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By Air Mail.
‘ _ COVERNMENT HOUSE,

KENYA,

,
' fio
EAST AFRI

11th November, 851,
® My dear Bottomley,

Mr. Mayer (East Af;ic&njviand;rd and late
Mayor of Nairobi) is going home by next Air Mail for the purpose
of floating a Company (with a capital of over £200,000) to
produce Portland Cement, the necessary ingredients having béen_
found on certain lands in the vicinity of Mombasa. I have jﬁéf
very good opinion of Mayer: he is public spirited and he haégﬁée
most -generous over subscribing to charitable and other similar
undertakings. He is capable and, [ believe, honest and
reliable.

The scheme he now envisages requires no help
from Public Funds and you will agree that if it proved a success
it would be very advantageous to the Qolony.

All 1 ask you to do is to see Mr. Mayer when he
calls at the Colonial Uffice and to be sympathetic. I can give
No guarantee as to the value of the deposits: no doubt before a
Company is floated experts would be sent out to examine and
report. The Attorney General is dealing with the question of
the lease and the terms under which it sﬁould be granted. I do

not, however, anticipate any difficulty oJemjthis.

) _ Yours sinceré

Sir #.c. Bottomley. K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E.
The Colonial Office.
LONDON. s.W1. -
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By Air Mail.
‘ COVERNMENT HOUSE .
) KENYA,

11th November, T81.

17
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" My dear Bottomley,
Mr. Mayer (East Af}icanjutandérd and late
Mayor of Nairobi) is going home by next Air Mail for the purpose
of floating a Company (w1th a capital of over £200,000) to
produce Portland uenext ‘the necessary ingredients having been
found on certain lands in the vicinity of Mombasa. I have a

very good opinion of Mayer: he is public spirited and he has been|

most -generous over subscribing to charitable and other similar
undertakings. He is capable and, [ believe, honest and
reliable.

The scheme he now envisages requires no help

from Public Funds and you will agree that if it proved a success

it would be very advantageous to the Colony.

All 1 ask you to do is to see Mr. Mayer when he
calls at the Colonial Uffice and to be sympathetic. I can give
No guarantee as to the value of the deposits: no doubt before a
Company is floated experts would be sent out to examine and
report. The Attorney General is dealing with the question of
the lease and the terms under which it should be granted. I do

not however, anthlpate any difficulty over this.

Yours sinceré

Sir #.cC. Bottomley, K.C.M.G., C.B., 0.B.E.
The uolonlal Office. v
LONDON. S.Wi.



Jowning Street,

/" Jecember, 193].

% _A:nr Mr. uMayer,

1 bave your letter of the 1l4th., and

1 shall be glad to see You some time in order

| to dimouss your cement 8cheme.

! So far as I can find we bave not heard
‘ yet from 5ir Joseph Byrne about the scheme, but
Something is no doubt on its way. If you think

i" that we can usefully discuss the matter before

we hear from the Governor, 1 suggest Thursday

morning at 11 o'clock as a time whian is conveniant

to me at all events. If it suits you perhape you

vili come without troubling to write further. 1If

however you would rather wait, perhaps you will
ring me up after the 28tp.

Yours truly,

R.F. MAYER, ESQ.




. -
.C’i“gys‘ c'ﬁ* .

N(;};)o Following from
Bottomley begins.
Your letter of 11th

November Nayer represents that

finance depends on terms of arrange-

ment as, to royalty etc., which he

-

puts as followsy Five years without
2 ' sy :
any charge after that reasonable

i Fapd T Aeretee duty s ekt & ne
Vi . @overmment, loses conn;idexjfvﬁﬁlyugp"

.. impartfduty on private importav.t‘.xv ns,




ﬂlé@am from the: liovomor of
for the Colon:.as

" Dated 30 Jamuary 1932, Baceived 2,

e e 2T ,\',‘g s

.3‘70 Gonmnnt nrooosos to” mpos@ a’
tax on oubpul: lacal manhfaotuted comant. oommmg from: Janu-q
&6 asg fram - shélhne L per ‘ton on First 30, OOﬁ tons or part-
.thqroof Shilling 1 emts 25-rer ton, on -3econd 30 OOG tong.,
‘Slullmg 1 cents 50 per. ton on pmdmei

oB-in-ex0888 of 60, 000
np to 100,000 tons Govarnment retam;ng Ti’ht to xmpose ﬁlrtbor

