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Sir,
COASTWISE STBAMBR 

Blnoe the Xaet Africa Frotaotorata aorernmant ataaaar 
"JUBA” Was oondemned and aold ahout four yeara ago, the need for 
a British coasting Tesael, to serve the coast as hstwaan Zanslher • 
Uombasa - Klsaayu, and IntarBediats ports, has admittedly haas suop \ 
felt hjr the local Juthorltles and hy the local putllo. There ere 

or two vary small steamers on the coast owned hy Indian firms 
and manned hy coloured mastsrs and eraw, - Ta heliava that iusuranca 
of oarga serried in such vaasals is rathar difficult to arrange.
They run vary irregularly, and are praotioally uselaae for ooast- 
wlse mail traffic. They are virtually without paaaangar aooosaas- 
dation. ~Ta helleva that the local dovernmant has no special ar­

rangements for oomtrol of these hosts for officiatl purposes, nor

law aiay
of'osrgo~from the minor coast pozts,~~t« go forward in ooaan staa> 
mars, and oonvarsaly the forwarding of cargo ex ooaan staaaars to 
the minor coast ports, Is exosedingly difficult, and depends malQly 
on dhows, the sailings of which are affactsd'^y aunsoon

Should ports now ^ enemy territory to th« south of he 
hawa heooaa opened up for sea horns'traffi0| BewMramsnt'etarreae- 

' paaeengere and oiaila, and for priroto cargo,, tho nsod for an of­

ficiant Roasting otoaMOr working oi^ tho Bast Coast of Afrioa would 
hecame even more surkad.

•gAfl,- ccAgT, ny aFUICA.
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-a-'
Ta hav« put tlw •bov* vim* before the lihuagers el

the Onion Caetlo Kail Bteambhlp OoBpany ttd., and gather that they " I
r/1vould nofbe arertt rro^|^taJtlng into early and practical oonsid- 

eration the oetabllehisent ol a euitable etiOaaer tor this coast- 
ntoe tralllc, fitted for 1st. and 2nd. class Buropeau passsagsr 
traffic, with aa^le deoh epoee for coloured passeitgsrs, natlws 
troope, et&4, fitted with refrigerator plant and electric light, 
of a sufficient speed, and with aagile cargo space, all very ter 
Burpassing the oapaolty and abilities of the late s.s. "nSA*, 

the practical question, of course, Is that of the cost 
hf running such a boat, and what her earnings would be*- Ihe ex-

(

penees of running, under present conditions, would be considerably 
higher than- in noraal tl%s, and the unof|ppial passecgv and 
cargo traffic certainly such under the nenilal« On the other

Oowemnent traffic of paeBengerq, stores, troope, malle,.etc,. Is 
probably unusually heawy end perhaps undsr conditions that 
der it of special value to the luthorltiee to have

may rea- ,

Bucii a boat upeya
the cesetg. worhlng under such errejiigsiiisiita with^the Oovernment ae 
would ennsre her ewallablllty for official traffic. or re-arrange-
ment at tise table to meet official needSj^

Wo gather that such arrangsmants, constituting 
tract, might bs possible in return for a reaeonable

S'son-

nontbljr pij^M
men*, which weuU not bo so such a subsidy as in affect a mall and
despatch servicss contract, tj^ •tsamer being at liberty ts 
all posslbls

torn
ordinary rexsBus-whew-set rsquUnjaagg 

Government purposes. Ws would venture to rsoall that the s,4|. 
"JTO1» coat the Protectorete revenue about £S^OOO per as the

sxosBs of her working nepenaes ever hsr.oamlngi, and that this
aggsal SBpsnditura waa outside of the east of her p«iB«iqai hea^ 
repatre, totalling some £30^0go in IS years. «r s^, £a,600 per

Thspe s^enoee, about M,eoo per a«sil^ were furthe'r ex- • 
eluwlve of Intanast, deprecletion, and InsuraiMse. ?hS 
thus 00et in all over gyoo p«r Muaui, or *700 per^month, and her
r«te^lQn tor 1ft /9mr& st

iuom rpooina nu^«r », ■
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pV- T'**’ o« 0<"»»>•*■«• »»4 Ap^loultnuf*, indi^Mn.! planters and otlier*,
as to the serious need of, sffic-lsBt assn*: sf:oe«stwl«e eoBmiiilo*- 

Looking to what^e oonosiTS to hs thstlonSf
•Jwsptloam official 

. requirement In the present state of affairs, as reature the heps 
^ that perhaps the opportunity presents Iteelf to 

of offlcim and unofficial traffic In 
attempted to outline.

combine the needs 
some such manner as as haa«

Ws luvs the honour 
to be, 81r,

'Tour obedient Berrants, ^

ASRioA coRpcauioii,m

^ Hanaglng Sirsetsr,
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