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GOVERNMEN T [HOUSE

~ No. 10 NAIROBI,
ONFIDENTIAL ) BRITISH EAST AFRICA

,"Rdrd Aupust lsle.

1 have the nonaur to ackrnowlalge the gpoeipt

€ Jume .ith, 1818, on

¢ your Confidertial despatch o

the subject of Lhe revislon of rent for town plets,
and to state tnat, ~fter most careful consultatien
with my alvieors, I regrst that 1 find myself unable

to concur in the expedianc, of nfopting a shorter
ter. of lease as an aglternative to the 1;-‘3:‘13&1':(!&1
re-assessment of rent.

2 Or. tre quegtion of periodicel revisibn, I
find some 1ifficu.ty in adducini arguments addition
t7 thoge whieh 1 nave already presentad for your
consideratian, tut the following - -servations appgar
to be worthy of examiaatliol.

3. it should be remembered tiat the Government
is . in a d.irfcrent position to an ordinary landlord, egnd
that the public i’n a new countsry - especially t.hm;e
menibere of the public z;ut of whose pocket the penafit
comes - do not always realise that venefits to the

£ Gowergment are oenefits tf: the c'ormr.unity. The person
ﬁho rents a oullding ylot‘on a lease for 99 years
under the usual covenants knows exactly where he
stands, his liabilities to his landlord are datermined
at




o ' 43
2. .
at the outset of the tenancy, and it i‘a merely matter L
of computation whether it is worth while entering
1ntq such a contract or mnot. Under the scheme of
vwzubu ﬂ!t, the liabilities are unknown, all &hat
Y ‘,}m 1”“? jg'assured of is that his rent will b2

riodical].y Lnnz'uaaod to an unkpown sum throughout
;)%‘iem, fnd m: 11 spite of) the fact tet his( T
vdnencs vill aoarue to [the Goveruum: at the leng ;
ﬁ n, althou;h tha Government: ;w.«yng the £yl

;‘rmﬁax on the lmwart from the bunamgs. I am

. convinedd that if ‘the community were oonhult.ad it A
would qmphtmﬁlly forégo tp sd’vgntage to w&ioh you 4

refer xin ordor ‘to an-uro a f!zed rent for ‘the whol. =

of th. toru. X

L. 1 nn mclm«l to think that you have i
overdqﬁ,imgt‘d the wer of dmall prius being oid ;1,
*.. 4 Fuotionl of the qlght to lease town plw- am; so :
(A

-(;;‘: N'Wtim\u of intoh&ing purchhéere ‘$n any cv&m

Lty <
such a'reault can be t’rustrated by fxxlng for each lot

)
g

a mp%ﬂ«l.qw“@se‘t yrtqb having some relation to the
a7 gt oo,
w&ﬂ value, ' /. 5 k. w

X

; “Aﬂu altu'mnva p-b:,p'odﬁ fow md'e to reduce ¥ 2‘
;m lf;ngﬁ‘u of the term of the lease of suqh plots will,
A

: ! o sat isfisdyiif adapted, expbse the Govermbnt to it

woquti&“ o{ ?r,aah of faith, There, ig nothing
¢ the suggestion being carried into

=

g )
"‘hu‘t.' ’thl $esult wix&anevitanl‘y ‘e an outery’

ﬂ ¢
for the ‘renitutton of ihe donger term. -

6. rho ‘alteration propoui is‘not a question of
nardship but a question of good !a.ﬂ.hﬂ. ﬂhero i® no
doubt }ﬁ my min}‘ that the community, ri‘pmly or wrongly,
is of opi:nion‘that the usual term and cfonditions of

J rent fbr(town lots to ‘be leaged under the Crown Lands
ordiasncé

Wi,




3.
' 4
erdinanao, 1915 1,{111 nof. be' xa.ried from those

* formerly in £ oth(rwiac tlﬂ,'u may be oxpressly

paﬁh to 1né.1ndo ndc

g save Li special ‘cages. o
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