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.Mr.Prxes‘{;gnajl (Qto. f%rr‘sigpatur‘e by Mr. Fyeegton)
Mr. 7 -

Mr. . - )

Sir C. Bottomley. § July 1932

5@ . Shuckburgh.

A

Sir G. Grindle. %q

Permt. U.S..of S. - ~DénmuPeterson,

Parly. U.S. of S. B

I enclose two copies of

Secrelary of State.

Sir Joseph Byrne's diary of his

DRAFT,
recent tour in the Northem Frontier
M. PETERSON, ESQ. Province of Kenya,

FOREIGN OFFICE

4 You may be interested in his

"impressions” and might like to send

.

a copy of the diary to the Minister

/ at Addis Ababa,
. .
P Aiaaty Au

_(Sigrieq) L. , FRLESTON(:
tor N it
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SIR V. C. BOTROMIEY, K.C:l: Gs c B., 0.B.E.,
COLONTAL:OFFICE, . -

COVERNMENT HOUSE,
KENYA,
EASY AFRICA.

R 25rd May, 1932.

My dear Bottemley,
~ On the 1lth November I sent you a diary of

my tour in Turkana and I now send you 20 copies of & similar
diary of my recent safari in the Northern Frontier Province.

The only valus of these booklets is that you
got d bird's-eye picture of the country st the expenditure
of ten minutes' reading. ‘

You might like to send the diary to the War
Of fige and to our Minister at Addis Ababa:  should you

require any more copies please let know.

Yours sinc

i
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) A o Serretin W drove o Fel i5th

N i . Sy sl inghi at the Silverbeck

@ @ | \ dothe great imfestation of
TN il et SWAT <
I ot Nver g Numyvuke: neiher
t L . [ conee tthe Srme i s wlnely
|
|

Nt

oo e S canindial the Conumssioner of Puliee,

O LKL LI IR CIL NI TISAN TITRTY iy safar

Fett the fotel at 0030 m and drove 1o Taolo, the head- Tuesday.
' ‘ Srovinge (55 Frb 16ih
puarters - fhe Provinoad Cotmusseaner, Northern Provinee (57

mrdes Foeabout 19 noles we followed the Nanvuke-Mery road,
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i . !

whieh was o god crder, althengh nowet weather ety IR
reseheron-, oning to the }rn‘\;\il*llu' of Llaek eotton el W, o }
then brsenetoed off an o the ddiveet ol to Ysdalve bl s

N ' L
L~ eseeed gty bad,and winelr b ongie would i alisost sin )
prtema bl it the vimss AU Dol e et e Trovinenl Comrr ' It

. TN
cooer ARG Stoner te Offieer Cotnuihing \wllln‘l@ @
Breoade . Lomg s Afriean Rifles LColonel RO v, s i
the At Chiet Natise Cormppmssiotie ArA de VoW i —
i

s b and the Nssistant daime Warden Captitn Koy Wintiet
AC e all of whon were to beowdl e on iy toe. 1 also et
The Diatriet Compursstorer, ol 0 M € A Coroell

Perolor 1~ Had, nimterestong place, bt e strronndimg e
i

L atretes, owing o the Todls i the distanee With the excep-
e bnhings are of the

thoan o tvaor theee ek ionses,
e continuallv on safun

e 1y pe Fortunately e offiesrs
athiera e T omagine the station wonld Lo an npleasanUone o
capecn Iy as s elined o e vers Bot iy the dagtime When
every elfurt should T rade t pros e rasons

for olfierals s i these froutuer

Futuds are avanlanle,

abdy comfortable guarters
with few amemties, and theg

b= They hase s lned Bl
peturn o their pernggent

Aemerve e eotmfart when thes
~Litans

L the adternonn | usited the S Incan Tramung Centre, ae- :
copamed by M AW &0 wenay, the Veterpuny Offieer
chirge of the Provinee It 1+ most excellent institution, admir-
ably run by Me R 1. Cameron, a Stock Tnspector m the Veter-
Flere, vouths from various parts of the

niary Department
Prostnes are tinght e clements of atock rearing, dairyving. ete., e

contpled w L sote elenentary iterary training. As the Province berdoe o

ot present alnst wholly dependent on atock, | regard this T

anall Teginning as of greal pnportance, and 1 trust that when L )
wtter we nay he able to extond its activities. el e
W lelt Tsiolo at dawn, and motored 113 miles to u camp frevs it o P i |

