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ur. G Reecsé (Distriot orfioep, Kenya) 16.1, ig;a[if

i Encloaes letter 'Qiﬂh bo pfopoiei t0 sead to the
Anti- -Slavery and Aborigine 8 Proteotion Seclety stati
that no'siave raid by -Abyssinians -inte Yonya has
oceurred since the frontier has -been admin!sternd by
the British Government. =

Mr. Reece does not enclosa the 1etter wh}oh
he, had from Hr. Harrxs but wh*eh evxdently asked
h1m whether in his opinion slave raids ever took plape
on. the Kenya frontier. ’ Mrﬁagpce is an official of -
some years standing who has had three years exnergence
on the frontier; Hhe is, therefore, quite well -. 'fﬁ‘
qualified to speak on the subject. On the other ﬁandf
it would clearly be most iﬁproper for him to-do so. o
wLvidently lir,Harris intends to pass this. information
on to Lord Noel Buxton and other members of his Societ;
who-are shortly going out on an unti-élévery mission
Lo ubyseinia, and for Yr.Reece to reply fully to

“r Harris would be tantamount to allowing himself to
be 1n*crv1ewed on @ question of public policy, and

therefore contrary to Colonial Regulation 33.

The latest published information is that
contulned in Cmd.2317 and there are plenty of prev1ous
#hite Papers recurding slavery in Abyssinia. The
latest official but not published information is that
contained in Mos. 10 and 12 on 80168/31 Gen. The
ldea that such ubyssinian raids as occur across tha. ‘;
senya frontier (and they have been getting fewer in”
recent yeurs) are for the purpose of securing -
sluves, is quite definitely a fulse one; but before
any public denial is made it wiH be necessary to T

consult the Foreign Ofilce - if ‘indeed any such denlal'
should not come"from the Foreign Oif1ce themselves,

I think that ir.Reece can only be ‘t6ld

thatl the Secretary of State considerd¥that it would ba.,
N ; Rk

undesirable
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Mr. G. Rescé (Dvi.'l‘giwct,_pfﬁcer,: Kenya) . 16.1.1932,
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i s . BEncloses letter which he proposes to send to the 5
Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Pnoxeotion'SboLety stat ing
that no elave rald by Abyssinians into Fonya has :
occurred since/the frontier has been administered by
the British Government.

Mr.-Reece does not enclose the letter which
he has had from Ur.larris, but whish evidently asked -
him whether in his opinion slave raids ever took placé

; oautbeﬂKepya_f:ontiq:;.';Mr;Rgaee‘is an official of . .

some years-standing who has had three years experience
on the frontier; he is, therefore, quite well :
qualified to speak on the subject. On the other hand
it would clearly be most improper for him to do so.
Lvidently lir.Harris intends to pass this information
on to Lord Noel Buxton and other members of his Society
5?(}711 1 who are shortly going out on an' anti-slavery mission '
Quar dee to abyseinia, wund for Ur.Reee to reply fully to
il wr-tarris would be tantamount to allowing himself to
. be}interviewed on @ question of public policy, and
therefore contrary to Colonial Regulation 33.

The lutest published information is that
contuined in Cmd.2317 and there are plenty of previous
ihite Papers resarding slavery in Abyssinia. The
latest official but not published information is that

contained in Mos. 10 and 12 on 80168/31 fen. The

4

ldea that such abyssinian-raids as occur across the’

Kenya frontier (and they have.been getting fewer in
recent years) are for the purpose of’securing
slaves, is quite definitely a fulse one; but hefore
any phblic denial is made ii widH be necessary to
consult the Foreign Office - if indeed any such denial
should not come“from the Foreign Office themselves.

.1 think that lr.Reece can only be told

that the Secretary 35 State considers that it would be;

undesirable
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should wrife to lir.Harris at

length, but that he should confine himself to

saying that he does not consider that he could

properly pgive lir.Harris information on a.subject

which

and could write to him semi-offidiully-to. this effect

Py

Sucha reply would however

impression that

of course, is not
P

dr.Marris o ring and expluin that

the cuse.

affects questions o policy.

we had something to conceal,
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1f this is-thought better than an official letter).
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Should someone give

ur.Reece has

rcierred to us vefore answering his

letter,

that

while we have nothing to conceul,
preperly be allowed

policy and that if he
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ve shall be very rlad to give lt?
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® Correspondence respeoting Slavery in Abyssinia.
e,
B No. 1.
Mr. Churchill to Sir E. Northey (Nairobi).
Sir, ’ Downing Street, February 16, 1929,

I Bave the honour to inform you that articles have recently
uppeared in the press in which the statement is made that, owing to
the systematic depopulation of the outlying districts of Abyssinia, the
supply of slaves is being kept up by raids into Kenya.

