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TELEGRAPHIS ADORE }/{V

. / TELEPMONE Noa
GONVENTIDN, CANNON, LOWDON = 4 TH84-8-4 CiTV

-
-

-
CommE nCE

1. 2 & 3, OXFORD COURT & 97, CANNON STREET,

LONDON, E.C. 4.

August 1Bth 1917,
v A 4 “
The Undqr Sefretary of State, N4
™ Colonial Office,
Downing 8treet.'

Dear Sir,

At a recent me-ting of the Rast African Seotfon
of this Chamber, consideration was given to a vesolution
adopted by the Nairobi Chamber of Commerce in June last
in favour of asking the Government of the Prgteé$orate
of Rritish ®ast Africa to abolish t present losal
weight standards in favour of the Imperial standards of
avoirdupeis,

was unanimously

"THAT this Section support | viple the
resolutions of tle air r 112 “hamherg

of Commerce in favour of the discourasemert af
local svstems »* weipht 2l peasur~s ar { the
official recognition of tie sh svetem pending
the adoption of a u n Im;arial tem as
advocated by the mbers, ard trut o londdl
Office he advised

I~ forwardiing this entorsin~ resoln
consideratiop, I am to point out tha th

case ere British merchants are unwilling to adapt
their business methods to syit the cehvenience af ar
0ld establieHed, foreign market. These local standards
to ‘which exception is takeén, were introduced simultan-
egusly (with the British weights and measyres and tney
progredsed ponautrently with the dewelopment of Rast
African trade, ard it is believed tm+t the avoirdupois
system 19 generally prt"!rred

3. This Chamber is infopmed that &* pregent the old
Arab weight standards and.te Pritish stardards are in
use almost indiscriminately in Brit ish- Bast Afv'lca and
Uganda. Even the Geve rnment Gagette Notices of tne
(two Protegptorates quete & given mrticle sometimes in
one standard, sometimes in the othed, The risk of
ecponfusion nputun.y 6 Mon-reaident correspondents
and Home Pr ipils . A48 evident An itself, but is the
greater when' 4t 1s appreciated thit the Arab standards,
altho pomimnl 1y weight, are actually based in ‘some
o.nn measurement and various weights thy apply
T4 the same denominator when used for various lines.of
Produce, and even for the same line in‘garious fogal’

ete.
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; he Coyernment for all merorandise
duoe expept Ivory. A Frusila of Ivory is 3§ 1lvs.

A'Bigla s by Arad law 360 1lbs, but for sesame seed, as
an exoepticn, the Gisla is 285 lbs.

The 18 by B,E.A, ocustom (there being no law re
this) 60 lbs. and -ie sup;osed to represent a standard
native porter's head load, hut the actuval head load
now standardised by the Um Covernment is 56 1lbe,
am by the Congo Government (Jjust across the Uganda
frontier) 1s 65 (1bs.

The situation is, in brief, very much the aame‘as
to be found in-the London produce markets until very
recently, when denominations such as bushel, quarter,
eto. varying in avoirdupois for wheat Linseed, etc, etc.,
were by'agreement abolished in favour of <~ Th,, Cwt.,
and ton avoirdupois.

I am to express the rnope that this matter may
repeive the early attention of the Secretary of State,

Tpure talfur dly,
g o gy
Ut ele /f//au,
o

—SEaretarys
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