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CHAPTER I "

'~ INTRODUCTION

.

Seattered among the fifty‘million people in the

more than one mllllon square miles of the six countrles of

Kenya,

Uganda, Tanzanla, ‘Malawi,

Zambla, and Rhode51a are

/\/“‘/
over fifteen hundred coqgregatlons of Baptlsts, hav1ng a

membership in excess_of seyenty-flve thousand.

of these'churches,a.tradition of three-quarters of a

century has develdﬁed;\fof

For.some

7

pthers‘less than a decade has

passed since'its.initiatioq.

i

Trends on the contlment’of Africa towards self-

B

determination have flltered into the life of these chufches

so that,
have developed in the form»
conventlons.

,begun to assume control rap

various nathnal organlzata

tion to a less prominent ro

heretofore playedkéuCh a 1a

. R . R
3 - : -
P X - :

' rﬁ%k\}Population statist

Baptist Forelgn Mission Bos
Missions '73.

almost w1thout exceptlon,

larger organizations

of associations, unions, and

An 1nd1genou§‘leadersh1p has arisen which has

1dly of the affairs of the
ons-with a concomitant relega—
le of the expatriate leadefs who

Yge part in the development of

ics ‘were taken from, the Southern
rd pamphlet, - "Know Your Baptist

‘The .statisfics related to. the: number of.

congregatlons and to the membership came from the reports
of various Baptist: organlzatlons as cited in Chapters ZIIT

and IV of this study and,

by the writer of those. grod

in addition,
ps for which no accurate¢

cinformation could‘be,qbtained.

from estimates made'



Baptist_life in the several countries.

Little Beptist interrelationship has been developed
in terms of fellowship and unity either between countries
or, in severalﬂcases, evenAbetween_the different Baptist
missions that have worked in the same country, or between
the resoltind netibnal organizations that heve evolved from
.these missions. Communications on the continent have been
~so‘restricted that l%ttle has beép(kg9wn\p¥/the membets of
one group "concerning the development of Baptists in other

-

countries.. In fact, the same situation has applié?‘to a
.large extent even within the same oountry.

Therefore; this dlssertatlon is proposed primarily
as an historical study of Baptlst m1551onary act1v1ty and
of the development of related church organlzatlons in the «,
six countrles prev1ously mentioned, from the initiation of {
such activity at about the beginning of the twentieth
century until 1972. The historical presentatioﬁ resultapt
from this study is envisioned as a“definltive.work in >

” Baptist history for theseé countries until such time as more

comprehensivethistories will have been written about . .

Ne.

Baptists ln'eagh'of the’countries included in theletudy.
Thus examined in historical perspective, both the

trend towards self-determination andrthe accompanying

povepty of pelationship emong divergent Baptlst streams . f

“divulge correctives which can have some practioal

application in the development of Baptist llfe in the

countries studied and elsewhere.

¥




Background of the Proposal

The writef first became acutely aware ef the need
for such a study while teaching Baptist hietery at the
Baptist Theologlcal Semlnary of East Africa‘in Arusha,-
Tanzan;a, An attempt to broaden the subject beyond a
history of Baptists in England and North America reyeaied
a paucity of available_material pertaining to Baptists,

respec1ally 1n Africa. Sy e
[3
Some information was avallable in one or two

general histories of Christianity on the contlnent such

as The Planting of Chrlstlanlty in Africa, by C. P. Groves.

A iimited number of biégképbical studies.were located, the -

best being Independent African, by George Shepperson and
Thomas Price. A recent brief survey was found in the book
edited by Baker James Cauthen entitled Advance: A History 4

of Southern Baptist Foreign Missions. However, none of the

litereture in thése categories gave aﬁ adequate coverage, of
the subject. ‘ ’

Further serv1ce by the writer as Field Representa—
tive for East ‘and Central Afrlca of the Foreign Mission.
Bogrd of the Southern Baptist Convention, with the necessary
tra§e1 into all six'of’theee countries, bore out the exist-
.ence of a similar need elsewhere. :Facultyland‘etudents'in.
the Baptist theological seminaries ie Arusha, Tanzaniai in
Lusaka, Zambiaj and in Gwelo, Rhodésia, laﬁented the leck

of any textbook for use in the study of the BaptiSt history

either of their own country or of the rest of the continent.




In addition, African pasters and church members
repeatedly asked for copies of the scanty notes whichvthe
writer used to teach the subject in the classroom. Fre-
quent invitations to speak inqur;ge at conveptioﬁ and
association meetings brought, more often than not, the.
fequest to present a study of Baptiets in some part of
'Afriqa. ‘

New missionaries who afriyed\inkgeﬁer years to
serve in any ef the six countries often were at a.lOés in
their orientation program to find an edequate source.of
inforhation about the developmehf_which preceded them and
upon which Ehey were. expected to build. Southern Baptist
mission study books tended to concentrate on one special
area, subject, or period, andﬂseldom were projected with
adequate treatment for utilization in studying historical

~development.

" Criteria of Selection .

Two priﬁary factors determined the selection of thé
geegraphical area to be included in the study. Uniquely;
all six. of the countrles, belng under the colonlal admlnls—
tration of Great Brltaln durlng the gbrmatlve years of the
development undeér study, ‘have certaln factors in common.
The language of government has been the same; .all have
beloﬁged.to a lerger.African political unit; each has had
the same prevailing‘attitude toward missienary aétivity;

and each has had a Protestant orientation. Also,




"’similar pattern.

~

missionaries sponsored by theiForeign Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention began a program of missionary

I L
outreach in all six countries within ,a span of approxi-

mately a decade; and the growth of tife resulting missions,

ékgfches, associations, and conventions has followed a

r

prrie

Because of the mu1t1p11c1ty and variety of the

mission groups active in the countfies\ggger study, in this

._dissertation anvarbitrary selection was made of the'teli—

gious bodies to be included within its scope. Many
missiohs such as the Africa’iniand Mission in ‘East Africa

‘and’ the AfricandEvangelical Fellowship,'or South Africa

" General Missidn, in Rhode51a,have been staffed tradl—

tlonally by many Baptlsts, have been supported by 1nd1v1dua1
Baptists and Baptlst‘congregatlons, ‘and hold to Baptist
pollty and doctrine as 1ntense1y as the missions selected

for s udy. Neveétheless, only the missions and churches
#

. have been included which elther have used the name "Baptist™"'

‘in thelr offlc1al titles or have been associated directly.

w1th organlzed bodies of Baptlsts. The Lambaland MlSSlon

S

1nvZamb1a, for example, 51nce its 1nceptlon has been i

supported by the South African Baptist Missionaby Society, |
while,the:Providence Industrial Mission-in Malawi>has"

always been aSSooiated with the Nationai'Babtist'Convention,#
U.S.A., Incorporated. | | .

Because of dlver51ty in. orlgln and leadershlp or .

deficiency in tralnlng some of -the non—m1551onary orlented

3



6
groups.developed aberrations in their teaching or practice,
but if they identified themse}ves aS§Ba§tists they have
been included in this study. |

In the defelopigg stages of missions in several of
the countries other mission.bSdies have been mentioned in
passing because of their direct connectiodn wifh 1$tér
Baptist emergence or because they ﬁavebbéen réferged to
occasional;y in certain literafu:g?aﬁfBngigt. Examples of
such mention are the Gospel Mission in,Kenya and the

Nyasaland Industrial Mission in both Malawi-and Zambia.

a

Research Methodology

=
The writer has attempted to examine all available

. published works that bear on the subject but has found that-
ﬁost.of thé ﬁaterial utilized has come fr&m missionary
periodicals, minﬁtes of the meetings of missionafy organi-
‘zations, annuél:repor£5'in denominational organs, pefsonal
éorrespondence of missionaries, responses to correspondence
directly related to éhe‘study, and interviews with older
missioﬁary and: African leaders who were involved in the
making of thé'Béptisﬁ'history which was beiné resea;chéd.

| fhe research was conducted first at fRe source of

the history, i.e., from the mission and convention docu-
ments in the six couﬁtri;s co;Sidered,»where°sﬁch coﬁld be
.located. Addiﬁional i?vésfigation wés coﬁducted in the
archives of the Baptist Union of South'Africa, found in the

Baptist Theological College in Johannesburg, Rebublic of

S



South Africa; gt the heaaquarters of the Foreign Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention in ﬁichmond,
Virginia;'from material available at fﬁe offices of the
Seventh Day Baptist Historical Society in Plainfield, New
Jersey; and at the offices of tﬁe Foreigﬂ Mission Board of
the National Babtist Convention, U.S.A.,fIncorporatgd, in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

' ' PO A N -
Basic Development of the Dissertation =~

o~

The approach used in the presentétion of the
material included in. the dissertation has been both chrono-
logical and'geographica;.' The order has been established
according to the timé Baptists began or Southern - Baptists
entered a specific area, as the cése may be. 'The presenta-
tion Has alsozbeen arranged'according to coﬁntry because,
with fewvexceptiéns, the organizétional division has been
esﬁablishéd'by the groups involved according to national
boundaries. . _ . )

| Chépfgr two_contgins a detailed study of the

Baptists who precedéd Southern Baptists in each of the

countries studied up. to 1950, The time datum of 1950 was

=

chosen fo:,the.ghéptervdivision because in that year
Soﬁ;hernABéptists'Segan tyeir missiqﬁary activity in the
first of the six countries. In each éase‘the beginnings
were considered, theé relationships with e#patriate<Baptist
bodiesﬁshown, and the growth and develobmeﬁt of the

resulting churches and mission organizations recorded.
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-

- Chapter three porﬁrays the beginning and develop-
mentxof Southerh Baptist mission work, shewing the growth
of the miseionary prograﬁ and, as it emerged, the accom-
pan?ing growth.of the national Beptist‘bedies through 1972.
Because of“the extensive investment of persohnel,end
financial resources by Southerh’Baptistsih these countries
in a short t1me growth has beeén pronounced,while outreach
has been dlverse and - w1de§pread. ﬁgggv;hii/ieason‘qhapter
three compriees a major portlon of the study. Such
imbalance in detail of treatment does not.}ntend to
minimize thetcontribution made by the efforts of oéher
Baptists. The parallel development of fhese Southern
Baptlst Missions affords a more accurate ana1y51s and
evaluatlon for reachlng the conclu51ons found in the flnal
chapter. -~ -

Chapter four presents the continuing development of
other Baptist bodies, both missionary and national, taken
up at the point of entry-of Southern Beptists and culmi-
natiné with a summary ef the situation at the end of 1972.

The final chapter encompasses several conclusions
drawn from the etudy. The first conclusion gives considera-
tion QB thevpatterns of development of the national Baptist
organizatiohs,.forecasts from thie hietorical perspective.
the #rends in con%inuing éelf—determinatiqn, and examines
the role of the missions and missionaries in relatlon to

these organlzatlons. The surge in the appearance of these

national organizations has tended-to enhance the prospects’



9

of the indigenization of the Baptist witness, although the

emerging bodies have remained under the umbrella of the

»sponsorfng missions. On the other hand, the advent of the

national organizations has demanded a changing role for the
missions and the missionaries but has neither necessitated
nor presupposed their elimination at the behest of the
nationhal Baptists at any given time.
The  second conclusion pertains . to the evidences of
. A N ‘
the fleeting bonds of cooperation which developed from time

to tinfe and makes concrete proposals as to avenues of more

3

constructive interrelationships on the mission, national,

and multinational levels. A diversity of background and'
basic mission organization and support, as &ell as of
personalities, has created the breach in effective coopera-
tion between the missilonaries of the different missions.
This diversity has been perpetuated, almost without
exception; ip the national Baptist pattern formed under the
aegis of the parent bodies. i

The third delineates a basic spectrum of methodo-
1ogical approach to the'task of initiating the Baptist -

witness in new environs. The advent of Southern Baptist

missionaries in several countries at approximately the same

time w1th the variatlons which developed in the baSlC

mlSSlOn approach has shown that certain actiVities form an

fintegral part of a rapidly developing mission program.

Other' activities have at times registered only marginal g

-~

effect and have depended upon their 1nvolvement in an

Av/‘



evangelistic witness to validate their usefulness. e
The final consideration relates specifically to the
problem of the conservation of historical materials and
their utilization to facilitate the accurate and adequate
recording.ef‘the history of <the Baptists in East and

r

Cehtral Africa..

Definition of Terms - ' . v

Ry -
e 2 e - =

In the time span included in this ethdy, develop-
ments‘in Africa have led to the changing of the hames of
countries, teowns, and occasionally of other desi@netions
such as a lanéqéée. In this dissertat;on~the name in use
at the time of the particular event parrated is the one
used.. If, in‘sﬁch ueage, the meanihg is not obvious a
footnote will give an additional explanation. Thus, in one
part of a chapter "Southern Rhodesia" w111 be used and
" later the reference would be to "Rhode51a " or in another
the . change mlght .be from "Nyasaland" to "Malaw1," or from
the . "Nyanja" to the "Chewa' language.

-Many names in Africa have varlable spellings, and
Africans have seyeral choices of name comblnatlons which
can ke cotrectly used. For the purpose of uniformity a
eingle‘neme will be used for an indi&idual. An example
would be Lazarus Green Malunga, a pastor ih Zambia, Qho
aftef.about 1959 added.the "Malunga™ to his othet two
names. Another would be that of Otrain Mahani, a Seventh

Day Baptist pastor in Malawi, whose name was speiled




"Manan" for most of the period under giudy, but who in
later years began to use the éantu form entirely.

The variety of backéround of the missions makes for
the use of certain words in the context of theif prio£
Aaésociation.' Where "union" is used by those from South
Africa and Australia, "convention" is uéed'by missions
which come from the United Stateg.ozThe normal designation
of a group for these and other words/EUCﬁ\ag/"Seminari" is
the ghe which has been included in this dissertation.

For the sake of ease of expression and predominance
of use, the word "African"vhas been used to designa£e the
black peoples of the continent and the word "European" to
_dééignate residents of the countries wﬁo are white. The
accuracy of this usage could rightly be éalled into ques-
tion by many of the "European" Baptists whé have been born
in Rhodesia, and glsewhere, and who consider themselves by
either birth or citizenship to be "African."

¥

VIn its development the Baptist Mission ofAEast
Africa included Southern Baptist missionaries in Kenya,
'Tanzania, and‘Uganda‘from 1956 thfough 1966. However, on
January 1, 1967, the missiohéries in Uganda formed into
their own Mission and no ibnger were considered a part of

the former Mission. In each pertinent section the text has

been worded so as to seek to avoid any misuhderstanding.

o
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CHAPTER IT

BAPTISTS PRIOR TO 1950

a

Although Baptists were active in such countries as
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, and the Republic of South

Africa by the middle of the nineteéenth century, and
' TN

~

although missionaries of other denominations followed hard
upon the heels of David Livingstone 'and other early
explorers of Eastern and Southern Africa, Baptists as a
_denomination wefe not represented in the countries included
in this study untilvthe‘last decade of the century.
Coﬁsidering the heritage " of William Carey, Adoniram
Judson .and Luther Rice, and recalling the emphasis upon
missions that was characteristic of éaptists in Engiand and
the United States, the strange circumstaﬁce of history is
that much of the beginniﬂg of Baptist*missionary involve-
ment in this bart of the continent was founded upon the
activities of stéph‘Booth, who received his call to
.missions in Austrélia and was associated with the Baptists

of that land.
%

Baptists in Malawi

R. L. Wishlade in his thesis, '"Modern Sectarian
Movements in Nyasaland," wrote: "Of the twenty-one sects

with which I had contact twenty of them are linked

M’“\}\,

™~

@



| 13
historically'with the activities‘of Joseph,Boothf"l Etery 7
Baptist mission'which existed nrior to 1950. was felateo.in .
one way or another to this "religioﬁs“hitchhiker."z» These
two statements preeage the complex picture of the beginning‘

of Baptists .in East and Central Africa.

4 . ’ r

The endeavors.of Joseph Boothzﬂ Booth arrived at
Blantyre, in'the Shire‘Highlands'of.Nyasaiand on August_ll;
1892, and proceeded to make contact with SHE authorities
for the aoguisition of property for the initiation of an -
indnatrial mission.s- Booth'had probosed in his bresenta—‘
tion.in Australla and England the use of an industrial ’
mission approach to follow the methodology of William
Carey. Togdo S0, he’ma}ntalned, would bring into action
"the reserte forces of the rank and file Of Chéiatian
workers who are‘osed to>the task of toiling at varioos'
OCéupations and handicrafts;"4

Booth, with his own funds;ﬁproceeded to purchase

‘ proberty for;the beginning of his industriaI'ventqre.5

. / N . .
l(Unpubllshed Ph.D. thesis), p. 113. -

2N. Olney Moore, "Seventh Day Baptists and Mission
Work in Nyasaland Afrlca," (unpublished manyscript), p. 1.

, 3George Shepperson and’ Thomas Prlce, Indegendentv
Afrlcan ol 18. :

: 4Joseph Booth "The Greatest Work: -in The World "i
: MlSSlonarxrRev1ew of: the World, V:8, August, 1892
pp. 573-80. -

5

-

Joseph Booth “Africa for. the Afrlcan p 43.
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Because of unexpected supporf from a group of friends in
England, he waé joined by-missionaries of tﬁe né&ly formed
Zambezi Industrial Mission, for which he secured twenty-
seven thousand acres of land on the Michuru Estate a£ a

place called Mitsidi, only a few miles,K from Blantyre.6

" ¥

‘Almost immediately difficulties arose within the company
over attitudes towards the other missions and théir con-
verts who were. attracted by the highéf\ﬁgﬁés/éﬁd_better
conditions at Mitsidi. The antagonism thus created 'led
shortly to Booth's separation from this Wiission.7

. Meanwhile from the enthusiasm ané the publicity
"surrounding this first venture of Booth, another force was
oréanized along the same lines, which was called tﬁe Nyassa
Industrial Mission, with thévDeeaths arriving in 1893 as
the first missionafiéé.B' They settled at Likubuia near
Blantyre. Although the project was supported first by
"Australian Baptisté and later by Bap?ists'from England, the
basic organization followed independeﬁt lines and listed
itself as ‘an in#erdenoﬁinétional mission, jus£ as the
Zambezi Ipédstpiél Mission did, and never affiliated with’
any Baptist Soéiety.%z By 1902 -the Mission was even raising

- -

6'Johannes DuPlessis, The Evangeiization of Padan
Africa, p. 309. - ) L :

Tmia. - Bpid., p. 310.

9'James S.bDennis, The Centennjial Survey of Foreign
Missions, p. 320. ’
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almost three-—fourths of its income fpéh the proceeds of
plantation harvest.10 A

. BQoth’ qp a trip to England in 1895, cqg?inuéd his
appeal for the sfarting of industrial missions énd, by the
end of the yeér, was instrumental in the purchasing of a
thi}d plantation at Gowa, near Ncheu, whicﬂ was cultivated
under the auspices of the Baptiét’Industrial Mission of
écotland.ll - ) v TN

| After a visit to Nyasaland .by Robert Caldwell, the
Director of the Zambezi Industrial Missién, in'May, 1895,
and afviéit in'February, 1896, by Sir Brampton Borden who
was a trustee of the Mission, relationships between Booth
and the Zambezi Industrial Mission wefe‘strained to the
breakingvpoint and his services were terﬁinated in
March, 1896.12 ) .

Then, in'September, 1896, Booth gave title to the -
1anas at Likubula'to the Australiah staff of the Nya;sa
Industrial Mission, whefeupdn they incorporated their
Mission, togeéhgr Qith its land holdings.l3 At the same

" time, the Baptiéf Industrial Mission of Scotland registeréed

their own land and trustees.l4- Somehow in the negotiations

01pid.

llSheppefspn, op. cit., p. 64; Wishlade, op. cit.,

1?Sheppers_on, op. cit., pp. 66-68.

SRS
13

.14

Ibid., p. 77. Tbid., pp. 77-78.

;
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Booth was ab;erto keep one hundred acres for his” Own use,
but severed his connection with this third mission the same
year.ls‘ |
In March, 1897, after having tried several other
industrial schemes, Bdoﬁh madé a trip to the United States
accompanied by -an African associate who had begun service

with him as a house servant in the first months of his

residence 1in Nyasaland five years prev1ously.1

NN .
The two men traveled together until some time in

1898, when Negro Baptists took the fesponsibility for the

support and education of the African, John Chilembwe.l7

When the two separated in Philadelphia, Chilemgwelwas to
stay for about two years' to further his education and Booth
for one more year to continue to seek new supporters: for
his industrial m1551on dream.

In July, 1898, Booth had come into contact with

the Seventh Day Baptists in Plainfield, New‘Jersey.18

After considerable discussion during® the following weeks,

o

Booth and his wife were baptized in Séptember into the

fellowship of the Plainfield Seventh Day Baptist Church:;g

.In consultation.with Booth as to the best way of proceediné

with missionary work, the leaders of the denomination

& .
-t

154pia., p. 78. -
161pid., pp. 79-80. 171pid., p. 93.
18

Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and America, I:577.

19Ibld., p. 578. .
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decided against organizing a mission society, but rather
incorporatedNthemselves in.New Jersey, on January 30, 1899,
into the "Sabbath Evaﬂgelizing and Industrial Associa-

tion."20 |
Booth left in April for his return trip to
Nyasaland and, afﬁerrséopping'some time in Enéland, arrived
in Blantyre on July 16, 1899.21 Immediately he made ‘
arrangements to purchase aﬁ estate ?f/;89£\3i25§ for 'use
as an’ industrial mission in the Cholo District south of
Blantyre. Shortly afterwards lengthy correspondence pggan
betﬁéeﬁ t%e parties, Booth complaiqing of poor health, and
~£he direEtOrs of the Associatibn expressing dissatisfaction
with the state of affairs in their newfound commercial
undertaﬁing. %he ouﬁcome of this disaffectionvwas the
selection and comm;ésioning by the Association of Jacob
Bakker, the son of a Seventh Day missionary in Holland._
Bakker was sent to-assist Booth, or to takéfgzgkbiace if
necessary, and departed from New YorK on- February 20,
1900.22 | S
Because of a disaéreement in the méthohs with whi;h
the Mission's finances were handled, Booth was éccused of
incgmpéﬁéncy By Bakker and recéiled‘to the United States to -

explain his actions. The outcome was .that, on December 3,

1901, Booth's services with the Seventh Day Baptisgi were, .

¢

-

201pig. . 2l1pia.

227154, pp. 581-82; Shepperson, op. cit., p. 134.
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terminated. Bakker~staYed'iQ Nyasaland only long‘enodgh:to
' sell the property to the Seventh Day Adventists at a 1oss.
Thevdirectors abeorbed the”unpaid debt for the property in
excess of‘the funds receired for the sale. 'Almost imme-
_diately Booth emerged as ah-agent of the Seventh Day :
Adventists and was on hlS way back to Nyasdland.23 | '
From the Seventh Day Adventists, after a short ‘i
period of time; Bboth TQVea to the gehAvah'e/E;tnesees,
operating m@et;y from-South Africa, since by then he wasg no.

longer allowed by the authorities to return to Nyasaland.24

. The rise and fall of John Chilembwe. When Joseph'

Booth arrlved in the Shire Highlands in 1892, he was
accompanled by hls nine- year old daughter, Emlly.l Thoﬁgh
several. m1551onary friends had entreated him to 1eave her
in England, he honored his w1fe's dylng requestj whlch had
been made short}y'before he left Australia, to keepithe
oirl with him.25 He had left his*soﬁ}'JoHﬁT‘in England for
a year to be trained as a medical missionary by Grattan
Gu1ness, a mlSSlonary from the Congo, but he etlll'
shouldered the burden of hls_llttle daughter, in addltlon
to'that:of the.diffiCUlties of” travel. and. of .beginning aneh

4

,231bid., p. 582; Moore,.gR. cit., p.'4.
24shepperson, Sp. cit., pp. 150-157.

‘25Robert‘I. Rotberg; Strike a Blow and Die, "p. 20;
' Shepperson, op. cit., pp. 30 31, ' o

-
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in Nyasaland.26

Shortly after his arrival, a young'African boy

appeared with a brief letter in broken English requesting

we’

work as a° "cook boy. This young man, John Chilembwe,

served faithfully with the Booth family for more than five

years, taking care of Emily, many times unaided.28

Chilembwe -also was with Booth's son, John, when he died in
Nyasaland in February, 1894, while h%s«éaths; was in

Englahd raising funds and making arrangements to leave

Emily there.29 .
. . - ) P S |

Chilembwe's name was constantly associated with

- . 4

that of Booth during_his travels among the various enter-
prises that were established, helping conduct serviées and
interpreting, as well as seﬁvinéfin the domestic réle.3o
When Booth found'hiﬁse}f séparated from the three missions
that he had established, he proposed the organization of an
Africén_Missioh, in 1896, using as a base the one hundred

#
acres.of land still in his possession. Seven African

trustees, in addition to Booth, were to control the

26Rotberg, loc. cit.; Shepperéon, op.. cit., pp. 27
and 31. _ ~

'27Shépperson, 92..¢it., Pp;>37—38; Rotberg, op.
cit., pp. 20-21. Co.

285heppeyson,.gg. cit.; pp- 57-58.

29Sheppefson, op. cit., pp. 60ff.; Rotberg, op.
cit., p. 21.

"30

Shepperson, op. cit., p. 78.
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Mission's policies, and Chilembwe's name headed the 1list of

Africans.31

Although nothing was to come of this organiza-
tion, Chilembwe's participation was a foreshadéw of the
kind‘of development that was to follow at a later date.
Early'in 1897 Booth and Chilembwe were on their way
to the United States, where their most prominent contact
was the Principal of Lincoln School in Washington, D.C.,
for evidently~Booth was seeking'td‘q;;ag9§K£?£/support from
Negro'Baptists.32 The temper of the times&xas such that
Booth found acceptance by the Negro preach;;é very tenuogs
- and, although they were enamoured with the idea of'agsocia-
tion with the African from Nyasaland, they did not acceét
* Booth's proposals of association.33 Under these circum-
stanceé Booth and Chilembwe gradﬁally moved in separating
circles of friends ﬁntil a break in contact was made,
probably in 1898, while Chilembwe was being educated at the
Virginia Theological Seminary and College at Lynchburg
under the guidance of Lewis G. Jordaﬁ, a prominent Negro
leader who at the time was the Secretary of the Foreign

Mission Board of the National Baptist Convention.34

s,

AN _ Evidently Chilembwe left Lynchburg in 1899, after

a period of approximately two years of study and, in

31Ibid., p. 91; Rotberg, op. cit., p. 22.

_325hepperson, op. cit., pp. 93 and 112.
331pid., p. 93; Rotberg, op. cit., ps 22.

341piqg. | -
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-

traveling among thé Negro churches, joined the Mount Zion
Baptist Church in Germantown, a suburb of_Phila‘delphia.35
Chilembwe was advised by his physician to return to his
native land for health reasons so in 1899, or early 1900,
he arrived back in the Blantyre area of Nyasaland.36'

He had been adopted by the National Béptisf Conven-
tion as their "missionary" and was sent back with their
help and with promises of their suppb:t}/*ﬁié\uggertaking
as the founder ‘and superintendent of his missidg was based
on the concepts thét he had previoﬁsly gained from his
mentor, Booth, and so his Ajawa Providence Industriai
Mission was initiat;é‘at Mbombwe, Chiradzulu, about fifteen
miles- from Blantyre, where he began to seek title to some
land to be used for the developmen£ of £his, another Booth-
inspired industrial mission.3

Evidently some delay was_encountered in obtaining
theiproperty, which was deliberately éontrived according to
Landdn N. Cheek, a Negro miésionary who joined Chilembwe in

38

May, 1901. Cheek entered into the negotiations along

with Chilembwe in Securing the title which eventually was

. 3SShepperson, op. cit., pp. 122-23; Rotberg, op.
cit., p. 23. : -
36

Shepperson, op. cit., pp. 130—31; Mission Herald,
44:4, September-October, 1940, p. 17. .

37Ibid.

: 38Shepperson, op. cit., pp- 130-3T; Mission Herald,
25:7, July, 1922, p. 15. ) :

* v
\
&
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acquired in the name of the Foreign Mission Board of the
National Baptist Convention, rather-thah in Chilembwe's
name.?"9

Joining the pair.in 1202 was Emma B. DeLapy, who
was to play an important part in the future development of
the Providence Industrial Mission.40 The group had dropped
the name Ajawa, a tribal designation, and in the first five

~

years had made -a modest beginning.. ?ﬂé,&yg\ﬁmegicans,
: ~_

having achieved a measure of stability in the little
Mission, made fHeir plans to retufn to the United Stateé,
DeLany in 1905 and Cheek in 1907.41 Cheek had marfied a
niece of Chilembwé's,’Rachael. They took tWo childfen and
two mission followers when they returned to Cheek's home.
A convert of Delan?'s, Daniel Shéfpe Malekebu, was to
follow soon after an&, assisted by friends of Delany, to
enter into a program of study in the United States.42

The involvement of Booth and a number of his other
followers in a campaién of anti-European propaganda made

the situation difficult for Chilembwe, who had no European

backing or expatriate associates, because of his previous

,395hepperson, op. cit., p;‘l36; Rotberg, op. cif.,.
p. 23. . : : ,
40 . ; .
Shepperson, op. cit., p. 138; Rotberg, op. cit.,
p. 24. - -
' 41 - : :
Shepperson, op. cit., pp. 140 and 166; Rotberg,
loc. cit. :
42 - : .
Shepperson, op. cit., p. 141; Rotberg, loc. cit.
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connection with Booth. Névefthelesé, the Mission continued
to grow and to«aﬂtract a large following of African
laborers iﬁ the nearby coffee farms.43 The large and
strikingly designed Jerusalem Baptist Church building at
Mbombwe was fihished by 1913 and was thought of as the
"Firgt African Baptist Church,.Chiradzul-u."44

Chilembwe was also involved in a cooperative.
venture, entitled Fhe "Afriéan Indﬁs;;;a%/SQgiipy," with
several othgr leaders-among the Africans of the area, somé
of whom had‘been associated with Booth and had imbibed his
ideals.45 The station at Mbombwe developed a schooi and
had hopes of beginning a medical program. Chilembwe's-
letters to the National Baptist leaders at their head—
'quarters in Loulsv1lle, Kentucky,\were constantly filled
with pleas for additional funds to complete th projects at
hand, for he was ;Fill supported’by.this group even in the
46

absence of any missionary personnel.

The foreboding of trouble to come was seen by at

least 1909, when Chilembwe began to feel the pressure of the

A 43Shepperson, o . cit., pp- 166-171; Rotbérg,
loc. cit. , i
44 ‘ e
Shepperso op. cit., pp. 166 and 169.
451pid., pp. 166-68. -
b —
46

Lewis G. Jordan, Negro Baptist History U.S.A.,
p.’ 241; Edward A. Freeman, The Epoch of Negro Baptists and
The Forelgn Mission Board, National Baptist Convention, .
p. 129; Shepperson, oOp. E&E°’ pp. 166, 172, 175, and 177.
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nearby European plantation managers, especiallY*thae of the
nearby Bruce Estates.47 The charges which he mentioned in
his writing were theE%William Jervis Livingstone, the
manager of the Estates; constantly ordered the little grass
thatch meeting houses burned, when they were.erected in the
squatters' villages on the estate. The correct legal
positioh in this interaction was not clear but, neverthe-.
iess, the Africans felt the harassﬁent/agfinigﬁtice
exercised against their right to worshi§.48

A second focal point was an increase in the hut tax,
a system whereby an African laborer worked for a specified
length of éime and his tax was then paid for him by his
employer. The Africans who refused to work on the farms
were required to pay this tax theﬁselves, which put a heevy
».prden on those associated with the Providence Industrial
Mission since they had very little cash.49 |

Another custom which 1ncreased the spirit of
recalcitrance was that the settlers 1n51sted that Africans
who wore Europeanvstyle clothes should always raise their
: ' 50

hats when coming into the presence of Europeans.

Finally, the ultimate indignity to Chilembwe was

4ZShepperson, op. cit., pp. 178-80.
4SIbid.; Rotberg, op. cit., p. 30.

49Shepperson, op. cit., pp. 196ff.; Rotberg, op.
cit., pp. 28, 32. :

5OShepperson, op. cit., p. 180; Rotberg, op. cit.,

p. 30.

.
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the inclusion of Africans in the Kings' African Rifles and
iﬂ a Carrier Qprps which was Faiseﬁ in Nvyasaland at .the
beginning of World War-I. Chilembwe reacﬁéd violently to
the forced participation of Africans in é "White man's war"
and, as he wrote to the editors of a local newspaper;
éxpressed'the injustice,éf the system both to the men
involved and- to their dependénts.s1

Chilembwe, therefofe,_with'mgqu£§ungE}s cbnére-
gation, and the aid of other nearby African church groups,
~ rose up on the evening of January 23, 1915, fqlquiﬁg a
carefuliykwprked out plan of action, and attécked ﬁhe white
farmers- in the area.s2 His instructions.were that only the
men -were to be attacked, and that the women and children
were not to be harmed. The‘primé’target was the Bruce
Estates, and particuiarly the manager of the estate, William
Jervis Liviﬁgstone. .

Livingstone was beheaded and his head carried by
the attackers back to Mbombwe. Two eﬂployees, Duncan
MacCormick and Robert Ferguson, were speared td death.
Several other Eurbpeans were injured,‘although<Chi1embwe'sm

other forces, supposgdly deployed to attack Blantyre,

Ncheu, "and Dedza, were not successful.

<

51Shepperson, op. cit., pp. 234-35; Rotberg, op.
cit., .pp. 32-34.

52Shepperson, op. cit., pp. 218-318; Rotberg, op-.
cit., pp. 29-66.
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Chilembwe then cqndﬁcted a worship service on
Sunday, January 24, with the ememy's head impaled on a pole
in t%e center'oﬁéthe éanctuary“and prepared his peoplé for
the ensﬁing countkerattack which would bring ultimate defeat.
Although the European community was panic stricken,
the attacks were not renewed énd the women and children who
had béeﬁ téken hostage were released unharmed. Quickly the

government officials raised. a forFe'of

ettlers and African
~ N\ - ’

soldiers who attacked and destroyed the J;rus;f;m Church
and scattered‘the insurrectionists. Chilembwe was killed
on: February 3,‘While fleeing towards. Portuguese East Africa
with a number of his followers. Others among the leaders
were .apprehended. Some were put to death and others
imprisoﬁed. The Providenég Industrial Mission was pro-
scribed and the ninety—ﬁhree acres reverted to bushland,
showiﬁg little evidence of previous habitation.

