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S oany 5

The Earl Ourzon of Kedlestdn_?—;’_'l‘:q ask  the Secretary of State
~ for Indig, whether he can, cohaistg&ﬂy with ‘the public interest,

give &ny_ﬂinfloﬁnhti?n'regarding the !in‘litapy operations that are™'
proceeding in British East Africa'and naighlxmr@ng parts.
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a1, CURZON of KEDLESTON | iy

the publit inferess,
‘tion regarding the nilitiry
are procepding in British

East A

be allowed 'to suy s " fest winds 15 to
reason ; for. putting’ this - Question,.
of the featupes of the war in which we

Allies have been engaged in endonvdpring.
to pull it down. That is a necessary nud‘[
a proper feature of the campaign, and the |
9peration has been condugted with success;
wo. dre glad to say, in many parts of the
“world: “The German flag ‘has’been ‘hauled
down, as we know, in ‘Samon, in Kiaochau,
in German New Guinea, in‘some of the
Islands of the Pacific, and we lave every
Teason to believe and hope that it will
not be flying very much longer in Uum\u}:

SouthsWest Africa.

“But Juy regards British Kast Africa,
whete there are very extensive Getimh -}
(f Pomsassions, exténding for wany hustpeds |
| of miiles and; covering mdny millions of |
#6188 coberminons with gur own, althoughi |
militaty operations hava been proceeding;’ |
sbaroely & word—T, think. I may say 1ot

Aone ‘word—of information  has  been |
| vouchenfed to the British publio. It was |
‘only by accident that-1 myself was aware

that & considerable number ' of luilmn_“
rqops were operating, in ‘thaf part of the |
waorld ; -and- the nature” “of the fighting,
which- must_have boen sovere: was Teally
brought Heme to the  British public for
the fiest time only a few days ago by the
publication in the newspapis  of an
extensive list of casualtivs, “I am aware of
8 case wheré a parent heard or the first
time of the part of the world in which his
son was Being engaged by reading the news
of the death of the officer on this distant §
field of battle. The fall extent of those |
Gasualties-1 do not for the moment bear |
in.mind, but 1 think I'am not wrong in |
saying that the ntmber. of kifled  gnd |
led has been iderablé.

In this position of affaits I:was some-
startlpd to read o
The: Tirves, nowiplipes. thé letser "of an
officer sezving at’ the' front in British Bast

BRITISH ESSE AFRICA AND THE | ypde o ;
FIRBAN Gepw o Tl Afriew, which, us it ik

. will perhaps;

Lords, T beg'to wsk the Beeretary” of State. |
f_n.r India wh he’ niin, consistently  ;

i oy ihforma- | exp
operations that |

L owe call

) 3 5 <

attentian’ of some of ¥
PAImit ine to, road. Tbin
letter was writtén_on’ Detober A1=thaf is

m.m’y;f?w W::

D other words, thivat s already in
u’xisténcavlix weeks before thab date—

“I'voluntedred in the East+Afvica: Rifles as a
Eraoper. Thiy then said that they wanted to form
& Somali troop to- go fa the front at once; 50 ——
iplied forme:  So T went with

V0 28 o eorporal acting o8 pfficer..
attache

We L

one quite-big fight, when we were 10’ orip
'aﬂlnfl{my of hEL R’ Al Pho
ermaus, “whout 158 Gf them, Very. riearly Sur.
rounded usat daipn.* e—, whi'swin comibod

ol thie Kint's African Rifles, got Kilted in- the Tkl
terfainutes b we drage the (iermans back and
made them_ absohttely-rrun
theur ang. wounded eig]
of our soldiers, sevégpt o

four,” We the
until we we,
KATR 5

s is out fievdl

al
b & frout 6,000 10

I

of guna
My

*The: Getugng have,
2,000 troops

Lowdy,  we have ‘had “ngl oppor

| tunity= of~apfising’ Whether it 18 a hig,
thilg et a small“thing over here, because
we¢ know nothing st all about-it - I, of*

