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Mr.-ReeSr does not en^ayjha-letter; wJ}|o^
hejl^ lad .f-rora Mr.lTarria, .but evidently askel 
Him whether in his opinion“slave ' ' • •■ - ■

• ■ on, toe toya.frontierjQg^oe .is 

some years standing who'has hai three

raids ever took plac«..
an- bffioial pf - . \ 
years experi,enoe .

on the frontier;- he is, therefore, quite well 
qualified to speak on the subjbot. On the ether hand
it would clearly be most improper for him to-do so. 
evidently Mr.Harris intepds to pass this information 
on to Lord Noel Buxton and other members of his ■ 1Sooie'^
who are shortly going out on an anti-slavery mission "^■4-7ki

to Abyssinia, and for Mr.Reece to reply fully to
Jtr^ -ir.JJarris would be tantamount to allowing himself to 

be interviewed on a question of public policy, and 
therefore contrary to Colonial Regulation 33.

The latest' published information is that 
contained in Cmd.2317 and there are plenty of previous'*' 
■Vhite iapers regarding slavery in Abyssinia. The 
latest official but not published information is that / 
contained in Nos. 10 and 12 on 80168/31 Oen. The
idea that such .abyssinian raids as occur across tha,^:| 
Kenya frontier (and they have been getting fewer in 
recent years) are for the purpose of'seouring 
slaves, is quite definitely a false

-S

one; but before 
any public denial is laade it teiiT be necessary to
consult the J-’oreign Omoe - if indeed any such denial 
should not oome'-froffl the Foreign Office tLmbelves, ’ - 

1 think that Hr.Reeoe can" only be •’©Id -
that the Secretary or State ponsideritthat it, would ’ba-

undea'ifable":;;
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N.Mr.-Beeoe does not enclose the letter which " 
he has had from Mr.Jlarris. hut evidently

: . -him-whether^ in his opinion slave raids

"r I\ asked '-.-■ • .y-

ever took place 
o»theJenya^J:i3»nti«rjJJ^g^oe..is an, official of ..... 
some years-standing who has had three years experience 
on‘the frontier; he is,.^therefore, quite well 
qualified to speak oji the subject. On the other hand 
it would clearly be most improper for him to do so. 
Evidently Hr.Harris intends to pass this information

on to Lord Noel Buxton and other members of his Booiety 
who are shortly going out an'ant i-slavery mission j 
to Abyssinia, -and for Hr.Ree -e to reply fully to

on

Jtr^. Hr.Jiarris would be tantamount to allowing himself to 
be interviewed on a question of public policy, and 
therefore contrary to Colonial Regulation 33.

The latest published information is that 
contained in Cmd.2317 and there are plenty of previous 

’/hite Papers regarding slavery in Abyssinia, 
latest official but not published information is that 
contained in Nos. 10 and 12 on 80168/31 Oen. 
idea that such abyssinian-raids as occur across the' 
Kenya frontier (and they have.been getting fewer in 
recent years) are for the purpose o)rsecuring 
slaves, is qiiite definitely a false one; 
any public denial is made it be necessary to

consult the Foreign Office - if indeed any such denial 
should'not come'-from the Foreign Office themselves.'

. 1 think that ilr.Reece can only be told 
that the Secretary o^f State considers that it,'would'hau
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V-.to thatuBdasirable that he shSiJld li^fV to lli-^Harris at fitly 

length, but that he should confine himself to 
Saying that he does not conside*^that he could

•' '■*■■. m■|^r^^eotK^'4s''eL&^

t^iat he feelS:^'|^^¥;%ll5a^ Barrie.will' 

ap^l^^^ffiojrfll/u the Colonxal Office he will be'

'^',L * It tfi^ i;r.-.l&rris shotjii^itB to the > -.j

0-Ui:

properly, give Mr.Harris information on a.'8ubj_eoti 
which affects questions oT*poli,cy, , .(I'ksow-Mr.H^ce 
and could write to him 8emi*offidiully~to..thi8 effect ' A 
if this is-thpughthtiertter thaili an officiul-lef'ter).

Such a reply would however give'the -i..- 
impression that we had soraeihing to conceal, vihiph, 
of course, is not the case. Should someone^ive.