The African testimony'is that Chilembwe's intention
was to cali attention to the plight of"the Africans in
. Nyasaland. In order to‘dg this he had to "strike a blow

and die."53

Daniel Shafpe Malekebu and'Negro Baptists. When

—

Emma B. DeLany left‘Nyasaland in 1905, she was followed by

the young convert, Daniel Malekebu, who had served as her

: 53This is the thesis of George Mwase in Rotberg,
op. cit., pp. 43, 50, 76.
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houseboy and interpreter.54 He ran away from home, walked
through Portuguese East Africa, and reached Beira, the port
city.55 In Beira he was able to secure employment on the
S.S5. Matebele as a Waifer, traveling to London. PRrom
London he worked aboard the S.S. Saint Paul to New York,
where he was interned on Ellis Island, arriving ,there on
August 19, 1905. After about five days, word reached
Deiany in Fernandina, Florida, of ﬁi%<§£€}!§il/9nd she con-

=Y

tacted a Negro pastor, John Vaughn, of Zion Baptist Church,

n

N Newark, New Jersey, who met the young man and put him on a
strain the same night after;taking him to prayer mééting at
his church. He‘traveled:to Columbus, Ohio, where he was
met -by Lewis Garnett Jordan, the Secretary of the National
Baptist Convention Foreign Missidh‘Board. Emma .DeLany  met
him at éolumbus and,fook him home with her.

‘ Daniel spent the firét winter in a local school -in

Fernandina, where Emma DeLany's sister taught, but by the

fall of. 1906 he was studying at Selma University, in Selma,

54Shepperson op. cit., p. 142; Mission Herald,
46:5, March-April, 1943, p. 16. The correct date appears
to be 1905, even though Shepperson gives -1906 for the
departure of both DeLany and Cheek. Malekebu is certain
that he arrived in 1905 and Emma DéLany preceded him. Also,
Cheek wrote in the‘March—April issue of the Mission Herald
- in 1943 that he came home in 1907 and that DeLany had
already departed.

55The details of Malekebu's time in the United
States are based upon his personal account in a taped inter-
view at Chiradzulu on July 13, 1970. Many variations of -
detail appeared in the Mission Herald, and elsewhere, in
relating the story, but his recollections seem to.give the
most accurate picture.
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Alabama, where he continued until the summer of 1910. Then
he was sent to the National Traiﬁing School in Durham,
North Carolina, to complete his undergraduate studies,‘
finishing in the spring of 1913. From Durham, Malekebu
next went to Méharry Medical College in Nashville,
Tennessee, where he was graduated in tge spffthof 1917.
After completing his étudies, he went to
7 Philadelphié for a cours? in tropicél_geq;tigf/gt the
Medical School of the University of Pennsylvania and after—

~wards he remained -there at-the Mudgett Hospital for his

(Vi :

- . 7
internship. Then, in 1918 Malekebu moved to Chicago where’

he studied at Moody Bible Institute fbr a year, serving as

an assistant minister at the Olivet Baptist Church in that

éity. ‘In March, 1919, he married\Flora Zeto, who was born

in the Congo and broﬁght to the United States by a'Negro

missionary, Clara A. Howard, and who had been educated at

Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia. 4
During the years of 1919-1921 the Malekebus

traveled throughout the United States raising support for

'

their mission work, but somehow became related to the Lott ..

Carey Foreign -Mission Board rather than that of the

National Baptist Convention.56 Then, in early 1921 they

departed for Nyasaland. - Upon their arrival in Port Herald,

they were detained for several days awaiting government

action on their request to enter the country to begin

{

o . o

56

Miséion Herald,<25:13, January, 1923, p. 9.

&
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~ s

missidnary activity. They were allowed only time for a

brief visit with his family and then were required to leave
the country again. -~
After leaving Nyasaland, they sojourned for about
nine‘months at Capetown, South_Africaf wheré he assisted in
the ministry of the Shiloh Baptist Church of "that city.
However, before thgwend of the year, the Malekebus were ~
serving in Liberia, still under the'LQFt\gangg/goreign
Mission Board. There was some sort of disagreement between
ithe two Boards about their work in Liberia,.and Malekebu
was one of the missionaries in Liberia who sought té smooth

57 He was working at Ricks Institute, which

the matter out.
was evidently under the Lott Carey Board at the time; But
sometime in 1924 he severed conneétion Qith that group’and'
applied to the Natioﬁal Baptist Convention Foreign Mission
Board for support.58 After a contract was arrgnged with
'.Malekebg and his wife,they were sent to NyaSgland again to
occupy the property of thé'Providence industrf%l Mission,
which was still- held-in the name of the Foreign Mission
Board.59

In the interim, -leaders from the Providence

Industrial Mission had continued to write the Convention

" requesting aid and especially asking that.missionaries be

"Tpbid., 28:2, March, 1925, p. 7.
58

5

Ibid., 27:10, November, 1924, p. 31.

>?1pid., 28:7,*ugust, 1925, p. 5.
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sent to help them. The leader who kept the congregatibn
together as they met clandestinely at Chiradzulu was Andrew’
Mculichi.®0

The leaders of the National Baptlst Forelgn Mission
Board and the local leaders were both 1nvolved in getting
permigsion for the Malekebus to make a new start at the old
mission station.61 The couple arrived in Blantyre on
February 3, 1926, and received a jo?fq;/we;cgge/jrom the
members'of‘the eongregation and a cordial one from goﬁern—
»ment'officials.ez They began receivihg assistance from the
Negro churches,elmost imﬁediately, parcels of medicihe and
clothing, as well as funds on a regular'basis for salaries,
and to a limited extent for the buildihg of mission
facilities.63 ‘ |

The witness ftom Chiradzplu began to spread again,
and the members who had remained silent after the trouble
' hecame bold enough.té return. Soon congregations were
formed at Mlanje, at the Magomero Estates where one attack
had taken place %p 1915,’et Maize, andviEVCentral

Angoniland, as weli as atChiradzulu.64

.
Y
A

60M1551on Herald, 27:10, November, 1924, p. 31;
29:9, October, 1926, p. 36. ) - @
61

Ibid., 29:10, November, 1926, pp. 5-6.

621pid., 29:4, May, -1926, p. 38.

©31pid., 29:5, June, 1926, p. 38.
®41pig., 29:9, octfober, 1926, p. 36.
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Mention was also made of helper;/Who Engaged in
agricultufél instruction and supervision, in carpentry, and
in medical clinics, as well as in the beginning of a

65, The school and the clinic were held under trees

séhool.
on the compound. In the annual report to James E. East on
July é, 1927, .Malekebu mentioned a total of p;er twelve
hundred members including the main station at Chiradzulu
apd'seven outstations, adding that. 258 “wer& Daptized during
the year.66 The fourth annual report two years later-
‘described the school as being lafger than the previaus
years and mentioned that three buildings were under con-
struction on the outstatibns.67 In addition, the corner-
stoné was laid for the New Jerusalem Baptist Church by
Richard Patterson of tﬁe Chﬁrch of Scotland Mission in
Blantyre bearihg the 'inscription:

-

"Organized Nov. 29, A.D., 1899

FMB National Baptist Conv. USA

4th Building Re—erected, A.D., 1928
Dr. D. S. Malekebu, Pastor . 68

In August, 1930, the first "Assembly was held

simultaneously with the Golden Jubilee Meeting of the

National Baptist Convention in the United Sta es."69

Malekebu hoped to complete the building by that time but

the roof construction had not been started when the day

- *

®51pid.  ®®1pid., 36:9, October, 1927, p. 30.
®71pid., 32:8, September, 1929, p. 7.
. 68 69 "

Ibid. - Ibid., 33:2, March, 1930, p. 31.
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arrived, so only the walls stood'asfa monument to the
occasion. This Assembly was the prototype of an'annual

’ event of great significance and unusnal interest,in the
%ife of the congregations of the Providence Industrial

Mission.70

’ Very llttle resource materlal appeared for the
period from 1930 to 1939, but- when the record began appear—-
ing again Malekebu and h;s w;fe wereezﬁ\the\gnxted_States
and'had been there for some:time;7l ﬁv;dentiy~a rift.of
some kind arose between the'missionary'couple.and the Necro..
IBaptlst leaders, because the new Secretary, C. C. Adams,
wrote that "at long last proper relatlons have been
establlshed ‘begtween the- Forelgn MlSSlon Board and Dr. D. S. -
Malekebu .'} . ."72‘ Meanwhlle, Malekebu took a course in
tropical medicine at Maherry in the interim before his
return to Nyasaland;73 '

Then, in the spring of.1944, the Malekebus arrived
_back in’Nyasalandlafter their prolongedrseparation from
their work, attributing:this delay*partly to the difficulty
in obtaining passaoe during warjtime,74 Activities resuméd

normalcy. on ' Chiradzulu station.,ic. C. Adams, elected as

7O1pid., 33:8, September, 1930, p. 34.
. 5 '

71Missioanera1d' 43:2, May-June, 1939, p. 16.

7ZIbid}, 46:4, January—February, 1943 p. 43.‘;-‘

731b1d.;’47 3 November—December, 1943 p}44;

74Ibld.
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Secretary of the goreign Mission Board in 1941, planned a
visit to all of the Board's stations in Africa in 1947, but
in April while visiting southern Africa he was only able to
get as far as Salisbury,.Southern Rhodesia, and could not

make connections -for a visit to Chiradzulu.75

: During this tour Aaams decided to reoréanize the
mission program in southern Africa and designated-Mélekebﬁ
as "Supervisor of Southern, Céntral and,EastwAgg;cé."ZG
Sﬁortlytafterwa:ds much publicity was given to the Consti-
tution of the National Baptist Assembly of Africa, which
had. been organized in_1945 by Malekebu.77 This constitu-
tion gave "Life Presidency" to Dapiel Malekebu and made
proviéion for the Annual Assembly, destined to be the
unifying force which brought delegates not only‘from all
parts of Nyasaland but also from South Africa and Southern

Rhodesid, and even $£xom Mozambique.78 Adams reported that

. "more than 12,000 hapby, singing, praying and paying
79

#

messengers" met August 12-17, 1947.
Still no missionaries, except Cheek and Delany, had

’been sent from among the Negro Baptists, and not until 1949 -.

did an official-of the Foreign Mission Board visit

" Chiradzulu, Adams finally was able to plan successfully a

trip to Nyasaland in 1949. 1In returning to the United

S

75Ibid., 51:3, November-December, 1947, p. 18.

76 77 78

Ibid. Tbid., p. 19. Ibid.

791pid., 51:2, September-October, 1947, p. 7.
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States he reported that Malekebu represemted "more than

300,000 Baptists in Nyasaland, the Rhodesias, Poréuguese
\\’_\

East Africa and the Union of South Africa;"so However, in

<

thed%ears that followed statistics showed the number to be

81

twg“ty thousand or less.

“ ’

The efforts of Seventh Day Baptists. Joseph Booth

TN N -

united with the Sevénth_pay Baptists and served with them

~

until December 13, 1901. Jacob Bakker disposed of the
property on the estate to the Seventh Day Adventists-for
$4,000, which was used to reduce the indebtedness of the
‘Association.82 Bakker returﬁed to the United States in
'July,_l902, and the Association members paid off the
remaining-debt personally. Boothwent to work with the
Seventh Day Adventistg‘after receiving four monthswk
severance pay from the Seventh Day Baptists.83

. Booth appeared again in 1909 in the United States
in attendance at a meeting of the Sunday School and Tract
Board of the Seventh Day Baptists and claimed that approxi-

mately ten thousand . '"Sabbath-keeping natives" remained in

80+, ¢. Adams and M. A. Talley, Negrd Baptists and
Foreign Missions, p. 56. '

81

Mission Herald, 71:4, August-Septembe®, 1968,

p. 40.

825aventh Day Baptists, pp. 582-83; David C.
Pearson, "Seventh Day Baptist Beginnings in British Central
Africa," (unpublished manuscript), p. 12.

835eventh Day Baptf%ts, loc. cit.; Pearson, oOp.
cit., p. 14. ‘
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Nyasaland, and that'he\had meintained contact wit% them._84
He was approved again for financiél supporg_and was.effered
fifty dollars per.month for his own sﬁpport and fifty
dollars fo be ‘used for miSSiohary work in Nyasaland, which
he proposed to:supervise froﬁ South Affica by corre- T
sponéence.85 | '
| Eooth lived at Capetown anq traihed Afficans ﬁo go .
eack info the eodﬁtry as workers for-<his-GrganiZation. Tﬁe
. persoes whose - names he mentioﬁed were the ones with whom ﬁe
- had worked in prev1ous years in one or another of. the
vhissiopsvwith-whlch he had been assoc1ated.8§ Dissatisfac-
tion arose within the denomination at the renewal of the
cOﬁﬁractnwithnﬁgoth and his ppqp?éal of long—fdﬁgersgge{— o
vision, and a1so‘at.ﬁhe meager funds offered for support‘ef
the Africane.87 ) . . :
on March 20, 1912, Nathan Olney Moore and Charles
é. Sayre set sail for Africa as emissaries of the Seventh

i

‘Day Baptists to conduct an‘investigation into Booth's

.

connection with the churches in Nyasaland and also into the

coh@ition of the Churches'themselves.88 The pair proceeded

3

84N Olney Moore, ;R cit., p. 4; Pearson " Op.
cite, p. - L54 ~ . v

- 851p54.

86Moore, op. cit., p. 6; Pearson, op. cit;,'p{ 16.

87Moore, QB.‘cit., pp.’5—7.

88M6Qre, op. cit., p. 7; Pearson, QE.'cit;,Lp. 29.
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to England wheré Sayre was forced #eo return home because of
illness,.and where Wayland D. Wiicox was chosen to replace

him on the trip.89

These two jodrneyed safely touCapetown,
‘arriving on May 6, 1912, andbspent a week in consultation
with the Booths. Although Booth's wife made a favorable
impression on the men, a personality conflict’ developed
between Moore and_Booth._ The nature of the visitors' quest
' did not help t?‘smooth'Bobth's féelingg,ﬂé;ggfyég rightly
felt himself uﬁder investigation.-90 o

The two investigators nekt traveled by sea to
Chinde at}thg mouth of the Zambezi River,.by steamef up. the
river, and overland to Bléntyre.gl They visited the
‘churches in many parts of Nyasaland and became convinced
that the teﬁ thousand "Sabbath—keépefs" were ;ost probably
hembers‘of the Watchtbwer Movement which Booth had started
in Nyasaland or elée were Seventh Day Adventists, aﬂd
reckoned that less than t@o thousand could be called
vSeventh Déy Baptists.92 ’
| In November, l§12, Booth, Moore, and Wilcox, all

three, were preseﬁt when the written report was discussed

by the Miésionary Socilety. The outcome was that Booth, who

A

-

-

- 891p54. - o : .
90

Moore, op. cit:, pp. 8-10; Pearson, loc. cit.

91Méofe, op. cit., p. 10.
‘ ] 92Moore, op. cit., pp. 11-15; Pearson, op. cit.,
pp. 29-32. , ® ' “

. ¥ )
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- had borrowed the money to come at his own expense, .was

_given.passage money to return to South Africa, but his

connections with Seventh Day Baptists were severed

cOmpletely.93

-

The folldwing year a young man, Walter B. Cockerill,
became an "unofficial missionary"” of Seventh Day Baptists

in NYasaland, having been accepted into membership of'thé 

Plainfield Church in December, 1915, wh§£§“§33§p had been-

au
94

a member in 1897. In early January he was granted a

iicense to _preach by the church and .-before the end of the

month had set sail for‘NYasaland, traveling at his own
expensé.95 Stilllhe'wag counted by many as a miésionary.of
the- denomination.>® N S ' .

-

Passing through Chinde and Blantyre in February and
March, 1914,_Cocképill made his base at the Shiloh Sfaﬂion
Where Béoth had attempted to begin his African Industrial
Mission.97 lThe‘title of thHe property was still uncertain,

and. the Seventh Day Baptisté claimed that their funds were

used to purchaSe it with a gift from the Shiloh Seéventh Day

93M L '
oore, _E c1t., rp-. 19 21; Pearson _E c1t.,
33=34, iE - . . .
k94Moore, ;E c1t;,‘p. 25;
955hepperson, 22‘ c1t., P 209 Pearson, op. c1t.,
P+ 36 TR s R A
?®sabbath Recorder, 75:17,-0ctoﬁe:f27, 1913, p. 528.
97 ' S

Ibld., 76:18, May 4, 1914, p. 563; 77:14,
October 5y 1914 ;435- o . . ~
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Baptist,Church in New Jersey.98

‘Cockerill in his travels innocently headed north
through Ncheu towards Karonga, where the German army was
tolattack in September.99 He contacted several African
leaders who wereAsuspeCt by the government as being
involVed in sedition at the time, and so he was called into
- the government office in Mzimba.100 .He was deported on
October 9, after only about six weeksﬁip»@pe\efsg, and sent
out¥ of the region to Zomba to have an interview with the
Governor.t0% ‘

He was undep suspicion for his contact with fhilipo
Chinyama, who had belonged to four of the missions that ¢
Boothr had established incldding the éeventh Day Baptists,
and for visiting Charles Dominéo, @ho was another of
Booth's followers and had been associated with him‘in
o L 102 -
several of the missions. .

On the day of the uprising, Cqékerill was having
séfvices at the little church at Shiloﬁ and heard nothing
of Chilembwe's actions until infofmed by a- friendly

" European planter the following morning.lo3 - He was

981pid., 77:14, October 5, 1914, p. 435.
91bid., 77:21, Novemper 23, 1914, p. 659.
1001p35d., 78:2, January 11, 1915, p. 40.
101 rig, |

102

Ibid.,«78:2, January 11, 1915, p. 40; 78:18,

May 3, 1915, p. 556.

lOBShepperson, op. ¢it., p. 331.



iamediately called to the district headquarters and -
required to stay there for four days.g Hiscéqworker,
Alexander Makwinja, was. arrested fof complicity and his
dwelling and possessiens were carefullysearch’ed.:'?o4

On Friday, April 16, he received a letter which

ordered him to leave the country without dela¥y or be
05

”deported by force.1 Cockerill wound up his affairs énd

left from Blantyre on April 26, 1915, afker little over a
- ~

year in Nyasaland. He proceeded to Port Herald, Quilimane,

. &
106

_and the United States, his missionatry career at an end.

Seventh Day Baptlsts in Nyasaland were w1thout any

missionagy repreééntation,from Cockerill's departure in
1915 until 1946, but the African leaders Zentinued to write
to the wvarious contacts in the Uniﬁed States requesting
missionary assistance; funds, and literature.107

In 1946 Ronald Herbert Francis Barrar was sent by
twd New Zealand Seventh Day Baptist Churches to Nyasaland
to investigate tne situation among the ‘churches that

survived the stringenﬁ‘regulatioﬁ of the government after

Chilembwe's uprising. He arrived Januafy 1, 1947, having

104 105

Ibid., p. 332. - - >Ibid., p. 333.
1081pi4.
107

Sabbath Recorder, 142:11, March 17,.1947,

p. 1813 Pearson, "Seventh Day Baptlst MlSSlonary Work in
British Central Africa from 1915-1946," p. 2, quoting

Willa D. Burdick, "Missidns in the Eastern Assoc1atlon," B
Histg@grical Papers of the Eastern Seventh Day Baptlst

Assoc1atlon p. 42. . . . N
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used virtually all of the approximately one thousand

dollars which the two struggling congregations had been

able to raise for him to use 1n the undertaking.108 He

began working in the public works section of the government

to make a living and also depended upon ﬁelp from the local

churc@es for accommodation and food.109 -When he arrived he

made contact with Alexander Makwinja at Shiloh, where

Cockerill had resided, and he sent back reports that the
: TN TN -
congregatians consisted of about twelve hundred faithful

~ members and about eight hundred backsliders.110

Before.long circumstances forced Barrar~aﬁa'
Makwinja to separate;’since Makwinja was used to making his
own decisions. Barrar acquired about fifty acres of land

~in the Cholo district, two miles north of the Makapwa rail-

way station, which eyentually gave its name to the Seventh
-Day Baptist mission station.111
C. C. Adams, the Secretary of the National Baptist

Foreign Mission Board, was asked to visit the SeventhADay

Baptists while he was making his trip in April, 1949, to

108¢appath Reccrder,.142-2 January 13, 1947, p. 27.

109Ib:l_d., 142:8, February 24 1947, p. 123; Pearson,
"Modern Seventh Day Baptlst Work in Nyasaland/Malaw1 as
Led:by Missionaries from New Zealand and America and
Nationals from Early in 1947 to March of 1968," p. 1.

lloPearson; "Modern Seventh Day Baptists," p. 2.

111Ibid., pp. 2-3.
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see what progress was being made.112 Upon his return to

the United States, Adams wrote that he wés impressed by the
“accomplishment of Barrar. 13
But at mid-century, the.neQ station was just
getting started. and Barrar could.;eport only ten churches,
'thosé‘at Shiloh poofly attended, those near Makapwa
attracting a larger number, £ut oniy a total of four
114

hundred and twenty-five in attendance, X -
. ~ ~ S

The Baptist Industrial Mission of $cotland. Booth .

‘during his trip to Englana in 1895 spoke to the Baptisté in
Scotland* and ihstigated_among them the formation of the
Baptist Industrial Mission of Scotland, noting as he
presented his ideas that "as yet not one messenger of the

cross has been sent by the wholeg Baptist Denomination."115

Thus, by the.end.of the year an industrial mission was in

operation on a plantgtion near Gowa in-theé Ncheu

District.’116 However, the Mission never seems to have had

direct contact with Booth after it was started, "and by
September, 1896, was in the process of registering land in

i

1]TZSabbath Recorder,. 146:9, February 28, 1949,
p. 149. . C
113, . ' _ -
Ibid., 147:24, December 26, 1949, p. 408.
1141154, , 149:4, July 24, 1950, p. 60.
115Missionary Review of The World, fX:4, April,
1896, p. 290.
116

Shepperson, op. cit., p. 64.
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its name.ll17 An additional couple, the Alexander Smiths,

went out .in 1900 to joinvthe one couple énd two single mén
in the Mission and also lived at the Gowa station.118

About 1900 the young Ngoni chief MakwangWalé“moved
his village tbibe near the Baptist industriai Mission of
Scotland station and late# was found to be involved in the”
' conspiracy of 1915.119 In addition a further station df
theirsat Dzunje Was eifhef abandoﬁeé gpftheméégican leader-
shiprsépéraﬁed,from the mission, for its leader,'Filipo
,Cﬁinyama,'was involved as well, although the Missipn itself
was cieared of. any complicity énd the missionaries were not
deported aé wa$-Cockefill.120 -
- The Mission madevprogress during the beginning
years for the Phelps Stokes Commi;sion reportedsﬁhirty—two
'schools with eighteeﬁ huﬁéred pupils.121 In 1922, some
doubt was expressed about the future of the Mission's
continued existence; although statistics listed three
organized chirches with a Christian coamunity of almost

_ four_théusaﬁd.12?

v ‘\“l.

--

1171pid., pp- 77-78, Wishlade, op. git., p. 116.
, llBShepperson op. ¢cit., pp. 293-95. Margaret
Smith, letter from Nkoma, Malaw1, February 9 , 1973. .-

119Shepperson op- c1t., p. 144.

vleIbld., p.'355,

12l1pid., p. 467, hote 65.

122Harlan P. Beach and Charles H. Fahs, WOrld

FM1551onary Atlas, P 43 112,
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Wishlade mentioned its existence as late as 1929
and aiso\noted a separation of Cnthbert.Smith from the
group in that year to hegin a new mission in Mikalongwe,
which was still in existence at the time of his study in

195g.123

r

Independent African Congregations. Several African

leaders who had been contacted by Joseph Booth contlnued

S e

tQ be mentloned during thlS period. They appeared with
'reguiarity;each time a new missionary arrived and several
associated'with various of the newcomeré.

One in partlcular was Alexander Makwinja. In'all
‘probablllty he was the person mentioned in the letter from

Cockerill to the society at home as the African involved

-

in the dlaims of ownerShip of the property at Shiloh along

w1th the manager of a local plantation, since he was the

‘Afrlcan leader residing there with Booth.124 According to

A Y

the advice given by Olney Moore to Cockerill,he'should rest

~at Shiloh in order to get acclimatized before 901ng to the

'lake shore to v151t the churches.12s Booth was Stlll

trylng to get the Seventh Day Baptists to pay him for the-

property in'l909.126 §

L DA

123yishlade, op. cit., pp. 122, 141.

124Sabbath Recorder, 77:14, October 5, 1914, p. 435,

1251p14.

1261pid., 77:7, August 17, 1914, p. 222.
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Cockerill decided that he wanted to start on his
own further north and left Makwinja in possession of Shiloh
when he moved to the new station at Garela near MZimba,

from which a Yakobo K. Chigowo had written asking for help

in 1912.127

In Cockerill's letter written shortly éfter the
uprising, he reported that Alexander Makwinja and three of
his followers were imprisoned for a pericd-ofnine yeafs,

although according to Cockerill the authorities had no

evidence against him.128 ’

MakWinja, after his release from prison, formed a
separate group, although they still called themselves
Seventh Day Baptists. He still kept up correspondence~witﬁ

the Seventh Day Baptists in America asking them to send

.literature.129

When Ronald Barrar arrived in Nyasaland in 1947,

‘his first contact was with Alexander Makwinja, who was

*

still living at Shiloh. The Africans living on the
property built Barrar a house and fed him.® The land ques- .,

tion was still unsettled for Makwinja claimed that it was

a "Pree Native Mission Station," although the title was

130

held in the name of Francis Miller. The new missionary

127 1p5a., 77:21, November 23, 1914, p. -659.

1281bid., 78:21, May 24, 1915, p. 655; Shepperson,
op. cit., p. 338. ‘ '

129

Ibid., 77:23, December 7, 1914, p. 717.

1301p54., 142:11, March 17, 1947, p. 181.
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started a school at Sm'_lolfl.l"?’l And, even while Barrar was
there, Makwinja continued writing requests for additional
Seventh Day Baptist missionaries, noting that he had begun
to work with Baptists in 1909 and at the time of writing
"was eighty-eight years old.132

Barrar continued to work with Makwinja and to
reside at Shiloh until 1949, when he moved to the new
station at Makapwa near Sandama.133' qurgpmaEE;;,worked in
fellowship with Makwinja after the move, for in his report
of July, 1950, he mentioned the Seventh Day Baptist

134 The move to Makapwa eventually

churches atusﬁiloh.
caused a break.in the relationship between the two, because
early in the next period Barrar mentioned Makwinja's taking
over the Seventh Day churches at é‘place called Thandwe.135
Even so Makwinja stili appealed to the Plainfield-based"
éociety to send missionaries to support thHe Nyasaland
mission.136

'Makwinja's separatist‘tendenciéé seemed tobhave
been caused by.a desire to have his own gfoup, for his

followers still cailed themselves Seventh Day Baptiéts and-.

131Ibid., 144:4, January 26, 1948, p., 64.

132Sabbath Retorder, 142:25, June -23, 1947, p. 424.

I 1331pig., 147:22, December 12, 1949, p. 384.

1341p3i4., 149:4, July 24, 1950, p. 60.

13SSeventh Day Baptist Yearbook, 1956, p. 125.

136
p. 324.

Sabbath Recorder, 149:20, November 27, 1950,
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differed only in thé custom of,ndt.allowing women to wear
headcloths, and in insisting that all members should wear
special beads.137

Another leader, Charles Domingo, also had contact
with Booth duriﬁg the years that he supervised the leaders

138 He had come to Booth friom the

from Séuth Africa.
Livingsténia Mission and had served in the home of Laws,
one of their miss;onaries. He was oﬁe_gf\;he\}s§ders used
by Booth to develop the two thousand members associated
with the Seventh Day Baptists, lived at a place called
Chipata near Mzimba, and by 1910 was shepherding a gfoup of
nine congregations from his central church.139 By the time
of Olfey Moore's visit, Domingo's school waé wéll‘organiZed
and he made a favorable impression:upon the visitors.140
He also was involved in giving recommendatibns to Booth
as to the amouﬁts to be paid to the various workers in
Nyasaland.141

When Cockerill arrived, Domingo“contacted him at
once énd encouraged him to establish the station near

Mzimba.142 Cockerill wrote that Domingo had been a leader

5

137R. L. Wishlade, Sectarianism in Southern

Nyasaland, "p.' 18.
¢ 138

Moore, op. cit., p. 6.

139Pearson, Seventh .Day Baptist Beginnings, p. 17.

141

140

Moore, loc. cit. Pearson, loc. cit.

142

Sabbath Recorder, 77:21, November 23, 1914,
p. 659. : ;
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in the group tkat had withdrawn from the Jehovah's

Witnesses and had formed their own independent group called

the Seventh Day Baptigt Church of Christ in Nyasaland.143

During this time Domingo continued to correspond with the

offices in'Plainfield, New Jersey.144

Although after the depafture of Cockerill and the
uprising, the contact of Domingo with thgg?eventh Day
Baptists was logt and‘he beca&é only anefher\iggependent
church ieader among many in Nyasalénd, the churches con-

tinued their separate existence and their strain could be

traéed into the next period of study.l45 )

* Joshua Chateka was an associate of Makwinja in the

years prior to the uprising. He was imprisoned along with

146

Makwinja, and was released after Makwinja. When he

gained his freedom, Chateka began his own congregation in

the Central Province in competition with Makwinja, refusing

147

to follow the new ruies. He still considered himself a

Pa

Seventh Day Baptist and asked for help from the United

States.l48 In 1950, even though he was in a mental

hospital in Zomba his followers still considered him their -

leader.l49'
143 . : .
Ipbid., 77:23, December 7, 1914, p. 717.
1441pid., p. 7214
145Shepperson, op. cit., p. 164.
146

Wishlade, Sectarianism, p. 17.

14734, p. 18, **81pid. 1491p14.
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-

Philipo Chinyama, who met Cockerill at Ncheu on_

August 10, 1914, was also a product of the superviSory

program that Booth had constructed from Sduth Africa.t®®

He had been in contact with the Seventh Day Adventists and
also had probably ‘worked with both the Churches of Christ
and thewScottish Baptists, eventually forming his own ‘

7

congregation at one of the stations initially established

by the latter Mission, at Dzunje near Nchéﬁx;il\///

Although his part in the uprising is not clear, he

wrote Cockerill that he was about to be captured by the

government forces.152 Eventually over one hundred of his

men were captured while fleeing, although the heart to
revolt seemed to have been lost even béfore the attack and

their military action appeared to have been only a

154

nuisance. He was cdptured on February 4, 1915, by

government troops and executed.155 No comgregation related
A

to his name survived the uprising.

-

Baptists in Zambia

The next development in Baptist missionary outreaéh

in Central Africa was also indirectly tied to the

15OShepperson, op. cit., p. 212.

151

Sabbath Recorder, 78:18, May 3, 1915, p. 556.

152Shepperson, op. cit., p. 213.

153Sabbath Recorder, 78:21, May 24, 1915, p. 654.

4
15‘Shepperson, op. cit., p. 250.

155Ibid., p. 293; Rotberg, op. cit., p. 37.
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activities of Joseph Booth because two missionaries,
William A. Phillips and Henry Masters, of the Nyasaland
Industrial Mission which Booth started in 1892, traveled
exte;sively in 1905 in Northern Rhodesia around the area
known as the Copperbelt. They finally selected a site for
a mission station near the Bwana Mkubwa Mine at Kafulafuta
amoﬁg the Lamba people about ninety miles north of Broken

Hi11.1° | CN

The Lambaland Mission. Information about an

opportunity for South African Beptists came in 1913 ro
Joseph J. Doke, paster of Central Baptist Church,
Johannesburg, froﬁ FPredrick Stanley Arnot, a Church of the
Brethren missionary. Arnot suggesred*thatASouth African
Baptists help the Nyaealand Industrial Mission which had
.closed one of its two Lambaland‘stations because of
financial difficulty and was having a hard time maintaining

Kafulafuta along with its Nyasaland sta‘"tions.157

156Lambaland, January, 1917; October, 1916; Robert
I. Rotberg, Christian Missionaries and the Creation of
Northern Rhodesia 1880-1924, p.. 74; Arthur J. Cross, -
‘Twenty Years in Lambaland, p. 12; John V. Taylor and
Dorothea A. Lehmann,. Chrlstlans of the Copperbelt, p. 16;
Johannes DuPlessis,. op. cit., p. T31T1; Edwin W. Smith, The
Way of the White Fields in in Rhodesia, p. 90; South Afrlcan
Baptist Handbook, 1913— 14, p. 41. (Hereafter designated
Handbook ) . Broken Hill became known as Kabwe in 1964.

157Lambaland, January, 1917; Cross, op. cit., p. 22;
Duplessis, loc. cit.; Handboock, 1913-14, p. 42; Rotberg,
Missionaries, p. 75; H. J. Batts, The History 9£ the
Baptist Church in South Africa, p. 148.
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Joseph J. Doke, whose brother had Aied as a
missionéry of the Baptist Missionary Society in the Congo,
accepted the challenge of Arnot's suggestion and obtained
support from the Exééutive Committee of tﬁe'South African

T
Baptist Missionary Society to make an investigation of the

158

prospects ‘for such a change. Doke at the time had two

sons who were preparing for missionary service. He con-

/

tacted the Nyasaland Mission and received & cordial invita-

tion from both the local missionaries and from the home

committee to visit Kafulafuta with a view to South African

Baptists' assuming suppo_rt.159

Accordingly, Doke and his oldest son, Clement, set

off on July 2, 1913, for a trip northwards to Broken Hill

160

and Kafulafuta. The two visited the mission station

and traveled in the diétrict with Phillips for more than

two weeks. Writing home of the opportunity that existec’lw

) D
for Baptists to become involved in this mission activity,
161

they started back towards South Africa on July 17. The
father and son parted en route, Clement arriving home
shortly afterwards. The father went on to Umtali in

Southern Rhodesia where a missionary named Wodehouse had

’

- 1588ates, op. cit., pp. 145-51; Handbook, 1913-14,
p-. . . .

“159

Batts, op. cit., p. 148.
160

Ipbid., p. 151; Handbook, 1913-14, p. 4l.

16lpatts, oph cit., pp. 152-153; Handbook, 1913-14,
loc. cit. . : : '
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also written about the possibility of Baptists beginning a
mission program for Africans and for white settlers.ls2
Joseph Doke contracted typhoid fever and died at Umtali on
August 15.163

On the strength of Clement's report ang the written
report-of his father the committee recommended the estab-
lishing of a Doke Memorial Fund to be used for pursuing the
Lambaland work aé "a memorial of the dé&g;ig;\fd/%he
missionary cause of our brother who "lost his life' in the
Master's service and 'found it.'"l64

A surge.of enthuéiasm brought *the Mission into
being almost fmmediately for Phillips and Henry Louis
Wildey, who was with Phillips at Kafulafuta, continued
under the new Miséion until their furloughs in May, 1914.
By then Clement Doke énd Matthew Richard German and his
wife had arrived to carry on the work of the station.lGS
Phillips and Wildey, who had married on,his furlough,
returned to the field in the fall of 1?14 and the station
was staffed by all .six missionaries, a number not to be

exceeded for almost half a century.l66 Doke spent much of

162patts, op. cit., pp. 151-53.

