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" sir,

l 1 have the homour 1 ,:.-...4,
‘ inforastion, the scc.® anying copy vi o ! te the
. procecdings st & woeting © pvened in Jsnusr
during toe visit to ieipobl ol tue bLalrmen
Iaperisl rirveys simited. coyy . 8 e
sceting, teken Ly the rivetc ecrelal) t 1 ric

Cedaes, 18 8180 enclosud.

e 1t will be cbserves tisl Qlscups. @

A i leas

centred upon tbe demand iede Ly lic nelraas

Company {0r iaprovescnts to the seruvdrone st sirobd.
The re resentaticns sade in t.is satler © aviiced

ae thet existing conditions durlng st susticy EETE
not satisiectory shc tust the telents tyje

seroplane would bave seriocus difi toulty 1n Landing

n snd texing ofi uniess sultable runwsys weic ssde .

Ag you Srt sware oppert mity wesd takes 0i the resence

v 4n teivebi of sir Besil Blackett of sscertsining toe

provetle views of the Lelonisl Jevelopment rdvisery
Comaittes upen suy spplicstion to gremt the neo.sssry
funds to thls poversaent ond, .'th his support. &
telegra Boe 7 of the b Jenuary was Jespatobed.
Tpis governmsst s, procistes the ssslstence 80 proaptly
w, wiiel Les engbled tue noeeseer)y vk o e
.dnm‘ defure lb‘ relus.

3- .
Wl’ uiruv a-u:rz\. Gug GoBebiey Vet'se Beles
gmﬁt%f“ FUR THY CoLS $158,
8. . %




5 Heference is made, in the pote of procecdings,
to the fear of tuls Govermment thst vith the introduct-
fon of the mew type of mechine the LompaRy aignt desire
to sborten the route betwecn Coirv ond Lape "own by
lu%u;i pirobl out of the route. It will Le seen t'...a!
the request for the taprovesents be.ng wacrisien et
neirobl seredrome wes only scceded upon SN BELUNBHCE
peing given by .ir .yie Geddes thet heirobi wuuld
gontinue to be served during the period of tae ~preeasut
and thet e considersd thet ng Jurther eapitel o pupditure
would be neceBsary.

be ¢bilst tie Chelrsan ol lnperisl ~irvaye
Limited could not sey thet ils .oapeny sould not

meke ety lurtber desends L¢ could not gusresntec thet

no further expenditure would be requived of this Govarne
scat in connection with the _eire to . epe Town 2ir
servise.

1 vies with sone comcern the leck of ey
seioguard egainst the ‘overoment of reagys being celled
upos to twm. m xhune perG./rones sid CoeTERNCY
lsnding grounds {n the coleny in the event ol aiy change
of poliey on the pert of the Lompany.

Se _yae extre capital ex/jenditure on Lelrebl
unlnl. bes been meccsitated by the devisior to
-‘W onto the youte the itelsmte type of sircreft,
: ‘i 45 sgieed thet the siverait jrevicusly in service

> .,f;;'.ummww to be repisced by more

»mwxmuwtmm‘.wuum
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the new LYype might tave ek unlt«azwui. 1if such o8
opportusity had beod of jorded it night bave been

poasible peint cut the hendicep which on sirersft

of the  talsats type goald sulier, wing to e Jow

clesrsnce, when sanocuvr LDy upod the sverags ~sst ,.plesh

lending ground ip gct vestiher.

. 4 Lurther cbenge af ;olley ob the @t el the
voapeny asasly Lk gecision to ubé the ennibel L, p6
of sirereit se (6F pouth on the umt} as Ulsumu, Led
sosht thet tue slipeey Leniar scgomnodation snd ather
fecilitice  rovided ot the jublic exjensé in eonreetion
eith the uwe of sesplenes by the Lompsny bee b se
redundast.

of the idlguse granted to tils Governzgnt (Yos
the Colonisl nevelopsent und 16T copstructicn ol en
sercirone sad seaplene base st ‘—hn‘n the spproximste
spount of £ 5,20C wes expended ujod the slipwsy and
sea; lone socomnod etion, st will teus be seen thet the
grounds which jestified this expenditure from the Y
Celondsl i« velojment s et the tims bave pecn largely
sodified, ot to saY pallificd, by this coange 1o the
Conpany's policy. 1t is o joint which pight eith

sdvantage e vrowght to tbe potiee of the Lolontel  cvelop=
cont Fund Commiftee.