2. 1 have to request that you will cause enquiry to be made
whether there is any foundation for this statement, and will furnish
e with a report.

I have, &e.
WINSTON 8. CHURCHILL,

Mr. C. Russell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received
April 24.)

My Lord, Addis Ababa, March 80, 1922.

My attention has been drawn to the Ppress report of a question in
Parliament on the subject of slavery in Abyssinia.

The statement made in reply that the slave trade is on the increaso
i this country is inaccurate, according to all information at my
disposal. The gradual depopulation of the slave-producing districts,
und the delimitation of the frontiers of Abyssinia, which now march
overywhere with those of civilised Powers, have necessarily led for
!nany years past to a decline in the slave trade. In the Report on

“gypt and the Soudan for 1920* (p- 184) occur some observations
confirmatory of this.

T beg leave to express my regret that occasion was not taken to
contradict the report that His Majesty’s Legation make a practice of
handing over fugitive slaves to their ownars.

I have, &e.
CLAUD RUSSELL.

* Egypt No. 2 (1921}, (Cud, 1487.)

1800 Wt. — 1350 4/23 F.0.P (9820) b3
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: No. 1.
Mr. Churchill to Sir E. Northey (Nairobi).

Sir, Downing Street, February 16, 1922.

I mave the honour to inform you that articles have recently
uppeared in the press in which the statement is made that, owing to
the systematic depopulation of the outlying districts of Abyssinia, the

. C e supply of slaves is being kept up by raids into Kenya.

TABLE OF CONTENTS 2. 1 have to request that you will cause enqguiry to be made
whether there is any foundation for this statement, and will furnish
ne with a report.

‘ . PAGE I have, &c.
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3. Major Dodds (Addis Ababa) to the Marquess
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1. Nir R Coryndon (Nairobi) to Mr. Churehill Sopt. 28, .. P Mr. C. Russell to the Marquess Curzon of Kedleston.—(Received
: April 24.)
My Lord, Addis Ababa, March 80, 1922.

My attention has been drawn to the press report of a question in
Parlisment on the subject of slavery in Abyssinia.

The statement made in reply that the slave trade is on the increase
in this country is inaccurate, according to all information at my
disposal. The gradual depopulation of the slave-producing districts,
and the delimitation of the frontiers of Abyssinia, which now march
overywhere with those of civilised Powers, have necessarily led for
many years past to a decline in the slave trade. In the Report on
Egypt and the Boudan for 1920° (p. 184) occur some observations
confirmatory of this.

1 beg leave to express my regret that occasion was not taken to
contradict the report that His Majesty's Legation make s practice of
handing over fugitive slaves to their owners.

I have, &c.
CLAUD RUSSELL.

* Egypt No. 2 (1921}, (Cmd. 1487.)
1600 Wt. — 1350 4/28 F.O.P. (9820] B3
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% P ol g
Major Dodds 1o the Marques Curzon of Kadlaﬂqn.—(ﬁecat"pad‘ 4
y o ‘Septémber 16.) 7 - o

My Lord, 4 Addis Ababa, August 16, 1922,
1 pave the honour to rgport that on the 5th instant ¥ lgix' |
liberated. sluves grivud here from Aden in charge of a havildar of
the Aden police and four sepoys with the attached letter from' the
Acting Resident at Aden.

‘Tho uninterrupted journey of the party to the, capital ;'\’s .
ndoubtedly due to the tactful munner in which“the havilder datried . y .
out his duties. In view of the nature of the pﬂjﬁ is cabo; and %

that they were accompanied by five unijformed Bribi mei, ;‘i..\ &

their speedy urrival ut Addis Ahgba without incideng 18 surpnsing,
los} no time i bringing the matter to the no\k:a"};\hthe\ -
sinian égvamem, ‘and I requested them to assist me to obtain the
nmnumi@piou ‘of the slaves according to local custorps, and to
repatriate them'go their countries, 1 explained that t;khnhemmbin— Aee
| war wag in the*bands of the Fronch authorities ut Jibutl T huve 7Y
recotved a-letter in reply from Ras Taffuri, u translation of which 1
encloge for your Lordship's information. In the meuntime the

twenty-gix p«\uph remu'in at this Legation, and I am having them/ o /

housed and fed. { -

Phe eceipt of your Lordship's {pstructions to liberate the slaves
cuployed by Legation seryunts coincided with the arrival of the party
from Aden, und 1 took the opportunity to spenk to Ras Taffari on
this subject at the same time. He ks also promised to help me in
any manper T require in this conmgction. < °

I um now praceeding with thig m‘ut;&,. and 1 find it to be moxe &
cugly accomplished than [ anticipated | %

The servants, with two excoptions, are perfectly willing to give
their slayes freedom, and in almost every case they- refuse to accept
the price originally paid for the slaves, etther- from His Majesty 's
Government or the slaves thomselves.

