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Dovming Streds,

7y Septetber, 19YT,

4

1 have been on a short holiday or I should
have been able to reply befors now to your letber abo:
Captain Brookss' olaim for compensation for losses in
East Africa. 1 have ommsulted the Department concerned
and ax sure that they will readily give vu. careful
oonsideration 10 the case when 1t comed before M'»..}.
The best tiiipg for Captain Brookss to do is 10 writa 4¢
the Oplenial Office officislly making & detalled :

fim

SOLOMEL C. R, BURN, M.P.

e 7ot
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7 will cescrite my own cage 8¢ B8LOIl.y 48 popeiclie, 10

while to sutmit & claim

enable you to Jjudge whether 1t 1e worto

for your 8on. I am eorry to eay the! none of the papere in my

poesession dealing witn tue euwvject are available at present, tut

I remember the leadiny featurce ¢f the caee; and, of coursee, the

7. O. will have filed their papers relating & 1t.
Ae you know, 5.0 acres of land, on a 99 years' lease,
were taken up for your son in Lemck Valley, B.E.A. about 1908; at
the aame time tnat Lady Southeek apd myself took up 5,000 acres
ander the same conditions, sles in Lemck ¥alley. Both your

and 1if

each,

son and myeelfl started development of our respective land,

thie was & elow process, it was owing to our being 100 miles fro”

the nearest rallway stetion, without any roade even, In :
face of great difficulties we erected buildings and t ol
‘and

{ron for feofing, ployghs, incubators for ostrich farmi®
’ L4 s

many,/

Yo : . b1 S “‘% u‘




- ) -
}»r"emm Gordon Highrs.,

/teshwe. .t, Averdeenshire.
Ar & litp =e of your wvui, Ywpt. H. brim. hrooke, it eeems
» &
|4 ni.t . alr tnat *r e egtion of compensatlion b Government
oRMEr 4 B.Y.A i rred tnvoup:. tlie surrernder ¢f Lia
ALC 2t Jin, prould Le nut uni, rainec, tut gubmitied to lhe
wiong cfiice ue ®00am 48 poeeille. I tninx the Colonial

¢irice will rond.e the Aub ect tn a fair und tmpartisl epirit,

once 4n poreeesicn ci Lhe facte, Judsing by the very courtecus

wa, 1n wkich mey fonsld&‘ed a clai, ‘ade sbme time ago by mysglf
Tre twg casen are nearly parallel.

1 will describe my OWn caee ag shortly e ,cn-u“e, to

enable you to judge whether i1 le worth while to sutmit a claim

for your aon. I am eorry tc eay that none of the papers in my

possegeion deallr with the spubject are available at present, but
ng J

I remember the leading features of tnhe case;, and, of ocourse, the
~ ‘
C. 0. will have filed their papere elating to 1t.

As you know, 5,000 acree of land, on & 99 years' leaee,

were teken up for your son in Lemck Valley, B.B.A. about 1908, at

the same time wiat Lady Sonthesk and myeself took up 5,000 scres

each, undér the same oonditions, slsc in Lemck Valley. Both your

son and myeself started development of our respective land, apd if

tHies wae & slow process, it wae owing to our being 100 miles fro~

- the nearest railway etation, without any roads even. In the

faee of great difficulties we erected buildings and trmoyf"d
and

4ng;, plougne, irfcubators for oetrich furm),‘g-




asny pther thinge. ALY

nleevu};un B0 Hilen.to - &
‘. bed

We alro collected live a2 ocl' a‘“p uttle and oetriohes

Woén we vere thorowgh¥ LEI'\‘d on our lﬂnd’ ai Pm.ctorAte

® ‘

Jovernmény had occaalon, t.m ne;.h.tn a..erstimm in 1tp rat.lve

alicy, tuhe result bging t..a?. tie Hauu were ("CP\'.\.CAX’) trgma-

rea from the I-'p'“irn Remprve o tLe South ery, TL460 A.jlru sand
v ba \

vicintty. ooy Land ‘was ;nr’. o'!’?ne new native reserve contewsl,
plated. S{r Bercy Ofronarc, hen Jovqn.c , ipyrcué:.ec us on the
. fupject of‘\'mcnder&ng $ Lm&f./ Y v"m, e fc.- 5% more 4n the
1eikipse mnrim.« e Vs.f‘umm 'd. Loa we wouic te arle te S“
P‘C ouby ‘thill rigw, Waullmrt «t once. Ae we WP ro wish to numfer

