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Abstract

In an attempt to establish the prevalence of cystic echinococcosis, a study was conducted in
slaughter animals in three divisions of northern Turkana, Kenya. A total of 5752 goats, 588
sheep, 381 cattle and 70 camels were examined at slaughter. Echinococcus granulosus
metacestodes were found in 19.4% of the cattle, 3.6% of sheep, 4.5% of goats and 61.4% of
camels. The prevalence of cystic echinococcosis in cattle, sheep and goats was higher in
Lokichogio than in either Kakuma or Central divisions. On the other hand, the prevalence of the
disease in camels was higher in Central (84.6%) than either Lokichogio (70.6%) or Kakuma
(50%). The differences in prevalence rates in different study areas are attributed to differences in
environmental conditions, livestock stocking intensity and cross-border migration of livestock.
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