1631pid., p. 153; Cross, op. cit., p. 25; Handbook,
1913-14, loc. cit.; William E. Cursons, Joseph Doke the
Missionary Hearted, p. 187.

164

Handbook, 1913-14, pp. 30, 42.

165Handbook, 1914-15, p. 37; Cross, loc. cit.; Batts,
op. cit., p. 154.

}66Cross, loc. cit. o




52
his time itinerating, traveling over five hundred miles the
first year, speaking’'a total of fifty—nine times to a total
audience of over fifteen hundred.’®’

fhe Mission in 1914 was conducting a school with
51xty—one boarders at the station, but the missionaries
were concentratlng primarily on the productlon’of scrlptures
in the Lamba language. Phll;lps had,already reduced the
Lamba to a written form and he and Wildé?ﬁhéaxbegﬁh working
on s;ripture portions.168 In April, 1915, twelve Psalms‘
.and the first fiVe chapters 5f the Gospei of John had. been
completed in maﬁuscriﬁt forﬁ.l69 . , ,

_In February, 1915, Olive Doke, daughter of doseph,
appliedrfor appointment as a missionary for Kafulafuta with

most of her support to be contributed by her mother.170

-She arrived at Kafulafuta on July, 1916.% 71 By the end of
the year the Germans had left because of illness and by the
next March. the Wildeyé had also gone, bqﬁ not before he had
helped to complete-the translation of the Gospel of .
John.172 A

By the end of 1916 élement Doke had become com-

pletely engrossed in scripture translation, had polished

1674andbook, 1914-15, p. 39.

168y.ndbook, 1914-15, p. 36.

169y andbock, 1915-16, p. 33. 1701114,
171,

Lambaland, June, 1916; Handbook, 1916-17, p. 38.

172Lambaland, April, 1917; Handbook, 1916-17, loc.
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the translation of John and sent it to the printer, and had

also finished a rough translation of the other gospels and

173 The missionaries had also composed a Lamba-English

74

Acts.
vocabulary, and had written a Lamba hymnbook.1 They had
completgd the construction of a brick church building for
the maiﬂ services at Kafulafuta and dedicated it on
Christmas Eve, 1916.17°

The Mission had strict rﬁleé ofkga;kggzsh/;ﬁd of
discipline for the Africans who were accepted into the |
fellowship so that by 1917, and even in 1919, only six
members had been admitted into the congregation at
Kafulafuta, although the Miésion operated several schools
with an increasing number of pupil;;;76

Before the end of 1919, the group of missionaries,
which consisted of Phiilips and the two Dokes, had com-
pleted a translation of the New Testament and had written
a Lamba grammar, a phrase book, and & collection of folk-
lore and proverbs.177 The hymnbook was ready for the
pr%nters and in April, 1918, and the finished books were

received back on the station in November, 1919.178

731pia.  17*Handbook, 1916-17, loc. cit.

175

r

Lambaland, January, 1917.

1784andbook, 1916-17, p. 16; Handbook, .1917-18,
p. 34. v
177
Handbook, 1917-18, pp. 40-42; Lambaland,
October, 1917.

178 ambaland, April, 1918; April, 1919.
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In 1922 four schools were in operation with about
sixty: pupils in each, in addition to the larger boarding
school at the Kafulafuta station, although the number of

179 Clement had

commﬁnicants had grown only to twenty-six.
gotten‘married on his furlough in 1919, but by february,
1921, he had been forced to resign becéﬁse of his wife's
health, so that of the original group-only Phillips and
Olive Doke remained. They were joined 5§/AEEREE/3: Cross
and Frieda Stern during the year.l8o

During 1921 and 1922 the problem of financial:
support was so critical that the Mission faced the possi-
bility of being forced to éease operation. However, after
a visit by H. J. Batts, the President of the Baptist Union
of South Africa, the Missionary Society voted to continue

181 During the

the program for at leaét another year.
Christmas season, 1921, the first copies of the Lamba New
Testament arrived and before October, 1922, the full
printing of twenty-five hundred was on hand for use among
tﬁi Lambas.182

The membersﬁip of the congregations under the

Mission had-developed slowly becauée of the care taken in-

.

17%Handbook, 1921-22, pp. 24-25.°

1801154., pp. 46-47.

- 181Ibid., p. 5; Lambaland, July, 1921; October,
1921; January, 1922.

182Handbook, 1922-23, p. 4; Lambaland, October,

1922.
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-accepting new members, the seriousness with which disci-
pline was administered, and the drawing away of members
into an independent African church movement. By the end
of 1922 only twenty-two members were listed, and by 1925

this number had grown to only forty—eight.ls3

“During the period from 1920 to 1925 thé missionary
staff remalned at four, Phillips, Olive Doke, Arthur Cross,
and Frieda Stern; whom Cross married inf{§§37l§§//” ' \X

The missionaries participated in the meetings of
the General Missionary Conference of Northern Rhodesia in
1922, 1924, and 1927. Cross was elected Secretary of the
Conference in 1927, a position that later led to the
Mission's sebering their relationship with him.185
Phillips resigned in 1926 and returned to England because
of poor health, although he later recovered, married, and
went to Russia as a missionary.186
The growth of.the independent Affican churches

became a serious matter for the mission in 1924, for these

drew from the Christians in Ndola and elsewhere in the

183fandbook, 1922-23, p. 9; Handbook, 1924-25,

p. 52; Lambaland, October, 1922; October, 1924.
184:Jesse"1‘homas Jones, Education in East Africa,
p. 263; Lambaland, January, 1923; Handbook, 1923-24,

pp. 46-48. . .

185 smbaland, October, 1922; October, 1924;
October, 1927.

186Lambaland, October, 1926; Handbook, 1927-28,
pp. 17-18.

L
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Copperbelt including the Bwana Mkubwa Mine. To counter the
trend, Cross moved to Ndola and tried to minister to the
congregation there and at Kafulafuta.187 The decrease in
membership was such that the Lambaland Mission Church had
to be reconstituted on New Year's Day, 1925, with twenty-

188 These losses continued to sab the

seven mémbers.
strength of the Mission through the years of the decade
following 1925 and the independent congregations thus
formed beéame associated with the African Methodist Church
and lost the Baptist tenor of the Lambaland Mission.ls9

During the 1920's when the Crosses were away, Olive
Doke's mother often came to Kafulafuta or Ndola from South
Africa to stay with her daughter. She died on the way back
to South Africa after one such trip in August, 1929.190

The depleted ranks of the Mission were filled for a
brief period by W. Skinner who‘visited Kafulafuta in 1927
and returned in Januar&, 1928, as a missionary. He made a
trip to South Africa in April, 1929, to ge married and

returned shortly afterwards with his wife. However, before

the end of 1930 he was forced to leave Lambaland, due to

187gnith, op. cit., p. 90; Lambaland, April, 1926;
July, 1926; January, 1927; July, 1927; January, 1928.

188Handbook, 1928=29, p. 13; Olive Doke, Interview
at Luanshya, Zambia, January 21, 1971. :

189

Handbook, 1931-32, p. 10.

1904, ndbook, 1929-30, p. 15; Lambaland, October,

1929.
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his wife's nervous breakdown.191

The struggling Mission still had financial diffi-
culties, for in 1928 the danger of closing was mentioned in
the Mission newsletter, Lambaland; but when the matter came
before the annual meeting of the Missionary Society, a
decision ‘was made to continue the support for the Lambaland
field.192 The membership had gone up at the time, for
‘Cross reported one;hundred and twenty—;ix_af¥Nde;§y/Olive
Doke sixty;foar at Kafulafuta, and Skinner eighty-six at
Bwana Mkubwa mine.lg3 Almost immediately after this.
reported growth, defections to the African churches brought
the numbers back down to seventy-one at Ndola and Kafulafuta
and took away the entire congregation at Bwana Mkubwa
Mine.194

At this time, Cross recommended that the South
African Baptist Missionary Society consider the possibility
of'inviting some other Eaptist group to assist with the
work in the Copperbelt. The outcome of tge request was

that in 1931 missionaries of the Scandinavian Independent

Baptist Union arrived to set up residence on neighboring

1911 ambaland, October, 1927; April, 1928; July,
1928; July, 1929; July, 1930; January, 1931; Handbook,
193132, p. 11. —

192Lambaland, January, 1929; Handbook, 1929-30,

p. 37.

193y andbook, 1929-30, p. 40.

l94Handbook, 1931-32, p. 16; Lambaland, July-
October, 1931.
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stations.195

Meanwhile, Cross became active in the Free Church
services in English in Ndola, dividing his time between
them and his African ministry. He later accepted an
invitation to be one of a team of evangelistic missionaries
sponsoréé by the General Missionary Conference gf Northern
Rhodesia, which eventually ended in the formation of the
United Mission in the Copperbelt. In assuming this posi-
tion Cross could no longer serve in Ndola with the Free
Church nor was his-arrangement satisfactory to the Lambaland
Mission; so in 1935 his relationship with the Mission was
terminated.196

The missionary staff was supplemented by additional
personnel for a brief period. A Miss Greening served from
1933 to 1938 at Kafulafuta, and Hubert Morgan and his wife,
who was appointed Bessie Traill, served from late 1936

until 1940.1%7

In April, 1935, the mission headquarters were moved
from Kafulafuta to a new station at Finwale Hill which was
also near Luanshya. Cross was supposed to be the first

missionary té reside there,sbut he had to be&}eplaced by

Morgan and his wife, who remained there for the duration

195 tandbook, 1930-31, pp. 14, 31.

196} imbaland, October, 1935; April, 1936; July,
1936; Taylor, op. cit., pp. 35, 39.

197 ambaland, April, 1934; April, 1940.
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198

of their service with the Mission. The membership was

still under pressure from the African churches and the 1935

report showed a decrease from a high in 1933 of four

hundred and twenty-six back to one hundred and fifty.199

Although many times faced with disappointment, the
Mission still experienced slow and steady growth in oﬁher
ways. In January, 1930, a new hymnal was in circulation

which incorporatéd 216 hymns instead of the eighfy-three in

the earlier edition.zoo“ The Mission acquired a printing

press in 1925 as a gift from England and was able to begin
printing Sunday 'school literature and other materials such

as readers, hygiene and scripture knowledge studies, and

eventually the hymnbook.zol The Mission followed an

approach which Cross has called "Campaign Tactics," i.e.,

the boarding school, the village outschools, itinerant

evangelism, and the work ©f the pastor, or Bible school.zo2

By 1941 a permanent Bible school or pastors' institute had

£

been established at Kafulafuta and twenty-two men were in

attendance.203

198Olive Doke, Interview, at Luanshya, Zambia,
January 21,- 1971. )

. 199Handbook, 1932~33, p. 34; Lambaland, October,
19333 July, 1936. : .

200

Lambaland, January, 1930.

201Cross, op. cit., p. 29;gﬁotberg, Missionaries,

p. 108.

2OZLambaland, July-December, 1941.

203Lamba1and, January, 1931; July-December, 1943.
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The church organization was strongly missionary-
oriented during the entire period. "Paul Kasonga (Native)"
was put on the newsletter in 1931, the first time.a non-
missionary was listed, but no other nationals were men-

tioned in the listing of leaders on the newsletter cover
04

’

until 1937.°
In 1942 the Mission could claim two large congre-
gations with aboﬁt two hundred and forty/aéﬁﬁérs4’éix
chief outstations, ten churches, ten pastors, fifty-three
evangelists, two deacons, and one hundred and thirty—-eight
preaching statidns.205 At the end of the period of study
nine men had been ordained and the membership numbered two
hundred and fifty-six at Kafulafuta and two hundred at

Fiwale Hill.206

The Scandinavian Independent Baptist Mission. The

Scandinavian Independent Baptist Union sent their first
missionaries to Natal, South Africa, in "about 1892, and
continued to work there and later in Portuguese East Africa

207

in the years that followed. The Lambaland missionary,

Arthur J. Cross, requested his sccilety in 1930 to survey

204Lambaland, January, 1931; January, 1937.

205Lambaland, September-December, 1942.

2O6Lambaland, January-June, 1946; JulusDecember,

1946.

207Johannes DuPlessis, A History of Christian
Missions in South Africa, p. 338; C. P. Groves, The
Planting of Christianity in Africa, III:177.




6l
the Copperbelt with a view to asking this Mission to share
in the responsibility for ministering to the people in this
part of Northern Rhodesia.298 J. E. Ennals, Secretary of
the Baptist Union of South Africa, with Charles Garratt,

a fellow pastor, and two missionaries from Portuguese East
Africa Qisited Lambaland, after which an invitation was
extended to these Baptists to live in, "Lesa's country,"
and work in the ﬁama Lima Reserve, southwest oF~.
Kafulafuta.209

Anton and Signe Johansson arrived in Northern.
Rhodesia in 1930 to begin the ‘work of their mission at a
station called Mpongwe.ZIO' Johansson had accompanied the
two South Africans along with his fellow missionary,
D. Eriksson, on the earlier trip.211 During the following
year the couple, along'with Else Borg, a single missionary,
were studying Lamba at Kafulafuta.212 Else Borg had opened
a station at Mikéta just fifteen miles from Mpongwe Dby 1937

but in May of that year she died at Ndola.213 A short time

208yandbook - 1930-31, pp. 14, 31; Lambaland,
October, 1930.

2091134,

.

2loEnar Holmgren, Letter from Mpongwe, Zambia,
January 17, 1973; Henry Holmgren, Letter from Luanshya,
Zambia, February 2, 1973.

21lyandbook, 1931-32, pp. 11-12.

212Lambaland, January, 1932.

213Lambaland, July, 1937.
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later Enar and Anna Holmgren arrived and took their place

214

alongside of the Johanssons. The two couples continued

from 1937 until they were joined in 1946 by Karl Fredrick
Hammarstrom, with his wife and children.215 The
Hammarstroms reopened the station at Mikata whg;e they
lived until 1953.°1°

The Mission's primary emphasis was on establishing
outstations, but échools were also star%ég\igﬁéhé/ﬁuildings
of several churches. The main station at Mpongwe had a
clinic in which the missionary wives administered the-

217

treatment. No statistics were available of growth at

the end of this period of étudy.

Baptists in Rhodesia

In Southern Rhgdesia, Baptists came as residents
and then asked for help in mi;istering to their spiritual
needs. The European farmers maintained their contacts
primarily with Baptists in South Africa thle the main
contact for the African Baptists came from Nyasaland, since
the men of that couhtry began migrating very early in the
century in search of employment on‘the farms that were

developing in Southern Rhodesia.

214Lambaland, October, 1937; Rune Sollin, Letter

from Lindesberg, Sweden, December, 1972, indicated
Holmgren arrived in 1935, but the Lambaland reference was
dated and is assumed to be accurate.

2lsHenry Holmgren, Letter; Rune Sollin, Letter.

216Henry Holmgren, Letter. 217Ibid.
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Baptists from South Africa. When European farming

developed in Southern Rhodesia prior to the turn of the
century a gift of three farms in Matabeleland and
Mashonaland, as well as plots for church buildings in
Salisbury and Bulawayo, was made to South African Baptists

218 The leaders of the Baptist

by Cecil Rhodes in 1894.
Union of South Africa sent James Hughes and H. J. Batts,
two of their pastérs, to England to raise” fudds-for the
project, but they were able to raise only a few hundred
pounds.219 Nevertheless the Union leaders singled out
George Eales and requested that he move to The Banana Grove
farm in Mashonaland and work under a committee of Kimberly
residents- called the Northern Committee.zzo Eales com-
plained constantly of inadequate support and was unable to
make a living on the farm, so a short time later he
terminated his service with South African Baptists.221

A second oppor&unity arose from an invitation by
Wodehouse, a missionary at Umtali, when he requested that
the South AfricaniBaptists send a missionary to minister to
both the Europeans and the Africans in and around that
town.222 Although Joseph J. Doke visited Umtali in 1913

and died there, the Union did‘not find an opportunity to

218Batts, op. cit., p. 158.

2191pi4., p. 159.
2201144, 2211p44., p. 160
222

Ibid., pp. 149-53.
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begin missionary activity in Umtali at the time.223

Finally, at the insistence of individual farmers  in

Southern Rhodesia, J. F. Niebuhr visited those who had been

members of his congregation in South Africa.224 He was

asked a short time later to take the responsibility for

r

Baptists in the country under the auspices of the Baptist

225 Niebuhr

Union and arrived in Gwelo in July, 1920.
arranged for the sale of the Banana Grové~ farm thear
Salisbury and used the proceeds from the sale for the

226

support of his family and work. His wife died at - .

Somabula, south of Gwelo, shértly after they took up
residence there.227 .

In reports sent back to South Africa, Niebuhr
mentioned a witness among the Africans by Joshua Monama,
who accompanied him from South Africa and who also resided
at Somabula.228 Niebuhr visited Gwelo, Fort Victoria,
Bulawayo, Salisbury, Rusapi, and Umtali t9 minister to the

Baptist people who had moved into these areas to farm or

to conduct businesses, but no one location had enough

223y ndbook, 1919-20, p. 24-

224Batts, op. cit., p. 160.

225Handbook, 1921-22, p. 5.

226patts, loc. cit.

227Batts, loc. cit.; Handbook, 1921-22, loc. cit.

228

Batts, loc. cit.; Handbook, 1921-22, p. 47.

bid
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Baptists to organize into a church at the time.229 By the

end of 1925 Niebuhr reported that at Somabula the member-
ship was twenty-eight, but he did not specify whether they
were all Europeans or partly Africans.230 At the end of
1925, Niebuhr left the employment of the Bapti;t Union and
shortly‘afterwards returned to the United States whence he
had evidently come.231

In 1928 tﬁe report was made tha%lagé;;\ﬁdﬁéma a
membership existed of twenty-five Europeans and twenty
Africans, but suggested that no progress had been experi-

enced since Niebuhr had left.2-2

By the end of 1928
Joshua Monama had left the‘employ of the Baptists although
he had not left Southern Rhodesia, and plans were made to
close down the work at-Somabula.233 However, a newly
formed congregation at'Bulawayo in 1928 had invited W.
Martin to come from England to minister to them.234 He
requested that the church be accepted into the fellowship

of the Baptist Union of South Africa and when this was done

22%4andbook, 1922-23, p. 44.

2304andbook, 1924-25, p. 40.

231Handbook, 1925-26, p. 19.

232yandbook, 1928-29, pp. 14, 38.

2334andbook, 1929-30, p. 14; Handbook, 1930-31,

-

p. 12.

234yandbook, 1929-30, pp. 26, 29; James A.
Hendricks, Baptists in Southern Africa, p. 64.
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he was also listed as "a ministerial probationer."235 This

pattern of association with South African Baptists was
followed for many years and the churches were considered a
part of the Baptist Union.

Martin was joined in March, 1930, by A. E. Brett

r

who took charge of the work in Salisbury, leaving Martin to

minister in Bulawayo.236 Martin had reported a membership

of thirty-nine in Bulawayo with an additionil Ewerfy-five
at Somabula.237 Brett had only a handful at Salisbury, but
began at once, mainly by his own labor, to build a church
building which was completed in 1930.238
Brett was forced to'le;ve in early 1932 because of
his health; and although the next pastor, A. H. Chapman,
stayed for only six months, the church was organized that
year with forty-seven charter members.239 In two vyears
Frank Oldrieve and D. G. Forster had served the congrega-
tion as pastors and by 1935 H. Guyton Thqpas had arrived to
lead the Baptists not only in Salisbury but in the whole

country for almost twenty years.240

235Hﬁndbook, 1929-30, loc. «cit.

236yandbook, 1930-31, pp. 2-3; Hendricks, loc. cit.

237 4andbook, 1930-31, p. 32.

238yandbook, 1930=31, p. 2; A Building from God,
pp- 2, 5.

23%5 Building, p. 2-

240

Ibid., pp. 3-4.
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In 1942, Thomas surveyed Umtalli as a possible field
for Baptist services, and arranged for laymen to conduct
the meetings, with a monthly visit by one of the pastors.
The services, by 1947, were being held regqularly, but in

1950 a minister of another denomination drew off'the

members to his church and the fellowship was closed.241

Even as the witness spread to Umtall it also grew
’ P ‘/,\\/ \\ ///‘
in Gatooma and Fort Victoria, as well as in Salisbury,

Gwelo, and Bulawayo. On September 30, 1948, the Rhodesia
Baptist Assoclation was organized with eleven delegates
from five different fellowships, who proposed a constitu-

tion to be ratified by their churches by the end of

242

‘1949. M. Howe was elected as the -first president and

E. M. Darroll as the second.243 At the time Darroll was

. 4
pastor at Gwelo, Howe was at Bulawayo, Thomas was at

Salisbury, and Basil Medgett was serving as evangelist at

Fort Victoria.244 ';

The Providence Industrial Mission. Daniel Malekebu,

in his position as leader .of the Providence Industrial
Mission, was -in a unique way related to Baptists in several
countries. Africans from Nyasaland had to find some means

of bolstering their income, and many turned to South Africa

2415 New Beginning on Old Foundations, p. 2.
242Hendricks, op. cit., pp. 61-62.
243134, p. 62. 2441144,
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and to Southern Rhodesia as sources of employment where
wages could be acquired and sent home. Many of those who
went into this éystem were members of the Providence
Industrial Mission; and wﬁén they gathered into little
groups tq worship, news of their existence was sent back
to Chiradzulu.

Malekebu made his first trip to shepherd one such
’ R TN 7

. . . . . LA 245
group in Salisbury in 1934, holding meetings in a home.

Thirty were baptized during the trip and such visits con-
tinued irregularly through the years, although they were

246 Representatives from

proposed as an anﬁual occurrence.
each congregation were expecfed to return to Chiradzulu
from Rhodesia each'year to pérticipaﬁe in the annual
assembly and to bring funds.247

When C. C. Adam; appointed Malekebu as Supervisor
of Southern, Central, and East Africa during his visit to
Southern Rhodesia in 1947, he also visited the congrega-
tions in Salisbury.248 He had received an invitation from
W. P. Chigamba, 1eade;\of the members in the country, and

reported meeting with two congregations with eighty-two

245Déhiel Malekebu, Taped interview at Chiradzulu,
Malawi, July 13, 1970. )

246Ibid.; Adams, op. cit., p. 56.

247Mission Herald, 51:2, September-October, 1947,
p. 5; 51:4, January-February, 1948, pp. 24-25.

2481134, 51:2, September-October, 1947, p. 5; 51:3,
November-December, 1947, p. 25.
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members.249 On his way home in September, 1950, Malekebu

also met with Chigamba and made plans for the carrying on

of the work in his absence.250

Baptists in East Africa

r

‘Mention has been made in various Christian litera-
ture of the presence of Baptists in East Africa prior to
1950.%°1 A number of faint leads were £511%wedy But no
recordiEould be found of Baptist groups as defined in this
study. The fact that Baptists worked in other missions in
East Africa has not been questioned, but their Baptist
identity as designated in this study was not verifiable.

The first reference to a Baptist was in 1894, when
the Imperial British East Africa Company's directors,
Mackinnon, Bruce, and Buxton, planned the East Africa
Scottish Industrial Mission and founded its first station
at Kibwezi on the main trade route inlang into what was to
become Kenya Colony. The leader, for a short while only,
was David Charters, who had been active in the Baptist

252

Missionary Society in the Congo. Charters disappeared

on a hunting‘trip with a colleague; never to be found, and

2491pid., 53:3, November—December, 1949, p. 16;
53:4, January-February, 1950, p. 17. .

25011,54., 54:2, September-October, 1950, p. 23.

251

World Christian Handbook 1949, p. 203.
. ' o
252John Caldwell Thiessen, A Survey of World

Missions, p. 225; Roland Oliver, The Missionary Factor in
East Africa, p. 170.

1
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others took up the lead and eventually moved the station to
Kikuyu, where it became a part of the Church of Scotland

Mission.253

Missionaries of the Africa Inland Mission arrived
in Kenya before the turn of the century, many with Baptist

connections, but the Mission has been identified through
254

the years as interdenominational. “"Other missioqs, in
[ /\\',/‘""\\ » /
later vyears, such as the Gospel Furthering Fellowship, have

had a similar composition.255

Prior to 1915 a group of German settlers mo&ed onto
the slopes of Mount Meru in northern Tanganyika and estab-
lished a small churcﬁ which was purported to have been
Baptist. Investigation showed that the congregation was of
a free church type, although not Baptist, and that its
existence was only shortlived. The building was reduced to
rubble bi the Africans- living nearby and the'bell was taken
to grace the tower of a nearby Lutheran éhurch.256

Another group mentioned as having been Baptist was

the Gospel Missiéh.ivIts_churches were offered by Presbyte-

rian church leaders in 1958 to Southern Baptist missionaries,

253dliver, op. cit., p. 171; R. Macpheréon, The

Presbyterian Church in Xenya, p. 25.
254

Oliver, op. cit., p. 239.

255Burton L. Goddard, The Encyclopedia of Modern
Christian Missions, p. 304.

256Eliata Nko, Interview on Mount Meru near Arusha,
Tanzania, May, 1971. ‘
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who decided not to accept them within their sphere of

responsibility.257 The missionaries who came initially

were under the auspices of the Africa Inland Mission, but

were supported by the Peoples Church of Christ, New Britain,

258

Connecticut. The group was ccnsidered a "faith mission"

and also described as a "settlermission," similar to the
259 With the passing

R ;,_//\/"'»\--//'
of time the few remaining Europeans who had been in the

industrial missions of Central Africa.

Mission no longer assisted the churches or identified with
tﬁem, and in 1946 the congregations united with the"
Presbyterian Chufch in East Africa.26o

In 1940 the Foreign Mission Board of the National
Baptist Conventioh, U. S. A., Incorporated, announced that
it was taking over a ngw mission project in Uganda. The
person involved in the venture was Ernest B. Kalibala, who
had begun the Aggrey Memorial School somewhere in Uganda %%&d?
1934 after receiving an education in the *United States.261
He and his family returned to the United States pfior to
1940, evidently seeking suppcrt for their concept that the

education of Africans was the vital link in adequately

projecting mission strategy. .Kalibala wrote that '"the

257A conference at the Presbyterian Church at
Kikuyu, Kenya, in which the writer participated in 1958.

258Macpherson, op. cit., pp. 84-85.

259 260

Ibid., p. 87. Ibid., pp. 90-91.

261Mission Herald, 43:6, January-February, 1940,
pp. 11-14,
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missionaries should agree that one educated Christian

African could serve the country better than five 111-

prepared missionaries."262 He returned to Uganda in the

fall of 1940, leaving behind an appeal for funds to assist

in buildings, agricultural equipment, and scholatrships for

263

students at the two hundred acre school. No trace of

" the school or of Kalibala was uncovered.
e ’\_'/*‘\ ‘//

2621154, , 44:3, July-August, 1940, p. 11.

2631144, 44:4, September-October, 1940, p. 14.



CHAPTER III

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 1950-1972

¥

‘For a century Southern Baptists had been related to
missionary activity in West Africa, with a primary emphasis
on Nigeria. By the middle of this century,-Gsorge W.
Sadler wgote, "Some of us have felt that soon we should be
reaching the saturation point in Nigeria so far as mission-
aries are concerned."l _With this prospect in mind, Sadler
visited Eastern and Southern Africa in 1950 and again in
1956.2 The outcome of his recommendations following these
visits was that Souﬁhern Baptist missionaries were located

in all six of the countries included in this study.

Southern Baptists in Rhodesia

In early 1947, Sadler began receiving letters from
Clyde Dotson, a missionary in Southern Rhodesia, asking
that he be accepted for sponsorship under the Southern

Baptist Foreign Mission Board.3 Several different options

1Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1951,
p. 102. Hereafter cited as SBC Annual.

2

Ira N. Patterson, Continent in Commotion, pp. 115,

148.

3Clyde Dotson, Letters to George W. Sadler, begin-
ning May 24, 1947. This correspondence and the minutes and
annual reports cited in this chapter are in the archives of
the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in Richmond, -Virginia.
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were mentioned by Dotson, but the one underlying principle
which colored his thinking was that he and his wife
"preferred work of a pioneer nature" so that they could
fulfill their interest in "pushing out into the unreached
areas."4 ) ’

The Dotsons had hoped to begin their career as

.Southern Baptist missionaries some twenty years previously
< g

but, because of the lack of funds during the depression,
the missionary support potential of Southern Baptists was
S0 érippled that they were refused appointment and had to
seek service withiﬁ the framework of an independent faith
mission.5 Sometime in 1949, due at least partially to a
doctrinal disagreéhent with the persohnel of the Rusitu
Mission in the eastern part of Southern Rhodesia where they
were stationed at the time, Dotson felt led to resign and
to begin working as an independent missionary.6 At about
the same time a group of European Baptists* at Gatooma,
under the leadership of Cecyl Till, a layman, decided to
begin a fellowship which held Sunday meetings in a local

hall and prayer meetings in the homes of members during the

4Ipid., May 24, 1947.

Sclyde Dotson, Letter of June 24, 1971. The corre-
spondence during 1971 and 1972 thus cited is addréssed to *
the writer of this dissertation and is in his possession.

6Dotson, Letter to Sadler, November 19, 1949.
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week.7 Dotson was called to be pastor of the struggling
congregation of about fifteen in late 1949 and moved to
Gatooma in Decemﬁer, assuming his duties on January 1.8
Cecyl Till's vision-was such that the 1little group planned
to erect a sanctuary to seat over two hundred even though

they had only sixteen charter members when they organized.9

Because of his missionary orientation and his long
' <:,/'/\V,

contact with African people, Dotson was not safzg?Iégxwith
ministering only to the Europeans. Thus, even on the
first Sunday at his new charge, he began to evidence the-
unlimited vision which was_his, writing afterwards that,
The first African service was held in Rimuka
Location the first Sunday in January, 1950. I went
upgto them, sang one of the native-songs, and .preached.
The next Sunday I went back . . . Y
Before long Dotsoﬁ had six African services near
Gatooma and was reaching out to Shabani, to Salisbury, and
to Bulawayo.l; He made contact with two African men who
became stalwarts in the churches for the ne;t few years.
Ndebele, one of the two, had been born of parents who had
come from South Africa'with.J. F. Niebuhr and had been

converted under him. Joseph Nyathi, the other, had worked

with the Baptists in South Africa for many years and was

7SBC Annual, 1951, p. 112. This report was
written by Dotson.

8Ibid.; Dotson, Letter to Sadler, November 19,

1949.

9Ibid. loDotson, Letter of June 24, 1971.

Mrpig.
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seeking to find a mission group with which to be associlated
in Southern Rhodesia.12

In July, 1950, Dotson's correspondence with George
Sadler bore fruit when the Area Secretary visited Southern
Rhodesia. He traveled in many parts of the country guided

v

by Dotson-and Ndebele, visiting such leadergkgs Guyton
Thomas, Basil Medgett, and Maurice Darrgll.13 The
~impression'which Sadler got was a favorablé/aﬁgwénd/ﬁe,
in turn, was asked by the leaders to recommend that
Southern Baptists join with South African Baptists in

sharing the responsibility for the Baptist witness in the

country.

The period of beginning. On éeptember 15, 1950,

the Foreign Mission Board voted at its meeting in Richmond,

Virginia, "to accept responsibility for mission work in
Rhodesia" and, moreover, "the Dotsons were appointed as
15

contract workers in Southern Rhodesia in absentia."

Their designation was modified at a subsequent meeting and

1ZSBC,Annual, 1951, p. 112; Dotson, Letter of
June 24, 1971; Dotson, Letter to Sadler, October 14, 1950.

13DotSon, Letter to Sadler, May 30, 1950; SBC Annual,
loc. cit. N
14

SBC Annual, loc. cit.; W. H. Doke, Letter
enclosed in a letter from Dotson to Sadler, March 3, 1950;
Dotson, Letter to Sadler, October 14, 1950; Dotson, Letter
of June 24, 1971.

15Commission, XIII:10, November, 1950, p. 19;
XIV:3, March, 1951, p. 24.
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they were called "special appointees."16

In December, 1950, Ralph and Betty Bowlin were
appointed as the second couple for Rhodesia.17 They left
to join the Dotsons on April 24, 1951.18

Dotson meanwhile engaged in a flurry of activity
that was awesome in its extent. Writing in July,rl951, he
mentioned seven different towns and cities where services
were being ;onducted and listed seventeen 'd¢ifférent "
locations where preaching points had been started.19

Less than a year from the time Sadler visited
Dotson, a report came back to the Board that the Rimuka
church in Gatooma was halfway completed, as was the one at
Ngezi. Church buildings were started at Gwelo and Que Que,
and plans for new buildings were under consideration at
Bulawayo, Salisbury, and'Umtali.Zo In addition, Dotson
acquired a large tract of land at the edge of the Sanyati
Reserve in 1951 which he had requested theﬁprevious year,
and was spending much of his time there, living under a

tree for three months and sleeping in a hammock. His aim

was to construct a temporary mission residence of poles and

16Commission, XIV:3, March, 1951, p. 29.

17gpc Annual, op. cit., p. 180.
18Commission, op. cit., p. 24; SBC Annual; 1952,
p. 190. .

19Dotson, Letter to Sadler, January 16, 1951.

20Commission, XIv:7, July, 1951, p. 23.
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mud, and a seven room school building to be used as a
central primary school for the area.21 Dotson moved to
Sanyati just as’soon as the Bowlins arrived in Southern
Rhodesia to assist him.22

By thg end of 1951 the pattern of missioq work for
‘Southern Baptists was set, with the Rhodesian Baptist
.Association relating to the Lambaland Mission in Northern
Rhodesia and to the European and Colored éﬁ;}éﬁ;g\{ﬁﬂ
Southern Rhodesia, while Southern Baptist missionaries
concentrated their efforts among the African population of
Southern Rhodesia.23

Such was the activity of the two families that by
the end of 1951 Dotson could report that '"we have regular
services in every town of any size in Southern Rhodesia,
except Umtali, and we plén on opening work there next
year'.'24 He continued in his report to state that the
Rimuka church building at Gatooma had been, dedicated in
November and fifteen had been baptized there, churches had
been organized at Bulawayo and at Salisbury, and groups
25

were meeting at Shabahi, Selukwe, Mashaba, and Que Que.

All of this was accomplished while Dotson was living at

21Dotson;- Letter to Sadler, November 7, 1950;
Dotson, Letter of June 24, 1971; SBC Annual, op. cit.,
p. 108; Commission, loc. cit.

22

Ralph Bowlin, Letter to Sadler, November 10, 1951.

23Dotson, Letter to Sadler, September 12, 1951.