.M Your tolopram Ko

i t'ax »P to a’ ma.nmzm shﬂlmgs 5 per tou en prodnonon in omeus

""" (gmous, omit teq) - 1

of | (00, 3ot (3 teas por srmun P :
/ Suggust tlus daa;swn be camum«,atm‘to hyor .
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Talopram from the Govarnor ol Konya to ha Jacretary of Stote
ir the Colomics ]
Dated 30 January 1932. Keceived .49 p.n. 30 January 1932,

<= i T T

- £

= A5 s >
No.24. Your tole;ram No.3%0 Govermment iro 0525 to impuse a
tax on output lecal manufactured cement Comencing from January
1935 as from :- shalling 1 per ton on irst 30,000 tons or nart
therecf.  Shilling 1 cents 25 wor ton on second 30,000 tong.
Shilling 1 cents 50 per ton op production in excess of 60, 000
up to 100,000 tons Coverumemt re taining ri ht to impose further
tax pp to & maximum  shillings 5 per ten oy preduction in excess

" (groun (mitted)
v /7 o33 per arnun

Safrest thas decisicn be compuni :at ;i to Mayer,

" oo

J‘jq)




OriGINAL  Decode

Colonial

Dated 2nd Fob:

192324 Received in the

Decoded
—— by

Decyphered

:

of a telegram from the Gov:

Office at Gw]2gm 28d February 1932,

e

Kenya

Unnumbered,
Your telegram 1st February

Missing figure 100, 000.

-Governor.,

Y
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B Idel.wnm-u
ia -mumuor - seessutul outavme of ‘e
Sireip progresse aud of mmnm#\n ur
mumm»um ifrieac 1t pagas
that for sees soasiderable tise this projest Wiy st be
renewed baving regard not oni; to the general question
of Atrship trensport but aleo on the grounds of u;qm
This Company aowever desires o vayleave far 99 years,
- end 1t ssensd 1o se mdesirable in the necesserily wp-’
certain ofrvesstances wiieh attash to airship develop
to cunesde tais right, sand I tuerefore saused the
to be imnformed thet soulg

not agree to a railway oy
Topewa; along eitier of the lines waieh affected the

‘rodroge of the ‘irshio base; 1n tals event the railegg

wuld hive o be laid in a eireultous course skirting
tiese lands., The \ow_maa 70w represented that t
rnmpﬂ. 1s & serious metter and nas urged me tamn—
sider it, ‘he matte: rests solely on the posaibilit
of airenip dovelopment, end in the circusstances I
sider tast tie Ar “indatey shoald Ye iavited o
its views teking intc adecount tuat (%1 propused G f
Faetor; will' uutltnio an lmt im i
ii 1s ouooocmzL Ausecuted. "lm Company has been
formed tuat tue gbjestions teken wil: be glm 1
Ar Kindstry concurs, and T mowld thagntu-o be giei
il the views of that “imtstry conu\u Mhd
as o0n as yu&hh. -, ks

