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Abstract 

The risk of consuming marketed milk containing antimicrobial residues was investigated by 
testing 854 unpasteurized and 110 pasteurized milk samples collected from contrasting locations, 
market outlets and consumer households in Kenya during 1999 and 2000. The Charm-AIM 
screening kit used detected antimicrobial residues in up to 16% of marketed milk samples, 
suggesting an average risk of exposure by consumers of up to five times every month. Higher 
prevalence levels of the residues were mainly associated with samples obtained lower in the 
market chain before bulking. Agreement between the Charm-AIM and Charm-SL test, that was 
used to specifically confirm the presence of p-lactams and tetracyclines, was poor beyond 72 h 
following drug administration due to differences in detectable limits of the tests. 

 


