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Sir,

I have the honour to tranemit herewith a cépy of
a report by Mr. A, Hodson, Hie Britannic llajesty'a
Consul for Southern A{ay.uinia. of his journgy from

Nairobi to Adis Ababa.

I have the honour to be,

PR

Sir,

Your humble, obedient servant,
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febhrunry  8th,  LILO.
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I have the honour to report thet im
accordnnee with tnetruetions yecctved from uhe
secretary of State [ oleft Lnglsnd on meptember
oth by the Tunvegun castle and procceded via
the Cape and iombasa to Mlrohd reaching
that place on Oetober 17th, *

& Aft‘n‘l'f having teported to [. L. the
Govornor and receiving the necessary Ins-
tructions I left xairobi on November 4th and
procovded to Moyale via tae uaro \yero River,
the lorlan swamp, Wajelr amd Mt Kopond11
reaching my degtination on Lecember Z8th.

At Moyale T reecived your fetter under cover
ot which wag forwoided my commies ton ae

4.B.M Consul for vouthern i thiopia with the
exequatur of the Abhyeginian Covernment attach-
ed, and two passport# apge room the ddnieter
of War nnd the othey from the inteter of ther
Ingertor. it
@%z gimmvn faldl the Abyseinlan

U 1eeY_1in cifge of Souihern Abys-inla was

P not at A\T)T;'altf; and the petty official left

at the frontierd” = w=iZsi cbhjections & wy

passing throu{! but thepe Mr. Glenday, tie

ofticer stytdned st Joyale, Jverrried,polnt-
o “_"ing out u/u hatn, < pasgrorte 1 weld 1 epuld
nut ‘.n- aﬁgym&, so T\eoemuar ‘Jleg, I mﬁ.ﬁ.
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Mogmle with two muler and elght cemels, foup
pulice,\ two eyces, an Abyeﬂnmﬂ%ﬁ‘vn('h inter-
m-utex?md my pereronal servants.

3. We did not procecd by the maln route
to Ad1e Ababa but ingtead went via Arero, the

headquarters of the Dalamerag Viakdl Gahr?el.

ae not having socn Pitauears Waldl T wag anxisus

to meet Cerezmateh Gaghe whe. was gnld« wt" be
there 1n order that T might present my ere-
dentiale, thye preventing any chance oft 1t&
being thought that T wae trying to pags through
gecrotly. I R

4. The first welle we reached after
leaving Moyale weve :}uet, the other ajde-of the

Cot [i1118 and eonmmud an unlimited supply - "

of watery mul B ].argc quantity ot uomm rtock
arv wamre(l here. * I‘hew were 10ng narx ow
entrances th Lhese welle with perpendicular
wallsg, in =ome caseg quite u hundred yards
long, worked through the growa, to cnable the
stock to get nearer the n’ﬂf:fﬁ’,’-h{_\’vbi.

5. From the Cof L1lle we procceded
to Xajibo 111 about °f mites, s ining
water for ourselves from the Doy \;/villngee
1n that nelghboun hood. The ‘te & plentiful
supply, I \)o}‘&wdf, { the Bo;hor wells & fow
miles from ﬁi]./ 7 \

8. From mﬁn wﬁ-em;ed dP o
Wujjille, 25 miles, \mere nhcre glp\a large

supply of water 1R wcl\e M g qu#nlt 1ty of stock
- 1s_watered bere.” All ﬁioﬁg mli ‘rgute T wae

mostr—gnul‘y,eouﬂy- receved. \ﬁy 9lﬂgerent :
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W\:! ) with rhe result that some
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Borun chiefs whos\i\ﬂ‘l]aiﬁﬁ\I pareod through.
"1 was mogt careful in srxeaklug fo them to
say nothing of & polltleal nﬂ,cm or anything
which could be conet.rucd ae a\ieh.

7. [From Mu,mi’ne we wmt to Ar aro.
I might mention- the road prior/m ‘thie wag
over un latlng country oomﬂﬁt\mg of large

npvn p],a, ne.aad eountry 1ightly covered witht

xahom uml otl‘k"r push. The undulations are

covered with 1golated hille and ;groups of

Thills, congpicuouf amongst them beling Gof

sajibo, ete.,’ It 18 admirably suited for
gtock 1o every respect. After leaving Wuj-
j1lle we pas-ed througls some thick bush t11l

we ariivod at the foot of & he Arero highlands.
1 prococded on ahead of my camelg Dy @ path
which would up @ precipitoue nill to Arero
where there 1€ &8 emall outpogt of Abyesinlans.
It was indescribably beautiful arriving at
thHe—top with flowerse, erecpers and cedar

forests to groct the eye. The altttude being

over 5000 feet the climate 18 excellent.