Ihhﬁ;‘lﬁurtbbq,

f' -

!ur ﬁut ebedient, humble .runt



'~ June, 1932.
uir,
ith reference tu ir, uery':c lespateh

isoellaneous () of the .7ta wres, 1:2o, celsiive to |

the nussloilities ¢: ombess unc tne vieinit 55 A

h -

suitable loeality for the site of an ‘Arsaip ‘ower Base,
¢ neve tie honour te state tuast represgntativns Lave
becn made by the .ikoni Cement Oapany (I rmed by
Te boiviayer for ¢ purvose ' esh blishing a cement _kg;'
nanufactory al Lie “vast, vide & lelegram Yo.2 of
Joth January, 1,32, tamt it will be ncoessary ior thQ
enterprisec to teke an meriel rupewsy or a trolley liu .
iroa the shale bed tu tue cewment factory and s similer
ropeway or trolley line iToa tic {actory to “baraki.
A plan showing these prosusals is enclosed. The pre-
posed factor; site l. marked C.1. o the line from 0.)’
to . there is nc objection, snd ' have given ay conseat '
for its construstion. «© line scross the harbour fros
Xel to ¥ is receiving tuc consideration of the Pert
‘uthority and 1s being referred bty the Transport hﬂl-
istration to the .dairalty for its views. “he lines
Ce2, Co3 and Cok to Cul are alternative pmuh,
of which the On-.y desires to adopt. ¢ lines frop
Ce2 and o) will out tue outer cirelss of the ‘irship
‘Towsrs reservations snd the lise froa C.3 will run ne
the boundm of nmn Noels he asrial u
" oonstrueted will be et & height of 40 feet. .
THE RIGHD WU%P e Tooes

¥AJO) SIR ORI LUty PaSey Db, s, it
.  SORITARY OF SEAT Rt the oibnri :
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Cement in preferci.ce to

imporseyg Ltrovided t-e walizy i oy ¢ '“e required standard

‘?d*

prize, ete, Teéasoinurle,

)
%3

I woulid confirn U statement +ig+ the progosition has

vy 74 [r

.9TY of gevers, Very infliuential

-tlemen on tais side,

2

Cor

fo¢ prelimingr, arrangements are well advanced, ar Zxpert
14Vide already visiteqd tue Colony angd submitted .is report,

Tne analyses of the raw material prove that tle lscal
material is eminently suitable for the manufacture of cement,
nd the result of the burning of he actual ccment has snown

it to be of the best quality and Possdscing rapid nardening pro=

perties, %
T I have the honour to remain,
o . Sir, =
- 17 Your obedient Servant,

i N R o




Copy.

e
90753/16/32. Downing Street,
' g 4 28th July, 19.2.
Sir,

With reference to Colonial (Peice letter
No. 50064/28 of the énd of April, 1928, in regard

to the Possibilities (¢ Mombeasa und itgs vicinity as

«. 8 suitable locelity for the site of an Alrship Tower
ﬁigégfﬁase, I am directeu to transmit to you, to be laiq

No.299 18 June
S

sy Teturn). before the air Council, a ¢opy of a despatch from
Q. oFeige the Governor of Kenya (with the original enclosure
thereto) in which 3ir J. Byrne requests advice ns to
the views of the Air Council on a suggestion that
the Likoni Cement Compeny should be granted permission
to construct an aerial Tropeway or trolley line in that
locality.

2. I am £o enquire what reply the alr Gouncil
wWould wish returned to sir J. Byrne's despatch.

3. I am elsu to Treguest the favour of an early
reply to this letter and to ask that the plan
enclosed in sSir J. Byrne's despetch muy in due
course be returned to this uvepartment. A

I am, etc.,

(Signed) R.V. VERNON.

THE SECRETARY,

AIR MINISTRY.
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HID MAJESTY'S CUSTGS
CUBTO HOUsH,

{BeCe B0 HOW-@1) -
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Ref. yOur U TRD. &'S/3/35 of 5.8,58

The tohl. imports of cement Anto Kenya and
U d 1 agounted to 81 m qv'ud at
& 01 -uau, Japan provid

1 - per tom) or 15-‘& of the iohl

2, ‘The total imports for m first nn months of
1952 were 7,764 tans, value L,Zﬂ,
fron Ja, anoun ted io qﬁd -t z& 1

(3hs, 42/- per tonm)or M.T o the tity iaported.