I have, &c. '
HUGH DODDS.

—_—

Enclosure 1 in No. 8
{eting Politieal Reswdent, Aden, to Major Dodds.

Sir, Aden, July 24, 1922.

| sav the honour to inform you thut the commander of FL.M.5
“ Cornflower ** captured u dhow near the Hedjaz coast containing
slaves, whom he removed and brought with the crew to Aden. During
the trinl it was ascortained that an Ahyssiniun, named Shahema-bin-
Umar, hud been dealing in slaves, whom he purchased either on his

R EIE ;

sas"a broker n the intgiior of Abyssinie and shigped

vb'm‘ o g;ﬂ;e Aden the‘ouxt for '):'a:t’ ‘ﬁ

“aof ' British subject ond the offenss WP L K
territoti v}ﬁars. Orders for mfwd,

phow -Abdul 1

L . T ,
urtha;:' ~on in the matter. A 4 .
The relea’sl:d :)&ves, whoge nBmEs are .ttwhed.\:ueah bﬁu;ﬁ
rapahinbad to Abyssinia vi, Jibuti under police all' b

1 0 sverfrom tho
grateful if arrangoments can be made to take them ov;i\ o

el Iso re
lice and to send them to_their homes. 18 o e
maltter be brought to the notice of the Abyssimian Govemmutl}{ ot

see no objection.

1 have, &e. i %
C. BABBE’I‘T.

A
Enclosure 2 in No. 8. \ £
- g
2 Ras Taffari to Major Dodds. %
(Translation.)
e h Au , 1922, relative
4 1 am in receipt of your letter, dated the 8t %tll;n:w s, e

N i ht in &
gAY B\BVGBwﬂwhl}On htt‘)’ehbe?;g:::eg liberated slaves and to let

1f they prefer to 80 to their

8
ive in li like. i
{hem live in liberty wherever they hey profer 2 ¥ tor s
i i hall give them sU cien! Y i,
e ey wuga:: whng:ill escort them to the place; & ¢

i for their liberty 80 that they Wonlc:
o ey Md ime. Should thay::;!eo Bvé‘n
e them ¢ certificate fox Weir freedom.

learned men of our country and will arrange thet i;i:'z @1& ;b;
" ted in the churches an(tlhcm;;:nt&ey :re g W
" olbthi tions during the time 1. i
c‘ﬂ‘:&: :virr: ;zry degirous of finding out to mwtll): n:: pu:(\’:h Lhes;
e w0 bt 00030 Ty oo aopY eamined,
ion of these I 3
:‘geﬁr;:e:l:;‘?:‘:mw the persons and places wherefrom they have been

. (8esl of Ras Taffari.)

August 12, 1922 (Tth Nahasgei, 1914).
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) Sindt T skoryndon to Mr. Chiirchill —(Rocgived November w0y e
sir, e, Nairobi, September 28,1923, L
* Wirn refererice to your _despatehy of the 16th February last, L %
régarding alleged slave raids on the part of Abyssimans into, the b b
northern territories of this colony, 1 have ‘the honour to inform yon ]

that the delay in replying to your despatch has beendue to the
necegsity for making enquiries from remote stations in the northern
frontier district. e

97 Although Abyssininn raids into British territory are under-
(uken with a primary view to capture of stock or for hunting game,
where opportunity offers the capture of women and children does
tnke place, though happily very few instauces occur. s

3..The Gabbra who used to live in our territory near the frontier
having no protection from us, wert into Abyssinia to live, but again
fled back to onr territory and songht refuge at Marsabit. The reason

. they gave wus that it was hot the loss of stock to the bandits and p T

Gallaba so much as the taking of the women and children-thit they 5 ) f %

could bear no longer.  This reiding should now cease, in| some 5 8 Fedigs

measure, as there is to be garrison at Northern IHorr, and later Abyssl‘ﬁw
will be one ou the Lake siiore, when the proposgd scheme to_put : . ¥ -
hoats at Liongalani s carried ixte-practice. . = lnto Bml

T have. &e..