Ur.Harris a ring and explain tliat Mr.Heece has

-m•1#■ tr

■^i A"
fp ,for rinformattoti, he- ^ould -be'J^h 

-.»f'i0r;»ruohl's allegations publishedpin pidfein

o<-.S«»gk
" .'.a'OSS 

^ |€

•V

4e:xm''0 mm
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Before answering his letter, that
'X :t.vava «.>/. '-tjf nothihg to conceal, '.ir.Beece cannot

^ projierly be allowed to write to him on a

V

,r'
matter oif g-^ 

policy and that if he wants infonuation or. the « 
suo out tell him to write offiorfrlly to us, whei^* il*,’*)' 
we shall be very f'iad to give
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Oonorrespondenoe rcspMtlng Slnery in Ab,B»ini».

»■.

No. 1.

ChuTchOl to Sir B. Northoy (NairoU).Ur.

Rir,

2 I have to reqneat that you will oauae enquiry to le made 
foundation for thia atatoment, Md will fu^

1 have, Ac.
WINSTON B. CHLRUHILL.

No. 2.

Uarquett Curoon o/ Kedlut<m.~(Itoceio,d 
AprU 34.)

“^Mrlntlon hea lie«i drawn tolh^pi^tportof '

Parh^ent on the eubject of elavery in Abyeeini^
The atatement made in reply that the slave trade is on the increaen 

ie^l ‘0 aU information at my

Mr. C. RuMsell to tin

a question in

owners,
I have, 4c.

CLAUD RUBSELL.

• B«yp6 No. 2 (1921). (Ciud. 1-W7.] 
VaS F.U.P. [0820]160U Wt---------1260

B 8



Oorrespondanoe raspaoting Shvary in Abyaainia.

t

No. 1.
Mr. ChuTchi^ to Sir E. Northey (NoiroW).

Downing Strwt, F^truafy iS, 1923. 
i HAVE the honour to inform you that articles have recently 

uppeared in the press in which the statement is made that, owing to 
the systematio depopulation of the outlying districts of AbysBinia. the 
supply of slaves is kept up by raids into Kenya.

2. 1 have to request that you will cause enquiry to be mi^o 
whether there is any foundation for this statement, and will furnish 
me with a report.

Sir,

TABLK OF CONTENTS.

I have, Ac.
WINSTON B. CHURCHILL.

PAOI

1. Mr. fbnrobUl to Sir B. N.»rt»ioy (Nalpolill ... Fob. 10. 1922.i»-. 3

I*. Mr. C. Kttsseli (AddU Ababa) to th«- Matqaeas 
I'urzon of Ki^leaton Mar. :M>. ... 3

3. Major Doddn (Addia Ababul lo the Marquees 
OuTKon of Kedleston

». Sir R t’oryiidoD (Nairobi) lo Mr. Churchill .

No. 2.

Mr. C. RiUseU to the Marquese CuT»on of Kedleeton.—{Received 
AprU 24.)

Aug. IB, ... 4

Sept. 38, ... 6

My Lord, dddu Ababa, March 80, 1922.
Ur attention has been drawn to the press report of a qnestion in 

Parliament on the snbject of slavery in Abyssinia.
The statement made in reply that the slave trade is on the increase 

in this country is inaccurate, according to all information at my 
disposal. The gradual depopulation of the slave-producing districts, 
und the delimitation of the frontiers of Abyssinia, which now march 

rywhere with those of civilised Powers, have necessarily led for 
many years past to a decline in the slave trade. In the Report on 
Egypt and the Boudan for 1920* (p. 184) occur some observations 
confinnatoiy of this.

I beg leave to express my regret that occasion was not taken to 
contradict the re^rt that His Majesty’s Legation make a practice of 
lianding over fugitive slaves to their owners.

I have, Ac.
CLAUD RUBSBLL.

ove

* Egypt No. a (1921). iCind. 1487.]
1600 m — laso 4/S8 i.o.p. cw»>] B 8
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-> M6 no objection. ^‘“"'^RBI^-

<■.

■> -

«b_ .
/' ' ' f ^

Me|.„ „oii. ic, !''*,*'“’|“;;j^™f C •
'^'V

ul^ Aden tnd lour .epoy, with the attached letter from the

■'“‘The”*^iX?ipM“'ionrney of the Aiar''ffi«3
,„.donbt.dly due to the tactful ' ' y-'

'’“The »™S'of yopr iid.lnp’B inetrmtione to hberate the al.voe 

nbject at the eame time, hlo f^.ui alee prnm.eed to help me

-=.;;‘ShS^.;a;^. hnd it u... m<^

■■"^rr!;nt^sr?:“r^:^ya^v.rwy
*eir ilavea freedom, and in almoet every ‘'ff'
Z price originally paid for the .tovea, e«i»r. from H.e Majeatj 
Qovemment or the bIuvbb thoniBelvoe.