S From these figures it will be seen:

(a) that a oons iderable increase 1n the
share of trade is beiny takem by Japan

at the incipally of Sritis
\amfnot?t:. B

(v) thn if the es glven by iir. Kettles=i
are ocorreot, 6% 00 a Oeief, Dasis ape bo
offocted at's loss of uhs. 1%/~ per tom;

) that the equiwalent ad wal Cus
ey (2




‘he on:lc.
‘he voloii 1
I
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. L A

i 4 B e LN oan e ol Lot

taie

Civ I8 teu L oat ¥l e o ittty 50
(X6 , 11ttie, o LA, ol e w0
Wwreototo ol e Lav.olone

T b, o0 Lo oent were 1o, cad

vl o0 1ste. s owpeel Lo 4S8, no Gubt tle o lsse
ir ey .l sto cod e Lovely exm ine slale ents in
tw llers' 1w lee. = L.t caiTent wo estic valie of

o oent in uap. . e t -otect tls revenue, an. the
oregnion evidonce sipla, coul ¢ clearly estuslisied,
vit, even 80, _., . li addliion.l callection of revenue
‘L hardly . AR to a., weful cuore. - far
ritish ., 16ers e ¢ oweermeods

P CLouvsy, . ueonoudce clauser o Lo
win .reatles .c.. auru ste. i tue neur fubure wnc
wues of | Loilal oL lOrence were instituted, it would
Osoible 1o lsciiliiaie . al ol vapanese co.eut i the
Wious Jurllf, Jat oo rur oo -wl s€L L.6ru s no Uhadow
',ossiuil;t\( Lt s.fflelent  reverence could Lt iven to
help the 2itlol cnufucturer w'thout haradn, loe:l

coi L dig Interunis,  Che Jagoosc ocoent inds o uorindte

mlret 2Ol g o matdve ool L ve,uil works wilch
woilooooviousl, Co L Vel bowre costl, L0 ritish
ceaent aere 1wed.

OVesibo bl wwdd wodoldus. vuwa in dou tuat, o

cxeae ot resent selng coiuldeseu Lor tlie osta.lioliiant
bic loenl e uf.cture ot ce.ent como to frrdtion, a
-0 a0l will prowebl, arise .ron t.e interests . aceined for
sGtectlon u ainst thls iuported Japanese we.ent Li tie
Cataze >U bat .:otectian would, as shown in .essrs.

citles=-o/'s 1 lter, nocessaril, heve Lo ue wubstantiale

~t 1. clour to i that o auupin, olicy, bo
re ards cout o, tue article . the cost of ser. trans;
o wuosiualsed shi_, ing lines, ic tel. eratel = veiny
pructised, but inder cxistin,, circumstances = cunnos see
thet ansthliy e e loae to countoruct t. Lt olic,.

E

CVL TG LonoL vnowe,
Ar,
o ovedlent sorvuat,

ecretary, cee 1de wolcdssioner.




An econoide plunt for s ent production t
costs round about 250, . and will tum out 8G,000 tons
or 88y 360,00 casia of 875 lbs net whigh s sold at 178

Per casx would net 28, B0 STO88,. gaprochtim at a
)

I of &% on the plant weans vle, per annum leaving
£18,000 g.a. to pay fpor uaterial, labour, und the total
oncost of running u £250, faoiury {méucmé 86C, il
cusks of cement -~ in other vards souething just over 10a
per cask,

) Japanese laports of ceuent into Kenyu ana ‘anda,
“for the first three ranths of ihis yeur have taken 2. Sone
S0 of the totul comsereial inports and there is every
mdi.a:;m that the jercenta,e i: steadily incressing with
Iup .

ven locally nanufactured cemant _ould usder no
oircu s tances, except  rotection, compete.

‘his information By be ol use to woverniaent
should there ve any revision or the present pouqx orp
any attention yiven to whut ic obviously "dwy A

“ritish ship.d.; lateresis e cbvlousl, coiverned

LOW's .‘.;lth.full_,',
- T citles-loy Ltd,,

O N
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REF: HiA/U.
Ty 14th, 1982,

The Colomizl . ecretury,
tecretariat,
RES Gloith o8

Jear uir,

~£ tue Jlepresentativesof (he .ement Larketing _o.,
Ltd., the ritish cement coabine, wo would like to draw the
ittention o1 .overmuent to what {n our opinion 15 t.e
"dhmapin,," of Jupanese ce ent lnto tnese territorics.