2 BT CORYNDON, Governor. r Anglo-Egyptxa/n Sudan

. {ﬁli;ﬂamW of “ Abyssinia No. t (xgas),” Cmd. 2553)

i
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o : Lo J 2 .
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: Presented by the Secresiisy 99}%‘6 far Foreign-Affainy 4
. to Parliamentipy Comipand ﬁﬂis Manl)‘ v
X car ey et %
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B touee. Kigrway, Londan, W.C.1; 126, Georg Strost. Edinburgh;’
Gork Sireet; Mapchester; 1. St. Adirew's Cresceat, ‘Cardiff;
i 15, Dencgall Square West, Belfust;
| or throagh any Hooleller.
1928
Price 6d. Net
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Now doca v -

Sir R T aloryndon to M7 Chitrehill—(Reécgived Noveinber ¥

Sir, s 20T Nairobi, September 28, 1923.

" 'Wirn, refererice to_your despatch: of ‘the 16th ‘February last,:
régarding alleged elave raids"on the part of Abyssimians into, the
northern térritories of this colony, T have the honour to inform yoa
that the delay in replying to your despatch has been due to the
necesbity for making enquiries from remote stations in the northern
frontier district.

2 Although Abyssinian raids into British territory are under-
(uken with a primary view to capture of stock or for hunting game,
whare opportunity offers the capture of women and children does
tuke place, though happily very fow instances occur. .

3. The Gabbra who used to live in our territory near the frontier
having no protection from ux, went into Abyssinia to live, but again
flad back to onr territory and gonght refuge at Marsabit. The reason
they gave wus that it was not the loss of stock to the bandits and
Gallaba so much as the taking of the women and children-that they
could bear no longer.  This raiding shoald now cease, in some
mensure, as there is to be u garrison at Northern Horr, and later
will be one ou the Lake shore, when the proposed scheme to_put
boats ut Liongalani is earried urto practice. . =

1 have, &e..

- ) R. T. CORYNDON, Governor.

Abyssidikis Raids o Tricu
into Britisti Territory and the
Ar.fgl-o-Egyptidh: Sudan

. (2 zptinuation of * Abyssinia No. 1 (vgas),” Cmd 2553)
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Correspondence respecting Abyssinian Raids and

Inoursions into British Territory and the Anglo-

‘ i : Egyptian Sudan. .
e | o » e

Y

| [In continuation « Abyssima No. 1 (1925),” Cmd. 2553.]

No. 1
My Bentunck to Sur Austen Chamberlain.

Adidis Ababe, March 12, 1928
I uave the honour tu imformn you thut the negotiations con-
| cerning the raids by Abyssinian subjects into Kenya Colony are now
! finished, and that the Ethiopian Government have agreed o pay
& : 216,784 Marin Theresa dollars (approximately £21,678) as compens.-
No. and Name. Date Siibjuct = tion. They have paid 150,000 Muria Theresa dollars down, and the
! »ge balance is to be paid by the 31st March, 1929

9 1 have also discussed i a friendly manner the question of
the future administration of Southern Abyssiuia, and a memorandum

Sir,

Tasre o

1028

1 Mr. Beutinck (Add e 5 p

b is Mar. 12 ?\ﬁgmmlmns regarding raids into in which I incorporated some private and unolticial suggestions on tns
pal'ﬁy‘i,-;‘,ff,.'?,'”’h."“‘, and Ethio- subject has been favourably recoived by the  Director-General of

2. nen hav agreed N o n ' 2

to pay compensation s g s Foreign Aftlairs.  The Ethiopian Government Juve by these tokens

2 Lord Lloyd (Cairo) : done their best to mend verert wrongs and shown a real desire to

’ - 2 Transmita despateh from encourage cordial relutions hetween the two Governments
(mvlarnur—huuun\l of the Sudan I hive
enclosing  particulars of  raids ' Fa I
| into Sudan <y ¢ H. BENTINCK
3 Cale e o —
lomisl-Offlee: 5 Aug. 16 Transmits returns of raids into

Kenya and British Somaliland . 20
Nu, 2
Lord Lo €0 Ste Adusten Chetadeciain

I'ng High Comunssioner for Kaypt presents s cotplunents 1o
His Majesty'’s Priveipal Secretary of State for Foreign Aflans, and
has the honour to transmt herewit s a copy of a despatet from the
Governot-General of the Sudan enclosing particulars of rawds from
Abyssioia inte the Swdan whicl lane tihen place stnee the heginning

11916

' Maared o4, 11028

|
Eaclosure 1 No, 2
e Mol o Loed Lol

My Lond Kihvrtoum, February 281

| Have tne honeni to refer o your Locdship's despatch of the

Lanuary® refative to the desire of His Magesty's Seeretary of

ot paids trome Abyssinue into

b furnished oSHIar

* Not prited

4308 | IS N 2
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Sudan territory from 1915 onwards, and to your Lordship's telegram
of the 24th February* to the effect that this summary should cover
the last fifteen years.