•V

; .^,3r
jr 'a«

2 in No. 8.BnoloBuro a'

Be. Taffan.0 Major Do«..

'ei‘TSia,»-U"£a“f.*:C-“»S 

I riSStiSSaSsMi^
SHa?=^s:s5?i3i5^ 'Sij*S2£Ss»era=

raided.

LWB

t‘tu
from 
this B 
uuy

V.
,4' s1 haje, &c. , ^

HUGH beCGS.

Bneloanre 1 in No. 8<

I'Uiltr.a Heeidcrit, ddeii, to Major Doddt.

Afhn, Julji 24. 1922.
I 11.vK the hmiour to inforni you that the commander of H.M.S. 

■Oomaower " captured a dhow near the Hedjaa 
alaVna. whom ha removed and brought with the crew to ^
the trial it wa.. nacertained that an Abyaammn. named Shahema bin. 
fniilr, bad been dealing in alavoa, whom he putchaaed either on hia

(Seal of Baa Tafcri.)

.I.-Mfi;/ 41.^12, 1922 (7th Nahoae.
c .Sir.

r. "i
r
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• "* 'sl^f£'<^udoh:io Mr. (’l>H,cM.~{Rectit^llov<mi«t-A^^- *-

aCubI.' Abv»Bmi,.n raol. into Britiri. “«
■ lokoB wkh a primary viaw K, capture of stock or <” >'uI*oB

opportLityoSrra the rapture „ womeu and dnldreo does

'■"vx^^s:^,:m^,!:^.:'rri^n«;rth„f™tier.
havh.B no .mtectiou fro.,, as, went h*. Abya^nra 
tied bark to our lorritory nod ^arpht rrfuBe a binditolnd

.they save was that it was not tlie lose of ‘ “ “““If
GallaW so much as the takioB of the
could bear no longer. Tho. ra.dupr -hoH «* “dl^r;rr.:.r,"z^i‘ix=
boats at T.rongalani is carried u^^prartiro.

T have. Ac..

. ./j ■
r ''

4 ife\»:■; /2rr; -
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: /
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Abyssinia No. i (19^^) ■i
. 1'

c

' «5ffSSPSwlfS
into Biftiili'Terrt&ry and the ,■

An^ld-Egyptian. Sudan . ■ff'ft
T. COBYNDON, Oorcwor. ■>

✓ ¥
A* ^ -.-•

4', e!i

/• •

£/ :

?.Vv-

c.: ’■• '
.. •:'. ’I..t.T ■.X

^ or ibroBgh .wyjSoof-*^
1928

, Prke 6<J. N«

J ’
i OFFICE

J

ti.

Cmd. 3217 . /
.:;Va

■yM'y ..... .



.. “ ■3i ‘̂f^ortnd<mto'»lr-ChuM^^

• W.. r...^iice to vou. -

: fC l'‘,i:^\l«i u.Vr.orthero

’'■“I'Alltagh Abv6.ini»n r»id» into British ‘omte^e "oto- 
takoa with a prioun view to capture of Block or »“,^;
wheio (,p,)ort.mity offure the capture of women and children does

""V^Sa wK^; W^i!"r:,tory near lh.^™nl.er. 
Iiavmg no pr^Lion from or. went ink, AbvBBmia t". 'Ve but a^u 
fled btk to n.ir torritorv and aougl.t refuge at Joditet^d

.they gave waa that it w,« nut the lo«e of 
Gallato 80 muct, aa the taking of the woiMti and cbildr^dhB tay 
could bear no longer. Thia raiding "bnald now 
ineaBiire, aa there ia to be a garnaon at Nortl™ "o-Jdd We 
will be one oii the hake shore, when the propoeed silien.e tojul 
laiata at hrongakni ia carried il«a practico.

1 hnv«, &i-..

7 ;• ■ '< i'.iJiU- .,
f

,>• <! >

, )■A.‘ j. \ \I . • \
i-. ■. 7 -l5ry ,, V ' - < --4tfer

A&s®»k

*V.■ I', \ , V-.I -d'i »
Vlr'-^V.

Sir,. :, 6
*

(■ ; S\
Abyssinia No. i (1928)

s

into BipIi'Tern^ry and the
Ai^lo-Egyptian: ^udan

occur.

yr-

fV- T. CORYNT>ON, 0oi>ei3»or.