<

S

oritiea ceuent, wilich we are assured by our
«rincipals, 1s cearing thes practically no profit, is
50ld to-day at o ainimum price of §/68d free on board lLondon
‘or 4 ovarrel containing 570 1bs nete

tae treight on thic 1s Shse & G5 allar tie Lrimage
ceate is deducted, wodan. e cost coi.f. oubasa harbour
. hs, 1;«15-

Jupunest oe .ent ls belny wought to=du,; at 4 - Ler
cagk of egual welght, c.i.f. .iombasa harbour, o roushly
.oeaking at halfl fhe cost of ritish material. it Is T
addtted thut the Japanesc cenent ut least serves it , irposed

¢ kaow teat tne ste ar freight on cement {ram

Jupan is at the rate of 1, fen (ut LG4 per .en) per cask
.nit 80 our culculation i, as ‘ollows, {roc our knosledge of
«hat costs are attached to labowr and casks:

reight 1, Yen or . 3d.

5ArTClecsescccrce 1 -
nipplay und handling oncost /3
eent contantBesecesessee 1

Lhip,dng and handling o.cost would cover all the
lerioel work, harvour dies «.a & dozea otner ite.s concerned

w.th any orpanisations R

S &

oy . rincipels with us, (and ,t.he{ have a vexry wide 4

experience ol mamfagturing costs in low luoour cost

countries such a4 indie) bellove thas. it is mite i possible .«

to prod 53} los of any LR $ at anythlng ..
approa g 1/7d even " "2 ¢h .

arel ! ‘cwnenty m\tm"e'%:d g
ovide in certain parﬁﬂ 'r-'thq-,;.swcylﬁ, and thi,;cl‘l is & ely; il

gug frow the ground and s
fhe Japanese cevent beldy:sold here TS Mrfufactured
sl S o, S o weo srooms emony
~kven uontinental "Nal\{;nl' cémt costs to—d@ fbout :-_! ; 1
8/= to 9/~ Gods s Kombesae .7'

Y aen B
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/5 cugast, 1983,

. i buve the henour to trunsmit, or inforuationy
" Lopios 0. letters adaressed to the .olomicl . ecretary by

A‘ His ..ajests's Jrade .omulssioner, .sirobi and the i
—————— “’g ‘s issloner of .istoas, dutt;c; the Suth July a.nd@f.h L
:i nugust respectively, an the suvject of the impartuticn s
O\_ into this .olony of cement wnufsctured in Japun., L
——————— }g copy; ol u letter ivou .r. il. ‘ettles~igy, dated tae 1-:%"_
" \g\/ July, is also enclosed.
N Zo in present cireuistances this luom'menlt 15;
:\Q\ powerless to tae any astion in the natier.
N
! have the-homour to Le,
- our wmoat ouvedient, huiule serwant,
l H M., MOORE. |
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o2 ERRM TR Y,

14.,5 D/Go « Kenya,

b o iieg
3 X i S £ 4
| Trans. copies of lra), from Trade Comnr..,
e --- Commr, . of Customs and ¥r, Kettles-Ray re
. into Kenya of cement manufactured in Japan,
I to take any action in present circs,

Nai

Pawsrle

tg/3

& e 6.5 .82 - Comea

&

Jo T [epe 0. v/4 J‘/”/’Z
(5 Jo BIT fetpecro _/34.-«/113/:2_) .




2
prepared to put up part ol the nadessary
capital. -

No doutt 9hwtce negotiutions are in
5
s.me 4a, connected with the "other group"
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LeDd 76735L-

| Sogaiie, Ry & fortim,
can(EL U STATUTE (g, APt frnant

him’ to go ahead with his achemes

Hr. chapman caltel trig morning. He has
had rurther discussions with Mr. kayer, as'a rc?l}Lt'
. AL

of which he has &

0 the ‘crclusion theih the

“scheme for establisiing o cecers WUrks negr Wembssa
1s riok an eccrenice Propogition in presens eircun-

stances. Owing t¢ tre hi¢h cost of £uel and

imported labour, & lceal Tuctery could -not-gempete

with e.g. cement imported irom Japan. further, the
experience or the Cemcnt Varketing i‘émpaw‘ in other
parts ol the world h

chown that to he a conmercial

success a produeing plun® must be near®its marketing

area; in Kenye this would or course be thel-higlzr -

lands, and the heav, cost of freight from the codst

to Nairobi would bve g creat handicap.