Pagian - o "

tires pet |

A odursday.
Fob 17tk e 1o Mygrt on the Paso Nyiro River. There we met Mr
the Assistant Distriet Commirsioner of the Isiolo tern ot o - . o ogra

KoGl Darrochy,
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5 Vot e for AW o} s durts 3 H T N
. o e ,lli lelllL i ltitrt: of the Hmestone rock to a depth of about 30 feet. Some say that an
e P v abile ood o Jow : :
P P ke red ) ‘i - ”‘ ”r“‘(]“ at a slow underground fuke exists; certainly skin buckets lost in one well
O e il Rept close 1o the giver, and have been recovered frony anothier D Our visitowas during thesdsss »
el e <l 5

Moo W s T q i 5 3
AT NIWBUIerous gatme weatler, when eutthe amd cumels were colleeted brom a wide area,

" -
Phe T 70 les were desalate o o depree

e HAU et s el serh, 4 am Wl T there bemg oo other water withipe o radius g{f’ 70 miles. The
DL oy beeonies sreen and 1:A\'C;‘ arrangement for watering these thousands o camels was ex-
ML NG e was o e lTxund \(11-11] we E? ;@‘”'“’"I,\ mteresting ainl 1‘1}11(‘11[1'1l<|)‘ primitive, the natives refus-
KN e : £v ing toomadl themsehes of wodern conveniences suelt as troughs

weosaw neither ammals nor human beings

o . e ol onr joarney We reached Wang i
St ety sirieh with ey first siew of

crcrompany of Rog < Afmcan Riles and abont

I Ponimiber of Fored Pahier are wimisoned

and pumps  The eanels were gathered o batehes of a hundred,
and one was el struek Ta thetr patience, o< most of thenn conld
anly e watered every ten dins A each well, the water was
drawn wp i soall skin boekets, wnd put into a hollow trongh
slaped from the trank of a tree of o parteudarly hght weight
wood, and about 24 fect o length The time taken to water this
large nuabn ol camiels e readily be inagined, and the watening

i
b g the et Cannoiesioner ol i
e rnteerons wells, Trom 1 procecded durimg the whole nipht. After watering, the unfar-

S cocbbbed tnan borngs made o the tunate animals had to be ddeiven grear distinees too suitable

LN b srazing grounds.,
= e - R
S

©AMELS WATERING AT WAJIR 1 g WAJIR FORT




Thursday,
Feb. 18th

We left at daybreak for Wasir (114 miles). Parts of the
road were very bad, and we.were only able to proceed at & slow(»l'
pace. For the first 40miles the rom}‘ kept close to the river, an
the journey was not uninteresting, 3s We saw numerous game
birds and some game. The logt 79 miles were desolate to a degree
—absolutety flat Iand covered with small scrub. 1 am told, how-
ever, that in the rains the copntry becomes green and covare?

.with thick rough grass. No water was to be found until we go

near Wasir, and we' saw neither animals nor human beings
during the whole course of our Yourney. We reached Wum
about 1 o'clock, and 1 was @Wﬁluqu with my firgt .view of
this station, where & company ot King's African Rifles apd about
twenty Regular and 2 number of Tribal Police are g{\rr_‘lsoned.
Here we met Mr. F. i Jennings, the District Commissioner of
the Wajir District.

