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, March 12th 1915,

Sir, /
B continuatmn @f zqy Wer'teleg-am No.192
~ 9f the 16th of Nqnﬁ; M I have the henour to
mjw . bur information a copy of the

, hrfﬁ "

inveatigate Ll is loa
Ugande Reilwal' Lake |

urt of Enquiry appointed to
of the 8.8, "S8ybil® zf ths
leet.

2. On tip 12t.h"of November I was informed by
the Chief Staff Offﬁ r ( Lieutenant Colonel Ward)
that a Court ’f Enqu t'y was to be 1ormdd with the
object of asc ﬁainiﬁg whether negligence could be
‘,( imputed to ay. ofi’ic,‘ in the matter. I felt there-
‘ fore entltle!’ to a.esum that the necessery formalities
would be arr Fad in accordance with military
< prﬁcedure Ilt.he.t I should be furnished in due
\ } '3 course with u raport from Colonel Ward.

\“!51 3. Acoordingly on receipt of ths snclosed
i

documents I caused & letter to be addressed to him,
|
;‘l[} | stating
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stating that I had perused a copy of the preceedings
“of & Court of Fnquiry on the grounding of the S.8.
"Sybil”, but that this Court appeared to have been
more of the nature of a departmental body than a
properly constituted tribunal such ae I had been
led to expect was being instituted by the military
authorities, and I enquired - if the report which

1 had received was in fact to be considered that

of the proper Court of Enquiry, - who convened the

Court and what orders were given to it.

4. To this enquiry, dated the 30th of November
last, no reply wes vouchsafed until the 23rd of
February. I was then informed that the Court wae
convened by Lieutenant R. M. Reynolds, Marine
Superintendent, who had requested the Ofticer
Commanding Troops, Kisumh, to detail a Military

r

Officer to act as a member. liajor Hickson had

stated verbally that he did not consider it

necessary for a military officer to act as Pr;aid\eﬁt.

No orders eppear to have been given to the Court.

5.  On receipt of this information I considere§
the whole question with my Executive Council who
were of opinion that the Court of Enzuiry took a
very lenient view of the way in which Commander
Bruce handled his ship prior to the stranding, but
that in view of the finding of the Court no more
drastic action should be taken than to caution him
seriously and to impress upon him the necessity of
exercising more seamanlike care in future.

6. I regret that the question of the -
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replacement, of the S.8. “Sybi}* mist be deferred
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The Secretary of the Admiralty presents his
. g .
compliments to the Under Sgeretary of State for the
Tolonies, and, in vompliance with his request of the 20th.

~

ultimo, begs to return herewith the original papers

connected with the loss of the s.s. "Sybil", of the Uga.mﬁ

~

Railway Lake Fleet. \f\

iralty, S.W.
10th.June 1915.
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Sir G. Piddes.
Sir H. Just.

Sir J, Anderson.
Lord Islington.

Mr. Harcourt.
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