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L -f‘ & ; 7
sir, 7 4 1
1 h.n the henour to ueknonean tho receipt of your
letter of the 24th November, lmf"/iuo with enclosures,
v 24

respecting Mesers.Bird & Co's application fov¥ steamers far service

in Bast Africa.

2, We cannot recommend that this OCompmny's prepssition in

its present form should be supported, 'Bo far as we ,ni.n apcertain
they are nmot shipowners, nor do they control any tonnage. They ask
to bs supplied with Government tannkge to move cargs in which the
Proteetorate GoyeRMARER are to & certain extent interested. If °
5‘ ufx.y fonnsge is avallable, the Ministry of Shipping :}Jh: be asked
directdy to supply Steamers for the conveyance of the Sisal and

other 'produce.

3. Assuming tnc the Ninistry of Bhipping gave Messrs,Bir¢
& Co, the mesnagement of ﬂrnn- they would have to be loadsd
outwards as well as homéwards, This would be an attack on the
Comference Lines, who gould not gubmit to it without wn Bffort,

4. The Comference Liner 1naf steamers at m-.go'léu-lnhud
fonder sha lj.d‘luborouﬂz and when ntt}o(d"\ bargs ‘u*fm‘ AT ﬂl‘
LDeF purts, Bek W8 CArdifr, they are grepared to send stehmers
for it, «Dp to, the present they have carrisd sll the Shrgd for the
Protectorate Governments from the mést oony -Mdﬂ. plr‘l without %
unduc delay, ) Our present arrengemest vwith them is that ' regseive
‘.MFL of 5% from the tariff rates of m

B. - Thej} md for topnage da very larg¥ ix -~ anhcn :
add with the con o ke lfrxau-p,qr m“fhme-
are mot able 1o deversps thol; -nio““u RBay = lghd wish. 4199 ‘v

the coat of running steamers under existing circumstances .e so great

Ir 1ux .ucrﬂnr |£ ftate,
LONI




that it mey be He high rates now charged, whether

.

hey are eArRing Wére than o Peir WeXi
© el a Tlﬂﬁﬁut}mﬁ,w(it’-ﬂ,uiﬁ‘:lﬁilnll.uent_igl, we
comidc{j.t would not be %o the uvginmt:“ the Bast Africa

Protectorates to take any hostile action mgeirst. the Conference,

77 -8 wii1 by ressiieited thas until the Unien=Castle Mail

Steamship Co. Wers induced to make the freight contraet in 1010,

the service wae very bvad and intermittent,

8. We would suggest that the Protectorate Governments should
ve Geked to emtimate the tonnage of all commedities they will

require during next year, including those imported from Amer ica and

the Coal for the Ugands Besilway. At the present time the tonnage
n order i not llr‘o‘.

9. When this irformmtion is received, and {r it is considered

2

dvisable, the Conferenca might he
ith the whole,

l\ -
invited to make an offer to deay
and alse to wtate what racilities they can give far
Gsfengers snd homeward cargo,

%
10.  ¥he freight market ic in & vedy Uncertain state and

piniong differ whether Tates will fnervase or decreasé in the near

HLUTE, B0 that the Questiod of entering inte & mpntréat wii: have

b be oarefully conaldered.

T have the Nesour to Ve,

Bir,
Your obedient Servast, “
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(%) o e
ce m Beg s o AV
- te deal v O

rtnl “iu-ly Y.
‘Agresd t ALY &nd Neutral lines
f¥es 0 carry such oargo te Continental ports.*
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