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1 am Wectfed Dy Vls^otmt Grey of Pallpdot,' >,

to transmit to you, liere«itli, to i)^ before .
JIT, gecreta^ Boiiar Law, a copy of a 

' the war Office, regarding certain propd&^ls taade

by tbe General

» ((

Officer conmandlng-ln-Chlef, East 
employment of the Belgian

rx .rv
-/ Africa, for the futurey operating in tfeat theatre.Congo troops now 

copies of a telegram, of a despatch/and of a
d'Affaires at Le

r
letter, from His Majesty's Chargd 

■■ Hawe' on the subject,are also enclosed, for Mr. 
./^'’’sonar Law's very confidential infonnation.

^ V' ... in view of Lord KllmarnocA's obaervatlons
Lord Grey Is of opinion that, for political. . .
reasons. General amitS' suggestion cannot be 

' ^ ‘ 'pressed, and he woiill-propose. If Mr. Bo^.m

oonours. to state, when infonnlng the 
Government to this effect, that the campaign in

other, campaign, has been

.y

. X;

Siast Africa, llAe every 
andertaAen in the general interest

j;>id that this alone, and not any

rX'-’' of all the
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' ’ 1 am cocaraancied by'the Army Co'jncil bo transmit for,,' 
> the'.Information of -the Secretary of State for ’foreign

;:i' ■■
/' Affaire extracts from teleEraraa received from ti.e General 
. b Officer COjkaaradin^rin-Chief. East Africa, containing '' ' 

proposals relative to the future employment of the 
belglan Congo troops now O^peratlng in tiiat theatre.

2. The movements now Jh progress by tne Allied ■■„ 
Forces are directed towards the effective seizure and 
control of the^ enemy' B main lateral line of communication, 
the Central Railway, and when completed will mark the , 
close of a distinct phase of the operations. From 
information in. the possessloji of the Cooiicil it Is 
probable tiuit on completion of, the phase the Germaji 
Commander may withdraw his remaining forces ^nto the 
districts of Irlngn and f.Iahenge, south of the Rnilwey,
and endeavour to prolong the., cajiffi§lin,. ■ “.j-

The Council would prefbr on many grounds to 
enqjloy 1^ the. final phase of the campaign','which may' ', 
■sqipToxlmate-to gttprllla-warfaTe, forces composed as far^

3.

j^osBlbie African troops, releasing' as far as may 
Vbe fb^'iiWtctlcable the'.Imperl^,'.W^e a'outh ^rica,. 

^:.lj|nd;ll5egVLtfl.if.Ij!lSdiai:^;^,ts how s^in^-under General Snui-t^. 
y :,lnV^ticilpa!^t^_ Cornell have despatched'a ■'

as
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ii<^. J-- * ooneiaerable expansion of tlie Kings ^J^lcan'Slfrs^

ir, tgre encountered

iKsl'M tv..-:::

sm\ «?^piedyt<!|ri^jj^.> T^ee. 4^ficuiti%eriB^^%wiisa:(j/:':,: 
'-'■ V'"'conne.ct:|on.'-3wlith  ̂the‘-^<*ect^-1^lngj.mlnln^,.r_hxi(X^ 

‘'‘Vef^icerinftiiil.the new uWte In
.'4i;. -iln'cbMeeciuence, Li'entenant-General Stout'S^^s 

projjote^^tliat,. vften the Belgian Congo'forces h^e’’'V i -sa.a' 
pcdupleVj|(lg<^'and tJJlJl, the Belj^laB cWr^i^t should' v 
be approach^ with a view to seduring thft^r a'seent to our 

...taking over all qr the greater portion of their troops Ih' 
.V:'^ flew, for Incorporation In, our forces undfr British

V'X'j

!

f. ^

i
VH.. Officers, thus providing a fully-trained and well-

^ organised accession of strength. :

- , It Is considered Uiat on.,Mmplet5ip4„.of .the'.opera- .

1Belgian Goverpmeet ^11 have little ,.

• ■''‘'a ' .-ipterest.ln the<final'stages-Otr^tlie Ci((ivaff3i, and may'he 
. ' ' 'vglad to heArelleved of thfi'ii^aclari^hilltleei’. ,. ^ ■

- . ' foowcted. wlth ths': nihlnten^^ ^f':tl^i^-.fo'rCesj'.jes^claJ.lj'v 
4;'^ w have had to'''be replabfed.'l»?,v

'tb sonie- exiai\t by^he :Vdlfi»i^^pea^:^^:Vt1:'.
' reofults. ,^' . , ^

tatceiv tb'hicertaln 'the'
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,.r. . :iSiere Is no doutt tha-pSj^ Is the lnt?Siht^Cqa^f^

■'■' '"'■'s;''I
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r' tt^»l|p)jv:^v,eiitually to retreat is,'the
Mwiehge di^rlcts wherj^ thfe campaign will 
dlfficultfiwf^^practi^lly ImpoBsllile fpr. ^t^ iroops Id 

, the ^dlse^ee-or Wn and an^riH'jsi, *; v, '',' ^ .'-'
' M '- . I'ventifre ■ to make the folldviflng suf:-esilon;

The-'BelglanB have a welT-tralned native Army niimhering 
between'8ioi:|3 and 10',000 rifles. These trobpe whb' '; 
belong ,to the period before'’the war now fown part of the ;'7| 

anny of advance, their place in the Congo having bees . 
taken by recrplts. ’ The Congo Government will be

■ t''
y

■A.

! -

t;
. ■'*'

Berlously embarrassed- after this War, by the large 
numbers of troops and .they might welcome, an opportunity,,.
to )get rid of the financial liability.