I 7 7' -- ..• •
,;■

- Vb' Pr«eiH«d by the

^ ■
(jp»

,.. A' ■ i* ■ sc i.• '
t-\

LONOOkS :, ‘ _
URIVISD »>ib PUdUSHED BY hU MAfESTVS-STAIlONEkV OBPICIi

1928
. Price 6d. Net

Cmd. 3217

■'%- ‘Vjt
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Correspondenoe respecting Abyssinian Raids and 
into British Territory and the AngiOr 

Egyptian Sudan.
Incursions

• I •
„t "Abywiniu Nn. 1 (1926),'' Cmd. 2653-1•i [ In contiiiuat-iuii

t No. 1.

.W/ . /ienCi/n:/c 'S'tr Aicste/i t '/un?iberUiin.
Ab<2iiu, Muivh 1-, 1928-

I HAVE the honour lu int'urm .V"U that the

balam». 'I"'"'""
tlie (uturo a-lmuiistratum .it Soullieiu Al.ysaium, awl a niemorandum 
II, whk'h 1 iiioorporateil swiie lirivate au.l iiiwtlitial aakgoauoMs tins

h.L beer f.vw,n,,.l,.,1 l,,- the I hre-'w— 
F.,.eipi Allain,- Tl„- Eth„.,.,a., t..,ve,nwem have 1'.' 
dune their tiest 0. wend we«nt “"‘1 »h,.vvi. a real ileeire to

-tr-liiil reUlittiiH li.-twoen t!i-- tw.. U..viTnuif‘Dl«- 
1 liiiVf, tS;'-

Sir, itiatioua cun-

TaIU.K of (-’o.NTKNTa.

.at- No. aod Name. PageIlate. SiibjtH-!

It<2b.
1 Mr. Beutinck |Addi« Mar. I'i N 

Ababa)
legotiaLitiiia rt-gardiiig raida Into 
Kenya are finiahed, and Btble- 
pian Goveniiuont have af^reed 
Ui pay uumpenaaliun ............... S

encourage
2 Lord Lluyd (Oairo) 24 'rrHitatiiiiK deapabuli front 

Goveraur-General of Lite Sudan 
I eni'loaing partiualars of raida 
I into Sudan...

•, II, UKNTlNi K,

3

3 Colonial t)lbce ... .. Aiig. Id TraiiMtiiitii reluniH of raids into 
Ki-iiya and liritisli SoniHliland .. Nti. J.

/..■/•-/ r-Si/'

Tlis ll«h |■..wwlea.OIl.•^ hi, K«v|il |.iv»ei,t« l,i» ri„„|iliwe,iw u. 
Hie Ma|e»tv'» i'nw.i|.al ae,r..l!.rv W Su.t,. f.ir l..re,,;„ ..\lhiiw. iiwl 
liuH tlwr,iwiir t" trauawit li.Ti-wu i » ."I'y '<1 a .hiaiiau h li.iw Uie 
l“ver..,.r.lie.,eral ..f the Su.hu, ,..wl...aiiw pariteulaw „ raids r.w, 

la mt.. Ihe Swlail wllich liaie lah..,i I'lae.' -Iiie-,. th.. l„.,;iiilMii..,

20

Al’VRsinm
-.1 iiHt.1

<■.,>/■'■ .U'l/r// -.'4,

Kiicidsiire 1 ill Nu. 2.

/.(</•(/ Ll"i/'l-

Kl.urM>. Fehruixn/ 2K. 1928.
, lo voiir I,-i-i&hii>'H .lesliaLcIi ..f ih.-

th.- ilesire of Ills Miijestv's Sccrclary ol 
.1 mills I'roiii .Uiys-siiua inlo

My l.oni
I ii.wE 111'" liuiioii: 1 

2l'Ui .lammry* r-'hinv.- t 
State hi- furtushotl \s;lli ;i Himnicut

• Not. printed. 
j.N )• 1 i.r. iMMde-5 ---- ‘ ■
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i’b uilegram 
cover

Sudan territory from 1916 onwards, and to your Intdahip’ 
of the 24th February’ to the effect that this aummaiy should
the Ust aftee^MrSr^^ith jj, question wUch embraces
with approiimale completeness aU instances m which violations of 
tliffrontier by armed Abyssinian subjects have Mme to the notice of
''’^?"tou?uS^wm“oCve^Tat'tLir mids, which are of 
varying degrees of sdriousiiess, fall into four distinct classes:—