couige, have not ‘the slightest ‘desive- to
press the: Secretary ‘of Sfate to give us
any ‘information . which he “considers ‘it
Tiecesiary il The' Intervsts of the @overn-
wment or military operations to withhold;
but ¥ subniit that if large forces ate engaged
infthat part of the world, if the danger
that4s g metis a considerable one, as
appears toshe the case, And if’ the sunibér
o? casualtige: is Jowge,. it willd | reliave &

great deal of ‘legitimane ‘and 5 Tat honue
if “we - could something aboup :the
operations.  The fightinig, s T undeystand;

is not marely in' British Bast Africa or.ofy
the  borders- of British Kgat  Africa. -1
believe it extends to the British térritory
1¥ing to the south of the Pravinics which
British - Bast Africa-that is to
say, the neighhourhood of Laké Tang-
anyike aud on the frofitiers of Nyassaland,
Where ‘exactly fighting s taking place I
do not know, heeansa npthing has appeared
abjut it in_the papers; but there, agnin,
T'am ‘ander the impression that { havg seen
& list ofivastlties recorded in the Press.

Althoughi  the
vo which I am

part  of ' the world
next about to refer is

uot Gontignons to British East Africa, and>

332

8 hdve rsca’pnd the
your Lindships, you,

30 fhe g

ol T gk 4 ot o o eeks,
neighbouinig {;p-m, and {1 niay, h:&.hm; % r
L
L
fro’)
engaged iscghattit is almost waorld-wide |
‘War; - Wherever the German Hiag is planted |
1.in different parts 6f the world we agd our j

hito down’to i

ud logy *
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¥ bwe- tol'the (fovdeumert | reflectéthagthose imitations do ot apply
Alous 4 weck dgo; 1 think | with :ﬁdqm equality in all areas 3+ but,

A
¢y published $he. important and, | on the othér-hand, it is prol@Bly safer and ,Aj
yiul tidings that'they had taken | wiser to lay down the ge

itol me,

16, ral rule and to
! the Ty livdl fort: and port. of Fao-at ‘the | ay thatspealkinz bmﬁkﬂ\'nal il infor ¥
5o mouﬁ;t the ShatzekArab; whickis the | mation whichis given with regard 9 opéras 7
i restuary, 6f/the, Tigrig and e Euphrates, | onsin Europe mystrendain as th Suily kind
\ But yebtérdag I read in the-Pross tliat the | of-informatisn whicl e ) ;ﬁ\'cn about
: Secretary  of State. for India; the. noble | opérations’ in-sothe a i ;
Marquess, -~ had “himself suthorised the | Therefore and ‘his frends’ o
& | 'communication of the following announce- | will, Lan gtire, understand (hznvtlfc‘.!'rjmu|1 A
& | ment:regarding military/operations npw- in ‘ which Jamh about t6 give of Whdb gentrat
| progress at the headf the Persian Gulf.-- Las decaried in Fast Africa is agfar st
4 O the Hih inst, af 5:30 a.mi, the Tk o 1 Governmént- are able’ to " Z0/ at (1
e 8 detérmided sttack on/oie outposts, but were Faldr momertt. "
s in check by the T7th Mahrattas and finally routed y Vg
. - * &) by a connter-attack made by the 20t Thfaitre~ | ¢ R { Y 1
®, &y ¥ | supported by fire from n moyfitain butters. § ¢ As the néble Eagl pointed opt, Germarng, 7
7+l | casialties' were few ; those bf 1 m; t | East-Africa is a laree and important Golon.
¢ 80, - Qi tha. T4th further 1o pu arrived from | 16" savera T think, some 350,000 square
¥ 4 lr::h ""f'riﬁfu'ﬂ" command of ‘Lieutenant-General It has, -of cotise, a larde. pative §
o £ 0 i | population, ‘and it has a white, German, §
The large scale of the opetations is siffi- ~population of betwien 5,000 and 6,000 ;1 -
ciently: indigated by the fact. that you'take | and in that connectfon it is important'to! .4
one of the most capable Indian officers ang | nate,’ Ithough I do ot know? what' the
L place hinyin command of what is obviously*| *proportion of the sexes' may be, that i a
a military expediffon of sonie size, The. | planter’s ‘olintry of that kind the propor-
| official Statement goes on to SRy=5 * | /tion of males, and!probably of nales of
[ “On thef15th the lateer (Sir A Barrett) hearlng | fighting dge; must ha infinitelj larger thin
“‘:‘,‘““ strong force. of the enemy “"h["“""l';‘lix such a ‘population. would indicatd in a R |
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ress the noble’
Mar 0, give-information upon this
which ! should: be withlteld, but jf with ¢