Through a migtake the camele came by the same

Q&th ae myself instead of going hy an easeler

o route- Lq t,pv fest,

or ther dl(‘ n(ﬂ)anl\c tiln thx‘“ ay
“The aswnﬁ(mgb\ﬁo prec})p.,tfmrﬁ that 1t ) 8
_marvel m me “how they" msuagert‘\:.ﬁ/rlimh up. .

P
at pll. A 7 005 e

e

8. “On arrival at Arero ¥ was most.- <
ceived by the Balambaras walda o ;

//‘ courteouslv re ;
p t hie soldiers ae a /o -

“\/ K\,
and_after he nad enwrtame(
and put it w.y

dmpoaal- ; _

Mrd } henout',

m,nk, W A tent
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dlspusal my caravan nov: hav xng il nnd.
The mxt day I showed my pResporta t,o the
Latambarag to whom they werc reed by T‘\?tl‘tu-
rar‘x,l\p.ldl’ﬁ seeretary.  On gecing the repls o
of the Mintster of War and the Intertor the ~
whole aesembly rofe and, after having bowed,_ %
remained standing while the contente of the s
pessporte were read. The same day Vialda
Cunriel and hig party pald me a visit when
1 entertafned them o the begt of my ablllty.
Thelr remarks MC‘,-W moet cordial hoping that
we should alwaye® h; 't’l'lun(lu whilet I wae™1n
thelr country, and t.'l"l;tl I would pay them
anather vieit on my return Aﬂo Jega., V\het,‘ner
theee mgg;, (s were wnn,lno or not 1t 18,
of course, Tmpogglhle for-me to eay, but the
lialamhgras cm-tauﬂy gave me the impreesion
of l)l ing irlendly dieposed.

" 9.. laving expressed a wish to vieit

Taga Roba om-gm _the highest points of the
Arero highlande, eltuated about ten miles
to the south Weet of this place, where by
the sway Fltaurarl fialdl has juet built &
new house for hlmea}]i', T left the mext morning
with an Abyssinian eseort. %ic passed through
fine forests and sceavry t111 we rqach-ed
t“b etigy of Tage Rob&, height u741) feict, and
fpom here the view waeg meoemg, Mega and
\$ ‘ether l)élt&lnﬂ Uemg/plainly vistble andp
ldmg'-#»tself bofore one s\‘ rae

S e, 1 @é npAcho ua}#e the !‘;j
RS,

my prmtiteéﬁpﬁs For 1%4‘%
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Bel'qrug_‘];ru_;u}:_n‘lhg_"w ware eatertatved in
Fitaurari Waldy's house. -
10. \\\ At Arero I met two Groeks dessfs.
~. be;;;/dk 11 ampd M:F.balvracae with whom I
had ﬂ}pﬂk d1scussson e the supply of food
for Moyale, They told me that Fitawrarl WHaldl

wag present the obetructioniet in preventing

trade and wer decidely unfavourablo sownrde
the Lritish. Thie only bore out what I was
told by Mr.Glenday I,!.. that 1t wae extemely
difficult at the present moment to get food 3
supplice through trom Abyssinla hecauee of
the difficultics put in the way of those wish-
ing to trade and that a prohibitive priee
war aelied Yor the meal that was actually
brought down. They aleo told me that they
S had at Arcro 2000 head of cattle for whieh,

#

aftor beavy bribes, they had obtained per-
ml!ylun.bo eaport ve Mairobl. A1l the stoek
T saw I6oked remarkably well and could be hand-
led without showing the slightest =1gn of
fear. In fact I Tiive never secn animale so
tame .

11. Oon January 8th I left Arero.
kalambaras Walde Cabriel to addl v0 hig kindners
having heard that my camel® had been excess-

fvely tired hy the preelpltous ascent to
Arero, supplied me with eight freshr(mus on ‘
hie own initiative. I wag mueh struck by &hie
further mark of hig courtesy. After travel-

' C. ,}_3‘ ling for 18 milies mrw@- 518 ggerﬂ‘ vglley with

a3
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Dawa river till we reached Tuldweyo,- 20 erc‘S"
distant, whore there 18 g pluntll\ul supply 04

water 1in wells, and fmm Tulm\aym we tl'a.vulr!ud Oh B
Qa

for ten miles t1ll we struok the main muuf Adls
Almbp at mmyo; Fitaurari godu's village, the
Chluf of the Sabu section of the Boran. I
noticed between Yamadu and Tulawayo scveral

Kuso trees with their peculinrly noticeable red
flower utilised, T believe, for medicinal pur-
poees. There were many Boran villages along
thie route rich an cattle and shecp. ' \