The station owes its existence to the numerous wells, from
which good -water can be obtained from borings made in the

o

CAMELS WATERING AT WAJIR

5

Jimestone rock to a depth of about 30 feet, Some say that an
underground luke exists; certainly skin buckets lost (n one well
have been recovered from another ! OQur visit was during thyg_'[i,rx
weather, when cattle and camels were colleeted from a wide ared,
there being po other water within a radius of 70 miles. The
arrangement for watering these thousands of camels was ex-

@tremely interesting and rubicnlously primitive, the natives refus-
ing to avall themselves of modern convemences such as troughs
and pumps. The camels were gamwr\:d in batebes of a hundred,
and one was much struck by thelr pationcey as most of them could
only be watered cvery ten days. At engh well, the water was
drawn up in small skin buckets, and pat into n hollow trough
shaped from the trunk of a tree of a particularly tight welght
wood, and abont 23 feet 10 length. The time taken to water this
Jarge number of camels can readily he tmagined, and the watering
prucﬂ'dgd during the whole night  After watening, the unfor-
tunate anuupls bad o be doven great distances to suwitable
grazing grounds.

i

WAJIR FORT iy
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The el andd ey station = gt twndern, and fortnn-
atedw the ofhierrs who <t st <o consnderable taste o the
desien od the kg, all o whieh ave of Moorssh tvpe. with
ek vl o o thene ~arnsanuted B rmetss The presenc
af bl binestens aethitared the construction of - wnels
bulding

Worti o the s contre fer the Somd tribes st the
ity other Molwnnedin b nhes, ~nehas the Ao,
Crorbt i, et These Mobaoedin tdes are eantinmlly bt
watlothe Boras s G agdb Jargets paean inbe sl we are
v cthe s g B heeps wet b e 1O Dot he st T

the o Swange N e dezresment= aredis Qe vt e

preuples e sver soanee and ceaies s bt e Treadhde St lien
el e prsanbies or velisns oo b i ael vt
Nt s

MU D wenn e the crci el nohiiy B e
s b ipresse b e thenr s e o el ippieiraie N
Foon bl Lorc wth Moo of the vamants soon e 1t

o repetitan o the recraze s Mo connplaomts alwan ey
deand water and 1 fonnd that i was quinte npossble o satshy
arvone PFach trde thonght thes Shondd Bave more extensie
Coter ol pramg Tanlities) torgetting thian then s onhy
Dited anount toogo rouind . L pointed out it the contine ol
trdes o cortinn well-defined arens was inteaduesd we prevent
those Trequent feuds which mvariabby vesalted e the most il
s ders, often o women and voang claldrens T oattach o an
Vppenhis the gist of what | st 1o these tilesien

A2 o we Jeft W and proceeded for G0 nides one th
read 10 Movare, where we caraped For the night. We
through a herd of giralle oo the road.

At davbreak we contmaed e povrney o Moy s b
miles north. The ~eenery i exaetly the sarne as onthe previons
dayvs—nothing bt <and and sevab Lane told that i couttry
has not been so drvand burnt ap for abont twenty yvears. There
is neowater between Wang and Movark (160 mifes) exeept a

partiatic el gewellan B ansdacsmallwellan Dus Tes
perthierse to s theee ok esten wdeav g to heep their

2 s
el g ol aie shinge swch s pernod ob dronght. Tt

awell ot By e abont 700 feet deepe the water-shalt zigzapding

WAL R BT AL 8PNy

from ~led] to <helt. 1T tikes sixteen or seventegn men to nase
water, s these onfortonate mdoduats have oo stand on stk
plattorns pilaesl at varying distanees The water 1= prtssed Trom
one o the other i <malt huekets nude of gradle Skins, each
hobdimg Lt s couple of prutss the water obtiued, whieh las to
suppls 1t only e beimgs but manerais <tock and vamels,
i thiek amd imuddy




W e M anout 2 Llos statian wineh 1=
\

ot Dbt Tron thee Aovasionan frontier s situated on

P bt e Teclindent By an escarpruent road
Moo Mees Has Mijgests = Consnb at Mega, whe | \
Lat s - juries S0 madess ot burseback for the

Cneeting e Moo A C M Muthins the Diatned® “
Coarnoeaonet o Mro T U Cotrhester fCadet Noting Assistant

st o R M Dovdesacn

MWoe ot e
hat v e
prarge

the Leoners

cesioner atud Dre

ettt Mot Offieert also et me hen
Jove sfernocn Twent noand the staton whin b vonsists
e honse that of the DIStRCE Congssrner b
St et tewer owhich was used as s tnagdasine anad