the Qovernment, we kg%& to vacate our land, msuch aga.:ne% Our

P ®

‘ own U;lciee!.e, or tne understancirng that we were to recelve the

cof more land in excrarge, to be oocupled a8 roorn ae practicatle, B
»

wnd in addition we eatmitted clalue fo@ S&ﬂnsgzxun. Tre
;overnment toek cur land,®ut would not re'.'.xe our claime for

monetary omonsatxon.’ The remgval of the kasai fron Laixipla

wag held up fo¥ seversl yM.’ in congequence of & came ULelng o
brought againet the Government by the xé"ou. 4t the 1rstigation

of some diereputable lawyer, €0 I-understand; the nett result

veing that we were no longer in a poeition to develop our Lemck

fapmg, but coula not occupy the rew land;- wé .ud nowhere to put

sar 1ive stock, and the position begawe irtc.eravle. A

The case dragged on wrtil ehortly before tie preser: '¢r..

when the Masai mqve had'beceme an accomplishec fact, aHa we! Mre

Y

promised our-new deede.

N
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Wren I submitted my asa for corpensastion to tue Colon- {

{ e "
tal Cffice, tne Colo:nl * oroYlu¥p, ufter oflrefil coneideration

of wy came, Adnitied to.ut tnc Glalm WA JUML o . awarded ne con

penaeticr e “nre t- which 1 agreed, altinagh my
PV

claime luts.ieu wore tnan . B LAeT 8. ual Af'T resemtelr Tigot-

. After the long deldy and dislucatic. of oy Lufl:zebe, o

1Al to “hT ¢ s et lerant . Yo4r @nr kris i . guite
dependentiy of wyselt, wnd I 40 .ot kro exut wiat 6leps Le¢
took towarcse etting compersatiun. Tae {act remalr.n tuat ke
never receivec anjy.

It unae occurred to me, ae on~ of Lie Trustees, that ft 1s
only fair to his memcry and to itne estate whick re left behind,
2hat tris claim ehould bte re-sutmitied, or ratser, precented %o
tre Colonial BSecretary, as mine wuw, ceeing tnat the Protectorut;‘\

N

Government would not coneider 1it.

He cannot now prenent nis c.aim, raving given :.xl’%}ft
for hie Country; btut I feel sure if J:“dlx. so, 1t ﬂulc receive
every coneideration from tue Celor.ial Becretar,

I think hie claiz should Le Lasec on tne followlig, 48
Land wae _Juet

~
mine wae, and eur casee are almost icentlca.s. e

half mine, in extent; hne uadé no epportunity, for vVaric.is reeaeons

ent, nor nad nLe &8 much

" of ¢olng quite tne same amount of develo
xiy; stock; bdut in proportion, I tnink hLe pank ue much capitsal
irlf'hia farm a8 I did in wy own, anc wag extremely embarasesed i°
conenqucpoe of vacating hie land, and all tnat followed. ‘

i !on conﬂnuity of ouppcsed security of tenure of land,

4’}, ]ﬂmblnco and connquent loes of bvusiness; all plans S, oo o E
everal years, tased on the farm being upset, s




on Farm Zuilicings.

moval expenees from 1

4 ! i
loe8 .t .
£ to Lel
A. eirg kept out of furming bLuelneee 1or ucoul
rie new - - Upyd. a@tl
rced <o i tegk -
1 ew 400N,
¢
B 1 ive & 1 r F , owity L iy .1 [
¥
s c travel attacke f wi.c afile ¥ bvee,
e HILOU 1 € N e ve,
ir . estimntlon, ibou: a8 I¢ A
Under reundl Yo. - £
No = + dad re of
£1
- 4c
£,
R
I should coneicder £1,000 & pretty fair award, Lut proo-

ably nis direct and irdirect locses amounted to coneiderally
more than this.
He wag alwaye a very uard worker, and put bis whole heart

ae he dic ir ¢ everytuing which he

and energy into nie f:
endertcok, as you know, und 11 was all the mcre bitter to him
when Le knew that all hLie .iabour had been thrown away tnrough no
fault of nis own. He nad to take up Bome Very unard work, such
as the Majadi Railway Conetruction, as & direct consequence of