A N
245¢B Annual, 1952, p. 108. 251p1d.
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p. 114.
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Sanyati where fifty professions of faith were also
recorded.26 At the same time the report contained an
appeal for Southern Baptists to make possible the most
urgent need, "a properly equipped and staffed Bible
seminary," as well as a hospital, since there was none

nearer than Gatooma.27

At the end of 1951 the two families interchanged

NG -
residences, with the Bowlins going to Sanyati fg\féke up

the work of the central primary school and the opening of
ouﬁschools and preaching points in the reserve, while the
Dotsons returned fo Gatooma to live. Shortly after Bowlin
moved to Sanyati he desperafely tried to get a woman who
was suffering in childbirth to the hospital at Gatooma.
After spending hours wading through mud, they finaily got
her to the mission truck and started from Sanyati to
Gatooma. That evening, Sunday, they were stuck in the mud
about fifteen miles from Sanyati and had to send word on
Monday morning to Gatooma for help to come. When Dotson
arrived on Tuesday morning, he found that the woman had
died the previous day in childbirth. They buried the woman
there by the side of the road and later he wrote: "We got
down on our knees, and prayed thé Lord fo send us a doctor
and to make possible a hospital, so our pegple would not

die like that."?8 N

261154., pp. 108-90. 271pid., p. 108.

2805tson, Letter of June 24, 1971, SBC Annual, 1953,
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The response to this appeal was such that by
February, 1952, the Foreign Mission Board reported that
funds had been released from the Lottie Moon Christmas
offering of 1950 for the building and equipping of a small
hospital on the Sanyati Reserve.29 The following month the
first of the medical staff, Monda Marlar, was appointed and
left shortly for Rhodesia and Sanyati,3o

The develépment of Sanyati contiﬁﬁgﬁrgﬁpidiy, for
by the end of 1952 the group could report that the new,
fifty bed hospital was half completed under the supervision
of Ralph Bowlin and a new mission residence was finished,
while the central primary school was in operation with all
seven rooms filled.31 During this period correspondence
was conducted with two medical mission volunteers, Giles
and Wana Ann Fort, about the prospects of service at
Sanyati.32 The Forts were appointed in October, 1952, and
arrived just a few days before mission meeting in April,

1953.33 The hospital buildings were dedicated on Christmas

29Foreign Mission Board Press Release, February 15,
1952. (Hereafter cited as Press Release).

3OPfess Release, March 14, 1952; SBC Annual, 1953,

p. 115.

31gBe Annual, 1953, p. 115.

32Dotson, Letter to Sadler, October 11, 1951.

33Commission, XVII:2, February, 1954, p. 15.
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day of the same year.34

Meanwhile other aspects of missionary activity
prospered as well. Reports to the Board in early 1953
mentioned five organized churches, the central primary
school at Sanyati and five outschools averaging fifty
pupils each.35 The school system was to develép leaders
for the years to come. Isaac J. Chigede, President of the
Rhodesian Baptist.Convention in 1972, waS*Shé“Bﬁmtﬁé future
leaders wﬁo were to make their way there. He had to come
from Zvimbo, one hundred and thirty-five miles away;36
Much of the detail in the organizing and conducting of
primary schools in the Sanyati Reserve became the task of
Mary Brooner, who.was appointed in April, 1952, and who
served for many yeafs at the Sanyati station.37

By the end of 1952 the Mission had grown substan-
tially. The Eugene Kratzes were in Gatooma and the D§vid
Lockards were in Bulawéyo.38 The Mission:had managed to

*

purchase a plot in Harare Township in Salisbury for the

34Minutes of‘the Rhodesian Mission of the Southern
Baptist Convention, December 22-23, 1953. Hereafter cited
as Rhodesia, Mission Minutes. )

35Prgss Release, Febrﬁary 13, 1953.

36Isaac J. Chigede, Letter from Salisbury, Rhodesia,

December 29, 1972.
SBC Annual, 1953, p. 115; Commission, XV:6,

37
June, 1952, p. 27.

,385BC Annual, loc. cit.; Dotson, Letter to Sadler,
September 17, 1952.
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growing congregation of about one hundfed and forty who
were attending services in a schoolroom.39 Gatooma had
four congregations in the process of organizing and also
claimed two schools which the Kratzes supervised.4o The
Mzilikazi Church, with Bernhard Muzananhamo as pa;tor, was
worshiping in their new building in Bulawayo.41

The church at Sanyati was also growing under the
leadership .of Ralph Bowlin and reported mggg«{g;;\tﬁ/
hundred professions of faith in six months time, partly as
a result of its ministry to the central primary school.42
Samuel Dgoma was tﬁe evangelist working among the predomi-
nantly Nyanja congregation aE Que Que; Joseph Moyana was
with the congregation at Shabani; and-Joseph Nyathi was at
Gwelo with fifty-nine members in the church and with eight
preaching points.43

One of the most unusual developments was the six
week visit in 1952 to Rhodesia of J. T. Aygorinde and his
wife, who was the President of the Baptist Woman's Union

of Africa. The couple made a tremendous impact upon the

churches, but the most lasting effect was the impetus given

395BC ‘Annual, loc. cit.; Dotson, Letter to Sadler,
November 25, 1952. ‘ -

40SBC Annual, loc. cit.

4lcommision, XVI:5, May, 1953, p. 8.

425p¢ Annual, loc. cit.

431pi4.
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to the establishment of a vital woman's organization in the
Baptist churches of Rhodesia.44

In the beginning period the dominant role was played
by Dotson, in lieu of a mission organization. Most of
the deciéions relative to both funds and plans were con-
ducted by personal correspondence with Richmond. The
missionaries, in their report-to the Foreign Mission Board
iat the end of 1952; listed five organized"ﬁgﬁ§zﬁés/@ith a
membership of 204, sixty-five baptisms, six schools with
538 pupils, three ordained and seventeen lay pastors, and
105 members of the woman's organization.45
Dotson planned his furlough in late 1952, leaving
ten new missionaries to continue the diversified, infant
mission program.46-$he group of missionaries met at
Sanyati in April, 1953, to plan for a constitution and for
formal organization of what they called the Rhodesian
Mission of the Southern Baptist Conventiog.47 They met
again in Gatooma in August and elected officers. Ralph
Bowlin was chosen as Chairman and Gene Kratz as Treasurer.%®

One important item that came up for discussion in April was

the plan for a Bible school. Dotson had been seeking land

41pig. 45

46Dotson, Letter to Sadler, September l7,41952.

47 Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, April 22-23, 1953;
SBC Annual, 1954, p. 115.

48Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, August 17-23, 1953;
SBC Annual, loc. cit.

Ibid., pp. 182-186.
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for the school near Salisbury, but the new missionaries
changed the plan and scheduled the opening of a Bible |

School in 1954 at Sanyati.49

The Rhodesian Baptist Mission. At the August

meeting of the Mission in Gatooma, the name of the Jroup
was changed to the Rhodesian Baptist Mission since Dotson

had written that this.was the name which He had\used in.
e \//--“\\ /
50

-

registration with the government. When a further meeting
was held in Sanyati in December in conjunction with the‘
formal opening of the hospital, Dotson had returned and éll
twelve of the missionaries participated in the approval of
the constitution.s1
The year 1953.was one of continﬁéd growth. The
central primary school at Sényati had its first graduating
class of eighth grade students, and had a total student
body of two hundred and fifty.52 The Mission found some
sort of divisioﬁ necessary because of the gr&Wth, so three
districts were set up following tribal boundaries.53 The

Southern District was among the Ndebele people, with

Bulawayo as the hub under Bernhard Musanenhamo, and with

49Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, April 22-23, 1953,

5ODotson, Letter to Sadler, August 31, 1953..

5thodesia, Mission Minutes, December 22-23, 1953,

52SBC Annual, 1953, p. 115; Press Release,

February 13, 1953.
53

SBC Annual, op. cit., p. 116.
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Shabani under Joseph Moyana. This area also included
Gwelo. The Central District was based on Gatooma, and
since no new missionaries were appointed in 1953, the work
there much of the time was under the supervision of the
African evangelist, Aaron Ndlovu, aided by membe;s of the
European church. The Kratzes moved to Sanyati in March
‘ and Dotson did not return to Gatooma until the end of the
year.54 This area; mostly Shona speakin&fjgﬁgiaﬁeﬁ/the
churches at Que Que and Salisbury. The Sanyati District
was the third and was tied to the mission station and the
church located within its boundaries‘55

The first Woman's Missionary Union convention was
held in October, 1953, with sixty-five women present,
meeting at the Mzilikazi Baptist Church in Bulawayo.56 The
church leaders also expfessed a desire to meet together for
fellowship and planning, so the missionaries arranged for
the first African Baptist convention meetjing to take place
in Gwelo in September.57

With the coming of new missionaries, the John
Cheynes, the Gerald Hérveys, and with the appocintment of
the William Westers and the Sam Jones, as well as the
transfer of the Marvin Garretts from Nigeria, changes were

in order. In September, 1954, Dotson moved to Salisbury,

541pid. 551pid.

56Ibid., p. 115; Commission, XVII:2, February, 1954,
p. 8.

57SBC Annual, loc. cit.
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leaving Gatooma, Bulawayo, Gwelo, and Sanyati to the newer
< . 58
missionaries.

Plans for the new African Baptist Seminary came
into consideration again at a meeting called in May, 1954,

. . 59
where three decisions were recorded.

The first was to
locate the institution at Travellers Rest Farm, about ten
miles outside of Gwelo, where the Missieon had obtained
about one hundred acres of property. Theﬁgggsga\ﬁég/that
the Loockards and the Bowlins were to share the responsi-
bility for operating the school. The third was to set
January, 1955, as the target date for accepting students
and beginning classes. At tHe same meeting, with the
impending furlough of the Bowlins, Lockard was elected
Chairman of the Mission and Kratz was named Treasurer. The
Lockards were able to mo&e to Gwelo in October in order to
be ready for the Seminary to open in January as planned.
In the shuffle of personnel the Cheynes moyed to Gatooma
and the Harveys relieved the Lockards at Bulawayo.60
During this yeaf, the missionaries worked out a
carefully balanced system df grading for pastors, including

a centralized -method of equal subsidization of salaries and

allowances coniplete with salary SCales and terms of

58Dotson, Letter to Sadler, November 12, 1954.

59Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, May 10-11, 1954.

6oGerald Harvey, Letter to Sadler, October 9, 1954.
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. 61
service.

The death of Joseph Nyathi in Gwelo was a loss to
the Mission becaﬁse of his experience with the missionaries
since the beginning.62 Dotson also had to attempt to revive
the Salisbury church because the resignation of D. Muyambo
in November, 1953, had handicapped the congregation.63

Even as Dotson went to Salisbury, his eyes were

. ' . A 7
still cast towards the rural areas with the réstléss nature
of his personality, and the Secretary noted at a meeting
that, "Brother Dotson interjected the fact that he and his
family should go to Nyasaland, and [that] this decision
rested with the board. Someone will be needed to replace

464

them, . . . With this goal in mind, he and Giles Fort

had gotten Sadler's permission and made a trip to Nyasaland
in July, 1954, with Henrj Nyekanyeka and Samuel Ngomo.65

By May, 1954, Dotson began to receive letters from
a Chief Chilipa of Chimwala village near Fort Johnston, and

the men visited him on the trip.66 The correspondence from

Chilipa continued at intervals and kept before the Mission

61Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, December 12-14, 1954.

62¢pc Annual, 1955, p. 121.

63Dotson, Letter to Sadler, November 12, 1954.

64Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, March 25, 1955.

6S"History of the Baptist Mission of Central Africa
(Rhodesia), 1950-56," (unpublished manuscript), p. 15;
Commission, XVIII:3, March, 1955, p. 21.

66Dotson, Letter to Sadlef, May 31, 1954.
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the prospect of an expanded missionary program into other
parts of the prqposed Central African Federation.

On March 26, the day following Dotson's statement
about moving to Nyasaland, his wife was struck by a car and
killed, while she was riding a motor scooter in .
Salisbury.67 The missionaries helped him with the children,.
.first at his home and later by taking the@/&gﬁgkfhe%y own
homes for a period ©of several months, while Dotsé;/@as
making plans for the future.68

| Dotson desperately wanted to move away from
Salisbury and asked the Mission to transfer him by the end
of the year. He was willing to go to Nyasaland, or to the
Gokwe Reserve west‘of Sanyati, which was even more

isolated.®?

The Mission;asked him to go to Umtali instead,
even though at first they acceded to his request at an
earlier meeting and assigned him to Gokwe. He moved to
Umtali in September, staying with Andrew van den Aardweg,
pastor of the European Baptist Fellowship.7o

Dotson remained at Umtali until the end ofvl956,

starting a church at Sakubva and at Pinto in a farm school,

67Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, March 28, 1955; Press
Release, March 28, 1955.

68Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, loc. cit.; Dotson,
Letter to Sadler, May 24, 1955.

69

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, June 11, 1955.

70Dotson, Letters to Sadler, June 15; September 3,
1955.
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as well as one among the Colored people in Umtali called
the Florida Baptist Church.71 As he set his furlough date,
he wrote that, if the DeBords did not arrive at Umtali as
planned, he might stay over. At the same time he requested
that he be allowed to go into Northern Rhodesia if the
Mission decided to move in that direction because he was
familiar with the European Baptist leadefsV;hQEeJZf//,

During this time the rest of the mission activity
continued to develop. The Seminary was opened in February,
1955, with a class of eleven men.73 Two courses of study
were projected, two years in a vernacular language and
three in English. The following February, when the school
accepted a second class of eight, seveﬁ of the first class
returned, and five wives also applied for-classes.74 By
the end of 1956 the first two students in the two year
vernacular class had completed their studies and had gone
into churches as pastors.75 ’

On April 3, 1956, George Sadler reported that

"there is a likelihood that the Southern Baptist Mission in

Southern Rhodesia will expand into Northern Rhodesia and

"l1pid., January 9, 1956.

72Tpid., May 1; August 20, 1956.

73Commission, XVIIT:6, June, 1955; pp. 16-17, 32.

Y%1pid., XX:5, May, 1957, p. 22; XXI:6, June, 1958,

A or—

p. 20. -~

7SsBC Annual, 1957, p. 128.
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Nyasaland."76

At the previous mission meeting in June, the
body had recommended that, in theﬂlight of the recent
polifical federation, they should have a witness in all
areas and that a committee should go to contact both the
government agencies involved and the European Baptists now

at work, especially in Northern Rhodesia.77 Sadler was

.asked for both the authority and the funds for the trip,

. ™
v Ny Sl

and by August he had responded that he apprqvedwfhe idea
and would find the funds necessary.78 ’

The Mission chose Clyde Dotson, Bill Wester, and
Gerald Harvey to ﬁake the trip. The team decided to wait
until May, 1956, because of the time necessary for adequate
planning.79 They also decided to include two African
leaders, Lazarus Green Malunga and Jeremiah. The five men
visited Luanshya, Chingola, Bancroft Mine, Mufulira, Kitwe,
Fort Rosebery, Kasama, Abercorn, Tunduma, Lilongwe, Fort
Johnston, and Blantyre, and upon their return recommended
that missionaries should be sent to both Northern Rhodesia
and Nyasaland.8o Northern Rhodesia seemed to them the more

urgent field, so they suggested that a missionary and an

African pastor be located in Kitwe, and then in other towns

76Press Release, April 3, 1956.

77Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, June 11, 1955.
"81pid., August 27-31, 1955.

792239.

80

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, July 6-9, 1956,

ks
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as the work grew.81
Before sending the committee the Mission had
decided to contact the European Baptists in Southern
Rhodesia and to discuss the matter with them because
several of their number were in Ndola and also because of

their relationship to South African Baptists and the

Lambaland Mission.82. The committee also ﬁis%pgdmﬁhe
W '’ RN

~. .

Lambalahd missionaries on the trip and sought to work out
locations that would not conflict with the Baptist develop-
ment already planned for the mines and the towns.83 |

The Mission accepted the recommendation that
personnel go to Kitwe and the Copperbelt and voted that the
Nyasaland project be '"kept in prayer" until a later time.84
The Gerald Harveys were asked to go to Northern Rhodesia
upon their return from furlough in 1958.85 Before the end
of 1956 the Mission requested seven new couples in order to
free some of the missionaries on the field for entering the
new work.86

Clyde Dotson wrote while on furlough asking again

for permission to go into Nyasaland, but he was reassigned

8lrpiq.

821pi4., June 11, 1955; July 6-9, 1956.
831pia., July 6-9, 1956.

841y 85 1.

86

Minutes of the Executive Committee of the
Rhodesian Mission of the Southern Baptist Convention,
September 14, 1956. (Hereafter cited as Rhodesia, E.C.
Minutes).
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to Umtali for his next term of service. At the same time
John Cheyne requested that he be considered for the
Nyasaland project and was given permission to visit
Blantyre on his way home on furlough in order to make plans

for taking up his residence there and for studying Nyanja.87

The Baptist Mission of Central Africa.d/Zn July,

1957, the Mission cﬁanged its name to the Baptist-MiSsion
of Central Africa, so as to include the missionaries going
into the two new countries.88 However, early in 1958 the
Mission reversed its decision to send the missionaries,
having been discouraged by H. Cornell Goerner, the new Area
Secretary.89 The Carrolls and DeBords who had been assigned
temporarily to Southern Rhodesia, while waiting to enter
into the new Southern Baptist field of East Africa, did not
take up their assigned places of responsibility. The
Mission had too few new appointees to allow for expansion
without leaving existing stations unmanned, so they voted
to cancel the plan to send the Harveys and Cheynes to new
areas and reaséigned ﬁﬁem.go

The matter was still under consideration at the
1958 mission meeting and, at a éailed Executive Committee

meeting in February, 1959, the Personnel Committee was

87Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, July 5-8, 1957.

881pid.; Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, April 11, 1957.

89Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, February 15, 1958.

901154,
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requested by the LeRoy Albrights that they be allowed to
study Nyanja andrthat, after one term of service in
Southern Rhodesia, they go to Nyasaland.91 Finally, at
mission meeting in July, 1959, the Albrights and the
Westers expressed their strong sense of call to Nyasaland,
so the Mission agreed to their going and planned a special

service for setting apart the two couples fo;\the ministry
oo -

in the new country.92 At an Executive Commitéée mégking in
August, 1959, the Mission also responded to correspondence
from.the Tom Smalls, who were on furléugh at the time,‘in
which he told of a definite leading to Northern Rhodesia.93
A decision was made to assign the Smalls and the Zebedee
Mosses, a new couple, to Kitwe in order for them to begin a
study of the Benbalanguagé. |
Meanwhile, in September, 1957, Clyde Dotson had
returned to Umtali, accompanied by his new wife, Ebbie
Kilgo Dotson. However, she died in childbifth on
January 24, 1958.94 Dotson was allowed by the Missidn to
move from the more mature work at Umtali and to begin

afresh in the Gokwe Reserve across the Umnati River from

Sanyati. He was able to make plans to have accommodatiocn

911bid., FPebruary 27, 1959.

92Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, June 25-July 5, 1959.

93Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, August 19, 1959.

94Press Release, January 24, 1658; Commission,
XXI:4, April, 1958, p. 24; SBC Annual, 1958, p. 137.




94

ready and begin in August, 1958.95

The Baptist Convention of Central Africa. Mention

was made of the meeting in 1953 of the African leaders

which was called a "convention.' However, nothing formal or
regular was planned. A growing awareness for the need of a
change in relationships between missionaries and African
leaders was developing. Thus, early in 1956 gs evangelistic
conference was planned which was to serve a;/éﬁ/iggbigé—
tional and promotional meeting for the pastors. As a part
of the discussions the subject of this relationship

arose.96 At the Mission meeting in July at Gwelo, a report
from the conference was presented in the form of two ques-—
tions which the pastors wanted the missionaries to answer.
They were: '"Can there be_room for the African Pastor to
attend the Mission Annual Conference?" and "As a group of
Pastors, we would like to- know whether we could have our
annual conference if necessary?" Two missionaries were
asked to meet with a committee of pastors to plan a pastors'
conference and two pastors were invited to attend "certain
sessions" of the 1957 annual meeting.97

In July, 1957, at Sanyati, "Brother Noah Sithole

and Brother Gibson Magaranombe were present at the Friday

954pc Annual, 1958, p. 136.

96Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, July 6-9, 1956.

97Hist0£1_9£ the Baptist Mission, p. 21.
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morning session and part of the Friday afternoon session

°8 Noah Sithole

as representatives of the African pastors."”
and Lazarus Green Malunga were present in 1958 and partici-
pated in the annual meeting of the Mission.99 At the
mission meeting in 1961 the African leaders were asking for
"full delegates,'" rather than "observers" at the annual
meetings, an indication of the heightened tension that was
developing,loo | S TN

In January, 1960, the Evangelistic Workers Com-
mittee of the Mission presented a ten-year plan whereby all
organized churches would become responsible for the salary
of their pastors within that'period.lol The matter
attracted little attention at the time either in the
Mission or in the churches. When the representatives of
the churches met for the'evangelistic conference in 1962,
they elected a seven member committee to meet on October 12,
with John Cheyne as missionary advisor, in order to plan a
constitution for a convention of the twenty-elight churches
and one hundred preaching points that were involved.lo2

A missionary, sensing the importance of the meeting

in Gwelo, wrote:

%8 phodesia, Mission Minutes, July 5-8, 1957.

%91pid., July 10-17, 1958.

lOODotson, Letter to Cornell Goerner, August 9, 1961.

lOthodesia, E.C. Minutes, January 7-8, 1960.

102Commission, XXV:9, September, 1962, p. 32;
Press Release, March 7, 1963.
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Messengers elected by the churches will arrive in
Gwelo a month from today for the purpose of discussing
a possible association of all our churches in some
form of Baptist Convention. Certainly all of us here
see the_need for God's wisdom in this new under-
taking.103
Cheyne called the decision "the most important meeting with
the African churches since the founding of the missibn,"
and Cornell Goerner commented that this action, after less
than fifteen years in Southern Rhodesia, hédutakefuaxgg/
half a century to be achieved in Nigeria, and that the
Baptist Mission of Central Africa was "deliberately fading
into the background."l,04
The Committee did its work well and prepared a
model constitution to recommend to a meeting of church
representatives on January 12-13, 1963, af which time the
group formally organized, chose officers, and planned their
first annual meeting, which was to be held in Gwelo
July 6-9 in conjunction with the evangelistic confer-
ence.105 The officers elected at the January&meeting were:
President, Abel Nziramasanga; Treasurer, Noah Sithole;
General Sécretary, John Cheyne; Adviser, Marvin L. Garrett.
At the meeting in July at Gwelo, the Convention
"asked the Centrql Africa Mission to release Cheyne from

Mission duties in order to devote full time to promotion

work in the Convention, expected increasingly to take over

1O3Herbert Neely, Letter to Goerner, August 1, 1962.

104Commission, loc. cit.

105Press Release, February 15, 1963; July 30, 1963.
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functions formerly performed by the Mission."106 They

chose the name "Baptist Convention of Central Africa" so as
tc be able to include the churches that would develop in
the newly opened areas of Nyasaland and Northern

Rhodesia.107 Thirty-nine churches sent messengers to the

. 108
sessions.

The missionaries hoped to use the opportunity for
sharing in the decision making with the chﬁfggégj\aﬁgn
almost at once reports began to come to the Mission from a
joint Church Extension Committee and also from a joint
Publications Committee, which had considered the needs in
literature facing the churcheé, after they had been elected
by the two separate bodies.109

Meanwhile the Mission's orientation towards the
assumption of responsibility by the Convention was shown in
their report to the Foreign Mission Board in 1963, which
noted that: .

In a significant step towards full self-support

all Rhodesian pastors were made directly responsible
to a local congregation, and any financial assistance
on pastors' salaries granted from mission funds will

be channeled through the local church, rather than
being paid directly to the pastor.llo

1060ommission, XXVI:3, March, 1963, p. 27.

1071p54., p. 28.

108 mmission, XXVI:8, September, 1963, p. 31;
Press Release, July 30, 1963.

lo9"Book of Reports of the Baptist Mission of
Rhodesia," 1964. (Hereafter cited as Book of Reports).

110

SBC Annual, 1963, p. 144.
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The Mission reported again two years later that:

A plan of subsidy reduction within the churches
moved into its second year. Under this plan, financial
assistance from the mission will be gradually reduced
until all churches become entirely responsible for
local expenses including the pastor's salary, within
a ten year period.ll1

As the Convention gathered for its meeting at Gwelo

in July, 1964, the address by Abel Nziramasanga contained a
bitter complaint that, "whereas we have had ghgwgpsxof//,

blessing in the past, today we are having showers of
stones,"112 To the one hundred representatives from forty-
four churches this comment not only referred to the politi-
cal tension caused by the breakup of the Federation, and to
the division of the Mission, and hence the churches, into
national groups, but primarily to an awaféness of the full
impact of the ten-year plan%l Thus, in the deliberations of
the Convention's Executive Committee, the hostility of the
pastors became so evident that the Mission's report men-
tioned an attitude of non-cooperation and noted that "the
basic issue was the mission's policy of subsidy reduction
and insistence that the churches gradually become self-

supporting."113 Yet the Convention was still able to

Pl

function to the extent of approving a resolution to send a

home missionary when plans could be worked out and also one

1lspe Annual, 1965, pp. 143-44.

112Commission, XXVIE:9, September, 1964, p. 31.

113¢pc Annual, 1966, p. 147.
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to plan for a program of youth work in the African high
schools.114

The disaffection became more pronounced, as two
decisions made by the Convention's Executive Committee
shocwed. The Committee resolved '"that the ten year program
which was imposed upon the churches should be withdrawn

2115

forthwith. They continued by insisting that "Foreign

-
N

Mission Board funds are not to be distributé&jtafoEHef/
organizations without consulting the convention." The
Executive Committee was unable to find a way to satisfy the
pastors and at the méeting got a vote of no confidence in
its attempts to solve the crisis and was voted out of
office. The new officers and Executive -Committee con-
sidered the possibility of having only one missionary
advisor for the Convention; with thg local urban ministry
being turned completely over to the pastors. The mission-
aries would be asked to carry out rural expansion, to serve
as educational and medical staff and, at least for the time
being, to remain in the,Seminary and in publications.ll6
The 1965 evangeiistic conference was canceled and
the Convention had to arrange its meetings without the
Mission subsidy ‘which had helped in their travel expenses,

and for this reason they were poorly attended.117

14p.btist World, 12:2, February, 1965, p. 6.
115Book of Reports, 1965.
116 117

Ibid. Ibid., 1966.
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The Mission Chairman commented in his report to the
Mission in 1966 that:

The Rugare Baptist Church, the home of two of the
Convention's main leaders, having failed to get the
approval of the Church Extension Committee for a
subsidy for their pastor, had two law firms write
letters to the Mission asking for "back subsidy" as
well as current month-by-month subsidy for their pastor.
This had been an unpleasant matter which finallg seems
to have been dropped by the Church's lawyers.ll

~

e
Mission continued to carry out the teri-year plan. Finally

Virtually all communication broke qugtput the

after two years the Convention met in strength again in
July, 1966, and elected a new slate of officers, who asked
the missionaries to plan "with them and not for them."119

The salvation of the relationship between the Con-
vention and the Mi;sion was found in ééveral areas of
activity. The first was‘ﬁhat plans had been made for an
evangelistii conference in May, 1966, for both missionary
and African leadership in the countries of East and Central
Africa, at Limuru, Kenya. The newly elected officers of
the Convention who desired to find new avenues of cobpera—
tion were chosen to represent that body and in this way had
an opportunity to participate with African leaders of the
five other couhtries, whose experienée modified their

attitudes.lZO

1181154,

191p14., 1967.

12OEvangelism Conference Baptist Churches of East
and Central Africa, May 23-27, 1966, Limuru, Kenya.
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The secdnd was that, as an outcome of the confer-
ence, a simultaneous evangelistic crusade was projected for
1968 in Rhodesia. The African and missionary leaders
became involved in the planning of thé crusade. Another
evangelistic conference was held in Gwelo, July 9-11, 1967,

which helped "to promote the .spirit of worship and fellow-

ship of the churches which make up the Baptist Convention
of Central Africa."l?l NN

A third was that the Mission planned a refresher
course and consultation in December, 1968, to which all
graduates of the Seminary were invited. Sixteen pastors
and six missionaries spent this time together in close
fellowship.122 Also, some of the missionaries realized
that a lack of fellowship with the African leaders had
contributed to the situation and began to plan specific
times for prayer and fellowship with the pastors week by
week.123 Finally, an empﬂasis on developing the associa-
tions strengthened the local fellowship and built self-
reliance which had heretofore_been emphasized only on a
national basis relating to thé entire Mission and
Convention.124 )

The revivals that were the:result of the deepening

fellowship and the local participatioh led to tWenty;eight

12150k of Reports, 1967.
1221534, 1231pi4.
124

Tbid., 1967; 1968.
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hundred professions of faith and over one thouéand
rededications in the more than sixty churches and preaching
points that partidipated.125

The breach in fellowship also caused several of the
missionaries to become active in special tasks thatrwere to
have long range effects, such as the development of the
radio ministry, involvement in the bookstore ministry,
planning for the institution of the Bible Way Correspond-
ence Course, and projecting utilization{6¥ African-oriented
visual aids.126

"During 1970 the Convention E.C. and the Baptist
Mission agreed to set up joint committees to work out
goals" for the churches, and also decided to have a legal
constitution, so the Convention employed a lawyer to assist
in writing one.127 They also planned a program of inten-
sive evangelism for 1971 and 1972 in which leaders, both
African and missionary, came from all parts of the country,
lived and worked together. 1In 1971, Mhandoro in Gatooma

and Tofara Township in Salisbury were the two places chosen

and in 1972 three were héld, at Karoi, Bulawayo, and
128

Gokwe. For these meetings "different assignments were
1251p54., 1968.
1261144, 127 1p34., 1971.
128

Ibid., 1972; "Pastoral Leadership Training Among
Baptist Churches in East and Central Africa," (Report of

a conference for Southern Baptist Missionary Representa-~
tives, Limuru, Kenya, January 7-12, 1972).
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given such as visitation, Bible study, preaching-hour,

counseling, follow-up, and convert training."129

Finally, the President of the ;onvention in 1972
was able to report that "although the Convention and the -
Mission move on parallel lines the creation of joiqt com-
mittees has apparently narrowed the gap between the two

distinct podies .30

Baptist Mission of Rhodesia. Two events showed the

missionaries the wisdom of changing their name back to the
Baptist Mission of Rhodesia at mission meeting at Gwelo, in

131

May, 1968. The first was the dissolution of the Mission

in order to form three missions at the mission meeting in
May, 1964.132 The second was that the éovernment of
Rhodesia proclaimed a uniléteral declaration of independence
which came into effect in 1966.133 In the light of these,
as the Mission developed its ministry, the contacts with
those who had moved to Zambia and Malawi camé to be minimal.
1. The Baptist Séminary. During these years the
development of the Semiﬁary had continued, following the
second graduating class in December, 1957, when four men
completed the f%rst three-year English course. Counting

the two who finished the vernacular class only six of the

1291p14.

131

130Book of Reports, 1972.

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, May 2-9, 1967.

132Press Release, May 28, 1964.

133Ibid., November 12, 1965.
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original twelve students completed their studies.134
During 1958, English became the only language of instruc-
tion and eleven men and ten wives entered the Seminary,
which was to be the largest single cléss for the next

fifteen years.135

Between 1958 and 1964 enrolment at the Seminary
held firm and byvthe end of 1964, at the tenth anniversary,
férty—one men and thirty-six wives had finished Etheir”
studies.136 In 1964, with fifteen students enrolled, six
came from Zambia, four from Malawi, and only five from the
older, more established work in Rhodesia.l37 The students
traveled by bus and train on tﬁe weekends in all directions,
going during one year to six major cities, eight mines, and
two company compounds.l38

During the time of tension, caused by the break in
relationships between the Mission and the Convention, the
decrease in subsidy for péstors, and the depfessing atmos-
phere engendered by the unilateral declaration of

independence, the size of the student body decreased

markedly. The annual réports to the Foreign Mission Board

134Commission, XXTI:6, June, 1958, p. 20.

135David Lockard, Letter to Goerner, Méy 16, 1958.

136Commission, XXVII:12, December, 1964, p.'20.

137Book of Reports, 1964.

138Press Release, August 26, 1959.
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in 1966, 1967, and 1968 listed six students each year. >~
However, in the report to the Mission during these years
the number was even less, for in 1967 and 1968 only one
student was mentioned and he was from‘Malawi.14O

Beginning in 1969, the attitude towards the
Seminary began to change and the enrolment went up'and the
applications came regularly each year. ;n 1971, four men
wére graduated in the third year class, four~were~in the
second year Elass, and seven were in the first year class
making a total of eighteen, including wives.l4l Additional
students applied for the next class and, in 1972, the total
enrolment was thirteen men and eight wives at the Seminary
in Gwelo.142 Still the Seminary had nq‘national staff and
the student body came predominantly from the Shona speaking
churches.

In addition to the ministry of the Seminary, a lay
training program was initiated at Sessami, a part of Gokwe,

»

with the attendance of ten men in 1967. The number rose to
fourteen, to thirty-five, and to over seventy by 1971.143
Participation had becomé nationwide with the lay preachers

coming from five different areas for the two weeks of

139¢pc Annual, 1967, p. 209; 1968, p. I50; 1969,
p. 140.

140500k of Reports, 1967; 1968.

14lpook of Reports, 1971. 1421p54., 1972.

143

Ibid.; "Pastoral Leadership Training."
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simple instruction. Accommodation was arranged using a
church building, and easily-constructed grass enclosures in
which the men slept. The teaching, oriented to learning by
example and by practice, was conducted in the neighborhood
of the church which had been chosen each time.144 )

2. Woman's Missionary Union. The development of
the Woman's Missionary Union kept pace with that of the
churches and its growgh at times exceeded théﬁfé?hgﬁé//f
churches on a nation-wide basis. Mention was made pre-
viously of the visit of J. T. Ayorinde and his wife, who
was the President of the Baptist Woman's Union of Africa.
After theilr visit, thé women's program began to develop
steadily, beginning with the annual meeting in 1953. The
annual report at the end of that year mentioned active
groups in a number of placeé and enumerated fourteen
societies with a membership of 218, when the total member—
ship of the churches was only 298.145 By the,end of 1954
thirty-one organizations had been formed with a membership
of 496, with the churches;reporting 637 members, and at the
Sanyati area meeting alone, over 100 women had partici-
pated.l46

I By 1956, the missionary wives had started planning

vernacular programs and the women had begun to develop

144"Pastoral Leadership Training."

145¢ac Annual, 1954, p. 184.

1481pi4., 1955, pp. 120, 184.
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. . . 147 .
their own organization. They had chosen a pastor's wife,
Tabitha Ndhlovu, to represent them at the meeting of the
Baptist Woman's Union of Africa at Ede, Nigeria. SHe
returned home from Ede as the Secretary of that body.148
The women reported a membership of 1313 in 1957, and the

49

churches reported a,membership of only 1008.l The

following year Joan Nyathi and Mrs. Noah Sithole were

~/V/\_/"'\ e

-

chosen by the women to consult with the missionary wives in
the preparation of the programs and also in the planning of
the annual convention.150 Ninety-nine of them met at the
Rimuka Baptist Church in Gatooma for that annual session.
African women presided at every session. At the 1958
meeting 148 African women and seventeen missionary wives
met at the new camp grounds at Gwelo and at this meeting
African women gave virtuaily all of the program.151

At the meeting of the Baptist Woman's Union of
Africa at Limuru, Kenya, in 1967, one of the, Rhodesian
women, Joan Nyathi, was chosen as the President for the
years 1967-1972, and the Rhodesian women invited the group

to come to their country in 1972 for the next meeting.ls2

1471piq., p. 128.