111 Incidents nrising out of the unsettled condition of the 
' ' .ibyssiniai, district of Beni Shangul and the warfare 

Iwlweon the local feudatory chiefs in that aim 
|2.) rasHoUecting raids in districts Dimmed by the 1^1

Abvaaiiiiau authorities to he within Abyssinian territory. . 
ci ) Incursions of poachers into the hunting grounds on the 

llidtlor Kiver and Khor Oalegu ajitliara;
i4 1 liuiirsioilB of Abyssinian, Swahili and Bnliichf foaOhWlt 

’ lid on Maji, Lto Mongalla Province,
these elemeiiu, within Sudan leivitory may ^ dfflonb^ 

almost continuous, and it is probable that not all 
incidents hai'C been reported. ''
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11, (lUMasbarr; flaea, 
S.f,7.

Januarj^, 1931.
c

/G

D«ar Sir,
1 received your letter dated 12tb luetukt.
1 have reoently lived od tbe Keaye-AbyeBloleii 

rrontlor for e little over tbree yeem, aad la the eourse 
of «y dutlee ee Dlitrlot CoBaleeloner 1 Have naturally 
acquired a certain amount of Infortaatlon coaaernlue the 
pact history of that area.

B.

1 hare never beard of a slOj^ie laatance of a3.

"slave raid" by abysalnlan subjects Into Kenya, since 
the frontier has been administered by the British
Government.

fou alii ses In Ur Butter's Report of 1904 
(emd.BSlB) that an account Is given of the first expe­

dition, made about the year 1898, by the »bysslnlans 
Into Borana - the territory that lies Just North of the

fou will observe that throughout the report
At the end (page 3£j 

"All the merchants with whom X 
"conversed said that before the Abyssinian Invasion of

4.

frontier.

no mention Is made of enslavement.
Ur Baird states;

"Borana, the country exported a large amount of Ivory
The Kbysslnlans have"and numerous slaves .

"now forbidden the exeralea of the slave trade . —

In "Correspondence respecting slavery la 
Abyssinia" (Cmd. IBM ofl9B3) 31r Robert Coryndon mentions 
a "very few Inetaaoee" of the capture of woman and ohll- 
dren and ho refers to "the bandits and Gallaba".
Uallaba are not Abyasintans In the strict sense of the

B.

The

i
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t#™, but tiiMT • 'Sb*n«*ll«' trib*, for wftooo
BtelatotrutlOD tbo Abyoalntuu aarornaont la uo doubt ' 

Tkm 'buttdtto” uoro Balnl/ Vlc>4. uad ’ Hroopoaalblo.
tljn'Abgmiaion iiioTomaant, oltb our old, suoooodad

m
: .X!

Brleaadoco baa noo praOtl-In aattlag rid of tboa.
' dally eoasad In tbat uolgiibourbood.

i

Tfa« oorr«Apoad#no* oo&idin#d id ilM vdlt*
Gmd. sax? of ond Cad. £053 of iB£5 both Of «bi3b (for

) Cdptdla Tordloy

6.

"a'-'"'

aoaa raaaon that la not wlto oiaar to' 
baa bad raproduaod In full U hla raaontly publlabod
book "PareiKon", doaa not. 1 tblak, dlaoloaa aw laatanoaa
of alaro ra*4a fato' Konya.

mdaad captain Ooabrana daflnltaly atatea on 
pa«a IB (lino 4) of Ond.PBOS "to ay knoalodgo tbara baa 
"boon no alnsla InOtanoa of a alara baTlng boon aada In 
"iCanya and takon ao»oaa tba bordar."

7.

v->

Tba ineidaat of tba labon (or Dogodla) abloba.
Captain Ooobrano doaorlboa In bla lottar prlntad on;

and obleb Lady Slaon aontlona dbI- pago 7. of that papar,
BB of bpr book on Slnvary bad, I an quito Buira, no ^potfo

Sir Aoborioonnootlon wltb alarary or alaro ralda.
Coryndon axpUlnad rary fully and clearly to tba aaorotpry 
of State for the OOlonloa In bla dlapatobea printed on

tbe altuetlon la regardpagea 14 and SB of tbe aane paper 
to tbe Cegodla.

not Celia '* ^d 
They bad uuarrelied ^

Tbay are pure liaela Sonalla - 
a Boot Tirlle, wild noaedlo tribe, 
wltb tbe ibyaalnlana at

It la true that they .eye .then naltreated to

9.

that tlaa.

aoM extent by AbyaaUlait eoldlere, but I am aure that
lioat of them are now llrlngL tbey were never alawea.
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