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on teneral Tighe to Wer office.

August léth 1915.

1C.8.pattie

The Unien Government sre about to demobilise six 12 pre. and

6% howitsers whion are not required for Burope. These,

nplete with personnel and smmunition, would be invaluable here.

1 am informed trat the Union Government are prepared to Te-

ruit for & second Rhodesian Hegiment up to 600 streng. To be

p{lised and equipyed 8t Potchesfstreom at the expense of the

rion Government as far as Union stores pewmit. The purchase of
quipsent te complete to be defrayed from Imperial Revenues, also

and ratione and cost of forwarding to iast Africa. 1 strongly

ecommend that this effer should be accepted.
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With reference to my letter of July 31st. lo. 322 and the swamary
same whioh wae sent in telegram 325 of August 2nd.
Reliable information has now been received that 4 sune have
already heen salved from tne "Konigederg® wnd that others may be
;hnrtly.
(B) It is indicated by recent intelli,ence that . second storeship (the
first wea sunk in Nanea rFay) has run tre blodeade and is in or near
qmga now. The ~dwiral has been aekec to verify this. It 1s shewn by
jntercepte.) meesages L ut there ie no lack of munitione of war in
German Fast africa.
["} 1f the above ie true the whole eitueation in Jerman Keast Africa ia
radically altered. The Germans have an unlimited recruiting area. The
two storeehips must have beeun expected and in anticipation of arms and
ammunition being available {t is natural that recruite should have been
trained. Therefore, the Jermans may have at this time 20,000 reliable
men under arrs and may be greatly superior to oureelves in field end
reshine guns. For the last three weeks . vyuni and $aveta area have been
. strongly picketed tnat | nave not been able to obtain any informatiom
of the enemy's movementes thare.

Againet such odds if all my good troops were fit I could probably
holt rv own but owina to the ever increasing siokness of the Europm

now
an¢ Incian troops, ‘he reliable Infantry/enly total about 4,000 mn

¥nor no more tham 3,00 ocan be cencentrated in the Naktau and Msims’
Thi¢ gor-entration is now beiny carrisd cut. Bhould the enemy v

”
neke m determimed advamce on these twe !ines a ocontingency ,'
Tegard as quite poesible, the situation would be ymxxtum seriewss
() Only 2nd line troops can be spared to hold coast. to .‘. n

iombasa and keep up morale of the inhabitants 1 consider thé
Presence of a man-of-war is essential.