148 s s )
Commission, XIX:9, October, 1956, p. 35.

149 _ '
SBC Annual, 1958, pp. 201-02. A,

150

Commission, XX:9, October, 1957, p. 15.

151Commission, XXII:5, May, 1959, p. 17.

152Book of Reports, 1968Q
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However, due to the political situation in Africa in 1972,
the meeting place had to be changed to Malawi, althou%p the
women from Rhodesia still had the responsibility for
planning the program and Joan Nyathi was present to preside
at the meetings.ls3 '

3. Baptist Publications. Virtually no mention was
made in minutes of the Mission about the prépgf@QEﬁgL:fi/the
utilization of printed materials in the development of the
churches in Rhodesia in the beginning years. A note in
Wana Ann Fort's summary presented to the Evangelism
Conference at Limuru, Kenya, in 1966, noted that "each
missionary started to mimeograph material for his own use
until these efforts were centralized in 1957 through a

154

Publications Committee.!  In fact, as late as February,

1957, Betty Bowlin reported:

The Sunday school has almost tripled its attendance
this year, and an average of about eighty children meet
out of doors for their class each Sunday. ' The children
are given picture leaflets from the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board. The pastor's wife prints the
memory verse in the vernacular language and pastes it
on the leaflets.l3>

However, in the same year, under the leadership of
Ona Jones, the Mission Publications Committee began to

coordinate the publishing of literature. Although no one

15358 Annual, 1972, p. 144. Baptist World, 19:9,
October, 1972, p. 4.

154

Evangelism Conference, p. 29.

155Commission, XX:2, February, 1957, p. 24.
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was directly responsible for production at that time, the
Mission reported:

Practically every missionary was called upon during
the year to write Sunday school lessons . . . . Typing,
the cutting of stencils, and mimeographing are shared
by the various missionaries . . . . The lack of a
publishing center has caused every missionary to ‘have
a heavier load.l>6

By 1959 the Mission had begun to resort to commer-

cial printing, but still the majority of the bufden-wds an
added responsibility for those who served on the Com-
mittee.ls7 Finally, in 1960 the Logan Atnips were asked to
give full time to publications, serving in offices located
in the Rhodesian Chr%stian Press building in Bulawayo.158
This couple found that the materials were needed in four
different languages and so were soon joined by a group of
African translators. On February 7, 1961, a dedication
service was held at new offices for the Rhodesian Christian
Press, in conjunction witﬂ those of the Bapt}st Misszon,
for the Atnips were still using rented quarters from that

press which was owned by two Baptist laymen from the Rhodes

Street Baptist Church who still were printing the Mission's

material.159
1565pc Annual, 1958, p. 138.
157

Ipbid., 1959, p. 137.

158Commission, XXIIT:9, October, 1960, p. 14; SBC
Annual, 1961, p. 169.

159Press Release, March 1, 1961; Commission,
XXIV:6, June, 1961, p. 15.




110

The Baptist Publishing House was completed in June,

1967, just opposite the Rhodesian Christian Press, and the
staff moved into the new facilities, although at that time

160 African women had

the printing was done as previously.
been helping in the planning of programs for the Weman's
Missionary Union, but not until 1968 did the women plan a

workshop for African writers to prepare them for assisting

SN
in the writing of programs for the churches.l61 Pastors

and other African leaders were not involved in such a
training conference until September, 1971, when a workshop

was held on the subject.162

The results were so exciting
that the men who participated asked that the Mission plan
an annual workshop to enable the African leaders to be
more able to participate in this important aspect in the
development of their churches.

4. Bible Way Correspondence Course. The Mission
voted in 1967 to participate in the newly initiated Bible
Way Correspondence Course in Zambia, but was not able to
get someone assigned to take the responsibility until

1972.163

They also voted to take an active part in the
program to share publication materials with the other

missions in East and Central Africa that year, following

16OCarroll Shaw, Letter to Goerner, November 24,
1967; Press Release, December 29, 1967; Book of Reports,
1968.

161lp ess Release, October 29, 1968. 162114,

163Rnodesia, E.C. Minutes, November 6-7, 1967.
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two conferences which were held in 1970 to plan for the
coordination of the production of literature in East and
Central Africa.164

5. Baptist Bookstores. The Mission also became
involved with the bookstore enterprise in an attempt to
meet the need for the availability of the scriptures.
Marian G. Fray began a Bible Book Center in Gwelo for the

wr NN
sale of religious books, in September, 1963, in cooperation

with the Gwelo Baptist Associatidn.l65

The building
included a reading room and a place for personal confer-
ences, which proved to be an asset to the staff in contacts

166 By the following

which led to a spiritual ministry.
year the Mission had given assent to the bookstore as an
area for ministry, and the Eugene Milbys were engaged in -
full time utilization of this medium and wrote of their
location as being "the only multiracial reading room in
Gwelo."167 Then, in 1967 a small bookstore ‘was opened in
Plumtree in cooperation with the larger one at Gwelo, as a
result of Herbert Neelyfé transfer to that town to begin ami/
168

evangelistic ministry. The two bookstores continued in

operation through 1972 and, although several other

164154,

l65Commission, XXVI:8, Septembér, 1963, p. 31.

1665pc Annual, 1965, p. 131.

167Press Release, October 22, 1964.

16855c Annual, 1968, p. 143.
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locations for such a project had been discussed, no others
were started by the end of that year.

6. Educafion. In the early days of the Mission,
primary education formed an important part of the program
of development. The concept of mission work, especially in
the reserve areas, was that each church should have its own
school, with these schools managed from a central station.

. ‘ , ST
The pupils were to be fed into a central primary school in
the higher grades. In the urban areas, the need for the
Mission to operate its own central primary school was not
as urgent, but still'many times a congregation was
developed in conjunction with é school. With this concept
* in mind, one of the first tasks at hand-after acquiring
the station at Sanyati was to construct a seven room
building for a central schéol, which facility was nearly
completed by the end of 1951.169 The school soon became
truly a central primary school, for during the year Dotson
wrote that they had been given sites for eight krall
schools and "spent Sundays going from one to the other,

4170

holding services under trees. Four of these krall

schools were opened in 1952, with the others to be in

171

operation by thé following year. The Mission had also

opened a school in the church building at Gwelo in 1953, in

1695Bc Annual, 1952, p. 108.

170,,. . R
History of The Baptist Mission, p. 3.

171 ‘

Ibid., pp. 5-6.
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addition to the Sanyati central school which had 202
enrolled, and five outschools with another 367 in attend-
ance, and reported a total of nine schools with twenty-
seven national teachers and over 700 pupils.172
The first class was graduated from the central
school in December, 1954, with formal graduation exer-

cises.173 Gene Kratz was serving as Principal at the time.

Giles Fort gave the graduation address and tﬂékgﬁggié*ﬁﬁé
on a Christmas play as a part of the festivities. The
number of schools was up to twelve that year and the enrol-
ment was nearly 1250, with schools located in all three
districts. The demand for educaﬁion was such that at
Sanyati thirty—five students were turned away for each one
that was accepted.174 The number of schools continued to
grow until a peak was reachéd in 1959 with twenty-seven
schools and an enrclment of almost 3500 pupils.l75 In 1969
a definite decision was made that the Mission would be no
longer responsible for the urban schools, while still
maintaining those in the reserve and in the mines or on the
farms, witH the result thét only nineteen were operaééd by
the Mission that &ear. After 1969 the numbers declined
steadily.l76 v

In 1962 the Mission took a further step in

1721154, p. 11. 1731p54., p. 13.
1741p54., p. 15.  17°sBC Annual, 1960, p. 135.
176

Ibid., 1961, p. 167.
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relinquishing thelr responsibility in education and agreed
to continue managing only those schools which were in the
reserve, bringing the number down to only fourteen.l77

However, in 1962, the Mission began planning for a

secondary school at Sanyati, with a boarding department,
178

r

Two missionary couples

volunteered to teach in the school when it opened.179

setting a target date for 1966.

Meanwhile the Mission fortunately had gi¥eén-an

African teacher, Michael Makosholo, a scholarship to

Ouachita College in the United States in January, 1962.18O

He completed his studies and returned in time to become the
Principal of the Sanyati Secondary School when the first
class began early in 1966.18l In 1967 the students at the
Secondary School took their first examination which would
allow them to study in a senior high school section.182
While doubling the classes in this part of the school, in
1970 the Mission planned for two additional {evels of
instruction, with the students taking their first full. high

183

school examination at the end of 1972. The Mission

decided in 1972 that Sanyati Secondéry School would remain

177 1pid.., 1963, p. 145.
1781p14., 1964, p. 130. 1791p14.
180

Ibid., 1967, p. 200; Commission, XVIII:11,
December, 1965, pp. 3-4.

181 182

Ibid. Book of Reports, 1968.

1831p54., 1969.

-
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a single stream of four classes and would expand no
further.ls4
One of the most immediate causes of relinquishing
control of the primary schools by the Mission was the
financial pressure of constant expansion. Also, increas-

r

ingly the government wanted to take over supervision of
mission schools wherever possible.185 The Mission and,
laéer, the Convention were asked to manage thé ‘s€hoals for
the Education Department, within the framework of c¢ommunity
boards. This was shown in 1968 in the report that the
schools in Gokwe had been handed over to community manage-
ment, and that those in Sanyati were in the process of
being turned over.l86 In this system either a missionary
or a Baptist teacher many times had the responsibility for
actually running the schools. During 1968, plans were made
for turning over all primary schools to the government by
the end of 1972, except the central school at Sanyati and
the one on the seminary property at Gwelo.187

7. Medical Activities. Sanyati Hospital was an
integral part of the station's activities from the outset,
as was previously mentioned, with the fifty bed hospital
being dedicated .at Christmas, 1953; When Clyde Dotson

moved to Gokwe in 1958 to begin evangélistic activity in

this new area, the Mission was aware that the "‘hospital

1841y 54., 1972. 1851114,

186550k of Reports, 1966. 1871pi4., 1968.
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would be compelled to extend its ministry'into this needy
area.188 Therefore, in 1959 the Mission reported the need
for the enlargement of the hospital because of a rapid
increase in the number of patients, nofing that, "services
of the hospital were extended across the river into the

r

Gokwe reserve where periodic clinics are conducted, and more
serious cases are brought into Sanyati.“ls,9 The first unit
of an expanded prograﬁ, a maternity building;/;§§mgbmpiéted
late in 1960, and construction was started on an extension
to house a chapel and a waiting room, which was completed
the following year.lgo_

A mobile medical clinic program was put into
operation on a regular basis in 1963, which led to the
Samuel Cannattas moving to Sessami to begin the program.191
A further step in the mobile ministry was the introduction
of the air service of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship in
1966, which added to its outreach by including the Tonga
people in the Zambezi Valley, with five clinics being

192

visited by air. Effectiveness was increased still

further when an airplanekwas given to the Mission and based

1885pc Annual, 1958, p. 136.

189SBC Annual, 1960, p. 137.

1901p34., 1961, p. 168; 1962, p. 136.

1911pig.), 1964, p. 130; 1965, p. 145; 1968, p. 202.

192Press Release, June 10, 1965; Commission,
XXVIII:4, April, 1965, p. 20.
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at Sessami in June, 1970.193
Meanwhile, the hospital had also continued to
expand with the addition of an isolation building in 1965
and with the completion of a medical wara block, a dormi-
tory for nurses and one for nurses aides, in August,

1970.124

r

A seminary graduate, January Runganga, served as

195 The nexf“ﬁgﬁf“ﬁ\néﬁ

chapiain at thg hospitai in 1964.
pastor, Semwayo, was called to the position and served at
the task through 1972, with a steady number of conversions:
of from seventy to ninety reported from year to year as a
result of the hospita{.ministry.196

During the period of tension between the Mission
and the Convention missionaries were -assigned to two other
aspects of support ministry in Rhodesia. The first was in
the development of a radio ministry. Sam Jones was asked
in 1965 to give his time to the developing of this outreach
in utilizing the time allocated to the Baptists for reli-

gious broadcasting on the non-English programs.197 He was

given permission to obtain special training on furlough in

193

Book of Reports, 1970; Press Release, January 20,
1970. ' : .

194Commission, XVIII:8, September, 1965, p. 28;
XX¥XII:3, March, 1971, pp. 8-1l1l.

195Ibid., XVITII:l, January, 1965, pp. 22-23.

196Frances Greenway, Letter to Goerner, November 5,

1965.-

197¢pc Annual, 1966, p. 146.



118
preparation for this task. Gerald Harvey was asked at the

same time to assume responsibility for the production of

198

visual aid materials for use in the churches. A studio

or Baptist building was constructed in Salisbury for this

purpose and was dedicated in 1967.199

r

A summary of growth. The total development of the

churches and their membership kept pace with. the growth in
) . . ~‘//\/"'\\ /”

the other aspects of Baptist life. 1In 1952, before the

Mission was organized the number of members reported was

204 in five churches, which had sixty-five baptisms.200

The number of churches,‘baptisms, and members rose dramati-

cally during the years, as shown by a consideration of the

growth in five year intervals in the following table:

Year Churches Points Members Baptisms Offering
1952201 5 > 204 65 $100
202

1957 17 63 1,008 521 $1,050
1962203 37 66 2,787 524, $4,110
1967204 41 98 3,839 815 $7,728
197220 62 106 7,678 1,113 $12,413

1981p54., 1968, p. 140.

199Book of Reports, 1965.

2005p¢ Annual, 1953, p. 182. 2011p14.

202 203

Ibid., 1958, p. 201. Ibid., 1963, p. 250.

2041pi4., 1968, p. 148.

2OSFigures submitted in the statistical table for
December 31, 1972, to appear in the SBC Annual, 1973.
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Even discounting the first few years because of
obviously large percentages, the growth of these churches
associated with the missionarie§ of the Southern Baptist
Convention was still encouraging. The second five years
produced a membership increase of over 175 percent; growth
in the third period, even wi£h the tension generated Ey the
ten year program, was over 30 percent; and the last five
years, with the renewed fellowship between Missioh-and -~
Convention, showed an increase of 100 percent. Other
important aspects of growth are the spread of the churches,
which rose from five to sixty-two, in addition to the 106

preaching points, and also the increase in giving which

more than tripled in the last decade of the study.

Southern Baptists in Malawi

The Southern Baptist foreign Mission Board reported
in early 1954 that George W. Sadler was to explore the
possibilities of missionary work in Nyasaland as well as
the three countries of East Africa.206 In July of the same
year Clyde Dotson and Giles’Fort from Southern Rhodesia,
accompanied by Henry Nyekanyaka and Samuel Ngono, made a
two wéek trip into the country, visiting Blantyre, Zomba,
Fort Johnston, and Lilongwe;-seeking to form a basis upon
which to make recommendations for expansion into that part

207

of Central Africa. The men recommended that as soon as

2OGPress Release, January 8, 1954.

207

History of the Baptist Mission, p. 15.
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possible a missionary couple be sent, and suggested that
Fort Johnston was the most promising area.208

In April, 1956, Sadler suggested that there was "a
likelihood that the Southern Baptist Miséion in Southern
Rhodesia will expand into . . . Nyasaland," but that such

v

development was dependent upon the enlarging of the
missionary force in Central Africa.209

Dotson's contact with Nyasaland kept him pressing

the Mission for expansion in that direction and the
occasion of his wife's death in 1955 led the Mission
Secretary to relate that,

By the first of the year he would like to be freed
to do pioneer work in either Nyasaland or Gokwe. He
read a letter from a chief in one unreached area in
Nyasaland regquesting that "we come teach his
people. n210

Under this stimulus, the Mission made further

representation to Sadler about sending a committee to make
a thorough study of the prospects both in Nyasaland and in
Northern Rhodesia.211

A team of five men, three missionaries and two

Africans, made the trip in June and July, 1966, and

2OSIbid. . (Fort Johnston was renamed Mangoche in
abcut 1970).

2OgPress Release, April 3, 1956; Commission,
XVIII:3, March, 1955, p. 21.

21ORhodesia, Mission Minutes, June 11, 1955.

- Decisions which affected the work in Malawi were made by
the one Mission until 1964. The change will be appropri-
ately noted.

211Ibid.
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recommended expansion into Northern Rhodesia prior to
entrance into Nyasaland, suggesting that Kitwe would be the

212 While on furlough in 1957, Dotson wrote

place to start.
the Mission requesting again that he be assigned to
Nyasaland upon his return to Africa; but the Mission
decided that he should be located at a station in Southern
Rhodesia instead.213

In the meantime, at an Executive Cemmi{teeemeeting,
John and Marie Cheyne requested that they be allowed to
move to Nyasaland and that they have an opportunity on
their way home on furlough to visit the country to make
plans for the change; but a decision was postponed until
the annual mission meeting in July.214 At this meeting the
Mission voted "that Nyasaland be placed on equal priority
with Northern Rhodesia regarding entrance and personnel."215
They requested eight new couples for assignment to Central
Africa, with a view to sending the Cheynes to Nyasaland

&

upon their return from furlough, while asking Dotson to

216 At the same meeting the missionaries

return to Umtali.
decided to change their name to the Baptist Mission of

Central Africa, to take into account the proposed

2121p54., July 6-9, 1956.
213Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, April 11, 1957.
2ld1y14.

215

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, July 5-8, 1957.

2161154,
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. 217
expansion.
At a called mission meeting early in 1958 with
Cornell Goerner, the new Area Secretary, the Mission
realized that stations would be left unmanned at the
expense of this new work and decided to postpone the expan-

218 rhe

sion, reassigning the Cheynes to Southern Rhodesia.
vision of a new field was not lost even then, for at the

annual meeting funds were requested for a house.for-
219

~_

missionaries in Nyasaland.

‘The period of beginning.. LeRoy and Jean Albright,

when they arrived in Southern Rhodesia, expressed a desire
to study the Nyanja language so ﬁhat, aftef a term in
Southern Rhodesia, they could transfer into Nyasaland, to
which they felt a specific call.220 By June, 1959, both
the Albrights and William ana Blanche Wester expressed a
desire to move into Nyasaland. The Mission planned a
special service to set them apart for this ministry, and at
a business session requested funds for two residences and
two preaching shelters fdr:this new work, recommending that
the four missionaries reside in Blantyre while engaging in

language study.22l

217 1pi4. 21811314, , Pebruary 15, 1958.

2191pi4., July 10-17, 1958.

220Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, February 27, 1959.

22

thodesia, Mission Minutes, June 25-July 4, 1959.
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After October, 1959, the two families began sending
their reports and prayer requests back to Southern Rhodesia.
The Mission felt the necessity of helping them get estab-
lished and so in April, 1960, sent the four missionaries of
the Church Extension Committee to assist them in making

222 The

plans for getting started following language study.
Mission in Southern Rhodesia continued to receive details
of their progress as a part of its outreach therdugh—~the~
annual meeting'of 1964, although the statistics for church
growth were separated in the reports to Richmond, Virginia,
after 1962.223 |

Priof to separation from‘the Mission in Southern
Rhodesia and formal organization, the migsionaries held at
Limbe, December 18-20, 1963,'what they called the
"Nyasaland Area Meeting," with the Albrights, Kingsleys,
Thomases, Tharpes, énd Walkers attending.224 The Westers
were at home on furlough at the time. The group planned
to have separate executive committee meetings }rom then on,
even though they planned to attend the 1964 mission meeting

with the other missionarieé in Gwelo. They tentatively

elected Gene Kingsley as Chairman, Beverly, his wife, as

222Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, January 7-8, 1960.
223Rhodesia, Book of Reports, 1964; SBC Annual,

1963, p. 151. I —
224

Baptist Mission of Central Africa (Malawi),
Minutes of December 18-20, 1963. Although the Mission was
not yet formally organized, these minutes are included in
their official minute books. Hereafter cited as Malawi,
Mission Minutes.
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Secretary, and nominated LeRoy Albright as "sub-
treasurer."225

The group called another Nyasaland Area Meeting on
March 2, 1964, to meet with Cornell Goernér.226 Goerner
reported that action to divide the Mission would be taken
at the regular Foreign Mission Board meeting on April is,
1964, to become effective January 1, 1965, and suggested
that they send only token representation to ghe\megtingh;nw
Gwelo. In addition, as a part of their reorganization, the
group recommended that James and Charlotte Walker be
allowed to move to Bulawayo to relieve the Atnips and to

remain in the Mission in Southern Rhodesia.227

The Baptist Mission of Central Africa (Malawi).

The organizational meeting was held in Blantyre, May 20-21,
1964. The Mission chose for its name the Baptist Mission
of Central Africa (Nyasaland), and began planning the first
mission meeting fgr July 24—25.228 .

In May, 1964, following the dissolution of Federa-

tion, at the annual mission meeting in Gwelo, the Baptist

Mission of Central Africa (Malawi) became a separate

225Malawi, Mission Minutes, December 18-20, 1963.
2201p3i4., March 2, 1964. 227 1piq.

228Ibid., May 20-21, 1964. Although the Mission
chose to insert "Nyasaland" in the title at the meeting,
all subsequent references were to "Malawi" instead, since
the name was changed officially in July by the Government
of Malawi.

S
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entity.229 The Westers had arrived back in the country and
they, with the Albrights, Kingsleys, Thomases, and Tharpes,
comprised the new Mission.

1. The development of churches. The first note of
services held by‘this néw Mission mentioned the Albrights
beginning a Sunday school in their home in Blantyre in

March, 1960.230

Worship services were started at the
Chileka Airport, in the Soche Township, andrin4Magpme£g}/f
all near Blantyfe in 1961, and rapidly expanded to twelve
different locations by 1963, although the reported member-
ship was only forty—two.23l

The first church building'to be completed was in
January, 1962, at Ndalama, about thirty miles from Blantvre.
The congregation was organized the followiﬁg September.
Thomasi Kachasu, who separated from an independent congre-
gation when they accepted polygamous members, came to Bill

Wester and asked him to help'his people.232

The missionaries made contact with other African
leaders besides Kachasu and the Ndalama§Church. Donald

Kaduya had worked in Salisbury for several years and was

an active member of one of the Baptist churches there.

229Press Release, May 28, 1964; Commission, XXVII:6,
June, 1964, p. 30.

230

Press Release, March 11, 1960.

2313pc Annual, 1963, p. 150.

232Press Release, November 7, 1962; Commission,
XXV:10, November, 1962, p. 9; Stephen Galatiya, Letter from
Blantyre, Malawi, December 29, 1972.
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When he returned in 1959 to the Chiradzulu District, not
far from Blantyre, he asked Wester to help him to begin a
congregation, becoming the first of a growing number of lay
pastors in that area who associated with fhe Mission.233
Contact was alsc made with Henry Nyekanyeka and another
leader called Chimenya, in the Zomba District of the '
Palombe Valley, where a growing assoclation of churches
develgped which would lead eventually to the Westeré' “beifig
assigned to Zomba.234

The Kingsleys, after finishing their formal
language study in September, 1961, began a multiracial,
bilingual fellowship in Limbe, enlisting among others John
Nyerenda, who was a convert from the Baptist Center in
Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika.235

Meanwhile, by the end of 1960 the Albrights had
moved to Lilongwe in the Central Province of the country.236
In early 1962, Albright had developed friendshiQ‘with
several rural congregations to the extent that he planned a
short term lay pastors' "institute" for the leaders.237

The classes were held in a rented building in Lilongwe and

were attended by local leaders, joined by -three men from

233Evangelism Conference, p. 11l. 234Ibid.

235Rhodesia, Annual Report, 1962.

2365pc Annual, 1961, p. 66.

237SBC Annual, 1963, p. 146; Press Release,
November 4, 1966.
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Blantyre.238

The ﬁ&ssionz as they organized, remembered the
tension, misunderstanding, and heartbreak caused by the ten-
year subsidy reduction program in Southern Rhodesia and
from the beginning decided to follow a policy of not

subsidizing church programs and of limiting financial

assistance to partial aid for church buildihgs and to
i /\,/‘““\

~

establishing necessary institutions such as a Bible school
and a publications office.239

‘At one of the early meetings, a little group of
believers from the Palémbe Valley asked for financial sup-
port. After some discussion the decision was that, rather
than grant money, two missionaries would c¢onduct a two
weeks' program of stewardshi? training in the churches of
the area.24o

At about the same time the Mission received an
inguiry from Stephen Galatiya, who was completing his
studies at Gwelo at the end of 1965, asking for information
about the way in which thegMission planned to employ him.
The group recorded that,

The matter was discussed but .we éould not feel that

we had a place where we could use him for sure and we

do not pay pastors. It was agreed that Bill Wester
write a letter of assurance and encouragement.24l

238"Pastoral Leadership Training."

239SBC Annual, 1965, p. 144.
240M31awi, E.C. Minutes, February 16, 1965.
241

Ibid.
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The matter was resolved in a practical way when the
time approached, for the records show that in the fall of
1965 Galatiya was célled to Limbe as the associate pastor
of the multiracial congregation, supported largely by the
tithes of the missionaries and the gifts of the otheg
European members of that fellowship.242

2. Leadership training. The Bible School at
Lilongwe, following thé pattern set in the eéff;éfm;%téﬁbts
at leadership training, got its start in 1964 as a lay
pastors' training center with the 1eaders brought in and
maintained for severalhweeks, only one or two coming from
each congregation because of the expense and the growing
number of leaders involved.243 The Mission requested funds
for building permanent facilities for Bible School in
Lilongwe and completed the first buildings by the end of

44

1965.2 Sessions were started in the new school using

short term courses of six to eight weeks "between crops'" so

that the farmers could attend classes.245 The curriculum

was simple, instruction was informal, and staffing was by
various missionaries who left their own work for a week or

two and taught courses of their own choi‘ce.246

2421 0desia, Annual Report, 1965.

243Commission, XXVII:9, October, 1964, pp. 5-6.

2445pc Annual, 1966, p. 148.

2451pig., 1967, p. 200.

246"Pastoral Leadership Training."
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A second national leader, D. G. Makhaya, returned
“in 1965, after only one year at the Séminary in Gwelo, to
become the pastor of the Lilongwe Baptist Church, where he
had been located before going to Southern ﬁhodesia for his
studies.247 He was employed to assist in translation work,
and in various tasks associated with the Bible School to
supplement the income which he received from the
congregation. . TN

A very unusual relationship was established in the
Lilongwe area which was peculiar to Malawi and which opened
an unexpected ministry to this Mission. In October, 1964,
a meeting was held at which the Achewa Baptist Association
was organized.248 Twelve churches with a membership of
about 1,000, and with six preaching points, had been work-
ing together for many years in an unorganized fashion. The
leader, Allen Kanakalamba, decided that the coming of the

missionaries to Lilongwe gave his people an opportunity to

seek help and so he requested Albright to be their "teacher

and advisor," assisting in training leaders for the
churches which had never been led by trained pastors.249
The original leader, Peter Kalemba, had disagreed with

Malekebu about his policy of collecting all of the local

offerings at Chiradzulu each month for distribution’ and had

247Evangelism Conference, p. 13.

248Commission, XXVIIT:4, April, 1965, p. 24;
Rhodesia, Annual Report, 1965.

249

Ibid.
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separated from the Providence Industrial Mission in the
1930s. Allen Kanakalamba was employed by Kalemba and
inherited the churches on his mentor's death. The central
church, pastored by Kanakalamba until his death in about
1969, was at Nyanje about ten miles from Lilongwe. When
Kanakalamba died, a power struggle ensued which led to a

division into three small groups of churches, each with its
' PN

. 7
~

own leader.

Following the contacts made during Kanakalamba's
lifetime, the missionaries continued to strengthen the
relationship which had béen established. The leaders
participated in the classes in thevBible School, and were
included in the leadership of the Baptist Convention of
Malawi when it was organized in'l970.250

3. The auxiliary miniétries of the Mission. The
completion of the first Bible School buildings also gave a
base for the first attempt at publishing and printirg for
the Mission. In the early years a few tracts and lessons
were ordeged from Rhodesia, and occasionally from the
Baptist Publishing House in Lusaka, Zambia, but the politi-
cal barriers established by independence necessitated the
use of locally produced literature. Therefore, in 1966 a
small press was purchased and installed in the Biblé School

premises as a temporary expedient.251 A new, larger press

250Commission, XXVIITI:5, May, 1965, pp. 5-7.

251sBCc Annual, 1966, p. 148; 1967, p. 201.
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was imported and put into operation at the Bible School in
time for use in preparing materials for the evangelistic
campaign in 1970.2527

As a part of their literature program, the Mission
voted to adopt the Bible Way Correspondence Course from
Zambia and, before the end of 1964, began to investigate

253 They decided to circulate

methods by which to proceed.
' ’ <. /\\_,/——\ "
the studies in the Chewa language, instead of using Engfgsh
copies as in Zambia. The group also concluded that, because
of the pbverty of the Malawians, the Mission would subsidize

254

all costs for the courses. .An innovation planned for

Malawi was the use of the Bible Wéy Course in intensive
Bible study for leadership training on the-local 1eve1.25§m
However, supervision of the entire program was placed under
the Publications Committee in'Lilongwe in 1971. A modest
charge was added in 1972 for all except the first book,
"Who is Jesus?"256 &

Another outreach of the Mission into this field,

which preceded publishing,,Was the bookselling ministry.

The sale of religious books was attempted in several

2521p314., 1970, p. 119.

253Malawi, E.C. Minutes, November 17, 1964.

254Malawi, Mission Minutes, July 2-8, 1968. Chewa
and the Nyanja used in Zambia were considered the same
language until after independence.

255

Malawi, E.C. Minutes, February 12-13, 1969.

250Malawi, Mission Minutes, July 10-14, 1972.
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different ways, which seemed at times to be a plan to
support selected national leaders, while claiming not to
subsidize pastors. Thé men were maintained in this manner
at least partially with mission funds.

The first of the projects was a simple, vyet )
successful, plan. In 1964 a local pastor was enabled to
rent a stall in the local town market at Lilongwe and to
buy a limited stock of éibles and scripture péfi§65573§}”
The success of this venture was mentioned in reports for
three consecutive years as giving opportunity for an
evangelistic outreach in Lilongwe.258

M. N, Phiri, one of the three leading pastors,
wrote that when he served as pastor of the Soche Baptist
Church in Blantyre in 1968, he "was helping Brother
Davidson in his Bookshops diétributing books to about four
Bookshops."259 Another of the three main leaders, Stephen
Galatiya, noted that in 1968 at the beginning ¢of the
Mission's outreach into Chikwawa, southwest of Blantyre, -
"Bambo H. Sweet, a book seLler in Blantyre, moved to the
Chikwawa area to sell booké and to help these people grow

in the Lord."260 .Funds were requested to purchase property

2573BC Annual, 1965, p. 146.

2581144, , 1968, p. 143.

259M. N. Phiri, Letter from Mzuzu, Malawi,
December 20, 1972.

260Stephen Galatiya, Letter from Blantyre, Maléwi,
December 29, 1972.
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and build more substantial bookshops in Salima, Ncheu,

Limbe, Nkhota Kota, and Joli.261

Efforts were under way by
the end of 1972 to centralize control of the bookshop min-
istry under the joint sponsorship of the Mission and the

262

Convention. The buildings which were completed for this

purpose were also used as centers for the distributi;n of
literature to the churdhes and preaching points, and many
-»timssubecamesgstheringsplaces,for training séséibﬁ57\s/%f
serving as classrooms and accommodation for the leaders.

" A Baptist Building was completed in Chichiri,
Blantyre, in April, 1961, to house several Mission proj-
ects.263 The first activity requiring such a facility was
preSented in a request that came from the Vice-chancellor
of the University éf Malswi ts the Mission regarding a
ministry to the spiritual needs of the student body. The
Mission, after considering the request, responded that,

We are interested to the point that we would be
prepared to request that our Mission Board provide
funds for the construction of a Student Building ggzd

for the spiritual welfare of the students . . . .

The Kingsleys agreed in August to accept responsibility for

¥

261Malawi, E.C. Minutes, November 17, 1964;
~October 9, 1967; March 13, 1968; Malawi, Mission Minutes,
August 17-20, 1965; July 4-8, 1967; July 2-8, 1968.

262Ma1aWi, E.C. Minutes, November 14-15, 1972.

263ROy Davidson, Letter from Glantyre, Malawi,
December ‘14, "1972. :

264

Malawi, E.C. Minutes, July 26, 1965.
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the student ministry in Blantyre.265 In April the follow-
ing year the Kingsleys requested to move to Lilongwe
because they felt that the developing Bible School, publi-

cations, and the young churches presented more urgent needs,

and the subject of student work was dropped for the
266

14

time. Nevertheless, this ministry was taken into con-

sideration when the Mission planned for the cgnstruction of
the Baptist Building. . ST
The second use of the building related to the
bilingual, multiracial fellowship that had continued to
grow. An example of its growth was the report in 1965 of
the baptism of three Africans, one Asian, and one American

267

at the same service. The fellowship met.in rented

quarters in an Indian shop for about six months and then
was able to move to a local seéondary school, where four

268 The

classrooms were made available for Sunday services.
group in 1965 requested a plot in the Chichiri area of
Blantyre, upon which to build a sanctuary in conjunction
with the Baptist Building.2?” When the building was
finished in April, 1969, thexBlantyre Baptist Church, which

had been organized from the fellowship, rented the building

265Ma1awi, Mission Minutes, August 17-20, 1é65.

260valawi, E.C. Minutes, April 7, 1966.

267Commission, XXVIII:4, April, 1965, p. 29.

268Davidson, Letter of December 14, 1972.

269Malawi, Mission Minutes, loc. cit.
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for its own use and also for that of the Chewa-speaking
congregation which had developed from its ministry.27o Roy
Davidson served as pastor of the church from itsrorganiza—
tion in March, 1567, until the end of 1972, with the
exception of a period from August, 1971 until July, 1972,

¥

when Jack Gray from the United States served as interim

pastor.271 In December, 1972, the church had forty-one
L3

2 7 2 A ./‘/\/‘“‘\\\ //"

memberé, half of them Malawians.
In additién to these activities, an emerging radio
ministry was housed on the premises. Because of their
association with the Christian Council of Malawi, the
missionaries were given an opportunity in 1965 to produce
six programs for use on the Malawi Broadcasting Company
station in November. The missionaries decided to assist
the two African leaders, Makhaya and Galatiya, to produce
the programs.273 Following this initial contact, interest
developed on the part of the Mission to the stag% where
funds were requested in 1971 for a studio, and plans were
made for Roy Davidson to assume full time responsibility
274

for a radio ministry. An African assistant, James

Chindongo, was sent to Nairobi, Kenya, to attend a training

27ODavidson, Letter of December 14, 1972; Galatiya,
Letter of December 29, 1972.