12, Zv'irolrx[/!{ﬁrayo‘\w procecded to Kuku
where 1 hired baggage mulee, leaving my camels
to rest at Kuku, and from this place passing
through eupctt; scenery we travelled on to Gatelo.
leve with the exception of my orvderly 1 returned
the police and syceg I had brought with me ,
glving them Lnstruetions to return to iloyale
picking up the camele at Kuku en route. T had
intended having a journey of etill 275 miles
abead Of me to engage fome local men to take

thetr place and act ag an egcort but ar these

people domﬁi‘ided thelr full wagee in aedvance, -

whieh “(Jllld have meant that T nnould have had no
q@ntrol over them, I decided to Mspcnefe with
thelr services and t,o 1ouva-w1th0m'1, 80 having
engaged a nagmm» wnn eight tresh n munfa' left
Gateio ony Jkimm; 18th ary 1\ ing &t Alatta on the
218t. lere T wag most hospit,abu reec;yivea by
F1taurari Qa.b;a sied1n whodtd /ev/eﬁ'/tfhmg he

/ epuld fo ‘ﬁ me Wle. he ‘zmg Alatta on
the 29rd with et gﬁe‘i’rpﬁﬂ

e Wﬂawsﬂl Tt woule ‘ _'t,‘oo long

- S to-

ived at Ad1s




to deseribe the bag&m of mddﬁo m tme

report with 1w wﬁndurfm mountaing, tqreant L
and valleye go rich in prodguee of every des=
erdption, and the vliews whieh are practically
impoe=jble 0 adequately expresg on paper, and
{ venture to say that 1t would be difficult Lo
find a finer or rieler country or one with i
greater poe=1biltt tes 1n front of it. _
= 13.  Before wm!}udng 1 shoum llku \to
b “atnte that as tEr as T wag aAbLugL0 & u ‘there
1= uo ecause for-amxiety in southern \bys ‘inla 1in
@0 Tur as Lritish Cast Africa 1 concerned.
Thee does not, of course, include robber l)ands
_and poachers which I expect will be a mepace 1n
the neighbourhood of our border for some years
10 eome. .
I think my appointment hag caused a certaln
. gmount of suspicion in the minds of some of
the offledsle in the south. They eay why do the
Britieh want congule at iarrar, cambela, Gon=
dar and Mega. T hope that T shall he able to
dmpo\l theses suspicions 1p due course.
There was a rumour that the Cermane had taken
vairobi, and lLugh 1n Ttaljan Somaliland.
In Sidamo L1j Yasu & not popular. iie has
: = ”('aueed a good deal 0%’ feellng by rocall Ing
LA ) ,Du.]umat,ch Balzd and taklng e co untl {
S X wae given to him by Munclm. ﬂW?‘Dm“hiw
Balza has beem 2 f}n@ so'ldlur,apq%'o;. %'
other reasons was pﬁ[ﬂﬂél wi t%ﬂ.ﬁ
Lij Yasu hae glven thls country Q' Bé‘bweﬁ"ét
-1la111 Giorgif who mrrled “orzqro Se‘hmg his
half sister. Jatll o1rgds hes &Dpolmred Atto o
Aemfu o 15?3 Govv;,not' ot/bid.ﬂm? andy yﬁ ree- X
tporn cloee to Alatta. - vx‘ met two o

~—Jdes 4t




pamed Ibﬁ:mtcn Bﬁl}s\ Lmkjis Aﬁ"’ba en his
recall, ﬁ@d‘hadA’een gentback by Lij Yasu.
Another/’ppmt that makes him unpopular 18

- —that m~ father was a Mohammedan and they
say 1n consequence that he has leanlngse
towardsthat faith.

.- 13. I drew 500 dollars from Moyale
for my journpey and out of this expended 215

doilars, approximately £21, mde up ar follaws.

‘lee of baggage mules 136 dollars
Mlscelianeouﬂ ’ i I
In conclusion I attach a rough sketch of the
road followed and a detailed route report
showing the elevatlon, distances etc., The
" photographe I have taken T will submit with
my annual report.

1 have the honour to be,

sir,
S Your humbY¢ obediént—servant,
s ~ARNO] [ODSON«

; : . H. B. M. CONSUL.

C. [. Walker sq.,
H.B.M. Charge d'Affaires,




C. H. Walker Esq.,
HB.M. Charge d'Af
Adis Ababa. .

tion returning to Sidemo. These tad
panied Dejumatch Balze to Adie Ababa
-Jrecall, gnd-had been sentback by Lij

‘imaxime and several muleg 1§dtvn'w1§h ammmni- -

8000~
on hisg

Yasti,

Another point that makes him unpopular 18

that hig tather wae a Mohammedan and

they

say 1n consequence that be pes leaninge
towardsthat fath, 5

18. . T drew 500 dollare from Mogale

“for my journey and out of thie expended 218

7d91~1ars, approximately £21, made up as follews.
-~ - 7

¢

Hire of haggage mulee 155 dollers

== Miscellaneour 9 M

'In' ponetusion I attach a rough sketch of the

raad followed #nd & detalled route report

showing the elevation, distances ete., The

. photographe I have taken I will submlit with

my annual report.

1 have the honour to
sSir,

Your humble obedient

ARNOLD HODSON.

H. B. M. CONSUL.

taires,

be,

servant, ‘/‘

CaA
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