. T

the loes of Lis farm. I do not think that tue Protectorate

Government quite realiseéd what 1t meant to a man who, arriving

in/ 8
»w L

-
-
-

T
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{mwa nn cwun&ry.rhu tq\ aungh out QI'WH exprrucnuu &

(I
ng, und¥r the greatedt d‘irrvﬁtiq of chmu. Lapoler und 1o
cality, not to ",ennc.’. Wi o m»'v t\d d;‘g‘m €11 t.ip on
'vwﬁ frender cnpu,n.-. wg’ hdo She o okedip, tlituw away thé noil

»

vﬁ‘fl‘ﬂwl "1»!\)10 y-as‘ Tor Kt'e .eward of SOF Wore land, of

cln uhceptaly yalue, dnd at that iime core o -leem unsarketabl

How were 5,000 ﬂ'l'.ao 2,98C ac

L1ve a fres
gtart? .at Le negdea nb money,’ nc: lund vi.e w5l f
than he wue at the starg$, becauee Al AT
for severa. years and very Jittle p-uii: And then, on tue 10}

of all thie, ne was ndot sllowed to occuj wne promieed

ever get hie ceecs for 1t. Thi i) nave been unavoldal . e
it did not make the cuse of thie particulsar setglar . e
and wae it just? He could mot even ruire o loan on Als new
land, not having deeds.

I think ] néed not wdd apybL.rg “ r, exXc: | € B4,
.at ae the Ooloniai Office recogrised tue justice of .y il
1t {s almoet certain to copnsider thle qfie Ver, faveurav.;, lie

w ipee Lelng very nearly para.lel.

Averdeen, Sept. 3rd, 1917. -
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gordon Higblanders,
Castlebil]l Barracks,
ABERDEFN .

Z9th November, L9L

{ m%.opwry >f Btate for tne Colonies,
- galenial Offioce, .
T jLoMDO N.

y (NS " 3 -
X . {,Dd LRSI RS, X

f meve she nonour_to gt 88 oue Of the Tristees of the
tn H. Brian Brooke,’ 3ardon Highlunders, of Fairley,
118, Abepdeegnshire, who died from wounds received in
.~tipn, &nd siBo at Lhae request of O&pt. H\V¥. Brocke, nis father,
pave & obrtaln Latler gonnected with the cstute »f thut officer,
whtdh 1 c11d Nike to 'be pewmnitied.Lo bring to ,our notice.

in Britieh Emet Africe, sbout the year 1908, Capt. H. Brian ¢
Bronke &0k up §cen goresa of lund on a 99 years lease, in the
Le-ek Valley: I wlso took up land neur lin at the same time

place, ot < N

To put the matter as snortly a8 possible - &t & leter dute,

3ir Perey Girousrd, tnen foverunor, requested both Capt’. Brooke 5
{: $0 relinguisn our land &8 1L was requ.red «.s & l;ga%b‘;'v

Reserve; ¥ on the understanding that we were ealh to recelye 50

per cent wore lend in seue Bpul, t0 be melected by ourseiwes/ .es

hoptly &8 poucible after veoaking our land. We had several d

interviews witn Bir Pergy on the subject, and agreed to hig pro~

‘position in 8o far &8 the extra of lsnd went, but said that

vo. regretvted that we oould not &oocp\‘él &8 & Tinal settlenent,

and laid before him sertain claims To netary compensation in

Ldditiom. Sip' Pepey would nqt opnaider these claims, and &

teadlook engued. Beveral years elapsed, snd finally I laid wy

sse before the Col nisl Office; where there is, 1 have no doudt,

record of the csmtter. Sir L. Haroourt then Becretery of Btate

eor the Colonies, wave his personal epmsideration to my gase, and

good encugh to Bay that he considered my claims fair and

erate . Pinally, he swarded to me compensation to the extent of

000, to oover my losses.

!