271Davidson, Letter of December 14, 1972.

2721414,

273Malawi, E.C. Minutes, October 15-16, 1965.

2741514, , March 29-30, 1971.
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course at the All Africa Conference of Churches Center for
mass media, in 1971, and Davidson also participated in the
same course the following year.275

The Malawi Mission also undertook a mobile medical
ministry on Lake Malawi, reaching out from the mission
station at Salima. The Howard Bickers and H. Kanowa, an
African pastor, moved to Salima in January, 1967% at the
request of the Mission and bégan a program of evangelism ™.

276

and church development. Bickers was able to make

arrangements for the purchase of a large, lakeshore
residence, called the Milward property.277 Because of a
éerious lack of medical facilities for the people along the
shore, at Bickers' urging the Mission asked the Area Secre-
tary about the possibility of a medical missionary.278

They were informed that, because of other Foreign Mission
Board commitments, no medical personnel could be appointed
for Malawi. Not to be deterred, Bickers made a detailed
plan which depended upon employed African personnel operat-
ing mobile clinics based at Salima, using a boat requested
279

previously for lakeshore evangeiism.

The project was started in 1970 under .Bickers'

2751pid., November 22-23, 1972.

27811,14., December 19-20, 1966.

2771pid., February 2-4, 1966.

27811,14., October 30, 1968.

279Malawi, Mission Minutes, July 2-8, 1968.
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supervision, using Ned Kasonga, a medical assistant, and
his wife, a nurse.280 Difficulties in personal relation-
ships within the staff necessitated the changing of person-
nel soon after the program was started, but two medical
assistants, Nyasulu and Chinpiri, and a nurse, Mrs. Hara,
kept the medical ministry functioning.281

Agricﬁltural evangelism was also incorpgrated into
the Mission's approach. Doﬁglas Knapp, a Southerﬁ“ggﬁgistu//
agricultural missionary in the Southern Highlands of
Tanzania, was invited to spend two weeks in October, 1966,
in order tha£ hé might investigate the feasibility of SUch
an approach in Malawi.282 After Knapp's trip, delayed
until 1967, the Mission followed his recommendation and
appealed for a specialist with similar skills for the
mission program in Malawi.

The Darrell Garners arriyed in Blantyre in 1969 to
begin their study of the Chewa language. Garner, while
still in language study, was making plans in 1970 for
church gardens and other projects to help the chufches
support themselves in the subsistence economy of Malawi.283

After a great deal of.searching, in 1972 the' Garners were

able to obtain a sixty-five acre farm near Ncheu,'one of

280Malawi, E.C. Minutes, December 14, 1971.

281Phiri, Letter of December 29, 1972.

282Malawi, E.C. Minutes, December 14, 1971.

283

Press Release, August ll, 1970.
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the areas originally selected for a mission station.284

The Mission's request for a missionary with special
qualifications in music, in order to develop a program of

indigenous music among the churches, was answered when the

285

Gerald Workmans arrived in late 1970. However, circum-

stances necessitated his being involved with the publica-

tions ministry in Lilongwe for most of 1971 and 1972.286 A

. a
further delay in releasing him for his special miﬁiétry\w§s”
Aencountered in 1972, when the Mission asked him to move to
Salima to supervise both the work in the churches and the

mobile clinic program during the absence of the Bickers.287

The Baptist Convention of Malawi. From 1964 until

1970 events in the relationship between the missionaries
and the African leadership in ?he churches led to the
organization of the Convention. Stephen Galatiya and

D. G. Makhaya, the first two men to study at Gwelo, were
included on an informal basis in much of the planning of
the Mission in the early days. The two of them and M. N.
Phiri, a seminary student atgfhe time, were invited by the
Mission to participate in the 1966 Evangelism Conference at

Limuru, Kenya.288 They were also an integfal part of the

284Commission, XXXvV:5, May, 1972, p. 35.

285Malawi, E.C. Minutes, January 26=-27, 1971.

2861114, , April 25-26, 1972.

2871p1d., November 14-15, 1972.

28811,i4., February 2-4, 1966.
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Crusade Planning Committee from November, 1967 until the
end of 1968. LeRoy Albright resigned as Chairman of the
Literature and Music Committee to allow Makhaya to serve in
the position and tﬁen became Vice—chairman.289 By early
1969 Albright felt keenly the imperative- of rapidly trans-
ferring responsibility from the Mission to African leader-
ship. His insistence on an almost immediate deyolution led
to a coﬁflict within the Mission of such proportibﬁg\fﬁat\//"
eventually he decided to transfer to the Baptiét Mission in
Zambia.290

Partly as an aftermath of the disagreement, Charles
lMiddleton and M. N. Phiri began work in early 1970 on a
rough draft of a constitution for the Baptist Convention of
Malawi.291 The draft copy was considered by the 200
leaders present at the Evangelis%ic Conference at Lilongwe

in May, 1970.292

The leaders accepted the document as a
temporary one, elected officers, and instructed them to
proceed with rewriting the constitution. The Convention

requested the Mission to help them with this task and the

28911,i4., September 30, 1968.

290ya1awi, Mission Meeting, June 29-July 3, 1969;
July 30-August 2, 1969; August 5-7, 1969. These meetings
are considered as one Mission Meeting, since the inter-
ruptions were related to attempts to resolve the crisis.

291

Phiri, Letter of December 29, 1972.

292Ibid.; Press Release, August 11, 1970.
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Mission assigned Bickers and Middleton to the job.293

A revised copy was ready for the Convention's first
meeting on June 18, 1971, at which time the churches
ratified the propoéals, although the constitution had to be
given to a lawyer to be put into an aSceptable form for
registration.294 This registration of the Baptist Conveé—
tion of Malawi with the Malawi Government was effected

before the end of 1972. e TN

—
Several developments emerged from the planning for
a national organization. The first was the reorganization
of the Mission at its 1970 meeting. The Mission suggested
4to the Convention the establishing of joint committees for
the major aspects of their shared responsibility, such as:
leadership training, evangelism, publications, special
projects, woman's work, audio-visual aids, and building.295
The Mission's organization included five additional
committees relating to personal matters which had Pnly

296

missionary representation. The function of the joint

committees, interpreted in the words of M. N. Phiri, was
that,

These Committees do not have final words over the
Churches and the Mission. They sit down and discuss.
After this discussion they take the matter to the

293)a1awi, Mission Minutes, July 20-24, 1970.

294Phiri, Letter of December 29, 1972.

295Ibid.; Malawi, Mission Minutes, June 20-24, 1970.

296

Malawi, Mission Minutes, July 20-24, 1970.
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Convention and to the Mission Meeting for their vote.
And the Convention takes the Matters to the
Churches.

An example of this method of operation was con-
tained in a report of the joint Leadership Training
Committee, where "item 23" stated:

4

Recommend that the Sunday School program of using
programmed instruction material be presented to the
Publication Committee, the Baptist Convention E.C. and
the Mission E.C. in January, 1973.2 -

« .//‘\_/M'A’\\ -
™~

After two years of ‘working within the new framework, the
Chairman of the Mission wrote that '"our good relationship
to the convention continues. The joint committees seem to
keep the lines of communication open."299
The Convention leadership in 1970 asked for a
survey of the northern part of the country with a view to
starting new stations. Two teams of Africans &ere selected
to make the journeys, Kaduya and Phiri to travel from
Rumphi to Karonga and Galatiya and Chirwa from Mzimba to
Nkhata Bay.3OO The Convention received their reports and
decided that they would choose their own missionary to go
to.Mzuzu at first. The African missionary was to be
followed at an interval of about a year by a missionary

chosen by the Mission. M. N. Phiri was selected by the

Convention and, for the first two years, was supported

297 298

Phiri, Letter of December 29, 1972. Ibide

299Gary Swafford, Letter from Mzuzu, Malawi,
November 22, 1972.

300ya1awi, Mission Minutes, July 20-24, 1970;
June 28-July 2, 1971; Phiri, Letter of December 29, 1972.
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almost entirely by Mission funds. He arrived at Mzuzu on
April 20, 1971, and was joined before the end of the year
by Gary Swafford.301 The Convention agreed at their
meeting in 1972 to assume a substantial part of Phiri's
salary in 1973.302

By the end of 1972 this venture had resulted in the
establishing of five congregations and an organ%zed asso-—
ciation which was participating in reqular leadership—_
training sessions.l The association planned to start six
new chur¥xches early in 1973. Phiri, mindful of his primary
task, when writing of his activities noted:

What we do, Mr. Swafford and I, is to train them

and visit them in their churches. We give them
tools to work . . . . Mostly we train the leaders
to be effective leaders in their various c¢hurches.303

The same type of program was begun in the Nkhota
Kota District along the lake shore. In July, 1968, Rue
Scott, while finishing language study, wrote about the
challenge of this area with its concentration of Moslems,
as he made plans to move into the town.3o4 The results

- were gratifying in this area as well, necessitating the

opening of a lay training school for the numerous

301lphiri, Letfer of December 29, 1972.

302Swafford, Letter of November 22, 1972.

303Phiri, Letter of December 29, 1972.

3O4Malawi, Mission Minutes, July 4-8, 1967; Press
Release, July 29, 1968.
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congregations which sprang up throughout the district.305

A similar situation developed in Chikwawa, when in

1967 "one member moved to Chikwawa District and wrote back

306

for Bambo Galatiya to come preach." The first congrega-

tion, at Domasi, was organized in 1969, and at the end of

¥

1972 Chikwawa was spotted with "twenty-two churches and

many preaching points."3o7

- .,)’\/—\ .//,.
A summary of growth. Percentages of growth would

not adequately depict the expansion of churches related to
the Baptist Convention of Malawi and to the Baptist Mission
of Central Africa (Malawi). A brief glimpse of that growth

may be seen in the following table:

Year Churches Points Members . Bapti3ms Offering
1962308 12 — 42 40 $355
1967309 22 17 1,444 525 $2,330
1972310 215 49 10,728 2,466 $2,385

Two concepts permeated the Mission and its work at
the end of 1972. Both of these were expressed by the

- Chairman of the Mission. The first related to the

305ya1awi, E.C. Minutes, March 17, 1970;
March 29-30, 1971.

3O6Galatiya, Letter of December 29,71972.
307114, 3085pc Annual, 1963, p. 151.
309

Ibid., 1968, p. 148.

31OFigures submitted in the statistical tables for
December 31, 1972, to appear in the SBC Annual, 1973.
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situation between missionary and African, as described when
Gary Swafford wrote that "our joint committees continued to

give us an excellent working relationship with the

w311

Malawians. The second was related to the attitude of

the missionaries, which Swafford characterized with the

L3

statement that "there seems to be an urgency among the

Missionaries. We are trying to train as many leaders as

N -
best we can in the shortest period of time."312 S~

Southern Baptists in Zambia

Southern Baptist missionary involvement in Zambia
‘was developed parallel with that in Malawi. At a called
business session of the Baptist Mission of Rhodesia on
June 11, 1955, Giles Fort recommended:

That a committee go to Nyasaland and to Northern
Rhodesia to study the possibilities for permission from
the government to open schools there and that we should
go ahead and make application now for if this is to_be
a Federation we should have work in all the areas.

The missionaries discussed the proposal and decided to
approach the European Baptists to seek their counsel, since
that group had members residiﬁg in Northern Rhodesia, and
also agreed to recommend to the Area Secretary that an

"investigating committee” be sent into both countries.314

3llswafford, Letter of January 12, 1973.
3127p14.
313 . o .

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, June 11, 1955,
314

Ibid.
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The Area Secretary, George Sadler, asked for an
estimate of’ funds needed for the trip, encouraging them to
blan to make the survey. The Mission responded by making
a request for thé funds and designating Clyde Dotson,

315

Gerald Harvey and Bill Wester to make the trip. In

May, 1956, Dotson volunteered to move to Northern Rhodesia
and pioneer the development because he was familiaf with
the paﬁtor at Kitwe at the time and because Geof@éAéﬁIEhy//
~ the leading Baptist layman at Ndola, had been involved in
his earlier ministry among the Eurqpean Baptists at
Gatooma.3l6‘

The minutes showed that Lazarus Green Malunga and a
layman named Jeremiah traveled with the three missionaries
from May 8 until June 2, 1956, as the team visited
Livingstone, Lusaka, Broken Hill, Ndola, Fiwale Hill,
Luanshya, Chingola, Bancroft Mine, Kitwe, Fort Rosebery,

Kasama, Abercorn, and Tunduma.317

Several propos?ls were
submitted to the Mission after the trip. The body decided
that "oﬂé missionary couple should be sent to Kitwe as a

center to begin work in the érea and couples placed in the

318

other towns as the work develops." After a lengthy

discussion concerning the individuals who should be chosen

3151pid., August 27-31, 1955.

316Dotson, Letter to Sadler, May 1, 1956; George
Smith, Letter from Umtali, Rhodesia, January 7, 1973.

317

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, July 6-9, 1956.
318 ‘

Ibid.
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for the task, "it was also voted that upon their return
from furlough in 1958 the Harveys should go to Northern

Rhodesia to begin work there."319

The report suggested
that an African péstor'be sought to go to Kitwe, that an
application be made in Kitwe for a church site, and that
the missionaries assigned to the task be instructed to

learn the Bemba 1anguage.320

TN e

The following year at the annual mission meeting, -~
to take into account the hopes for expansion within the
Federation, the name of the organization was changed to the
Baptist Mission of Central Africa and requests were made
for additional personnel because of thé desire to move into
Northern Rhodesia.321

In February, 1958, the new Area Secretary, Cornell
Goerner, made his first visit to éentral Africa and, in a
discussion of personnel needs, pointed out that existing
stations would be left unmanned in Southern Rhodesia. if the
Harveys went to Kitwe.322 The Mission realized the diffi-
culty and notified the Harveys to return to Southern

Rhodesia instead of moving to Kitwe.323

The period of beginning. In June, 1959, while on

furlough, Tom and Mary Small were asked to participate "in a

ten-day orientation conference for new missionaries at

319 320 32

Tbid. Thid. lIpid., July 5-8, 1957.

3221pid., February 15, 1958.

3231pid., July 10-17, 1958.
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Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. Among the new
missionaries were Zebedee and Evelyn Moss. Goerner asked
the two couples to consider going to Northern Rhodesia when
they reached Africa later in the summer.324 Tom wrote to
the Mission shortly afterwards that they had "very defi- ,
nitely felt the leading of the Lord to Northern Rhodesia,"
_and the Mosses assented to the plan, so the Mission voted

“ _//\v/\’"\\\ /
that "the Tom Smalls and the Zeb Mosses be assigned to

language study at Kitwe."325
After their arrival in Southern Rhodesia, the two
men made a brief visit in chober to Kitwe to arrange
accommodation for their families and while there conferred
with the pastor and a deacon of the Baptist Fellowship,
Andre Erasmus and Ralph DuPlessis, about the Mission's
plans.326 Then, back in Sanyati, £he Mission dedicated the
two families to this new task at a special service 1n late
October.327 The Smalls moved to Kitwe to begin theirs
language study on November 7, 1959, followed by the Mosses

a week later.328

324Tom Small, Taped comments from Lusaka, Zambia,
November, 1972;"Zebedee and Evelyn Moss, Taped comments
from Lusaka, Zambia, July, 1972.

325Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, August 19, 1959.

326Mosses, Taped comments, July, 1972.

t 327Ibid.; Mary Ellen Garrett, Letter to Goerner,

Christmas, 1959.

328Mosses, Taped comments, July, 1972.
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The missionaries conducted their first worship
service in the Chamboli Township of Kitwe in a classroom in
August, 1960. The adult Sunday school class was taught by
Zeb Moss, the one for children by Evelyn, and Tom Small
preached, using as his interpreter, Hokah Mulonda, a student
from Gwelo.329 About 100 persons attended this service,
with two making professions of faith. Leaving the Smalls
to continue at Chamboli, the.Mosses soon began serJfg;;i;;\///
the Chimwemwe and Abusikile townships.

The interpreter, Hokah Mulonda, had come from the
Lambaland Mission, applying>in 1959 for training at the
Séminary in Gwelo. His reguest had beén sent back to Kitwe
for investigation by David Lockard giving the missionaries
a contact with Mulonda which was to result in years of
fellowship.33o Hokah, who had entéred the Seminary in
January, 1960, decided to remain in Kitwe for a year to
assist the new missionaries, but actually remained for two
years. He returned to Gwelo in 1962, accompanied by his
brother-in-law, Waddy Shibemba, where the two studied
together.331

The missionaries, as they planned in 1960, con-

sidered their first priority to be development of a strong

witness in the Copperbelt, intending to locate two couples

329Ibid.; Baptist World, 7:9, November, 1960, p. 11.
33OMosses, Taped comments, July, 1972.
3311pi4.
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in Kitwe, one in Mufulira, one in Chingola, and one in
Luanshya. They asked the Mission to make one couple avail-
able by August, 1960, at the latest. In order to encourage
the two families, the Mission sent the Church Extension
Committee to Kitwe. Milton Cunningham, Giles Fort, Hugh
McKinley, and David Lockard, members of the Committee,

visited Kitwe March 23-31, to share in the planning.332

AN
When Goerner. visited Kitwe in 1960, he encod}aged -

-
the Mission to send at least one couple to Lusaka, the
capital, as soon as possible, in order to extend their
influence into that part of the country. For this reason,
when the Dutton Bonnells were appointed in August, 1961,
the Smalls moved to Lusaka, undertaking the study of their
third African language, Nyanja.333

The Ted Savages, who arri&ed in 1960, had finished
their language study and were beginning in Mufulira by

334

September, 1961. Hokah Mulonda wrote that the Savages

were being sent by Kitwe Baptists as missionaries to open
.new churches in that Copperbelt town.335 Services were

begun in Kamachanga, Mufulira West, and Kankoyo Townships.

Three African leaders, -Paledge Latana, Edwin Mukumbo, and

-

332Rhodesia, E.C. Minutes, January 7-8, 1960.

333Mosses, Taped comments, July, 1972.

334Evangelism Conference, p. 17.

335Ted Savage, Letter to Goerner, November 23, 196l.



150
Amos kilimboyi were working with the Savages at that
time.336 The first congregation to be organized was that
of Kamachanga, which was having an average attendance of
100 by the end of 1963.337 The second church to be organ-
ized was that of Mufulira West, where Elliott Barnaba
served as pastor.
During this early period the missionaries worked in
. C
close fellowship with the other Baptists in the Copperbelt.
In November, 1959, Small and Moss met with Basil Medgett
and George Smith from Ndola, Andre Erasmus from Kitwe, Enar
Holmgren from Mpongwe, Kari Hammerstrom from Mwelushi, and
one missionary f£rom Fiwale Hill to shére the plans of the
new Mission.338
Moss traveled with George Smith, who was later to
be employed by the Baptist Union'of Central Africa as their
missionary, into the Northern and Laupula Provinces on a
two week trip surveying the possibilities of expansdion in
that direction.339 He also spent two weeks with Basil
. Medgett at Fiwale Hill where Medgett had moved to fake
over the supervision of thé chﬁrches and the Bible school
340

of that Mission for South African Baptists.

In Lusaka, wheh Derrick Harris, pastor of the

336114, , December 4, 1962.

3371pid., November 19, 1963.
338Moss, Taped comments, July, 1972.
3391pid. 3401p34.



151
English lan%uage church, left in August, 1961, Tdm Small
servéd as interim pastor until the arrival of Medgett who
was to be the new pagtor. Small was studying Nyanja at the
time. He also aided the church again when Medgett left for
Canada several years later.341 ,
As the missionaries looked to the day of forming a
separate organization, other personnel arrived to assist
in the expansion which was téking place. In 1963, %EESJN“\\//J
Milton Cunninghams moved up from Southern Rhodesia, the
Douglas Kendalls transferred from Indonesia, while the
William Jones and the Norman Woods were appointed for
Northern Rhodesia and arrived to plungé into language study.
When the Matero Baptist Church in Lusaka began
looking for a pastor, they reached into Southern Rhodesia
also, and called Lazarus Green Malﬁnga from Shabani in
January, 1964.342 Green had first come into contact with
the Baptist missionaries at the Rimuka Baptist Church in
Gatooma in 4954. He was recommended for "appointment as an
assistant evangelist" by John Cheyne, which the Miséion
agreed would take effect "on or about October 1, 1955."343

Green was then sent to pastor the Shabani Baptist Church at

the Mine on the weekends while he attended the :Seminary at

341Small, Taped comments, July, 1972.

342Lazarus Green Malunga, Taped comments from Kafue,
Zambia, December, 1972. Rhodesia, Book of Reports, 1965.

343

Rhodesia, Mission Minutes, August 27, 31, 1955.
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Gwelo.344 He was selected to accompany the missionaries

on the survey trip to Northern Rhodesia in 1956, having

parénts from that country although he was born in Southern

345

Rhodesia. Leaving the Mine church, for several years

Green served as pastor of the Tsitsi Baptist Church in

r

Shabani Town, also assuming responsibility for the church's
several preaching points.346

ﬁeports from the various stations were incluﬁéd”in\//”
the Book of Reportslat mission meeting in Gwelo in 1964.
The reports mentioned Lusaka, which had churches at Matero
and Kamwala Townships; Broken Hill, where an English Fellow-
Ship had started and where several African groups were also
meeting; Kitwe, where five churches and preach;ng points '
were listed; Chingola, with another English Fellowship and

three preaching points; and the churches in Mufulira.347

The Baptist Mission of Zambia. When the Baptist

Mission of Central Africa was formally dissolved at *its
meeting in Gwelo, May 6-14, 1964, the Baptist Mission of
Zambia became the official organization of the Southern

Baptist missionaries who were working in the newly

344Malunga, Taﬁed comments, December, 1972.

34SRhodesia, Mission Minutes, July 6-9, 1956.

346Commission, XX:8, September, 1957, p. 35; XXI:5,
May, 1958, p. 11; Press Release, November 7, 1961.

347Rhodesia, Book of Reports, 1964. Broken Hill
became Kabwe in 1964.
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. . 348
independent country of Zambia.
In anticipation of the division, a planning session
was held in Kitwe in March, 1964, and the group made

several important decisions.349

They gathered, "to plan
and project ideas for the development of the Baptist
Mission of Zambia," and decided to begin by establishing
three institutions.350 In line with their primary purpose
‘of church dévelopment, the missionaries envisioned publiky%~\\//w
cations facilities, a fadio—television studio, and some
type of leadership training institution.
Tﬁey also enunciated another basic position, con-

ﬁfifming that "the missionaries of the proposed Baptist
Mission of Zambia do not feel it wise or necessary to
establish medical or educational institutions."?’s1 They,
just as their counterparts in Malawi, learning from diffi-
culties that had plagued the Mission in Southern Rhodesia,
decided on a "no-subsidy" policy for the churches, which
meant in the case of Mufulira that to prepare for sucﬁ a
position the churches "went off mission subsidy January 1,
1564."352 |

The missionaries reassigned themselves in accord-

ance with the new plan. The Cunninghams, Kendalls, and

Smalls were to move to Lusaka to begin publication work, "

348p .ess Release, May 28, 1964.

349Baptist Mission of Zambia, Minutes of Mission
meeting, March 4-5, 1964. Hereafter cited as Zambia,
Mission Minutes.

3501pi4. o 351444, 3521434,
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the newly prepared Bible Way Correspondence Course; and a

353 In the light of these developments,

radio ministry.

Cornell Goerner, who was present in the March meeting, gave

his approval to the plan and suggested that all three of

the activities be located in one building in Lusaka.>>%

The new Baptist Building, which was to house all three

projects, was under construction by 1965 and completed in

i966.355 ' ' TN
1. Bible Way Correspondence Course. The five

missionary men in Northern Rhodesia at the end of 1961 met

at Broken Hill late in the year to plan for ways of expand-

ing.the witness of the group, since each already had more

activities started than he could adequately coverg356 In a

period of several hours the basic outline of a correspond-

ence course was worked out, the name "Bible Way" was chosen,

and the threefold aim was stated as attempting to share

Christ with all men, assisting Christians in their studx of

the Bible, and making Baptists known in Zambia. Bonnell,

Moss, Savage, and Smalllwere assigned study materials to

write, and Kendall was given responéibility for planning a

budget request to present to the mission meeting-in 1962 and

357

to supervise production of the material. The request for

an appropriation of twelve hundred pounds was submitted to

353 354

ITbid. . * Ibid.
355

SBC Annual, 1966, p. 146; 1967, p. 199.
356Moss, Taped comments, July, 1972. 357Ibid.
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the Mission, which considered the project too costly and
rejected it. However, by the time of the annual report at
the’end of 1962 the missionaries involved had managed to
mimeograph copies of the first book, "Who Is Jesus?" which
caused the Mission to report that:

A new method of evangelism is being tried in
Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, where missionaries Tom
Small and Paul [Douglas] Kendall have inaugurated a
Bible.correspondence course. A series of lessons has
been prepared for mailing to persons who write i ~ < _-
answer to advertisements carried in the local press.

There has been an encouraging response.

-

The following year the Mission reported that:
A Bible correspondence course . . . has proved
quite popular. Douglas Kendall has taken a keen
interest in this program and is giving more and more
of his time to developing the correspondence courses
and other Christian literature.359
The Tom Smalls were asked to handle the promotion
and management of the course while Kendall did all of the
production, which was the plan in effect when the new
Mission was formed.360

With the formation of the new Mission, the course
was reorganized, using a new recording system developed by
Tom Small which utilized the contacts from the students in
a program of local promotion by the pastors and mission-

aries. The first student to enroll under the new arrange-

ment applied on October 10, 1964, but the course did not

3585pc Annual, 1963, p. 144.

3591pi4., 1964, p. 131.

360Moss, Taped comments, July, 1972.
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get going in earnest until January, 1965.361
In July, 1965, 500 students were added to the roll
by ﬁeans of a display at the Copperbelt Agriculturai Show
in Kitwe.362 The number increased rapidly until by the end
of the year over 2,000 were participating and two new con-

r

gregations had been started by local followup of the
students.363 The development progressed to the gxtent that
in early 1970 the enrolment exceeded 12,000 and over 2y000.
students had returnéd cards registering their profession of
faith. Four new churches had been established and those
who handled thé administration of £he~course confidently
ﬁredicted fhat the enrolment would pass 50,000 by 1975.364
Publicity circulated in September, 1972, revea{ed that
5,200 were added to the list of names at the Lusaka

Agricultural Show during one week 'in August and that the

total was over 24,000, of which more than sixty percent were

' still actively studying one of the nine books that were .a

»

part of the expanding curriculum.365

2. Baptist Publishing House. The facilities
housed in the Baptist Building in Lusaka were not only

utilized in the producﬁion of Bible Way materials, but also

361Small,-Taped comments, November, 1972.

362

Baptist World, 12:8, October, 1965, p. 12.

363smCc Annual, 1966, p. 146.

364Press Release, ‘May 8, 1970.

365Commission, XXXV:9, October, 1972, p..42.
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made possible pioneering by the Mission in the field of
Sunday school materials to a greater extent than in the
Missions in Rhodesia and Malawi. Douglas Kendall led the
discussion at the Evangelism Conference at Limuru, Kenya,
in 1966, on the subject of "Evangelism through the Printed
Page," and ;onvinced those participating of an urgent need
for coordination and cooperation among the Baptist‘missions
and churcﬂes in East and Central Africa in the prodﬁdfzbﬁ“\\v//
and distribution of their literature. He also brought into
focus the desperate need for African cultural orientation
in the preparation of the literature which was sent out to
tﬂe churches.366

Kendall's insistence in these matters was to lead
in 1970 to the organization, for the missionaries involved
in publications in the six countries of East and Central
Africa, of two Literature Coordinating Conferences, one in
Lusaka in March, and the other at Limuru in November2‘ From
these meetings came the selection of a Literature Coordi-
nator, Charles Middleton, who lived in Blantyre, for the task
of keeping the production and ciféulation of curriculum mate-
rials and manuscripts within a set schedule in -order for the

materials to be used in .a planned, five-cycle program which

had a standard format prepared in basic English for use in

366Evange1ism Conference, pp. 132-34.
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all six participating coun’cries.36'7

In 1970 the missionaries in Zambia instructed their

Publications Committee "to move forward to prepare

nationals to make a genuine contribution to writing."368

The next year the Mission bore the cost of sending three

national leaders to a Writers Conference at the All Africa

Conference of Churches Training Center at Mindola.3,69 The

. . . . P W :
two newly formed associations in Zambia were asked to <~

nominate two nationals each to serve as members of a joint

370

Publications Committee. Following recommendations made

at the various conferences, a further step was taken in

1972 when the missionaries decided that:

The mission authorize the Publications Committee
working with the Director of Publications to seek out
a Zambian person qualified to head up the printing
and distribution of publications, and_that he work
under the Director of Publications.371

Although at the end of 1972 such an individual had not been

located, the trend towards including leaders from the

. 367The writer served as convenor of the two confer-
ences. Details of the plan are recorded in "Minutes of the
Publications Co-ordination Conference, March 10-13, 1970,
Lusaka, Zambia," and "Minutes and Recommendations of the
Publications Co-ordination Conference, November 9-13, 1970,
Limuru, Kenya," copies of which are on file at the Foreign
Mission Board, SBC, Richmond, Virginia.

3682ambia, Mission Minutes, April 13-20, 1970.

369Baptist Mission of Zambia, Minutes of the
Executive Committee, June 1-2, 1971. Hereafter cited as
Zambia, E.C. Minutes.

370z.mbia, Mission Minutes, April 12-18, 1971.

3711p44., April 14-20, 1972.
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Baptist churches along with the missionaries in the
preparation of literature was readily discernible.

3. Radio and television. Involvement in the radio
and television ministry came as a result of contacts which
Milton Cunningham made while he was assisting the Matero
Baptist Church in Lusaka to prepare broadcasts for use on
the regularly scheduled religious programs of the Northern

372 14 the preparations”

Jﬁﬁodesian Broadcasting Corporation.
for independence the following year, Cunningham wrote that
"The Director-General of the Northern Rhodesian Broad-
casting Corporation called and asked us to plan and develop
for fhem a five-year plan for an educational and religious

radio channel."373

The opportunity for such a ministry was
considered along with the other plans for development in
the new Mission in March, 1964, resulting in the addition
of a studio as an integral part of the Baptist Building
when it was opened for operation. }
Before the completion of the facilities Cunningham,
in 1965, planned and conducted a radio-television workshop
to which representatives from all Baptist groups in Zambia
were invited as well as répresentatives from the newly

formed Zambia Broadcasting,Company.374 Just as the new

studio began to get into operation, Cunningham went on

372Mi1ton'Cunningham, Letter to Goerner, November,

1963.

( 3731pia., July, 1964.

374 zambia, Mission Minutes, April 7-14, 1965.

RN
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furlough and, upon his return in 1968, he was named Radio
and Television Representative for Africa of the Board,
which made impossible his conducting a concentrated program
of development using this medium, as far as the Zambian
Mission was concerned.375 However, he was able to help

plan two more workshops for training Africans in the

techniques of this special ministry, before moving to

J 376

Nairobi, Kenya, in 1969. By'197l the studio, under ~the~_ -~

supervision of Zeb Moss, was fully engaged in the produc-
tion of local television films as well as radio programs.377
4. Leadership training. Consideration and
devélopment of avenues of leadership training moved in
concert with the other phases of institutional grqwth
awithin the Mission. 1In 1965 a Leadership Training Com-
mittee was asked to investigate possibilities for a Bible
school or seminary to centralize a program of leadership

378

training for the churches. The political separation of

Zambia from Rhodesia made the utilization of the resources
at Gwelo very difficult for the Zambian students at first,
and an impossibility later. The training program had to be

based in Zambia.

The Committee located a twenty-one acre plot of

375Press Release, October 12, 1967.

376 7ambia, Mission Minutes, April 8-12, 1968.

377gpc Annual, 1972, p. 134.

378 zambia, E.C. Minutes, October 8, 1965.
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land sevgg miles from downtown Lusaka for a seminary in
1966, and made plans for the construction of the necessary
builaings, consisting of faculty residences, student
housing, and a classroom and administration complex, for
the Baptist Theological Seminary of Zambia.379 Tom Small
was given the responsibility of leading the Mission in
planning for the school and was also designated as the
-person to initiate the prograﬁ. He and his wife were< "
joined by the Norman Woods in 1966, to share in the teach—.
ing load and to help with the administration.38o

When classes began in September, 1967, four men and
thfee wives were accepted, although instruction had to be
given in a room in the Baptist Building in Lusaka awaiting
the completion of the seminary building5a381 During that
interim the students were scattered over town in rented
accommodation and only the men were transported each day to
and from the Baptist Building for classes. Before th? end
of tﬁe school year, when the buildings were sufficiently
cpmpleted to allow occupation, the families were moved onto
the campus and classes were begun‘for the wives as well as

for the men.382 ‘The main structure was not formally

379"Pastoral Leadership Training," 1972.

38OZambia, E.C. Minutes, June 24, 1966.

38lp ess Release, July 28, 1967; Commission, XXX:10,
October, 1967, p. 29; "Pastoral Leadership Training," 1972.

382

"Pastoral Leadership Training," 1972.
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dedicated until July 26, 1970.583
At the beginning of 1969 a number of serious
probléms arose, revolving around the work program, student
discipline, and the use of a vehicle for transportation to
the churches where the men served on the weekends. A list
of fourteen grievances was submitted to the faculty on
March 8, 1969, just prior to the end of an examination
I .week.384 ,in light of the genéral discontent and the“~v "
threatened refusal of the students to return to school for
the next term unless certain conditions were met, the
Mission decided to close the school and "pre-—enrcoll" the
stﬁdents for September, 1969, if they wished to return.385
When the school was opened again in September, six
men and five wives were accepted for training in the
Seminary's three year English language program, of whom
only one couple had previously been in classes. The single
man was dismissed during that year. A second class was
admitted in September, 1970, which included five men and
****** four wives, making a total student body of nineteen.386
Don and Sandra Mason weré;asked to join the staff

in 1970 and, in September, 1971, Lazarus Green Malunga and

his wife were also invited to teach on a part time

3837ambia, E.C. Minutes, July 13, 1970.

384, mbia, Mission Minutes, April 9-14, 1969.

385"Pastoral Leadership Training," 1972.

3861114,
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basis.387

The five couples in the first class were
graduated on August 6, 1972, and the following month a
third class of five couples began their studies in
Lusaka.388 The level of pre-seminary education among the
men had risen by about two years in the brief time of
operation, so that the average was roughly ten years of
school before arrival at the Seminary.389
_One of the lessons learned from the student unrest—

in 1968 was the need for more national participation in the
life of the Seminary. Therefore, the Mission proposed a
revised Admissions Committee which supervised the accept-
ance of new students and handled any discipline that led to
diémissal; Tﬁis Committee was composed at firstAof two
staff members, two missionaries, and two Aational pastors.
When enlarged, it included two laymen who were active in
the field of education and one pastor's wife, with the
nationals to be chosen by a convention-:as soon as one
became organized.390 ‘

The men who attended the school were not placed

in churches nor were their living expenses subsidized

during training. They had to work in town or on campus if

387Ibid.; Malunga, Taped comments, December, 1972;
Zambia, E.C. Minutes, June 1-2, 1971.

