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[ your reply please refer f

Mowmeasa. to No..
wirish EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE: S

'nu Under Beorata.ry of Btate for the Colonies,

Downing Street,

Whitehall, S, W,
Bir, _ : ‘ -
SOASIVISE STEAMER - EAST COAST QOF AFRICA.

Bince the Bast Africa Protectorate Govermment steamer \,,
WJURA" Wae condemned and sold about four years ago, the need for
a British coasting vessel, to serve the coast as between Zanzibar =
l!omia‘la = Kismayu, eund 1ntcrudia.:c porte, has admittedly been much
felt by the local Authorities and by the local public., There ave
one or two very small steamers on the _c::nt owned by Indian {irms
and menned by coloured masters and crew, - We believe that insurance
of carge au'rud in such vessels is rether duﬁuuit to arrange.
They. run veéry irregularly, and are practically useless for coast=-
wise meil traffic, They are virtually without passenger accommo=

\,d'ation. “We believe that the lou‘l'flovornunv has no special ar=

rangements for comtrol of these boate for official purposes, nor :
'} 80 3‘ 0 Ir'o‘n‘im“eom mit 8, to go Torward in ocean stea=




'- hno put the obno vuu ntqu \zha m of
the vn:.an cmu Madl Btu-iup Goqpany Itds, cnd mv tm tw
‘would not” be aveﬂe ;ro‘ta.king into early snd pueuul consid=
eration the establishment of a suitable steamer for this caut-
wise traffic, fitted for lst, and 2ndy class luropean\ passenger
traffic, with ample deck space for coloured passengers, native
troops, etcy, fitted with refrigerator plant and electric light,
of a sufficient speed, and with ample carge space, all very far
surpessing the capecity and abilities of the late s,&. "IUBA"y

The practical question, of course, is that of the cest
©f running such a boat, and what her earnings would bey" The ex= -
penae: of running, under present conditione, would be considerably
hs.;har than in normal tl.%:, and the nnofvi.al passenger and
carge traffic certeinly much under the normely On the other w
Government traffic of passengers, stores, troops; mails, eta,, is
probably unusually heavy end perhaps under conditions that may ren~
der it of'spccial value to the Authorities to have such a boat upon
vhe ceoasty working under such arrangement s witb\ the Govcrnmexit'u
would ensure her aveilability for ‘wfficial traffic, or rewarrange-
ment of time table to meet official needs,

We gather that such arrngomant-, const itut ing a-conw
tract, might be possidvle in return for a reasonable mnthly pv-
ment, which would not be 8o much a subsidy as in effect a meil and

despatch services contract, the gteamer bLeing at libverty to garn e

»

all poseidble ordinary revenue when-net “requisitioned Ior speciad

Government purposess We would venture to recall thet the .e.
"JUBA* cost the Protectorate revemie about £3,000 per e th.
excess of her working npo-u over her.earnings, and. tm nu'
"nmimzm'm outside of the cost of her y




tionsy x‘tkug ta -hﬁo ooncotn to be the wim o!ﬁeh}.
rmu'omt in the present state of affeirs, we venture the hope
that ylrh:pl the opportunity presents itsels to combine the neede
of official end unofficial traffic in some Such manner es we have
attempted to outline,
We have the honour

to be, 8ir,
Your obedient Servants,

BRITISE BAST AFRICA CORPORATION, LIMITED,

-

ol i Managing Director,




Sir J. Anderson.
Lord Islington.

Mr. Harcourt,
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