’

1 mention my own ca#e Lecause Cupt. Brooke was in the seune
sition, and our oedes &re Very nearly parallel. Up to the ‘time
t nis death he had msde no sppeal to the Colonial Office for
netary compensation, but,as far ae I aware, had put the matter
ints the hands of his lawyer in B. E. Africe. The object®of my
letter i8 to bring his case to ,our notioce, in order that you maj
sward compensation to his estate, if you think fit. 1 am only
scting &8 cie Trustee in the matter, and no benefit can come to me
ersonally in the event of compensation veling ewarded. To ny own
rgonal knowledge Capt. Brooke started the development of his
frazing farw soon after he got possession of it - and worked under
reet difficulties the land being 100 miles from the nearest
railway, there also being no roads, all his live stook and building
terial, implements eto. had to travel long disetences to reach the
arm: native porterage being the only means of transport available,
e matter was costly. OCapt. Brooke erected & wooden house.pn his
perty, importing iron®roofing, ineubater for ostrich farmi and
ioulturel jmplements. He algo owned some oattle. when he Hed
géttled on his land, the matter ayose, ooncerning its
! shuent, which I have mentiomed. In order not to embarras
’ ernment., Cept, Brooke broke up his home, dispersed his cattle,
8old hig farm plant wii he eould, at & loss, and left the land
for oc:mtion by the Mesdi. '~ This Masai move, however, wae
y N3 4 * T ~

[ 3

Wor the Honble R. . Carnegie, . "’s

~



)
14 up ror several years, and the Musai rennimeé in Laikipic. &8
ipla wes the dietrict vhare Japt. Byaoke héd beenpronised land £
oomeasation he wps ungble.tq ocoupy it, so.wme in the position \
baving Jdaid t. neérly 11 h!a evtilabie capital ou & farm, Which

e oqliged t.n v‘q a loau, angd then wes in the eir, go
‘ ; unable 4o \ ),,,(

Il preoticelly ruined t&b wu.oauéwkm., " wonK
y p.congtruction at r thiogs . I believe he
Nie deeds for the &' shortly befare the war,
ensation: for hie nd which 1 thigk mey fairly ue
Mu este.t,e, 'q nn o1 owing: -

A L )
1sed 'qecnriw aof t.umre of the
M 50
ce . shd quiint semt omifn, add Loar T A N
et l.,qid total j\ﬂ?;:&-tm of b3’ business plans ‘ Y

4 years ¥y

é’
¥
w5
'.,"
&
E-

5 JLoss om materipl (&Tter bresk UP of farm, §ugh s

oofragAved jron, ’irplenents , ingymmter etd,, acdd &t

& lo#s logally ~ theo' greus’dltno;ln, of retaining

Aame snd swb‘lng &t ahy point Negr Latkipis. 50
6, Being kept out: i;rmtng Lunmelq‘.ror From 4 onF

‘years, wnd unnb'!e o ‘develap His péw ‘land, also

havine to'mell off his etooh,, EHEG ' the action of e

Governtent in B.E.A. . 400
Lo Losa. 1n lwo Btodk iA tran¥it over at leagl 10C miles. 49
Totel #1049

' ——

The suw of £1040 appears to me to cover hde loases, in 80 far eaf
le &0 estimate them, bu% probably hiws direct and indi#éct lomggi e
... considerably more. Thinking of my own claim, although™¥
uepted 000 in settlement of my case, this sum did not nearly
ver au J.oases. i

# th. Brooke weg & very hard wonker, and a good type of wlamec
id it waB a ver,y bitter plow ta hianren be found that ald his work

v d besh thrown &way, shro' ,no fault of hig own. .1 do.not thimk thet
/7. e Colonial Gov at alns'l Quite reelized whet it memat to & man,
% 0, on arrival im aghew and wild odumdry, h#id ‘to laumeh out, unsided,

b practically exper ul farning, under every disuAvunt,a.ga of
prning sun, labour,and lecality, mot to wdation numero dipeases afid
be attack of wild enimals and hetive thieves, and was then msked to
fogw away) the toil of several valuable years, and to regeive in
ensation 50 per ocent.more land of uncertein velwe, and at the tinees
sotically unmarketable; of whioh he was unaple to get dven the deeds.
could not raise loan om the land under these eirousatanges , and
I pentioned va.aioroed{o take up odd jobs wherewer W find

em, M. the begimhing off the war Capt. Brooke % i
ployment, at the very first call for men: , Wl led T
ally gave up his life , the result of woulkls recsived in ast in e
ance;' and 1 feel that it 18 only due to his memory es & very mallant ’
d patriotic gentleman, that 1 should make this appeal.

I trust, 8ir, that you will be able to give thim matser the
Peideration which I feel sure it deserves.

I have the honour to be, 2t '\
8ir, « £

Your obedient aeivam‘,
A/wtl;;l« : . 4

g
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