388G. B. Phiri, Letter from Lusaka, Zambia,
December, 1972.

389

Small, Taped comments, November, 1972.

390"Pastoral Leadership Training," 1972; Zambia,
E.C. Minutes, June 17, 1967; July 5, 1972.
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their home churches did not support them.391
In order to expand the influence of the Seminary,
the Mission asked the staff to make plans for following a
"theological education by extension" approach in conjunc-
tion with the normal program of studies.392 Small and Wood
made a trip into Swaziland in 1972 to attend an inter-
- denominational seminar on the subject. Also, the Mission

e

. . . . o N -
sent a missionary and an African leader to a conference on o d

~_

the subject in Malawi in December, 1972, meeting with
missionaries from the countries of southern Africa.393

The Savages started "Gospel Societies" in Mufulira,

which‘were composed of young men involved in learning how

) toeteach Sunday school and to lead in worship services.
These men helped to start new preaching points and filled
the places of other leaders who moved éway from the
churches. Eventually several of them were accepted into

- 4
the Seminary.39‘

The development of new areas. In three areas of

Zambia the start of new churches began with a minimum of
encouragement from the Mission, while its members were
concentrating in the Copperbelt and in Lusaka. ' The first

of these areas was at Petauke, a small town approximately

391Small, Taped comments, November, 1972.

3921pid.; Zambia, E.C. Minutes, June 1-2, 1971.
) 393EEEQ°

394

"Pastoral Leadership Training,™ 1972.
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two hundred miles east of Lusaka. In 1966, six families
from the Matero Baptist Church returned home to this rural
area. Shortly afterwards they requested Lazarus Green
Malunga to visit them to preach in the villages nearby.
Accompanied by Milton Cunningham, Green and two laymen, .
Malowa and Mwale, visited for ten days. The community
reaction was such that forty-seven people accepted Christ.
i | : e N
The ¢hief suggested to Cunninghdn "that Zambians make the '
initial contacts and that the missionary come at a later
time." Green reéponded by noting that "this had worked
well in the Petauke area and it-was recommended that this
approach be considered in the opening of ofher areas."395'

The little village congregations in Petauke
struggled to grow, guided by only an annual visit from
their leaders in Lusaka. In August, i969, when LeRoy and
Jean Albright were transferred to Zambia from Malawi, they
were asked to move to Petauke to minister to these people.
Response was steady, though not dramatic, and when African
representation was sought to aid in' long range planning
Petauke's leaders were included.396

Another interesting development took placé at the

town of Kafue, which is considered the industrial suburb

of Lusaka, although it is twenty-seven miles south of the

3951pid.; Zzambia, E.C. Minutes, June 24, 1966.

‘ 396"Pastoral Leadership Training," 1972; Zambia,
E.C. Minutes, October 6, 1969. :

N
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'capital.397 Early in 1971 a small, multiracigl group
enlisted Zeb Moss to conduct weekly Bible studies for them.
The studies continued regularly as Moss shared this respon-
sibility with the other missionaries in Lusaka. The little
fellowship began to grow and when, later in the year, they
sought a pastor Moss suggested Lazarus Green Malunga from
" Matero. Althopgh they were still meeting in a school -and
héd not actually organized into a church, they called hiﬁ//\jk‘\\*//
as pastor in January, 1972. By December, the church was
ready to organize and had a potential multiracial member-
ship of over forty, most of whom had been baptized during
the year. This new congregation had already sent three
couples from their midst to the Seminary to enter the class
of September, 1972, and planned to send three or four more
couples the following year.398
The third direction of expansion related to growth
in the Northwestern Province near the town of Zambezi. A,
layman, Jakeman Samuwahila, made a visit in February, 1967,
to Mufulira asking for help from the Savages. He returned
and stayed from July to October for ihstruction by the
‘missionaries and local pastors and then returned home to

try to begin Baptist congregations.399 Savage or others

S2Ethe Mission made periodic visits into the area once or

397Ma1unga, Taped comments, December, 1972.

3981bid.

399 zambia, Mission Minutes, April 8-12, 1968.
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twice a year. By the end of 1969, Savage reported fhat
four congregations had been established by this one man,
and a year later the number had risen to six.400 When the
long range planning meetings were held in 1972, two men

from this new area were also present.401

Baptist associations in Zambia. During 1967 and

21968 the 1eaders of the churches in the Copperbelt métQWitbw~\\///
the missionaries several times to discuss the need for a
conveﬁtion. Since several of the Africans and missionaries
were acquainted with the difficulties that developed in
Rhodesia, an unpleasant atmosphere prevailed, including
accusations of neglect because in Zambia no subsidy was
given; anquhen no progress was made in discussion; the
matter was dropped.402

In 1969, the pastors and other leaders in the
Copperbelt decided to form their own association and, after
making all of the plans, invited the missionaries to at%end
as observers. The Copperbelt Baptist‘ﬁssociation which
emefged in November, 1969, functioﬁed with a minimum of

support from the Mission, although maintaining a spirit of

cooperation which included the electing of missionaries to

4001y54., April 13-20, 1970; April 12-18, 1971.

401Zambia, E.C. Minutes, October 6, 1969.

4OZMoss, Taped comments, July, 1972. Small, Taped
comments, November, 1972.



168
places of responsibility where they were needed.403 The
Association's committees took the lead in establishing new
preaching points, in the promotion of music and youth
programs, and in choosing representatives for the growing
number of joint committees requested by the Mission. .

The leaders of the churches in Lusaka, in 1970,

ﬁsked the Mission to nominate a missionary to advise 'them

L N .
(e S . e
~ ~ _~

in the formation of their association. Zeb Moss was
selected and participated in the discussions which culmi-
nated in the formation of the Central Provincde Association

04 . . . . . .
In this Association missionaries were

in April, 1971.4
selected as advisers on all of the committees. In December,
1972, the Association sent three members of its Extension
Commitfee to Senanga, 450 miles west of Lusaka to contact
Baptists who had moved there and then planned to send their
own missionary to that town, subsidizing his salary for two
years,-while asking for no Mission aid in the projec’c.‘lo'—5
On October 14—15,'1972, at Kabwe, a joint meeting
of the two Asscciations, attended also by leaders from )
Petauke and Zambezl, voted to establish a national conven-

tion and elected a study group of three nationals.and one

missionary from each of the two Associations and from

4O3Moss, Taped comments, July, 1972.

404Ibid.; Small, Taped comments, November, 1972.

! 405Small, Taped comments, November, 1972.
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Patauke to project plans for its organization.406

A summary of growth. The churches in the early

stages of development were centered primarily in the towns.

The rural congregations were smaller and newer; and the

impetus which was evidenced in Malawi had not yet developed ’

in Zambia. Nevertheless, statistics indicate a healthy

rate ofrgrOWth, well capable of acceleration under'thg/’\/w~\\//f

aegis of the new Convention and the joint committees. The

following table depicts the situation:

Year Churches Points Members Baptisms Offering
1962407 _— 3 12 .8 $165
1967408 17 16 909 275 $6,383
1972409 a1 19 2,277 467  $12,002

Not having the background of the variety of Baptist
groups of Malawi, the Mission's outreach has been oriented
through.the institutions created at its inception to a
nationwide witness that has thus far lacked church ’

. centeredness. The reliance upon a{few leaders in the town

congregations has militated against the broad spectrum of

multileveled lay leadership in pastoral roles such as

4O6Ibid.; Moss, Taped comments, July, 1972; Malunga,
Taped comments, December, 1972.

40738¢ Annual, 1963, p. 151.

4081y54., 1968, p. 149.

4OgFigures submitted in the statistical tables for
December 31, 1972, to appear in the SBC Annual, 1973.
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accompanied the rapid growth in Malawil.

Southern Baptists in East Africa4lo

Southern Baptist missionaries gathered for their
sixteenth annual mission meeting in August, 1971, at the
Brackenhurst Baptist Assembly'at Limuru, near Nairobi, .
Kenya. During the proceedings one of the group read a

4lgtter from a friend which stated:

. N
SN S _/

I think you will be interested to know that at the
Baptist World Alliance meeting at Wolfville, The Baptist
Convention of Kenya became a part of the B.W.A. on
August 5, at exactly 8:11 p.m., Nova Scotia time.%

411

As the missionary concluded, 114 missionaries in the Baptist
Missioh of East Africa, along with African representatives
of the Baptist Conventions of Kenya and Tanzania, responded
with a standing ovation.

The Kenya Baptist Convention was organized at

Limuru on March 27, 1971, with 111 churches sending their

410An abbreviated account by this writer of the
development of the Baptist Mission of East Africa and these
two Conventions may be found in "Baptists in East Africa:
The Birth of Two Conventions," Baptist History and
Heritage, 6:4, October, 1971, pp. 226=232. Prior agreement
was reached relatlve to the utlllzatlon of the contents of
“the article in this dissertation.

The division of the study in this manner is
necessitated by the fact that the Baptist Mission of East
Africa included the missionaries in Uganda, as well as
those in Kenya and Tanzania, until January 1, 1967, when
the Baptist Mission of Uganda began to function as a
separate organization.

4llR. J. Robinson, Letter to Allen Stickney,
Nairobi, Kenya, August 18, 1971. This writer was present
at this meeting and at the organizational meetings of the
two Conventions.
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messengers to participate in the ceremony which was the
culmination of the hopes and plans of the growing group of
Baptistsnin that African nation.412 Just a few weeks later,
on June 19, at the Baptist Seminary of East Africa in
Arusha, Tanzania, representatives from 121 churches also
voted to form the Baptist Convention of Tanzania.413 ,
Behind these two events lies the story of Southern Baptists

fh‘East Africé, unfolding for the most part in fifteen TN

years.

Exploration and beginning, 1956-1959. On August 7,

1956, George W. Sadler, the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board's Secretary for Africa, Europe, and the Near
East, wrote to The Honorable Lennox-Boyd, Secretary’of
State for The Colonies, in London, England, stating that:
This is to advise that it is the desire of the
officials and members of the Foreign Mission Board of
The Southern Baptist Convention to establish work in
The Colony of Tanganyika. This action was decided
upon in a semi-annual meeting of the Foreign Mission-
Board ?Z The Southern Baptist Convention on April 11,
1956.41
In 1954, the Board asked two veteran missionaries,

I. N. Patterson and W. L. Jester, to travel from Nigeria

to East Africa to investigate the possibilities for

4lzBaptist Mission of East Africa, Minutes of the

mission meeting, August 23-29, 1971. Hereafter cited as
East Africa, Mission Minutes. )
4131p14.

¢ 414A copy of the letter was sent to Winfred O.
Harper and is in the East Africa Mission files. 5
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establishing mission work in that part of the continent.415
Pattersqgn Qrote of their reception in the countries of
Uganda, Kenya, and Tanganyika, and of their recommendation
that Southern Baptists begin in only two of the three
countries, leaving Uganda until a later time when the

reception might be more cordial. Sadler made a trip

“through Nigeria in early 1956 and continued on to East

Africa. His impressions corresponded with those of v TN

Patterson and Jester.
On June 12, 1956, Sadler wrote to Davis Saunders,
a missionary serving in Oshogbo, Nigeria:

You will recall that when I was in Nigeria, I spoke
to you about the possibility of your going to East
Africa as a part of the foundation on which we can
build. After consultation by correspondence with
Dr. Patterson, I am convinced that you and your wife
should be two of the foundation stones on which we
shall build. Therefore, I am asking you and Wimpy
Harper to go with Dr. Walker to Tangangika as soon as
arrangements for travel can be made .41

Leaving Lagos, Nigeria, on June 25, the three men

arrived in Nairobi, Kenya, on Saturday, June 30, 1956.
Contact was established with English Baptist residents and
with representatives of the Christian’ Council of Kenya and

.of other denominations, as well as with government |

415
pp. 120-54.

416This letter, other personal letters, and notes
related to the trip are in the possession of the writer,
who participated in the work of the Baptist Mission of
East Africa from its inception until he was appointed
Field Representative of the Foreign Mission Board for
East and Central Africa on July 1, 1969.

I. N. Patterson, Continent in Commotion,
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officials. A clear picture was given of the other Chris-
tian groups at work in Kenya including their areas of
responsibility as delineated under a comity agreement which
had been in effect for many years. Because of a change of
leadership in the Christian Council, the welcome given to
the three visitors was not as cordial as that received by
Patterson and Jester, or Sadler. The trio anticipateg that
their most open welcome would be in Tanganyika. e NN

Consequently, thé three men proceeded to Dar es
Salaam, the capital of Tanganyika,on July 2, making contact
with the ﬁgﬁ&Q%\Bducation Secretary for‘the Christian
Council 5& Tanganyika, Sidney Clague-Smith. Clague-Smith
gave almost a month to counsel with the three missionaries
and to guide them to many parts of the vast country of
Tanganyika. He helped to arrange appointments with the
Director of Medical Services for the country and also with
the Commissioner of Social Services. These two civil .
servants presented the critical needs from the view of
their ministries, where help would be most appreciated by
the éovernment. Clague-Smith introduced the men to the
~-Minister of Social Developmgnt and Welfare who informed
them that the Governor, Sir Edward Twining, hadjshown him
a letter from Sir John Rankin of Nigeria, Governor of the
Western Region of that country, which told aboﬁt Baptists
there and about the three men who were coming to East

Africa.
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A phone call from the Governor on July 5 brdught an

~invitation to lunch and an appointment on the following day.

The outcome of the conference was that doors were opened
into the offices of government officials, who made avail-
able the information needed to understand the existing
situation and insu}ed the cooperation of officials in every

part of the country in the course of the survey.

[

J wo—.The_investigation of ogp.vowrtuniti_e.sﬂ.._. included a /\f\/

flying trip to the south along the coast into the staunchly
Moslem area of the Rufiji River, where’lo;al leaders were
loath to allowAChristian missioharies to enter,even though
theylrecognized the need for the medical services offered.
A journey was also made by train, car, and plane to Tabora
in central Tanganyika, and to Mwania in the north on theé
shores of Lake Victoria.

The most promising part of the investigation

related to the Southern Highlands, with visits to Tukuyu

and Mbeya. The missionaries also made a return visit to

Kenya to see the prospects offered in Mombasa, Kenya's'
port city.

| As the three men pianned their return trip to
Nigeria in August, a:list of recommendatione Qas submitted
to the Foreign Mission Board. Tﬁe first waS'"thet a
Tubercu1051s Hospltal be opened " and that it be "located

in or near Mbeya, Southern Highlands Prov1nce."417 A

417A report sent to. the Foreign Mission‘Board,
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second advised that evangelistic wotrk be started in Dar
es Salaam, and that "a goodwill center be located in the
general area after further survey to determine the exact

418

location." The third recommendation was that '"the

Harpers, Saunders, and Walkers families move to Tanganyika
a; soon as passage can be arranged."419
A meeting was held on August 23, in Oshogbo,
Négeria to organize the Baptist Mission of East Africa,f“/\/N‘\\//i
The three couples planned their trip to East Africa, the
division of responsibility, and the location of the
missionaries.420 The Walkers and the Saunders were to go
to Mbeya and the Harpers tc Dar es Salaam. The three
families requested an operating budget of $56,450 and made
additional requests of $326,950 for capital funds for
building, including nine residences, two church buildings,
a good-will center, and a hospital.
The Harpers were the first to reach Dar es Salaam,
arriving on October 20, 1956. The Saunders followed in
November and the Walkers in December. The second meeting
of the missionaries was held in Dar és Salaam on December 6,

by which time the group had been joined by the Webster

Carrolls. At this second meeting a decision was made for

Richmond, Virginia from Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika, by
Harper, Saunders, and Walker on July 27, 1956, which is on
file in Richmond.

. 4181y54. 419 1pi4.

420

East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 23, 1956.



176
the Saunde;s to go to Kenya and to begin work in Nairobi
rather than to go with the Walkers to Mbeya.421 A short
time later the James Hamptons, Samuel DeBords, and Earl
Martins arrived to give added strength to the new Mission.
All of the new couples were asked to begin the study of the
Swahili language in Dar es Salaam.422 '
The Saunders reached their station in Nairobi on
Ddcember 17, aﬁd the Walkers entered Mbeya on December 18\
The newimissionaries_star£ed their language study on
December 31.423 Thus, at the end of 1956 the missionaries
had only begun their work. The Hamptons moved to Mombasa,
Kenya,'on June 28, 1957; the DeBords arrived in Mbeya
shortly afterwards; and the Martins joined the Saundgrs in
September.424 In Dar es Salaém, the Carrolls worked with
the Harpers for a few weeks before that couple left for
furlough in the United States.425
The new Mission began to grow very rapidly as inter-
est in_Southern Baptist entry into East Africa brought q ;ub-
stantial number of volunteers from churches in the United
‘State;. The arrival of the Carlos Owenses in 1957 increased
-the total at the end of the year to sixteen.426 Land was

acquired in Shauri Moyo in Nairobi, in Magomeni'in Dar es

421East Africa, Mission Minutes, December 6, 1956.

422Commission, XXs2, February, 1957, p. 13.

423SBC Annual, 1957, p. 117.

425 426

42 Tbid. Tbid.

41pid., 1958, p. 140.
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Salaam in 1957, and in Changamwe near Mombasa in 1958, for
the establishing of good-will centers to serve as focal
pecints for the evangelistic outreach from these urban
areas.427 The buildings housed a wide range of weekday and
Sunday activities when completed in Nairobi in July, 1958,
in Dar es Salaam in November, 1958, and in Mombasa in
1960.428
4 Tragedy.struck the Mission at the time of the w TN

arrival pf two doctors, Lofne E. Brown and Hal B. Boone,
and their families in September, 1958. On September 5, at
a picnic in honor of the new arrivals, several of the
missionaries' lives were endangered while swimming in the
Indian Ocean near Dar es Salaam, and Winfred Harper was
drowned.429

‘The Mission was concerned from the first about
using literature so, as part of the organization of the
Mission, a Publications Committee was chosen, and shortly
.afterwards the Chairman gave lists of the materials avail-
able in Swahili to the other members of the Mission and

was asked to begin at once with the préparation of a hand-

book for new members and with Sunday school materials for

the Mission as a whole.430 By the end of 1959 Sunday
427 1piq. 4281p14., 1959, p. 137.
429

Press Release, September 5, 1958; Commission,
XXI:11, November, 1958, p. 26; SBC Annual, 1959, p. 137.

‘ 430East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 23, 1956;
April 29-May 3, 1957. ‘
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school matgrials were being sent regularly to all stations
and four booklets on evangelism and the training of
converts ﬁad been written and printed.431

Following the patterns established in Nigeria the
missionaries who had served there led the others to form a
Christian Workers Committee and it was noted that this
Committee was to "establish salary scales for all African

wofkers.?432

Tﬁe salary scales were divided into four S TN
levels, evangelists and asgistant evangelists with educa-

tion above or below eighth grade, and included such items

as marriage allowance, child allowance, and city allowance,

as well‘as terms of medical and annual leave'.433 The
Mission also adopted a policy concerning the steps
necessary for polygamists to be admitted into the churches
and required new members to participate 'in an inquirers'
class for at least six months prior to baptism.434 These
inquirers were to be examined prior to baptism either by a

#

missionary or by an African pastor "at the discretion of

the missionary advisor."435

. 431gpc Annual, 1960, p. 137.
432East Africa, Mission Minutes, Augusf 6—9, 1958.
4337p14.
434

Baptist Mission of East Africa, Minutes of the
Executive Committee, November 25-26, 1957; November 26-27,
1958; February 25-28, 1959. Hereafter cited as East Africa,
E.C. Minutes.

‘ 4331p14.
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Another development was the planning of a Christian
Workers Retreat October 1-8, 1958. Fourteen African
workers wére invited to participate in the meetings which

436 The

were held at a farm near Iringa, Tanganyika.
teaching at the conference was done by Carroll, DeBord,

Hampton, and Walker. A similar meeting was planned the

following year at Limuru, Kenya, October 7-14, which was

at¥ended by thiftyrpeople, includiﬁg twenty African workers "
from the four cities where(mission work had been

started.437 An adjunct of this program was the planning of

a workshop for African and missionary personnel of the

three cbmmunity,'or good-will, centers in Nairobi, Dar es

Salaam, and Mombasa, which was held in Nairobi, Decemper 8-

11, 1959.438

The Iringa meeting set the pattern for the
years ahead when the Mission voted "that the expenses of
the Retreat be taken from the Contingent Fund of the

Mission."439

A seminary, thought of in terms of ministering to
all of East Africa, with a three year period of study, was

scheduled to open early in the life of the Mission. A

special committee was appointed early in 1958 to make

“3%gast Africa, E.C. Minutes, February 25-27, 1958;
Commission, XXII:1l, January, 1959, p. 14.

437past Africa, E.C. Minutes, July 31, 1959; Annual

Report, 1959.

438past Africa, E.C. Minutes, May 13-16, 1959.

439East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 6-9, 1958.
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<

recommendations as to the best procedure to follow.440

This committee recommended that the Mission institute a
standingAcomﬁittee the following year, which before the end
of 1958 had started negotiations for a site at Arusha,
Tanganyika.441 Samuel A. DeBord was designated as the
missionary responsible for the administration of the new
school and for the details relative to its opening which

w%é scheduled.for 1_960.442

s N
Meanwhile, in acéordance with the recommendation to

the Board by the three men in August, 1956, a site was

acquired for the construction of-a hospitai near Mbeya.

The pian, desigﬁed with accommodation for 102 beds,

required special equipment secured from overseas sugpliers.

Delays in building and equipping the institution delayed

the opening, which was held August 11,-1959. The hospital's

effective operation was further delayed several additional

months, because of late delivery of some necessary

. 443
equipment.

i\‘\M
In 1957 the missionaries were approached by the
Governor of Tanganyika with a requesE.to operate a multi-

racial school for boys near Iringa and also had made

2
{

440East Africa, E.C. Minutes, February 25;27, 1958.°

44lEast Africa, Mission Minutes, August 6-9, 1958;
E.C. Minutes, November 26-27, 1958.

“ 442Commission, XXITI:2, February, 1959, p. 14;
SBC Annual, 1960, p. 135.
i

443

SBC Annual, 1960, p. 137.
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overtures themselves to the Education Department in Kenya
about a teacher training college in South Nyanza. The
Mission Quickly decided that the Iringa school was not an
appropriate project, but took several months longer before
deciding not to proceed with plans for the college in
Kenya.444

The 1960 report to the Foreign Mission Board noted
tﬁéf, at the eﬁd of 1959, there were two churches organiZéﬁ\/”‘\\//
in Kenya, at Kisauni in Mombasa and at Shauri Moyo in
Nairobi, and five additional preaching points.445 Two
churches alsd had been organized in Tanganyika, at Mbeya
town aﬁd at Magomeni in Dar es Salaam, to which were added
ten preaching points.446 One church in each country was
led by a national pastogﬁﬁnd the total membership of the

four churches was 102.447

Expansion and development, 1960-1966. 1In 1959 an

" influx of new missionaries necessitated moving into addi-~
tional fields of activity, for at the beginning of the year

only éighteen missionaries were unde:;appointment but at

the end of the year the number had reached;fifty—one.448

-

During 1960 all of the new personnel compigted their

language study and were ready for assignment. Advance

444East Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 16-18, 1959;
Annual Report, 1958.

4459BC Annual, 1960, pp. 133-34, 144.
446 447 448

“*°1pid. Ibid. Ibid.; 1961, p. 170.

s
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planning had been set in motion, so that when the new
arrivalsvfinished their Swahili studies, arrangements were
complete for opening new stations at Tanga, Tukuyu, and
Arusha in Tanganyika and at Nyeri and Kisumu in Kenya.449
In addition plans were well under way for the location of
a doctor in the Rufiji River area and for a couple at
‘Bukwa, Uganda, near Kitale in western Kenya.450

The-added witness- of thesé new. couples located,ihgyyfhf\\/
a widespread pattern throughout the territory was reflected
in the growth of the churches for, by the end of 1960, nine
churches had been organized and preaching points had been

451

established in another thirty-eight locations. Twenty-

two national pastors helped lead thisbgrowing group of
congregations which reported 225 baptisms for the year.452
Growth from this expansion came a few years later as these
missionaries became established in their various locations.
The most rapidly growing work was located in Tukuyu
in the Southern Highlands of Tanganyika, about thirty miles
from Mbeya. The initial contact for this whole district
was made in 1958 when an elderly Afriﬁan, Anosisye, walked
“four times to Mbeya to invite the missionaries to preach in
453 '

his village. William E. Lewis and his family moved to

Tukuyu in February, 1960. With the assistance of Carlos

44911,14., 1961, p. 166.
‘ 4501114, 4511pig., p. 171. 4521114,
453

Baptist World, 8:6, June, 1961, p. 4.
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Owens, who was working in Mbeya, Lewis held the first Sunday
school clinic in the area, February 16-17, with forty-one

454 Within a few weeks

newly chosen leaders participating.
the Jerusalem Baptist Church was organized with thirty
members and twenty-three additional members had been
baptized. Anosisye was chosen as the pastor of the congre-
gation. By the end of June, Lewis reported that two other
chuéches*were'oréanized and six moré established. An S TN A
assoclation was formed for fellowship among the congrega-
tions in April.455

To help prepare these farmer-preachéfs for their
task, thé first lay training extension course was planned

at the Jerusalem Baptist Church for two weeks in October,

1961. The two missionaries assigned to the Seminary,

DeBord and Martin, along with Saunders from Nairobi, taught

r

the fifty men, forty-three of whom came from Tukuyu

area.456 In early 1962 Lewis was writing of more than

=g
twenty-nine congregations and a month later reported
thirty—two.?>’ By the end of 1964 Tukuyu had eighty and a
- =
report in the Baptist World described the situation in

-

454Press Release, March 4, 1960.

455Ibid., May 4, 1960; Commission, XXIITI:6, June,
1960, p. 20; EBast Africa, Mission Minutes, August 4-10,
1960.

456Press Release, Octcober 24, 1961; Commission,
XXIV:10, November, 1961, p. 32; Baptist World, 8:10,
December, 1961, p. 7.

457

Press Release, March 9, 1962; April 27, 1962.
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these words:
Baptist work in the district is largely self- <
supporting, self-governing, -and self-propagating.
The recent annual meeting of the Association of
Baptist churches in the area is a case in point.
The meeting was held in a place where there was
no church, Mr. Lewis says. The result? Eight
converts and a new church.4
By the end of 1965 plans were well under way for
the beginning of a Bible school with a regularly scheduled
program of training. In addition, the Association's o ) h
influence had been spread far to the east where a convert
from Tanga, Ernest Banaba, had returned to his home at
Chitungwe, twenty miles from Masasi.459
Although the growth was not as phenomenal in other
places the pattern was much the same. Eric Clark, who
moved to Kisumu in July, 1960, reported that forty were
baptized in January, 1962, thirty in February, and that the
Nyanza Association had been formed and its leaders were
planning to coordinate development into new villages.460 ;
Clark wrote that at one meeting of church leaders six men
came at least fifteen miles, each from ‘a different direction,
to ask his help in beginning congregations but he was

forced to reply: "I am very sorry, but we cannot consider

any more work at the moment for we are hardly able to

458Press Release, November 12, 1964; Baptist World,
12:4, April, 1965, p. 16.

459

East Africa, Annual Report, 1965.

460Press Release, March 9, 1962.
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maintain succeéssfully that which we already have."461
Four missionaries held a pastors' school in Kisumu
from August 30 to September 4, 1962, which was attended by
thirty-four lay pastors. Half of the men came from Kisumu
and the others gathered from Nairobi, Nyeri, Kitale, and
Arusha.462 When Clark went home in 1962, Marshall Phillips,

wholaisumed his responsibility in Kisumu, wrote that the -
SV S

g

pressure to expand was so great that he daily refused
requests from those who wanted him to visit them and to
establish congregationé, even telling one man "no" ten
times.463

The annual report for 1962 mentioned that in Kisumu
six additional churches had been formed and four preaching
points added to the group.464

Wendell Hdull arrived in Nyeri, Kenya, to begin

Baptist work in June, 1960. By the end of 1962, he was
writing about congregations at Kanunga, Mukuria, Karatina,
and Mutathini, as well as telling of the ordination of

David Ng'ang'a, one of Nyeri's first pastors.465 Even so,

only one church was organized; but eight preaching points

-

46l commission, XXV:4, April, 1962, p. 18.

462Press Ralease, September 28, 1962.
463commission, XXV:10, October, 1962, p. 14.
464East Africa, Annual Report, 1962.

N 465Commission, XXV:10, October, 1962, p. 30;

XXVII:1, January, 1964; XXVII:2, February, 1964, p. 31.
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were reported.466

The following year the Nyeri Baptist Association
was formed and soon requested help from the Mission in
order to start a high school which the churches wanted to
operate as a joint project between the Association and the
Mission.467 The school was to have seven Board members,
four Qf whom wou;d be selected by the Association and three
by Eﬁe Mission. The Association probosed to raise one~ TN
fourth of .the funds necessary for building and asked the
Mission to find the balance. The missionaries finally
agreed tQ the proposal but decided that "the mission . . .
pay its part of the financial aid only after the Nyeri
Baptist Association has fulfilled its financial obliga-

tion.n308

With this understanding the project was
undertaken. '

Back in Tanganyika, the Dar es Salaam Baptist
Association was organized on November 12, 1961, by three .
churches and their several preaching points. The Magomeni
Baptist_ChurcH; in Dar es Salaam, ordained Ishmael Sibale,
the first African pastor to have this distinction in

Baﬁtist circles in East Africa, in September, 1961.469

466East Africa, Annual Report, 1962.

467East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 7-13, 1963;
E.C. Minutes, February 25-27, 1964; November 10-11, 1964.

468

Ibid.

¢ 469Commission, XXIV:10, October, 1961, p. 24; East
Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 22-24, 1%61; Annual Report,
1962.
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Carlos Owens moved from Mbeya to Kigoma in western
Tanganyika in September, 1962, and by the end of the year
wrote that 150 professions of faith had been.made and that
six preaching points were established.47o Within six
months three churches were organized and before the end of
1965 the Kigoma Baptist Association was functioning.471
James Hampton moved to Tanga in early 1961, and on
s . . ' . a7 T
Easter morning conducted the first services in the town.
In December, 1962, he opened a library and reading room in
Ngamiani, and assisted the nineteen members of the Kisosoro
Baptist Church in town to organize and also to conduct a
dedication service for their new building whiéh had been

built by mission subsidy during the year.473

Although-
Tanga was predominantly Moslem, Kisosoro continued to grow
slowly and, in addition, two more preachiﬁg points were
started in 1963.%74

In Nairobi, where the churches had accepted a H
planned ten percent subsidy reduction every six months,

sixty-five members from the three organized churches

gathered in June, 1961, for a fellowship meeting as a

-

470East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 7-13, 1963.

471East Africa, Annual Report, 1962; E.C. Minutgs,
April 13, 1966; Press Release, June 24, 1963.

472paptist World, 8:5, May, 1961, p. 8.

473Press Release, December 20, 1962; Baptist World,
10:2, February, 1963; p. 10; 10:9, November, 1963, p. 9.

474

Press Release, December 6, 1962; June 24, 1963.
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prelude to the organization of their association. The )
Nairobi Baptist Association was organized on October 27,
1962, with four churches and three preaching points.475
During 1960 David Kimilu, one of the staff members at the
Shauri Moyo Baptist Center, was given a scholarship to
study at the Baptist Theological Seminary at Ogbomosho,

Nigeria.476

J NS

o P

Morris Wanje, the first pastor in Mombasa, moved t;
Malindi about seventy miles to the north in 1962. The
resulting church was organized in December the same year
and Wanje's ordination, which was réquested by the church,
- took place on June 2, 1963.477

Three African men showed up at the 1960 mission
meeting at Limuru, Kenya and implored the Mission to assume
responsibility for Border College, a privéte school just
across the border in Uganda, north of Kitale, Kenya.478
The Mission after a hurried investigation accepted the s
invitation and asked Eric Clark to establish preliminary
contacts from Kisumu. They next requestgd the Charles
Evanses to consider moving from Mbeya to Bukwa, the nearest

viilage to the school, on the Uganda side of the bordér.479

4751pid., June 2, 1961; July 3, 1962, East Africa,
E.C. Minutes, October, 19-22, 1962; Annual Report, 1962.

476East Africa, E.C. Minutes, March 14-16, 1960;
Annual Report, 1962.

) 477Press Release, December 31, 1962; June 4, 1963.
478East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 4-10, 1960.
479 . . :

Ibid.

~
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However, the Evanses were unable to obtain the necessary
work permits from the Uganda government and moved to a
farmhouse §n the Kenya side.%80"

Many unanswered questions arose over the handling
of finances and the registration of the school with the
Education Department, so by the end of 1962 the Mission,
following the Evanses' recommendation, had withdrawn from
anf/éssociation‘with the institutioh. The Evanses continﬁég\/*\‘
to work with the people in the area around Kitale, moved
back into town, and shortly were able to report the organi-
zation of the Bethsaida church on a farm near their first
home aléng with four other preaching points.481

The Baptist Tuberculosis Hospital in Mbeya began to
operate on a full schedule on January 25, 1960, and before
long had spread its ministry into a part time clinic
service ih the Tukuyu area which was increased or decreased
according to the personnel available.482 Reports of the .
spiritual emphasis of the institution were summarized by the
genera; statements from time to time that persons had been
won to Christ or had been given a witnéss. When Edward

Mwaijande completed his course of study at the Arusha

Seminary in December, 1964, he was called tc serve the

48OEast Africa, E.C. Minutes, March 7-9, 196l.

481East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 10-15, 1961.

482East Africa, E.C. Minutes, March 14-16, 1960.
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hospital as its first chaplain.483

Whilé at Mpbeya, Lorne Brown was able to get permis-
sion in 1961 to.enter into the Rufiji River District among
the Moslem people along that coastal area. The response
was so immediate and unexpected that in less than four
months the religious leaders insisted that the government
close the clinic, which was being held in unused government

buildings. 24

Lorne next moved briefly to Jinja, Uganda; PP N,
to assume responsibility for mobile clinics there before

being 1océted at Kisumu permanently where a group of clinics

was established in conjunction with the 1ocal'Baptist

churches.485

A highk school was requested by the missionaries in

D -

Mombasa at mission meeting in 1961, at the same time that a

decision was made to sever relationships with Border

College. The school began classes in January, 1963, in

rented buildings in Mombasa and was moved to new premises

oﬁ Mombasa Island by the beginning of the September term of ’
486

that first year. The school became the nucleus for the

Mombasa Baptist Church which was organized not long

4835p¢ Annual, 1966, p. 149.

484East Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 14-16, 1960;
March 7-9, 1961; SBC Annual, 1961, p. 168.

