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COT'TON INDUSTRY

Points out danger to, owing to requisition of stail
for military Iurgoaes and btoppage of railway and
steamer transport.Asks services of staff may hot be
regmslti ned except in case of imminent*local danger

that Uransport of cottson be treated as &
matter of urgent public 1ru,eres
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In your reply please refer
AND AT ‘ |

MowmBAsA, | tono....

4 EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE ———

The Under Seevetasy of State for the Colonies,

Colonial 0ff ise,
Whitelall, 5.¥,

fiz,

As suggest>d by My, H,J.Read, I have the honour te
comfim gy conversation with him at tie Colonial Office last
night,

Yesterday, the 14th, inst, we received the following
sdvice by cable from our Mombasa Office =

ety kit T

"now rotting Lake ports awailing transe

"port, have spproached Goversoxn OOI"
ﬂu signer of this cable is Mr, Cox, our Acting General Menager
in Africa, I should add that on 7Tth, inst. we heard by wire
from Mr, Cox that the Railway services of the Uganda Rallway
were suspended, and ashing if he should contimue work at eur
Cotton Ginnery Factories in Bast Afr ics and Uganda, I saw Mp,
quLIm- he same afternson, aud understasding thet
l‘ph -maun the Oouro of the lnnt.q of Btate that ine
dustyy and business .mu’ as for as ,onhh. be kept golag in
the Protectorates, we sabled reply on Tt inst, te Mosbasa that
ey were t0 continue sotton gianing -ouhhlny. Yostere
Gq't uilo. as sbove quoted, 1s ne deudt intended 9 Do resd
hr US 48 an answer to cur imstruetien ef the Y, lni.

I heg 1o state-that ve Bave in Ne#t Afiles -c!.nu
Jotton md Cottan Seed stosks 4o & Setad of mmm

Ii“l O.m still




Lake, While ebowt

E LS

our‘ecteﬂn on
) Leke (Mioga and Rake V‘tona to thc oo‘ut for ulmi. s
have something 1ike 4,000 toms of Cotton Seed gldned and unginvud
in the Courtry, These wtogks Bave a tdtal value of spmething
betweer £125,000 and £180, 000 sterling, Unginmed cotton deter-
iorates repidly, and Cotton Sesd, ﬂuﬁnr ginned or unginned,
quidkly b'«nu sbsolutely velusess if empsed, and ewen looses
valwe qutcny 1! protected by sheds. In addition to these
sourees of heavy fimancial loss, the delay in ginning and gett ing

the Factories on the Uganda side of \iﬁ

5,000 are understosd to ’bo in tnuh

thewwroduce shipped home is costfng us very heavily irdeed ror
intemest oa the financing of the stocks,

The situation as per these eabl.s has been discussed
by our Direotors and by the Bxecutive of the Eritish Gotton
Orowing Association, and I am desired by both bodies to state
vhat 32 ginning wy our own stafe and transii to the coast by the
Uganda Government Steamers and Railway cammot be vexy quiokly
resumpd, the losses will be go great u-to aboolniﬂ.’ apdihger
our finanoial position, Further, unless the stooks San be
g0t out diead of the new native orep h;rvnt. dug t0 cammence
$u Revember, it will be impossible for finanpial and staff reds
#on8y L0 authorise our people to buy nﬁ erop from the nat ives,

I should further add that any jeopardy to the financial
posdttan of our own Comontion -ult n.o a!tut -uch concerns

,,,,, ———

as the Buked Cotton & truun‘ Co. Ltd. eta., wtth 'hu ve werk,
and whe are to a lurge extent dependent upon us, botn financislly,
and OF various services on the sp ok, ;;niug that Mesers, Hensirg
& l..(&all; & German fin.) will net be mo to buy wew orep B
ooteny md that the other British Go¥ ) Acﬂmﬂl in the Coun-
try will be suffering in the smme ey | !' _ournedves, i vetton
muq and tm.a is bheld up now, y

"!ﬂ Mot u@ coﬂg anu ’

S S ——
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fof garehase by matives with the Propesds of thelr cotign orop,
@ " Loslsoggnformed Mr, Read that our Mohbasg sad wp-souttxy] ;

¢

oftioes sre concerned in the maintenance of oversees shipping
i8 our capesity as Agents of the Union Castle Line, md that
it ouf staff s taken awsy for Naval or Military dutdes, 1t is
#6% Saay to Gee how we are to earry wn the shipping work,

¥e have, of course, imstructed sur Nombasa 0ffice that
our nm,n every podmt, s t0 comcperste to the utmost with
oreXy requéstoef the Gevermment, et we beg t ask now that
= 6x3ept u ease of imminemt lesal desnger, the services of our
Cottas, Shipping end Enginser Saff:. on wadeh the carzying & of
owr west urgent business vitally € oells, shouwld not be Toquls
sitioned by the Government, snd that their work uey, indeed; ve wem
aavisted by the Govermment in ey local diffiocwl ties, Alse,
that the trankit of Cotton and Ustien Seed over ts Lekes sad
Ugatida Ra Lway to the coset may be trested as o uatier of
urgeny cancern ia the publie interest, .

Of couree, all I have put forward in this lether 4y
&8 mueh on behalf of the other British Cotton Campuies, ay of
owrselves. All British Cotten Companies are sovoperating in
theve natters, )

I have the honour %o be, Biy
Your obedient Servant,

A Managing Directon,
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