"= went on to say that before ‘hey

proceed [further ~i%). the breposal his Company

peo.

vould wish to be a.sured tra' the “enya Jucvernment®
w01uld be prepared to mumke two corcess|

(&) A 2C per ce.t. revs‘e °n railwe; rreights

from the coust to the i:rterior (i.e. “he locally

manufuctured cement would be carried for 4/5the of

the rate charged for imported cemert).

(v) An "adequate" ;;ruicctu'K duty agminst Lo

I sald thut 12 'e cared to write in; to.$hel

Uffice the S. of 3. would Probably be '.vill‘ir,;;td._

consult the local Goveriment on these ;oints.

Mr. Mayer hus alsoibeen intoueh with

Various manufacturers of cement-matirg machinery -

Messrs. Vickers in Enéland ant otler firms in Rrance

and Garmarw. These concerns are or covu'sm '

in the hope of

a market:fgr their machines, ang I understood from_
that the foreign fimms at any

rate ‘were
4 ;



to discuss dgtaila with the local dearnmcnt. ,
, (a) To Pind out what is the opinien of ' ¢ Mr. chapmsn mentioned in conversation
- the 0010n1;1 Ofriee about Mr. Mayer that the preeent policy of his company i& to erect - :
' e, and the probable attitude of the P ’ their own z’aetorios in various parts of the mpiro, 4
. d A + "
. Kerwa Governmsnt-

| e.g., in Malaya 80.as the more erreothsl,y to meot

. | 3

(b) To enquire whether there is any J . | Japanese cumpetition.
|
!

-prospect of assistance from ?he Until we hear more in reply to No. 2,

Colonial Development Fund. ’]_ put by. o
A8 regards (a) .I said (on the strength ! ‘ Q ““’“( L :
| l
- of No. 1 on this file) that Sir Joseph Byrne had
expressed a favourable view of Mr. Mayer's ‘/‘ Y :i““‘"
integrity and hae asked that he should be given . j iy I‘/’bl
= P2, 5 .32
& sympathetic hearing in the Colonial Ofrice; & G, 3 s
but that neither the Governor nor the Colonial ¢ ecLeced T
2 & A& 0&( / PR s
&'ﬁ'ice could vouch for his financial resources or - s i (At 7 T
Lo P Lot -
for the technical merits of his proposal. I 4'- ;
N (5 oS
. i ~ {/Z»‘( ﬁ-‘/“’(1
N added that we expected to hear morpe from the /é»d’" e £
: g Aot P
uovernor before long, but I made po allusion to L LTy

A cite & - :

i i) A e . 4 = A e

the “ther group hinted at in Ne. 3%. NPT L R B
D i annmadie iy 4

As to (b}, I explained that any
assistance from the Tevelopment Func could be

made only to the Kenya Government , which,

. TL.C!Q‘ el _,\M e QWW
however, would ve able (g0 far as the Colonial .
: O VO W L Y
Level_pment Act 1is concerned) to use such ) RY/N . h‘“‘f“\ A\

u.sistance-in finencing the enterprise. I adced

. ; ‘ (’»\ W mr B Vet ;\(\; Comnk’
thet the remaining resources of the Fund until !

. April 1933 were slender.