MiVALY POR?

guatdroom. The remainder ! the tasbdings were of ot with
aFRFDr grass soofs  The resdeni e o the Medieal Otheer and the

bospital were particutarly bad and 1 intend 1o take the natter up

Y

whett - o o de Nt Onteane the <station there was one
Aative e contsining A vutder of Tudian and Somali shops,
whict eond o be s hesniogbee patranizet and another, -
Liabitea v dolh hinwn a- the Tion hs

ULk 4 Bz at = o501 attended iy the Chiefx and
Fleadie b the Vinwas . wiee sat oo my deft and of the
Bonas  who ~at o0y gt e subjeets disenssed were

euimct o the satne s oat the presuos birrazas- grazing areuas,

watrr ot ot 1t hed owath Magor Mides, and then pro-

ceeded Lot e e the newiy contructed patrol road coon-

cir e P st Massirs where we camped for the night

and rerched Rasu
Lhis o= the juinction with the

W, Sl o pootney To Masekn

o the Dhaoa Kover S 180 anides

road leading ~outh te Fr Wan Here we camped ander the shade
which was sctuaily dry,

There

of the donm padtes adpnmng the rivaet
but water onld te obtained In digging for 30 few Teet
were nutnerous pnienfos ] and partndges whoh werd enidently
drawn e the roer owang to thie deought Taa couple of hours we
pot tourteen brace of e formet the shooting wndch resenibhing

pheasanteahonting . as U Lapde were doven over our heads

W motored i tie morning te Mazners dong 50 nules of
very hard and dusty goad. the heat being very oppressive Max-
DB in i swall, well bud-out and clean boma. close w the Daua
River, shich constitutes the Abyssiman boundary, and 1t s
ertuated about a nule front the boundary with Hahan Somaliland.
Mr K H o Beetham i the Assistant Distriet Commissioner in
charge and there o~ alse @ saall pohee foree under Mr. Horley
Afer gorng round the boma 1 leld s baraza, st whieh were
present the Headmen of the vanous locul tribes, such as the
Mok tn atd the Exnctly the same
points wene et asoat the other barazas  After the beraza.
1 vimtend the cotnmencenent of the Tthan boundary {ine. which
we propese o inspect this year, with 4 view to te-installing the
I then visited the

Crt RREH, Draonbi

beacons, tany of which have disappeared

Sunday,
Feb. 2ist

Vonday

ety

22nd

Tuesday,

Feb

3nd

M




Wednesday,
Beb. 24th

[IEER Y

[PEIR T
rnphmarhinch St Tl st Lot snses 1oy wlneh
will fater Aornmneniee v ot en e tunot o B where
we spent the bt

EW et adese s whenesa

My stirtesd Py e roats 1o
we |<1'<-}w-m1 to spreticd the fipht The t‘“H\"[‘\’\\("l)"u‘“‘v{ therough
e s ore sl aned dessbate e g Ve een
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P e e anbnee A WERGURUD We vatie to 0 mmber of
S g weliss e 1n s iitepded to ke ap eifort o find
Lt deeper eeb wath e waler-barings machine.

erel bt sed dusky fimestone plring w

DU
A Loge nimber of caneels were coullepted

I PR e B
@ el st Bt snihenent water o last €he g’
Lot Lt e U cowasann the destressing spectiele of -
vt et vonten nodergronnd prssing up e water i

[P
Il urged ey fileers o

o Lonchets trsgke of Soathe Ble

DEESMEN AT B WK

beashilit af mstdbing o hand prmpas anesper
c o e Shateed e et woll, grad Lanly hope that this ein
U e, o] that B mabive cann b gpdes edd o pive ot or tral

P8 s e o hot and matieti that wloer §had held a
ed o pushoon tor another

ST A

b ze of the Vedmen pre-ent ae teeid
VT feetbes on the W reaad and canmp. .




