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Sir,

She Tropical Diseases Committee of the Royal 
Society have had under their consideration a proposal, 
originating some time ago i7t a suggestion the 
Colonial Office, that the servioea of Miss Robertson, 
who has lately returned from her tern of service for the 
investigation ipto trypanosomiasis in Uganda, should be

:

utilised in the Soudan to investigate the problems of 
camel trypanosomiasis. This disease is responsible for 
serious losses among the camels, horses and cattle in 
Mgypt, the Soudan and parts of British Bast Africa. A 
thorough investigation which might cfford~e basis for
measures of control and prevention is coiaegugntly a 
natter of considerable economic ingoortance,

The Committee of the Royal Society desire to
------VAGawsisn<L.tMs .proposal Jo Jihe. favourable considaratian__

of the Secretary of State and suggest that, if he sees
his way to oomiisiioning Miss Robertson to proceed to 
Khartoum for the purpose mentioned^ the Royal Society' 
should supervise the enquiry, and that Miss Robvatsmt ^ \ 
should report to the Society from time to time. . ^

The Committee disousaed a rough estimate of the
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; probab2'0 cost of the irmsstigation and ai^e 
it -voiipd not exussd t^fpOO per annum-for two peari, which 
they consider the least time that should be devoted to 
it. As already stated, the enquiry is one which con- 
-cems not only the Soudan but also fast Africa, and to 
some extent Uganda also, and they hope that this circum
stance will render it possible for the Colonial Office 
to collect the fences necessary to defray the cost.

As a contribution towards these funds the Royal Society 
would propose, with the sanction of the Secretary of 
State, to transfer' the sum of d&X) out of a balance 
remaining in their h^s from the grt^t made by the 

Colonial Office towards the expenses of therapeutical 
experiments in relation to trypanosomiasis.

In the event of the proposal under reference 
meeting with the approval of the Secretary of State, I 
am to ask that enquiries may be i-nstituted as to the 
facilities for transport,not only upon but outside the 
railway and steamboat routes, that the Soudan Oovemment 
would be prepared to afford to Miss Robertson; and 
further to ask for an assurca%ce that authority would be 
given to her to travel about the country so far as might 
be required for the purposes of the enquiry.

—---- -------^...Xhe Cnmmittee are..impressed mibh-bbs-i
®/ « first-hand study in the field of the ‘Conditions 
producing the disease in the local endestic centres.

, Jit purswanes of this prineifJe Miss Robertson has a 
progrmms of loeslities to be visited, surges ted by 
A*. Jfalfow, lately Director of the Khartoum Rsseanek 
LaboratoriesJ but shs would bo puito propmod to plaoo
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h»r»«Jf in th« hanSn of iht local authorit^fi in selec'i^ ^ 
-ing the particular centres best adaptedjb^^^i'^'^ f

facilities of access to the sources of ■Anfeoticn^or |{j9
pursuing the enquiry.

The approximate estimate above men^ned mas 
based upon the assumption that Uiss Robertson mould 
receive the same scale of pay and allotoances as she had 
in Uganda during her recent term of service. \

a

\

■:3<mI am.

Sir,

your obedient Servant, .

V

£, •

The Under Secretary of State, » 
Colonial Office.
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The Assistant Secretary of the Royal Society'presents

letter of '-■

his cotnpliments to ^ liUcjU*

and begs leave to acknowledge the receipt of /Le^ 

fl^^ UceM^ I .
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•which is receiving attention. ■-%
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