regard/ to' the “operatipns cither in British Y
East Africa or the Petsian (ulf Mecan gi

18 dny information I am sure we shull be
grateful to receive it,

British East Africa is not quite so large.
1t-eovers, T think, about 250,000 square
i milos. The white population is somewhere




I'about the xxu{'\}, rather less I imagine, and

| of conrse, it does not cortain-the military
element which" the, German Colony must
contain. - In- both countries there is.a
pative forge. In German East Africa there
i a force ‘of native infantry and of native
police nunjbering altogether several thou-
sands.  In'British East Africa there is a
considerabletforce_of similar police, and
also a hody, thoughi ‘not. so large, (" the
force which the moble Earl mentioned—-
a quite eflicient force, well officéred,
and by no means badly minned, theKing's
African Riftes 1t was clear, therefore, that

war our position in East Africa could not
‘be an altogéther secure on¢,” The initial
position of ~the Germans, was * Stronger
than ours. We also had to remémber that
German East Africa borders hoth on
Nyassaland, as the noble Earl has pointed
out, and also on Uganda,/in each of which
thereis a force—4in Uganda some King's
African Rifles, and in Xyassaland a small
i force and also a small proportion of white
men who auj as yolunteers, - But those
cojonies also donstituted relafively a source
rather of weakness than of strength agcom-
pared with German Bast Afrifa
therefore necessary 'to reinforce the colony
from India, and at §n early daté a small
force was sent that was afterwards con-
siderablv increased.  Fighting, 1 thinlk,
actually began up on the Western side
before any of the fresh Indian troops had
|aarrived there, and it has been continuing
{ at a great number of different pdints since,
| with various forces engaged and with some-
And as we learned

| what varving results
| more of the (ierman preparations it became
necessary further to reinforce from India.
Of the different actions that have taken
plice small actions of
different kinds- have takon place within
the confines of British East Africa. There
was one, to which I think the noble Earl
alluded, in Nvassaland, and there have
been others on thie borders.

no less than seven

EarL CURZON or KEDLESTON : That
Swag on the, Tsavo in British East Africa.

Tun Marquess or CREWE : Yes i but
1 think the noble Eazl also alluded to some
fightihg linving taken place in Nyassaland
aboit) which hé said [casualty lists had
jappéared, which was, T think, the ease.

Earu CURZON or KEDLESTON : Yes.

as matters stood at the beginning of the™

It was

Tue Marquess oF CREWE:. Those
differeit.operations have not_takén place
4 without considerable-losses to ourselves.

In ‘one partictlar case, I am sorry to say,

an attack wdas madein the Soiith on'‘a’very.

strong position whj{h was powerfully held
by the enemy with'a numbepof guns and
machinesgiins. Vory heavyicasualties were
suffered; by our troops thére without their
“achieviig. the Object -for which they were;
immediately striving. The total casualtiés
in all the operations in East Africa‘during
the two months amount to something over
9900, ot ;