Thursdey
Feb. 25th

Fruday,
Feb 20th

Naturday.
Feb 27th

Sunday,
Feb, 26th

Mondsy,

Reb. 29th  hitey),
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We motored o WaJiR (96 miles; At 76 mules from Wajir
we saw the water-boring machine, which was temporarily out of
gction  So far we have been most unsuccessful in our efforts to
find water by means of this machine. The bore-bole we visited
had been sunk to a depth of over 200 fevt without any result,
ulthough to water diviners there was every indication of thg
presence of water It 18 all very disappointing, but we must
continue the work, as success would be an incaleulable boon to
the nomadic tribesmen hiving in this parched land.

Motored to Muppo-GASHL (104 mules) vis Hannas W,
where we crossed the river by & wooden bridge, the tinbers of
which are being eaten away by wlite ants, muking the whole
structure very dangerous. A crossing at this point or in the
neighbourhood 18 of great importance, as 1t s uential for main-
taiping trade with Lasc. Io my opimon. a permanent bridge
should be erected without further delay, and 1 intend to look
into the matter when I return to Nuirobi

Started at 5.30 a.m., a» we wished to see the fhghting of
sand grouse to the permanent water at Bexaxi, which is about
12 miles short of Garpa Tura. The birds began to arrive about
8 u.m , and literally eame in thousands from within a tadins-of
30 or 40 miles: they scttled for & few seconds only and then flew
sway. As we required food both for ourselves and for distribution
at Menrv, we shot for about an hour, and picked up fifty brace.
We had o late breakfast*at Gansa Tuea, and then went by the
new direet road linking with the Arcrens Posr-Isioro rond.
We camped about » couple of miles south of Anrchers Posrt.
The day’s journey of 130 miles was n tiring one, as the road was
in parts thick with lime dust and i parts covered with masses
of lava stoncs.

Motored to Muno via Is10to (45 miles), where we spent the
night withi ths officers of the 3rd King’s Alrican Rifles.

Msjor Wells and 1 nfotored to Naiwonr via Bupu (103

13

IMPRESSIONS FORMED AS THE RESULT OF
MY VISIT.

1. The Northern Frontier (I have not yet visited the
Marsubit or the Tana River areas, but T imagine that with the ™

exception of certain localities they do not differ greatly from the
rest of the Province) is one vast arid plain, with oceasional hills,
covered with thorn serub. In the dry weather the difficulties
confronting the unfortunate wandering tribes in regard to water
and grazing arc intense. Unlike Turkana, away to the west,
which is comparatively well watered but has very little grazing
for stock, the Northern Frontier Province has in many parts
surprisingly good grazing considering the great searcity of water.
Wells and rivers dry up completely, and sometimes one travels
for over a hundred miles before coming to’a well containing
water. The arduous and slow task of watering camels and stock
at these places has been commented on in my' Diary. There is
indeed little or no grazing in the vicinity of the wells themselves,
and the animals have to be driven very many miles before they
can obtain sufficient food for their very existence. Life is hard
for these people, and the idea that pastoral tribes enjoy a life of
of8¢ Gertainly does not apply to the Northern Frontier. 1ts area
is immense—95,000 square miles—and its population—85,000
—very sparse.

9. The provision of morc water and the introduction of

measures to enable stock to be brought to market gre without

doubt the most pressing needs of the inhabitants. Water can
only be obtained, by watef boring,
undertaking. As I have stated in my Diary, we are doing what
we can, so far without much success. ‘The prevalence of rinder-
"pest and pleuro-pnéiimonia make it necessary to quarantine the
Province, but certain veterinary precautions enable a very limited
number of stoek to be relensed through Lamu. Accordingly,
sheep and goats, which are sent in great, numbers to the Kikuyu.
Reserve and GO places, are piacticelly the only means by
which cash can be obtained. Camels and stock are exchanged for
the sheep and goats, which are driven, sometimes for great
distances, to the open markets.

sn expensive and uncertairf-
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We are now in touch with the Italian authorities, and 1
trust before long that & combined vaccination campaign will be
started, somewhat on the lines of that which has proved so sue-
cesatul in the Masai Reserve. The Veterinary Training School at
Tsiolo 1 have already described; the training given there should
aventually spréad useful knowledge among the tribes.