' ' My Buggestlon.ls tliat the-British
:'Approach; >]jje; Relgian. Government aK.d. propose afd»i;‘the„ ^ t 

. occupatioii -of W'ljl to take over the natlya wltii' ' 
native-K.C.O, 's and. men ahd Incorporate them In tlt§ 
British army under British Officers for the duration of '

- -' .,the. design* -

il.

.ir . ■r: '

further intersSfft in the' The Bel^glfins have no
after the' occupation of, Ruas<te’and Urundl which ,0.

ifc mV;

C-^

f
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^'p#w GsnSj^L^simifip^.:^. ^

' ■ ■ V.; ■■*.-; ■ ^

Training and ^crul|fnS'ftt ,aT,^;tK|f|i»^^King»ep;^l^^a^.^; 
’ ' -Rifle battalion-fc Is •prpcajj^ng.-Slowly is ddubifuj^/-

^^eJther they will fee fli'(£^r' the f lel^. vvhen tfiie” seoondnry 
^ . ca^^slgn sp^th p¥ the: central railvvay'‘begins. I^/fi^ose 

/ ^ in the meantime to cMtlnile the campaign; with preset',
troops'e«fn after the occupation of the rallwayVi^ll 

.-these feat^ions are properl'y, t,falnfe|y-^^^^^^^
' ,/Lff' r^brda the question of' -aai^B|/con-

\

ii

U-:

;
4. .

isi^^.iyaclvllsafele to ask for 8,^ rifles iflilch-wlll be.
’ ‘. • lb. ba't^^ions'^ef'^.^q^ men-eafeh according tO" the. Co^^o

‘/Free Stat^’establte^ent.
WastagsvWii'VrJ’* considerable and the- probability of 

guerilla warfare'pn the part'of the enemy, in*a difficult. ■:

V

country will necessitate a considerable fo.rce en-du? , ,
part. 'vt-t %■[
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regr0t ,,tt»t.they are umDle ■

;j tliy dssvutcii .Tr^ty

that Bolelfen colonial troops oarmot fight

i-

. ■*

'■■■

(1)
undof another flag and off leers; .

(2) prohahlo refusal of natives th f
sovereign under their own. offloere

involved la change of methods
and

fbr their ovm
practical dUflcultles

and language ,efor. ^

of Belglflir Congo poldl^rs.
-t'' (3) lack

public opinion the sacrifice
Note'states-that Belgian limtary.

G,„M I*-.' “> I*'”'*
instiusted^:no.;ca85 to;j?a«8.. 

exlst-dU8tlfyp»g. the saci’lflces .which coht^ation ^
■is oaapalgn- would entail, the Balglaii'Gove^m^ are 
•'i-idy th' ^me with sincere desire to arriy?> ah ,
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, ,|jf J.iela^.^n ;;a(,xve’Li-oops uHtiei- U-itli i; ortli^rn ";^n ,;
. ittBtd pOatte ol the c. jnpiiign i-n CJern.-n -,.. t ^

iJu^om 0^ii;^,ltr tcia that the wais-fia* toarfr ■.,.
linpotUiBt for hl^ t^’4;lve ainyVfflclia Os’lnlOh wj out ii^t 

■be aoolo lay it - Before, pjfon hoyent liwaeftltiUily on bit 
'■ g return v.’hlcii would ^ rt-turaBy,. tac i^elieaojf v OMldy , 
4'?’''. then douhtlacu ooutult the ■Unli toi- of Joloniep ;nd'' . ,,

.beaxw-iaie diiron•
SJlid .OBfioolty, iBiulu that

^f’^hhi’eo^li^'hhd ''h^te GU&OCiMBilillfWtB. aSBar*.--■,?■■
■■•. 

‘ k: |rfwtio^.pplut2^f/Vjeis' 'enlkwhefclier ^ .^t^.lroppe,.
•\-■; oohia'he »n'' to, Bbey.''offi.,i3»;^' h^tHo^tthahJ 
’’ who iitjl tmnacf them*,, \\ .f ’ •'•p .'i/
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fDrv«««y oener&x ^t8:jr^i:r:'. 
'ttfet-lve ini^i ,

^^|4iakr British .OffIciei's,, (see f.O. ‘‘''
1st) Is so U^^tant.fmi; a mllltaiT^Qlnt 

'‘’%^,vlew that, I' am very Tel^taa^^ tfO 'say anything|rtil?^
mJ^t apppar to be putting difficulties In the:^^K'^o^
Itfe realization,' but as 1 have reported ln>^,^d?^atcrt_
ilq. 133 of’to-day'S-date^^aron Gal|i;ier^ij^^^,,?j|5,8lWl^: ...
any officlai'-expraBBlen of op^ent^Bhowe^’i^

persoMd, ,vlew .W, eerlous ^objection
/■" „3 4f^,ae;entertalned'to'it;|y the Belgian Oqvernmeat. >.^^'‘v^

■ ess that I :waa iBjt .suy^ris^ at t^s and lt.i(iuatt^ V
' ’I .t^ati be pj^tty clear-tljatyBe^lai^ -'.'

that we;mu8ttVe prepared^to^g^^v:.-"^ 
tae fart.of.:lJie-.Minister

" ' ."'llfrl&p^'pb^^edito Genef4l'-&|itB’^orme^qp6Bal.^ ;:^
,(.^.;^t=vie')s&iiid‘;tajca over the admlnistratlp^ of tha-^ole, ,■

and how -Benhln's’ cph^Ht«^d
® 'i^^>^iiwAualiy;,Becured for the^presenceUf
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