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| war such questions ae the quahfxw.monn of vlectors,

' Membere of the Legislative Council whe.

amws for 1atroducin. such a system , toough 1t will we

ultimately decided that the principle of clective
representation cannot be extended to them.

Any appearance of spontaneity and promptituae
{0 tols matter will no doubt have a v ry great effect

wndld d

at the present juncture. I,‘therefore) propose to tele-
graph in reply that tie Secretary of Stete wi.l te pre-
pared to approve of the aacption of the prinipls of

elective representation for the Buropean Cnofficial

a conveniont time

impows ivle for mim t wefsre tne Conclusion of thDJ

electoral areas,and Lue manner in which the Luterests

b

of the Indian, Arab,and native compunities -an best be
reprpsented pye e ; . ‘ ,J
_ '!'h& telegram mght be wnhrmd oy & despateh
m tuat the Secretary of State of courss zmde}:aund‘]
that if is impossible for tne Governor to go into these
outate.adi,ng qwstlons in any detail at prelent, but
t.b}at l}e I;ll be glad to receive uie obetrmtxom and

suggpnmna m "them at the Governor's comfamense
t , .




AST AFRICA PROTECTORATE GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
No. . 101 NAIROBI,
latt BRITiSH EAST AFRICA.

TEOAEh ’ 22nd angust, 1916.

3ir,

In consequence of observations which have
recently been made to we, on the subject of elective
wof ficial représentation on the Legislative
Comwil oL tbj,t Protootorato, I have the honour to
ncqunin& yop vn.-h wy conviction that it i= most

desuulle ‘that further Cm%daratlon should now ‘he
given to a question 'hic"x ‘wa- ventilated at some
length in the year 1913 und which presumably on
account of the omtbfeak of war has remained in
aheyance since that date. The Memorial w.uch Ps
priaanteg to your predecessor by tlc white cou-txitw
nf the comntry in thut year was hntosivah'} dealt
pllg) with in lis Confidential despatéh .@{pctm& Y,
q:",\« 'w/.\ 1913,--@(1 all the facts pressuted n;xd’.th argument s\
v ;u!dnccd‘ w111 he found in the correspondemes . . .o
: ,qmtad with thqﬁ despateh. v, abb - _
LA 2 = ﬁi unnecessary thit b asmid reiterate
oh,orvutlons nh}oh have heen reoordod in ﬂwe forumey,
correspondence; but it may ‘n well that I sb«mld
zay that during the in&nal which has slapsed I

,(w have found no reason to vary the lrim cxpr-uod
'—\\/g?b’ in my Confidential despatch of March' ‘8¢, 191&.
& e 's-

TIE KIGHT HONOURABLE
ANDREW BONAR LAW, P.C., M.P.,
: SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STRTET, LONDON, S.W.
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45Jv’ e 8 Much lhas talen place Ilnring Ihe last two
0
R'u':g vears to engeader a hetter understanding hetween
FQ )
= the Govermuent and tle community. "he people have

evinced un increasing confidence in official action,
aud mach of the suspicion with which ‘lie proceedings
of Governnment were fomer]y viewed has for the
present bheen dissipated. As you are aware, all
classes have loyally co-operated with amd assisted
the Government in orgamising and maintaining
defcnsive measures when the Protectorate was in
imminent danger of invasiom, sud . have np *
hesitation in saying that a more coiy lete under-
standing now exists than lias ever been a, parent
hefore. It is therefore, in my opimion, of the
atmost imborteuce that these improved relatious
should Ye fosterel and naintained, and 1.t no
effort en our part should be spared to jreclude the
po<<ibility of reversion to the former attitmde of
hostility end distrusty

L. Notwithetanling the fact that ' - war has

temporarily diverted the attention of the ov wmity

in other directious, a very strong and consistent
public opinzon exists on the suhject of elective
re;cesentation, It 1s heyona question tiuk any
intimation of a determination not to accede to the:
public reguest rould he most seriously gnd deeply; .u
resented and would dispel every vestige of that :
growing friendliness which has heen so ;lessant o
feature of Lhe last two years. The people rightly
congider that the part they have played in the
defence of the Protectorate and the maintenance of
its comsercial stahility under trying conditions
gives

=t
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zives ihem an even stronger claim to syepathetic
treatment than was the case vhen their femorial was

presented three years wgo, and they look for a

favoiruhle reply to their stition ~111 a confidence
which woull e rudely shaken if they were disapjcinted.
5. Me question has now been resuscitated

in comeclion +ith the appointment of unof ficial
nemhers. 1 have heen given to nnderstaud by
gentlemen who are in a'pesition Lo veice the views

of 1. commnity (hut womination to the existing

e ———————tT 1 T 1 1 T 1 }

vrcancics wonld be readily accepted if it is
undergtpod thut the arrangement is to be temporary {
only and will be {oliowed at a convemient time

hy concession of 1' e principle of election,

6. You gre awdre thi;)t' at the time that the

Governor's War Couicil was 1n  TOC®ES, of formationm,

1 authorisedsthe peo le in [he country districts

e §
to select their o rej resentatives. TR .
crmcessléﬂ was universally appreciated and was

productive af the best results. "he gent

selected have done excellent work, their presence
has ensured pojular oonﬁdﬁxce in the proceedings
of the Comncil, and 1le arrangesent has heen u
prineipal cause .of the increase af good feeling i ’
which T have reférred to @hove. 5 )
7. With the result of ﬁ?.is experiment before
me, [ az fully convinced thut conoession of the
rprinciple of clective representation in the
“Léglslative Couneil would he most heneficial. The
public will then feel that, vhether their views are
accepted or not, they have been exprassed and
enforced by their own chosen mouthpiewes, and that

they have thus indirectly been given opportunity

of
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of voioing their opinians and criticisms in the

pro%r,pl% in xospﬁot of matters with which the
a '*1” a whole is usually concerned.

8. It is not suggested or expected that the

change should be brought immediately into operation.
Many details regarding the status end qualifications |
of voters, the diwision of the cammtry into |
clectaral areas, and similar preliminary questions
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will have to be settled before a change of existing
vfooadun can_be affected. Deliberation of sueh '§
mat ters can, hmycr, be postpomed until
hostxlitus are -dcd dha bhg ommb-y has agun
settled down, A1 that is ngw uked is that ym
will be ;lwsnd to usnre me of your \ﬁllu\,uss to

tu&mn the adoption nf the primsiplo‘bf elective

re,xesmh;tioh when, the time arrives for vewiently {4
mtrodhgm it. W‘lyk :acquainted as ¥ am g
with Lhe feeling of the pooph, garnestly (}(
desirous as I am of promoting the Yrgt interests of
the country, 1 foresee in the grent of this

assurance a germ whieh will develop Ja u,xrcadincv;
growth of confidence and goodwill, \rlﬂ.le Iam :
equally satisfied that determination fo‘adhtrt to\;
existing conditions can be attended qflmﬂm &y
but disunion and duutcr. 4 ;
9 i g B
the umrm‘ ﬁgﬂ;ﬁn Nvgiuit, lnd would roq\l&t
‘that your decision mgy be oomﬂ%ioated to me by
telegram. I uhm hrﬁ?ﬁ position tlj
reassure the gentl@ who hm ecnfmed with me
and to submit for His Majesty's ;pprovug the names
of those whom I desire to nominate to existing

w

-, vacancies



-
P

43)

vacancies during tie  c¢riod which mmst elu;se hefore

¥
effect can he given to the alternative arrangeweut.

I have the lionour to he,
Sir,
Your humble, obéddéHt Wervamt, '

4 H

Howas i,

1
e Cy GOVERNOR.
y P 7
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