At-an early stage Imoticed:that some of
icists, speaking of the
. fighting that was likely or sure to-take
" place in or in the neighbourhood of ‘their

colonies, pointed out that the result ' of
| those actions, which they seemed to assume
would in all cases be unfavourable to them-
sélves, could not affect the ultimate result
of the war, That, of course, is quite true;
the fate of all the different German posses-
sions/ n_different parts of thework¥ must
depend ‘upon the ultimate settlemenf at
the close of the war. \But it is necessat¥ for
us to preserve the position of Great Britain
as the paramount country in Central’and;
Southern Africa:  Therefore the Union of
South Africa has undertaken a task of its
own ; and in East Africa we aré bound to
maintain our position there and to repel
with all the forces we can muster any attacks
which are made by our German neighbours,
and, where occasions are favourable and
the forces available ke it possible, to
attack in our turn. That is all the informa-
tion whigh I am able to give the noble Earl.
He will tnderstand that 1 do not mention
e names of the particular plces.at which
various actions ‘have occurred or the
particlar troops’ which have been em-
ploved, although there is' no harm in
mentioning some of the particular Indian
regiments aged, and I can do so if it is
ired.
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The noble Earl passed on to 4 different
part of the world and asked me ;some
guestions about the Persian Gulf, as to
whigh wa have been .rather more hand-
somé gas he)wdmitted, in the information
wehave, given. So much so that, owing
to the difficulty of eommunication ‘with
those parts ‘of the world where the tele-

‘1 graph service i not ‘very easily condgeted,
| that which we have put in the nowspapées
X \



and ‘which thg soble Karl read ouY ahont
3 v the operdtions al the kead of The Porsian.
& i 1 Gade—the nobte ‘Eafl ig right i thinking
that the operations that

ate in the’immediate neightipurhood of
J

0 the Shat-cl-Agab—"practicaily . \covers <alf
K . that we know" ourse
z therefore, - that

and 1

fear,

TYBE may 1 say this much, that viien

bk Tarkey went to war with us one o) her
5% first: steps, carrying out, indeed, what
had been her apparent policy some little
Ptime previously, was to as herself ut
the head of the Persian Gulf in a part of
the world where we, as is known, have a
very special interest, and where also our
Ally, the Sheikh of Mohammerah, who is,
a8 we know;-under Persiun suzerainty
but who is on special terms of intima
with the British Government, was sever
threatencd by the Turks. They destroyed
the telegraph station at Fao, and un-
“nounced their intention of stopping the
‘nu\‘igullnu of the Shat-el b, It was
clearly impossible for us, not merely in
| vigw of our positive and actual interests jn
| that region but also in view of the necessity
of keeping up our due name in the minds
| of the Arab world, to tolerate such violent
| proceedings as  those.  Therefore  we
| thought it right to send an expedition of

i considerable strength under a distinguished

‘ | General—oug of our_ best Indian whicers,
as the aoble Earl has: potated out—in
order fo make if eleax to the Turks that

| they cannot venture to assert “theniselves
in that region in the ‘manner in. which
they have been attempting to do. “And [

say with the utmost confidénée that o

-step of that kind receives as much approval,

if not more, ip. sl Mosglers 'world i Tridia

as-it does”in any other pirt of the: British

Empiré. }

g Bart or MAYO : Might I ask-the
| noble Marquess whether there will be
| published a list pf the casualties in the

fnyrvrulmm« in British East Africa.  He
| mentioned 900.
| Tae Makquess oF CREWE : T think

that wost of the British officers’ casualties
have piready appearcd iy the newspapers

Tae Baky or MAYO - I mean not only
officers ‘but- white eettlers who have
enlisted as privates, I have a relation out
there.

have taken place’

Y

I have very Jittle morg  shoukd like to" thanl”
/nformation that I can give the noble Kagl, |

| reply o my Qeiesbion, ‘s to say that we

' Tue. Manquess; or, CREWE : ' I ‘Have
10 doubt{thut their names will appear in
d\le course, Ak a roatter of fact, I think
the nates of some 4f the voluntéers have
appéared already

Bars' CURZOX 0w\ KEDLESTON . 1
noble: Marquess
for: the mforowation fis_ha iiven me in

o this side. Uf the  Howse Ybmeatly  wish, &5
success to HiS"Majesty's arms e iR bp s
theatres of conflict to which refereficy; s 4z
been made k dajcy