_485East Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 10-11, 1964;
March 2-3, 1965; SBC Annual, 1965, p. 146.

486p.st Africa, Mission Minutes, August 10-15, 1961;
Press: Release, November 9, 1962; September 27, 1963;
October 3, 1963, SBC Annual, 1964, p. 129.
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487 In 1966, the Tukuyu hissionaries, at the

afterwards.
urging of thé church leaders, requested that another high
school be planned, this time in the Southern Highlands,
which was to be operating by 1968.488

Fifteen men and eight wives from eight tribes in

Kenya and Tanganyika began their studies at the Baptist
89

Theological Seminary of East Africa on January 15, 1962.4

Six 4veeks later, on February 29, H. Cornell Goerner led in. "\_r—_ _

a service of dedication for‘the first buildings at the
school. | ‘ '
By the end of 1966, three classes of étudents had
completed their course of studies in Swahili and gone to
the churches. Of the thirty men who had finished, twenty-
nine had come from Baptist churches, and twenty—three Qere
still active in Baptist work. The student body consisted
of thirty men and twenty wives and was expected to rise to
forty-one men and twenty-six wives during the next school
jear.49o

The Seminary had engaged one African staff member;
David Kimilu, who had gone from Shauri Moyo in Najirobi to

Nigeria in 1960. He began to teach in January, 1964, and

remained until April, 1965, when he left to undertake

487Press Release, October 8, 1963.

488East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 21-28, 1966.

489Press Release, November 8, 1961; April 5, 1962;
East Africa, Annual Report, 196Z2.

490

East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 20-27, 1967.
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further studies at Makerere University in Uganda.491

Development in the ‘field of publications moved
rapidly to keep pace with that of the churches. The Mission

chose the Boyd Pearces to take responsibility for publica-

tions on a full time basis in January, 1961.492 Rented

offices were found in Mombasa, where the Pearces were

living, and the literature was produced there for the first

/493

year'. The Pearces recommended Nairobi as the best N

location in which to work, so plans were made for building
a publications building in that city. During the first
vear this couple was able to produce two levels of Sunday

school materials, two evangelistic tracts, and eight

thousand copies of a revised new member's handbook.494'\0n

February 24, 1962, the new Baptist Publications House was

495

dedicated. The Dale Hoopers were asked to join the

Pearces in this ministry. The publication of a denomina-

*

tional news magazine called "Habari za Wabatisti," began in

January, 1964.496

491East Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 20-21, 1963.
The writer was administrator at the Seminary when Kimilu
left. '

492East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 4-10, 1960;
E.C. Minutes, November 14-16, 1960.

493

Ibid., August 10-15, 1961.

4945pc Annual, 1962, p. 137.

495Press Release, April 4, 1962; Commission, XXV:4,
April, 1962, p. 29.

496Press Release, January 13, 1965; Commission,
XXVIII:3, March, 1965, p. 31.
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In addition to the ministry of the printed page,
the Mission also became interested in opportunities
afforded by the use of radio and early in its history began
to consider the possibilities. Although individual pro-
grams were recorded on the local level, and the mission-
aries in Dar es Salaam and Nairobi served on appropriate
committees within the national Christian Councils, not
until 1966 was Dale Hooper assigned specifically to this

497 He was asked to take the opportunity on

ministry.
furlough to familiarize himself with the various techniques
and to inaugurate a radio ministry for the Mission when he
returned to East Africa.

The relationship of the Mission to African worke;s,
churches, and associations went through several stages of
development between 1960 and 1966. A third-Christian
Workers Retreat was held in Dar es Salaam, October 4-10,

o8 This meeting, for the first time, included a

1960.%
numﬁer of church mambers who were not employed by the
Mission and so, during the sessions, the Mission employees
asked for.a private meeting where they miéht discuss those
matters that did not pertain to non-employees. After
holding one such gathering they next asked for -a meéting

with the missionaries to discuss terms of service. The

discussions revealed that a difference of opinion existed

497East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 7-13, 1963;
E.C. Minutes, December 5, 1966; SBC Annual, 1964, p. 129.

498

East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 4-10, 1960.
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as to the relationships between the two groups. Although
no decisions Qere made, a further meeting was planned
between six African representatives chosen by the employees
and several missionaries, which was held in November in
Mombasa.499

After these events the Mission began to take a
different approach in its relationships to pastors. A
provident fund, which had been established as required by <.\ ~—
law for employees of the hosbital and the centers, was
deemed inoperative for pastors since they were employed by
the churches rather than the Mission. The Mission went on
record as favoring subsidizing pastors' saléries for only
one year, with a sharp decrease in the funds supplied
thereafter, so that the church would be self—supporting at
the end of the second year.SOO
Because of the wrong emphasis that emerged at the
Dar es Salaam Retreat the missionaries, at the mission
méeting in 1961, proposed a joint Churches Evangelism Com-
mittee composed of missionaries and Mission-chosen Africans
to which‘they gave the responsibility féf planning a
Baptist Assembly instead of a Christian Workers Retreaﬁ:.sol

The Mission instructed this Committee to devise a system

for choosing church representation at the Assembly. They

499past Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 14-16, 1960.

5OOIbid. '

5OlEast Africa, Mission Minutes, August 10-15, 196l1.
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also voted to delete from the Mission By-laws the section
pertaining to éalary scales and conditions of service for
the African eVangelists and pastors. They also removed the
_controls on baptizing new members, putting the decision in
the hands of the churches rather than on the mission-

502

aries. In addition, all decisions concerning subsidy

were to be made by the local missionary, who was free to
plan adcording to particular need and c‘ircumstances.503 Ag‘.,/f\
the next meeting of the Executive Committee these decisions
were reiterafed and a reminder was issued to this joint
Churches Evangelism Committee of their responsibility for
planning the Baptist Assembly the following year.S04
The first Baptist Assembly was accommodated at the
Msalata Girls Middle School, an African school at Dodoma;
Tanganyika.so5 The meetings were held June -27-July 3, 1962.
The missionaries on the Committee, because of limited
facilities and the heavy>attendance by missionaries in the
Vpasf, requested "that missionaries attending be limited" to
only those on the program or those needed to transport
church rep}esentatives to the meetings.506 The missionary

who was Chairman of the Committee'reportéd that the meeting

of the group during the Assembly would "also help lay the

5021154, 5031p14.

. ,
5O'Bast Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 22-24, 1961.
505

{

506

Press Release, July 6, 1962.

East Africa, E. C. Minutes, February 26-27, 1962.
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groundwork for an East African Convention."507 The Com-
mittee made plans for revival services in both countries
the following‘year in conjunction with the Assembly and
invited two guest preachers from Nigeria, at mission
expense, to participate in the services and in the
Assembly.508

Meanwhile, a second train of events was taking
place which pertainéd to the developmeﬁt of relationships
between chur;hes and the Missién. The Nairobi Association,
shortly after its formation, asked its General Committee to
write a proposed constitution for an East Africa convention
and to circﬁlate the document to the churches in all three

509 When this was

countries prior to the 1963 Assembly.
done the response at the Assembly at Limuru in June showed
that few of the representatives understood the proposition.
Utilizing the contribution of the two Nigerian
guests, the eighty-one African participants discussed the
advéntages and disadvantages of having a convention, but
reached no conclusions.51o Carlos Owens observed, however,

that even the joint planning of the Churches Evangelism

Committee "would almost necessarily presuppose that within

507Commission, XXVv:8, August, 1962, p. 31.

508East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 8-14, 1962.

509gast Africa, E.C. Minutes, March 5-0, 1963;

Mission Minutes, August 7-13, 1963.
510

East Africa, E.C. Minutes, June 25-27, 1963.
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three or four years a convention would be set up."511

In the interim between the Assembly in 1963 and
that of 1964 the joint Committee met several times to plan
the program for the Assembly at Limuru in April. The meet-
ing at Limuru was attended by 110 delegates from outside of
the Nairobi area and another twenty who came each day from
town.'512 After the discussion at the Assembly Daniel
Wanjohis Kabithe, Chairman of the Churches Evangelism Com-
mittee at the time, was asked fo give a report to mission
meeting. Waﬁjohi in his comments mentioned the inconsist-
encies caused by the policy of subsidy by which aﬁ evangelist
in some areas was employed and maintained by a missionary
while in other areas pastors were wholly dependent upon
their churches and received next to nothing in remuneration.
He also decried the Mission's method of locating mission-
aries on the various stations which had resulted in a
constant changing of plans and policies. Although Wanjohi
admi{ted that both Africans and missionaries alike were

involved in creating this misunderstanding,. he "felt that
' w>13

the mission is more liable to blame" in these matters.
. This Committee composed a model constitution to

present at the Assembly at Limuru in April, 1965, where it

was explained and discussed. About half way through the

.

511East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 7-13, 1963.
512East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 5-12, 1964.
>131pig.
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week Wanjohi, who was moderating the sessions, had to cut
off discussion because of strong differences of opfﬁion'
both among Africans and missionaries about the advisability
of attempting to organize a convention within a year or
two.514

Little mention was made of a convention during the
following year either at the meetings of the Churches
Evangeli%m Committee or at the Assembly. The reason for
such hesitancy is disclosed in Ehe action taken by the
Mission at its meeting in August, 1965, when a majority of
the missionaries voted that, |

The members of the local churches be encouraged to

reinforce their work through the local churches and
associations, but that no mission funds be committed
at this time toward the financial support of a
convention.

Two events diverted the attention of the church
leaders and the missionaries from the subject of a conven-
tion. Vice President William Tolbert of Liberia, who was
President of the Baptist World Alliance, and Paul Mbende,
the Alliance Vice President for Africa, were. invited to
participate'in the Assembly in 196é at miséion expense.516

The presence of these visitcrs caused a great deal of

interest on the part of the churches. Also, the-Assembly

514The writer was present at the sessions and
observed this action although nothing was minuted.

S15past Africa, Mission Minutes, August 5-12, 1965.

216p 055 Release, April 28, 1966; Baptist World,
13:6, June, 1966, p. 4. ‘
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sessions and the Committee meetings were devoted to
completing plans for a simultaneous revival effort in the
countries of East and Central Africa in 1967.

Three steps were taken by the Mission during this
time which were to affect Baptist development in East
Africa. The first was the Mission's purchase of the
Brackenhurst Hotel in July, 1964, for use as accommodation
for thé4Assembly, mission meet;ngs, and other meetings.517
A second was that the missionaries in Uganda, with the
blessing of those in Kenya and Tanzania, organized the
Baptist Mission of Uganda in August, 1966, to be effective

518

January 1, 1967. The third step was that the Mission

conducted an extensive survey into new areas of Kenya and
Tanzania, with a view to further expansion.sl9

VThus, ten years after the first four couples met
in Dar es Salaam in December, 1956, to plan for the modest
beginning in Mbeya, Dar es Salaam, and Nairobi, the Mission
had shown remarkable growth, as had the churches associated
with it. The report to the Board at the end of 1966
indicated that the churches in the three ééuntries numbered

163, "and that services were held in a further 106 preaching

points. The membership was listed as 7,272, with 1,579

517Press Release, September 18, 1964; Commission,
XXVITI:11, November, 1964, p. 30.

518

'51%3pc Annual, 1967, p. 198; Ibid., E.C. Minutes,
December 5, 1966.

East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 21-28, 1966.
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520

baptisms reported for the year. The missionary force

had reached 102 in Kenya and Tanzania and, in addition,

twelve were in Uganda.521

Consolidation and transition, 1967-72. Between

1967 and 1972 the congregations were strengthened and new
congregétions were begun in the established stations.
Morebv?rd the Mission sent missionaries to reside in new
towns and districts in order to begin additional preaching
points and churches. The David Whitsons went to Lindi in
southeastern Tanzania iﬁ August, 1967, and the William
Holloways to Nakuru in Kenya in Decembér.522 In the
ensuing years the Ira Montgomerys went to Thika, the Harold
Cummins'to Machakos District, both in Kenya, and the Carlos
Owens moved to Moshi in ‘I‘anzania.523

The most noticeable achievement occurred in the
various institutional forms of missionary outreach and in
the -growth of national leadership in assuming an effective
part of the responsibility for directing Baptist life.

At the Baptist Theological Seminary of East Africa
the attendance remained consistent year after year. In

-

1967 the student body numbered forty-one men and twenty-nine
1 .

52055¢ Annual, 1967, pp. 207-08.

52lrpig., pp. 198, 206.
52258¢ Annual, 1968, p. 139.
523 '

¢ East Africa, E.C. Minutes, March 29, 1971.
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wives.524 Because of a change from a three year course of*

instruction to a four year one, only two classes of
students were"present-in 1969, but even so twenty-one men
and thirteen wives were involved in the program of

study.525 By 1970 three classes were agaln enrolled and

forty men and twenty-six wives resided at the school. 526
At the end of 1971 the total enrolment wa; fifty—one,
_includdng QnefclassAof nine men which wés beipg”tagght ip’h‘?Jk\{j
BEnglish rather than the customery Swahili.527 '
The missionary .staff attempted to include Africans
among their number, antieipating the time when ﬁissienaries
WOuld give'place to netional leaders. bougles Wanjohi
Warpta,~an Arusha Seminary graduate who received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree from Hardin-Simmons University in Texas, Qas
invited_to teach at the school upon his arrival back in
East Africa.528 He agreed to do so, but remained only one
year before accepting a call to be pastor of the Riruta
Bapéist Church in Nairobi, where he also enrolled for
graduate studies at the University of Nalrobl.529 The

missionaries proposed the employment of natlonal teachers

524Press“Release, November 8, 1967.

525East Afrlca, Mission Mlnutes, August 22-28, 1969.

526Ib1d., August 2230, 1970.

>275pc Annual 1972, p; 146.'
528

East Afrlca, MlSSlon Mlnutes, August 23 29 1971

5291b1d., August 21 27, 1972,
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as rapidly as possible, but were forced to continue
requesting missionary staff since suitably trained African
teachers were not available.SBO

In an attempt to relate the student body more
closely to the churches, the handling of support and sub-
sidy was removed from Seminary administration in 1969. The
individual students, their churches, associations, and the .
local ;issionaries became responsible for the financial
arrangements. for students. The Seminary assumed the cost
of operating the institution, and charged a modest fee from
the student; each year.531

One important innovation was a Board of Governors

532 This body

created'by the Mission to operate the school.
was designed to have seven members, a representative
elected by the churches, and later by the Cdnvention, in
each of the three countries, a representative elected by
the Missions from each of the three countries, and a repre-
sentative elected by the staff. However, the Baptist
Mission of Uganda chose not to participate, so the Board's
membership was reduced to only five persons. The Board of

Governors was given the responsibility of approving the’

budget requests which went to the Mission for consideration

5301pi4., August 23-29, 1971; August 21-27, 1972.

53lgpe Annual, 1969, p. 123.

( 532East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 22-28, 1969.
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at its annual meeting.533 - Authority was also granted to
the Board to elect or dismiss staff members, including the
principal, although decisions affecfing missionaries needed
the approval of the Mission before coming into force. The
Mission suggested that staff changes affecting a missionary
should be made at the end of that person's term of service,
except in unusual circumstances. Requests for missionary
persoﬂ;el would be submitted by the Boérd through the
Personnel Committee to the Executive Committee of the
Mission, just as other Mission requests were. Selection of
non-missionary staff no longer needed to be referred to the
Mission.

The Seminary staff continued to participate in
various types of extension courses for lay pastor training
‘and incorporated the third-year students into this program
as teachers.534 They also instituted a plan of pastoral
internship in 1972, in which older, selected pastors guided
the third-year students for three months in practical,
on-the-job experience, under the supervision of a staff

member.535

-

The Bible School at Tukuyu opened in 1966, under

536

the supervision of Jack Conley. The pastoré who

attended were assisted in their travel by mission subsidy

5331p14. 5341pi4., August 20-27, 1967.

. 53571pi4., August 23-29, 1971; August 21-27, 1972.

536Commission, XXIX:ll,‘November, 1966, p. 2.
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and came to the .school one week a month for nine months
each year. By 1968 two classes for men were being taught
on different weeks, and women leaders were also partici-
pating in a one-week session each quarter.537 A total of
eighty participated in the three classes. By the middle of
1969 forty-one men and fifty women were studying regularly
at the school.538 Expansion continued on this basis and
the firét class of men was graduated dufing 1970 after
three years of instruction.s39

As the Tukuyu Bible school developed, two graduates
from Arusha, Harry Mwasanjala, pastor of the Kibisi Baptist
Church near the school, and Stephen Ambindwile, péstor of
the Tukuyu Baptist Church, began carrying the burden of
administration and teaching. Eucled Moore, one of the
Tuluyu missionaries, was assigned to the schdol and
assisted the African staff. In addition, accompaniedbby
one or both of the African teachers, Moore began a program
of three-day extension courses which were open to any church
member.S40 ~The men lived in a tent and taught in the local
church buildings.

Because of the predominance of this type of leadér-

ship in the churches in many areas: other missionaries
b

537East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 24-Septem-
ber 1, 1968.

538

Ibid., August 22-28, 1969.

5391pid., August 22-30, 1970.

540Press Release, May 18, 1970.
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instituted similar programs, adjusting the curriculum and
the schedule to suit local circumstances. The missionaries
at Kisumu asked Jack Conley to return to Kisumu from
furlough in 1969 and begin a school for the leaders of the
steadily increasing number of churches in that part of

541

Kenvya. The Kisumu Bible School, located seventeen miles

from town, began operation before the end of 1969. :
g ' : e

Separate classes were held for two groups of women and one
of men each month.542 A second class of men was admitted

in September, 1970. In 1972 two groups of pastors were
being taught, as were two classes of women. Zepher Okello,
another Arusha Seminary graduate, was assisting in fhe
teaching and administration. Eighteen of the twenty-seven

men in the first class had completed the course.543

The idea took hold also in Kigoma in 1§7O.544 By
thelbeginning of the third year, this school was being
operated two weeks each month and two African leaders, i
Hassany Lambert and Lewis Joseph, both graduates from

Arusha, were carrying the major responsibility, especially

since the missionary, Maurice Marrow, spent the last part

-

541East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 24;
September 1, 1968.

5427114., August 22-30, 1970; SBC Annual, 1970,

p. 118.
543East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 21-27, 1972.
54411h14., August 22-28, 1969; August 22-30, 1970.
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of 1972 teaching in Arusha due to a staff shortage
there.s45

The Evanses in Kitale requested the Mission's support
for another Bible school in July, 1969, but were not able
to have their first class of nineteen until the middle of
1971.546 In Lindi and Masasi, in that newly developed station,
the miés;?naries adapted the program and planned only three
days a month in each town, the two helping each other.547

In Nyeri the Association used the Nyeri Baptist
High School buildings for‘Bible training_courses during the
August holidays each year, averaging about a hundred men
and seventy-five women in separate one-week courses.548
Although the emphasis put upon leadership training varied
from place to place, almost every station conduéted a
specific program aimed at developing lay leadership in the
rural congregations.

Missionaries at the Baptist Publications House
increased its production and the levels of curriculum after
the two Publications Coordinating conferences]in 1970.
Little innovation in the program was attempted in the years

that followed. A writers' workshop was held in 1970 to-

which eight African men were invited, seven of whom were

>451pid., August 23-29, 1971; August 21-27, 1972.

>461pia., August 22-30, 1970; August 23-29, 1971.
>411pid., August 21-27, 1972. -
548

Tbid., August 20-27, 1967; August 24-
September 1, 1968.
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graduates of the Arusha Seminary, and in the two years
after the workshop two or three of the men attempted to
write Sunday school lessons with 1ittle success.549
Dickson Wanje, another Seminary graduate and Publications
House employee, assumed editorship of the Baptist newspaper,
"Habari za Wabatisti," in 1968. He kept this responsibility
when he left Nairobi in 1971 to become pastor of the
Mombasa Béﬁtist Church..550 '

In 1972 the Mission Ereated a Publications Board,
which was to serve in an advisory capacity to the staff.
Included on this Board were seven members, one elected by
each of the th Conventions, one by the Nairobi Baptist
Association, three by the Mission, and one by the staff.551u

The most important development in mass media came
in the field of radio and television. Dale Hoéper was
asked to take training for this special ministry on his

furlough in 1967. When he returned in 1968 he planned a
Baptist Communications Building which was built adjacent to
the Publications House in Nairobi. The studio opened on

552 Using temporary facilities Hooper and

August 23, 1969.
his African assistant, Moses Wesonga, produced eighty-six

programs in five languages in the twelve months prior to

549East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 22-30, 1970.

550

1970. -+
3134, , August 21-27, 1972.

552Press,Release, September 12, .1969; Commission,
XXXIT:11, November, 1969, p. 35.

Ibid., August 24-September 1, 1968; August22-30,
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the opening of the studio.553 In a short time the two men
were producing 140 to 160 rédio and television programs
every three montﬁs, including brief "epilogues," religious
news programs, worship services, and special features.554
These were utilized mostly on the Voice of Kenya, less
frequently on Radio Tanzania in Dar es Salaam, and
occasionally on Radio Voice of the Gospel, a Lutheran
station ifi Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.o>>

The staff of the Mbeya Baptist Tuberculosis
Hospital continued treatment of that disease and other
medical services, at times also conductirng clinics at
'Kyela in the Tﬁkuyu area when adequate staff was available.
Beginning in 1967, the relationship of the medical services
to the evangelistic program received more emphasis.

Reports from the institution indicated fifty-one profes-
sions of faith in 1966, sixty-eight in 1967, and seventy-
two in 1968.°°% By 1970 the number had increased to 140,
and the chaplain's department had been expanded to include
a missionary, Jake Riemenschneider, and a second African

557

seminary graduate, Robert Mwakalosi. The Mission was

-

5531pid., SBC Annual, 1970, p. 116.

554Ccommission, XXXIV:9, October, 1971, pp. 1-3.

555East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 21-27, 1972.

>561pid., August 20-27, 1967; East Africa, E.C.
Minutes, April 2, 1968.

55‘7E:ast Africa, Mission Minutes, August 22-30, 1970.




209

encouraged by the reports of services at Nyechela, some
distance from Mbeya, the first church which had been

started as a direct result of witnessing in the hospital
and by word of 198 conversions in 1972.558

In 1968 the hospital administration presented a

proposed constitution to the Mission which included a

Board.of Governors for the institution. The document after

being ré%ﬁrned to thé staff for further'study was approved
in 1969. Under the constitution a Board of Governors was
elected by the Mission including one African member who
served with the missionaries chosen for the task. Adminis-
trative deciéions were referred by the staff to the Board
and then to the Mission, setting the stage for future
national participationkon a more realistic 1evel.559
Clinics also were continued in conjunction with the
churches in the Kisumu area and others were started in the
Nairobi area in 1970, using the services of the missionary
wives who lived there.seo Lorne Brown, who supervised the
clinics in Kisumu, in evaluating the contribution of this

medical program to the spiritual welfare of the people

wrote -

558Ibid., August 21-29, 1972; Press Release,
June 14, 1971.

559East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 24-
September 1, 1968.

>60past Africa, E.C. Minutes, March 29, 1971;
SBC Annudl, 1972, p. 137.
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The relationship‘of the clinics and evangelism 1is
a matter which is more difficult to measure. There
can be no doubt that the clinics have greatly enhanced
the prestige of the local Baptist churches. We trust
that in addition they have been”a spiritual as well as
physical blessing to the church fellowships.>6l
Agricultural evangelism was an 'integral part of the
Mission's program at Tukuyu, Nyeri and Limuru. The one in
Tukuyu proved the most noteworthy. Twelve agricultﬁral
progfa@s, oriented to give a Christian witness, were
prepared by Douglas Knapp and broadcast over Radic Tanzania
in 1967 by Anosisye Mwongwembe, a local lay pastor.562
Knapp through the years‘insisféd that "the agriculture
project has. been a church related projéct with an evange-
~ listic outfeach," utilizing church centered field days
which éémbined‘preaching and witnessing with extenéion
agficulture.563
The Mission and the churches increasingly worked
together on missionwide projects as plans were made for the
simultaneous crusade in 1967. Revival services were held
throughout the two counfries and 189 churches participated
in the meetings. Over 2,100 professions of faith;were

564

recorded at the services. One of the lasting values of

-
*

S8lp i Africa, Mission Minutes, August 24-
Septemper 1, 1968.

562

Commission, XXX:9, September, 1967, pp. 9-11.

5630t Africa, Mission Minutes, August 20-27, 1967;
August 22-28, 1969. -

€ 264p fass Release, November 28, 1967; Commission,
XXXI:1l, January, 1968, p. 3l...
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the crusade was the preparation given to many leaders at
the evangelistic clinics. Several clinics were held at

central locations where as many as two hundred lay leaders

and pasto ‘attended each one. Afterwards the sessions

were movéd&into the various associations, reaching an even
larger numbér of the leaders in the churches. These’
efforts had a lasting effect on the evangelistic outlook
and thé/ﬁaturity of.many East African Béptists.565

The second project, in‘the planning stage along
with the evangelistic campaign, set in motion a stewardship
revival in each church dufing October,'l968.5§6 Advance
publicity wés shared With the churches throughout the two
countries. Special emphasis was made at the Assemblies
at Dodcoma and Limuru in April, where the materials were
éxplained and shared with the leaders in the assoclations.
Then, in the three months prior to the meetings in the
churches, associations had teaching sessions.similar to
the Qnes at the Assemblies. A marked increase in giving
followed the campaign, especially in the qrban churches
wﬁere membeis were involved in a cash econg%y.‘ The next
projeect was @n emphasis on impact evangelism forJa week in
the key ciﬁie§\gi—iii;¢Afr}ca in 1970, followed by méetings

in the towns during the second week, and in the rural

565Press Release, February 9, 1967; Commission, s
XXX:4, April, 1967, p. 31l.

‘566Press Release, October 15, 1968; East Africa,
Mission Minutes, 1967; E.C. Minutes, December 5, 1967.
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churches in the third week.567 The urban rallies achieved
only modest effect, but in the other two weeks response was
overwhelming and‘before the end of the month over 6,000
persons were reported to have made personal decisions to
accept Christ. In an analysis of the meetings, the African
pastors and the missionaries, seeing that the rallies were
the least effective, recommended that priority be given to
the ruralJafeas in the‘next campaign. Théy also expressed
preference for visitors from other parts of Africa rather
than from the United States.568

Stewardship was emphasized again in 1972. Douglas
‘Brown, Stewardéhip Secretary for the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas, visited both countries, met with Conven-
tion leaders, and advised them in ways of developing a
program of stewardship designed to fit into the economic
pattern of their church membership. At its annual meeting
in 1972 the Mission requested $2,000 to be used for a
stewardship project. This time the funds were to be
divided equally between the Kenya Convention and the
Tanzania Convention and handled within their budget.569
‘The organization of the Conventions and the

development of their relationship to.the Mission loomed

large in the picture during the years from 1967 to 1972.

567East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 20-27, 1967;
Press Release, June 14, T5%9; June 15, 1971.

56§East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 21-27, 1972.
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In August, 1967, the Mission changed its perspective from
the position which it tock in 1965 of encouraging the
development of cﬁurches and associations rather than
conventions. The missionaries decided,

That the Mission go on record as having encouraged

Baptist Churches in Kenya and Tanzania to develop
local Baptist Associative National Organizations, and
to associate with international Baptist organizations,
and that these Baptist Churches of Kenya and Tanzania
be assured of the willingness of the Baptist Mission-
ariesfto assist in this development.

The meeting of the nationél Assemblies, which were
held separately at Mbeya and at Limuru in 1967, continued
in 1968 with meetings in Dodoma where ninety persons were
‘anticipated and at Limuru where 160 were expected.571
Although only forty-three went to Dodoma and 135 to Limuru,
those present adopted abbreviated constitutions for
Churches Evangelism Committees in both countries which were
to cooperate with the Mission's one Evangelism Committee.572
Those attending the Assemblies elected members of the Com-
>mitteeé and decided that each church should contribute two
per cent of all gifts to these two bodies to enable the
officers to cérry out their duties. Later that year the
KMission-requested each Evangelism Committee to submit the

names of three men to participate in, surveys of new areas

in each country, partially with a view of their recommending

5701pi4., August 20-27, 1967.

571East Africa, E.C. Minutes, December 5, 1967.

5721pid., April 2, 1968; East Africa, Mission
Minutes, August 21-September 1, 1968.
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opportunities for home mission service to the forthcoming
Conventions.573

The Evangelism Committees reported to the Mission
that plans would have been ready for the organizing of
Conventions in 1970, except that they had delayed action
for a year so as not to decrease the time and energy
available for the revivals.574

Anticipating the next year's action the mission-
aries decided,

That the>Mission invite the Kenya and Tanzania
Baptists to send two observers to the Annual Mission
Meeting of the Baptist Mission of East. Africa when
the Baptists of these two nations form National
Baptist organizations.

The observers were free to attend all sessions of the
meetings, but had no vote.

The Mission also established a Coordinating Com-
mittée in place of the Evangelism Committee, which was
charged with recommending to the Mission steps in the
transition of responsibility and devolution. They insisted
that the missionaries on the new Committee should be fluent
in Swahili, should serve for their entire term of service,
and that those nominated should be approved by the

Evangelism Committees of the churches.576

573East Africa, E.C. Minutes, December 10, 1968.
574East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 22-30, 1970.
575

Ibid., August 22-28, 1969.
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In preparation for the forming of Conventions,
teams of pastors and missionary members of the Coordinating
Committee visitedvassociations and churches in January,
1971, explaining the proposed constitutions, the purpose of
the Conventions and answering questions.577 Following
these visits the Baptist Convention of Kenya was organized
at the Assembly held at Limuru on March 27, 1971. Repre-
sentatives”of 111 churcﬁes paid a membership fee of twenty
shillings each fpr their churches £o become a part of the
body.578 One of the first actions which the new Convention
took was to call Nathan Koyyi as a home missionary and. to
assign him to Bﬁngoma in western Kenya. Funds fof the
project had previously been raised through a Christmas
offering in the churches in 1970. The Convention also
requested the Mission to assist in financing a national
youth retreat but accepted the respoﬁéibility for raising
one-fourth of the funds themselves, while asking the
Mission.to find the rest.

On June 19, at the Seminary chapel in Arusha,
messengers froﬁ 121 churches from all parts of Tanzania
held a similar meeting, electing to send their missionary,
Aﬁbokile Mwakatwila, to Dodoma in central Tanzania.579

The Mission, aware of its changing role, voted

at Mission meeting in 1971 to request $2,500 a year for

577Press Release, May 13, 1971.
5781pi4., March 29, 1971.  °/°Ibid., May 13, 1971.
—~ ~
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three years as a subsidy for the two Conventions and also
agreed to match the Conventions' missionary offerings for
five years.58o They began referring items such as a
question from the Kenya Registrar General about registra-
tion of marriages and a request from the Kenya Prison
Service for a chaplain to the Kenya Convention for

. . 581
appropriate replies.

Folir decisions made by the missionaries in 1972 c

showed how wholeheartedly and seriously they were taking
the change in their role. The first related to the
exercise of prerogative in making decisions about the
various institutions. The Mission accepted a plan which
stated that,

The Co-ordinating Committee of the Conventions and
of the Mission recommended and it was approved that
advisory committees or boards of governors be estab-
lished for all institutions. Nationals chosen by the
Conventions and missionaries by the Mission would make
up these boards.582

- The Mission, in consideration of a problem which -
had arisen between Charles Evans and several leaders in the
Kitale Association, rescinded its previous decision which
had justifiably supported Evans and moved that the body
"ask the personnel committee to follow the lead of the Kenyé

Convention E.C. and to take what action seems needed."583

58011t 4., March 29, 1971.

581East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 23-29, 1971.
5821bid., August 21-27, 1972.  °831pid.



217 %
The third decision which showed an awareness of -
change related té a request made by the Tanzania Convention
at its ﬁeeting at Dodoma in 1972, when the nationals asked
that a missionary couple be assigned to Njombe for
evangelism and also that a missionary behaesignated as
"Consultant in Stewardship and Evangelism to serve among
the chprches of Tanzania."584 The Mission's Executive
Committeé at the November meeting recalled its commitment
to £fill these positions, noted an added request for a
second missioﬂary for Kigoma, and agreed to give priority
to the Convention's requests.585 ‘

A final decision indicating that the Mission was
taking into account the rapid changes engendered by the
organization of the Conventions was to appoint a special
Committee of Nine to "review the entire mission structure
coﬁsidering also the relationship of the Mission to the

4586

- Tanzania and Kenya Conventions. This Committee began

its sfudy of the matter before the end of December, 1972.

A summary of growth. Although many.facets of  —

ol

' Baptist 1life in East Africa at the end of 1972 needed to
‘mature‘and although many areas in the two countries still’
lacked an adefuate Christian witness, and especially a

Baptist witness, the expansion of the churches associated

>841piq.
5‘85East Africa, E.C. Minutes, November 28, 1972.

586

East Africa, Mission Minutes, August 21-27, 1972.
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with the Baptist Mission of East Africa gave much cause for
rejoicing. In the following table, a picture is given of

this growth.

Preaching
Year Churches Points Members Baptisms Offering
1957°87 — 8 — - -
1962°88 53 78 1,756 789 $2,980
1967°89 162 123 8,175 1,835 7,389
s90 7 '
1972 400 159 16,709 3,058 9,370

Considering the widespread witness in this part
of Africa, leaders in the Baptist Mission of East Africa,
the Baptist Convention of Kenya, and the Baptist Convention
of Tanzania have been aware of the two most pressing needs,
which are leadership training at every level, and a
stewardship emphasis. Those in positions of 1e§dership
‘are attempting to meet this need while at the same time
keeping before the churches an imperative for continuing

‘the rate of growth through their evangelistic outreach.

Southern Baptists in Uganda

The first Southern Baptist contact with Uganda
which contemplated mission work was the visit of Ira N.

Patterson and William L. Jester to East Africa in

5873pc Annual, 1958, p. 201.

588 589

Ibid., 1963, p. 151. Ibid., 1968, p. 148.

59OFigures submitted in the statistical tables for

December 31, 1972, to appear in the SBC Annual, 1973.
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May, 1954.59-l The two men arrived in Entebbe, Uganda,
their first stop in East Africa, and traveled into various
parts of the countfy from May 23 to May 31, having inter-
views with government officials and leaders in the Anglican
Church. The initial response from the Governor and his
aides evidenced a cordial acceptance of the prospect of
Baptist missionaries entering Uganda. Keeping this
response in'mind, the two men planned to return through
Uganda after visiting Kenya and Taﬁganyika.

However, when they made a brief return visit three
weeks later, the Governor stated apologetically but firmly
that, because of the vociferous objection of chureh
officials, Baptists should not attempt to enter Uganda at
the time. Patterson wrote of the Governor's reaction,
explaining that,

Because of strong opposition which he was unable
to overcome, he advised us to take advantage of the
openings offered elsewhere, for the present at least,
pending the time_when this country may be open to
Baptist witness.

Nelther George Sadler in his visit to East Africa
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