2. 1 forward herewith the summary in question, which embraces
with approximate completeness all instances in which violations of
the frontier by armed Abyssinian subjects have come to the notice of
the Sudan Government during the years 1913-27.

3. Your Lordship will observe that these raids, which are of
varying degrees of gdriousness, fall into four distinct classes :—

(1.) Incidents arising out of the unsettled condition of the
Abyssinian  district of Beni Shangul and the warfare
letween the local feudatory chiefs in that area.

(2.) Tux-collecting raids in districte olaimed by the local
Abyssinian authorities to be within Abyssinian territory.

() Incursions of poachers into the hunting grounds on the
Dirkler River and Khor Galegu. P

(4 Iucursions of Abyssinian, Swahili und Balucht ‘poachers,
Lased on Maji, into Mongalla Province TLe jpresence of
these elements within Sudan territory may be described
s almost continuous. and it s probuble that not all
icidents have been reported 1

[ have, &o.1
J L MAFFEY,
Governor-@eneral of the Sudan.

* Not printed.

>
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My, Tomlinson.

! sir €, Bottomley.
SirJ. Shuckburgh.
S Grindie.
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11, Queensberry Flesece,

8.W.7.

¥

& /6 Jemuery,  193e.

Dear Sir,

I received your letter deted l2th instent.
2, I heve recently lived on the Kenyu-ibyssinian
Frontier for & little over three years, wnd in the course
of my duties as District Commiseioner I have neturally
acquired & certain eamount of information conecerning the

pest history of that ares.

3. ] have never heard of a single instance of &
"glave raid" by abyssinian subjeots into Kenya, since
the frontier has been administered by the Eritish

Government.

4. You will see in kr Butter's Report of 1904
(omd.2318) tLat &n socount is given of ihe first expe-
dition, made about the year 1896, by the -byssinians

into Borena - the territory that lies just North of the

frontier. You will observe that throughout the report
no mention is mude of enslavement. At the end (page 32
Mr Baird stutes: "s1ll the merchents with whom [

n"gonversed sald that before the aAbyssinien {invesion of
"Boruna, the country exported & large amount of ivory
"and numerous slaves . ==----- The Abyssinlens have

"now forbidden the exeroise of ihe slave trede . ----

5. In "Correspondence respecting slavery ln
Abyssinia” (Cmd. 1858 of 1983) Sir hobert Coryndon mentions
a "very few instences" of the ocapture of women and ohil-
dren end he refers to "the bandits and Gellaba”. The

Gallaba are not abyssinians in the striot sense of the

B i e i e o i
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R 8.
<N

term, but ‘they ere & 'Bhangalla’ tribe, for whose

bt

ll!llnutr-tton the Abylli.nlln. Government is no doubd
& responsidble. The "bandits"” were mainly Tigré, aand
e Abyssinien Government, with our eid, susceeded
in getting rid of them. Brigandage has now pr‘l’ﬂ.-
~ gally t;alud in thet neighbourhood.

8. The correspondence conteined 14 the white pap'en‘
Cmd. 32817 of 1YR6 end Cmd. 26583 of MB bo"h of Ihil‘h (for
some reason that is not quite olear to -.3 tiig;‘;nu Yardley
hes had reproduced in full in his recently published

book "Parergon", does not, | think, duolo-y any instances
of slave rcul iato’ Kenya.

7. Indoo'd c‘n}nn Co¢hrane definitely states on
page 12 (line 4) of 0‘..955 f'to ny knowledge there has
"been no gingle instance of & slave having bdeen udo in
“Kenye and teken acyoss the border.”

8. The incident of the Yaben (or Degodie) which
*jg’- _ Oaptain Coohrane desoribes in his letter printed on:
page 7 of that paper, and which Lady Simon mentions on
s pege 28 of NET book on Slavery hed, I em quite iui:o, no
connection with slavery or slave ralds. © 8ir ﬂoboi't )
Coryndon explained very fully end clearly to the Seoretary
of State for the Colonies in his dispatches printed on
peges 14 end 28 of the ‘rlmne peper the situetion in regard

to the Degeodie.

9. They are pure Hawis Somalis - not Gells - énd
s most virile, wild nomedic tribe. They had quarrelled

with the Abyssinians at that time.
It i8 true that they wele-.then maltreated to

some extent Ly Abyssinjen soldiers, but I am sure that

they were never slaves. Most of them are now living
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