Mr. Chapman gave me to understagd

Cais

/} that the site of the works 1s on thé coast a

few miles south of Mombasga, and that the

i 7 et Sl Rallway Administration had u.ndet't‘e.ken to buildﬂ ‘
(TN funboocakin ki a pranc‘m 1ina £rom the works to the Port:. -
_ VG i :
& ) :- If sny@ing ubmes )o .
Mr. Mayer, the next stbp will b‘e For the ceﬁxent S |

h(av nyéotiationﬁ with ) &

Marketing Company to send an expert out to Kenyd

st 20|

to ™




(e M) l{//’
wy ciole o oo Sued h‘f‘é

Chapmen,.
hnaser of. the. cemont ‘Marketing Company
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. ’Tnx_lganyxka., ‘and there might ba an outlet to

Sk

,“lucchuiul would supply “Kenya, Uga.nda and

the ‘Balgian Congo. But Nr. ldayer was confident
that no general export trade could be expected ’
and the extent to which United Kingdom industry
}yould suffer muat be\taken to be represented by
a maximum of (60 00 or 80 a.nnually._ We—thinle
perhaps £200,000 net, - ani frezght by British lmea
In return for this, the United Kingdon
would have the qu?ly of £170,000 worth or more
of machinery, while;éoal, estimated at £50,000
per annum would be required, probably from Durban
As a local industry, the enterprise would be
most valuable, and would mean the circulation of
a vex‘g%dga%&mg%iwy locally.
S-?,, I should like to have general authority
to encourage !Mr. Mayer to go dn with his scheme ,
even though it'may mean a reduction in the export
- of cement from this country. That, apart from
local details, is the only point which seems to
me to require consideration.
As regards Sir J. Byrne's testimony in
fagour of lir. Mayer, he has been rather a t.harn
in tne flesh in his Press work; but I entirely
agree as to his straightness. He is a naturalised
British uﬂbjeot who gave valuable assistance

! during the war, and 1f he had been caught by the !
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" more like 30,000 tons imported on 4¢ accourit

Mr. Mayer calledl this morning as a result of
Sir J. Byrne's letter to me of November 1lth, Ihir.:h
I was unable to find until after Mr. Mayer had left.
He or his friends have found deposite just
south of Mombasa Island which gave t.h‘:ju’?.(f;or

a cement which laboratory tests have shown to be

superior to British standard cement. He is arranging

a capital of £260,000, but it depends on terms agreed

with the Govermment, and you will see from the

attached draft of agtelegram which I have sent to
the Governor, vhaﬁe point is on which he needs
assurance. )

I is all rather vague, and we cannot move
witnout tne Governor's views.

I send on in advance of the Governor's

reply, in order not to lose time, as Mr. Mayer is

anxious to settle his finance at the earliest possible

date. He showed me figures indicating that the

"imports of cement at Mombasa between.Jamary and

September 1931 were:-

Tons. 2 sterling
From Gt. Britain 14,932 53,275
" Japan 3,495 7,224
Total 19,313 62,892

These are smaller than in previous years
and are éhiefly interesting as indicating that Japan

is dumping cement at a- low price. lMoreowes, figures,

A
* according to the statement gew showed me, would be

.




YNol.

e
7/ o

~_ Sir J. Byrne's letter to me of November 1lth, which

Sir_S son,

Mr. Mayer callel this mofning as a result of

I was unable to find until after Mr. Mayer had left.
He or his friends have found deposits just
south of Mombasa Island which gave tlf:’u’?q‘f;or
a cement which laboratory tests have shown to be
superior to British st.a.nda.rd cement . He is arranging
a capital of £260, ooo:wz depends on terér;::ag'eed
with the Goverrment, and you will see from the
attached draft of a telegram which I have sent to

the Governor, what the point is on which he needs
assurance. .

It is .all rather vague, and we cannot move
witnout tne Governor's views.

I send on in advance of the.Governor's
reply, in order not to lose time, as Mr. Mayer is
anxious to settle his finance at the earliest possible
date. He showed me figures indicating that the -t
imports of :k_ement, at liombasa between Jamary and

September 1931 were:-

Tons. 2 sterling
From Gt. Britain 14,932 53,275
" Japan 3,495 7,224
Total 19,313 62,892

“ .
These are smaller t,t;an in previous years
and are éhief}y intsrest.ihg as indicating that Japan o
is dumping cement at a- lo"price llorem:‘figu'ea i
according to the statement ;:u showed me, would be

more like 30,000 ‘tons imported on tocpuri&