3. Politically, the outstanding problem s, the continual @
. pressure from the east of the more virile Mohammedan tribes
upon the pagan Boran, who inhabit the area to the west of
Wajir. This relentless pressure is the cause of disputes over
grazing and water, such disputes giving rise to fighting or to
brutal murders, often of women and children. This pressure
must be stopped, and I believe the Government is following
sound policy in fixing definite lines over which the Somali tribes
miust not cross. Boundary lines must be visible if they are to be
respected, and sp boundary roads (like the track I have mentioned
as running north-westwards from Hapaas \WEIN) are being cut.
and these can be patrolled. s

15

4 From the conversation b had with Major Mites and the
adnnnistrative officers, | am glad to hear thut vur relations witd
the Abyssinuns are satisfactony 10 1~ true that there are sume
differences of oprmon about portions of the boundary hine tan
I feel very strongly that the existing posttion should b stre th

°mumuuncd until the Boundary Comtus=ion hs repuorted and o
reconuuendations dealt with 1 wneerely hope that our Mitetor
will be able to persuade the Fthiopaan Government W disarin the
Boran residing on thewr side o4 the frontics

__ pressed for this

We have repreatesdis

5 ] wax e hocniptessed with the hevoness and eyt

Mr Stone and the ofbcrals serong s Provipee  Ther v
pathy with the Lttt atd ther duare to guade abd Ansst
them was very noticeable  Ofheals seeang ah the Northern
Frontier and Turkana bave no cam task . buot theirs 1 man -
job, one caleulinted to be of value tovouny ufficials, for they ar
frequently called upon to ispliy both sedtoreliance and readines
_to assume responsibpity 1 anly wish that funds were avadabl
to provide reasonably confortabile hoases for all these officinls
They are for the greater part of theur tour un safdar, but thes
certainly deserve o decent hotoe 40 returt to ulter & tohs af travel

in a hot ond rather desolate land
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APPENDIX

SPEBCH AT BARAZA HELD AT WAJSLR ON
Lt FEBRUARY. ]

| am the Governor of Iveusa Colony: the pepresentadne ot
Hhis Mijesty King George [ am spending as ek e a- Leaigy
nmeeting His Majesty's .\'uh]v(’n's of atl races. 1am party ularly
alad to nseet you Sowali peoples of the Provinee, i the connry
where son are hving Especially 1 am glad to see here don Head-
e, beeause you are the mea whose duty it 15 1© help me and
iy oficers to govern this country When T go back 1o Narrabt
I ohall write o the King to tell bim that | have seenyou becans
the King likes to hear news of tus people

BAKALA AT WANK

1 hase brogght with me Trum, Nuirobs, (o et you. the
Officer Commanding Freop>. thy Chiel Natie Cotumimsioner.
and the Commisaiouer ol Pulice, who aru mome of these whao

. N A \i{\

@m\‘.‘u

adviac e Lann sy o Lear from the Provincral (‘omuiissioner
hat s tas been o tud yean et jany Wais. Hiat you have had
Wtthe rane, and tat the har affected the water supplhies and the
Loth of whirh e Teensearee But you must remembets -

grasang

Uit this e the spe over Al the Provinee. and in some places
< are worse than en yon dve, however. pormanent
water fore an Wapr wlere v hnow there 18 always plenty
of water lor yeut fwck Fout 1t to el you trat vou cannot

Capect Gonernment o find for you priazang which does not exist,
ot bednse Yuar grazing as warce, cun yoir he allowed 10 gu
ot that ol sour netghbours

|t oy sord L very serm ndeed o Lear that the Degodha
people T been fiphting with e Boran and the Sakuse. and
L aniew thatl there have boen soroiigs o hoth sides, but my otheers
it e that they hase Soppeed the hrhting and that they willdo
a! thiat they can e [SERTR TR
tthe other sounth

| bwhiese that e ot Pleaden o
Lo tedl vou that

Tabpes e ot approsy £ i nphtng . | e

Ay of the trdesono watter who they are who it
I Ihe Degodut, the

Cwarn the

hangts oartes witt Le |vum~hml “vere
n putushed oy the recent fight-
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