Te The position at Kisumy coupled witd the recont
domsad TOr 1sprovenents st Félrebl servdrone has led me
to bave greve XMthﬂurdwuy ve wete by

the Gospeny - sbieh tals Governaent sould not be sble
to noet. '.‘m'uhfnn‘mmuwm groundless |
uuucuuwm:mmtmmmammm
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ceetion of Taperiel /irweys (2iriea/ 1alted st - ohamoesbulgs
ia o'lunu sted the 1 th ‘ereh, Les o yroecies this
Sovernment suggesting thet hell the lergs hangsr ot Loume
\?Ot'-mﬂt’o;‘ by Geverascat st sirobl, so 8 Lo ailes 9 '
the Epnnilel Lype & cralt being (leen a8 Ie¥ & AL .
Neiretd, imes the jropeesd previsior of & han or by thim
mt st belrobl wes exclulod fres b sc ot ot

the wish o the Lewys Goverssent 1% \D-‘t‘h.l' tisl e recucst

m\*m\uut&__on!“&.

in o [urthe: letler, oted the .osd LBFTiL, b8

;7_:1 w o the boutiern sction ves re ampted tis reialstion
i energeney Landing growsds ot GALR amd avok, which eve
situated orf tie sein rovie fisusy - Bakuru - riveshs -
Sedpebl choscn by \he idvenge wrvey rarty belore the
cosmanceseut of he service, -ée siates A
gined 1o dsts deiswitel, lmdieetes et Metter sesther
conditions ere Layarishly expreisuoed whed rlying between
}b‘l-ﬂninﬂ by e .m?ﬂcm ctia asd
Serek, If it 18 desided to ol Gongety s cequest, ia

. tbe eveat of ssitsbls 1anding siftes delng available, the
espital expend ture w./_c,gpﬂu Linding proands st Terure
snd Saiveshe Sy preve to Lave dact lovgely wested.

8. 1 save sonaldered it sdvisshls to take this
q'.\”u of \nferming ; ou of e diitiouitios thal any
aride 1f the Compeny is samadttod to take up the ositheon
that every tine & shARge i Touls oF peiley is sade,

doudt for exosllent teshalenl or ¢oa wreisl eescaS, M_vh

2 entitied to make sobeteny Senanis dpon the Ler LY0FY

nes ’_‘,,_Wlld-hun eifect to i1, without

,,sﬁ“m-pdpuwwmaw.:
¥ -




———7
- 2 . | . \
.
'--nt.-u.bu-uuq-,mu.rn-um .
Isperisl oir roste, it sust be realised thet the long's
risangisl rescurccs are strietly lisited, ¢ nd cennot, 1
subait, be equitadly called upon te finsnce devel opnents
whioh were aever lx contesplation st the tise the
\ " extisting ng,r:ud wes eutered 1sdo. should be led,
provided you sec WO ob Joution, LI the setetange of tuls
despatoh osuld be comveyel e the Alr Counetl.
1 beve the hemewr to be,
sir,
Your sest cbedlemt, busble servast,

3. BYRNE-

10ADA gk Ao

[ ti\.
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COPY.
NOTES OF A MEETING AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE, NAIRCBI.
ON m JANUARY, 1933.

e et

PREGENT: His Excellency the Governor.
The lion.Colonial Secretary,
) ¥.-M. Moore, C.iu.G.)
The Acting Prinoipal Colonisl Secretary,
. Juxon Barton, 0.B.E.)
- The Hon, Postnutor General
Fitz er.ia 0.B.E.)
The Hon. Dlmtor of Pu 13 orks,
Mr. H.L,Sikes
The Director of Meteorological Service,
£ (Mr. A. Walter).

The Rt.Hon,Sir Eric Geddes, F.C., 6.C.B., C.B.E.
(cmu-u ,Tnperial Airays Limited).
Mr, Woods Bulp

Lincr:{ uannger Imperisl Alrweys
mite
lr. Reay Geddes.

R

sir Basil Blackett, K.C.B., K.C.8.I.
(Cheirman, Advisory Committec, Colonial

; . Development F

P

The Frivate Secretary.

e HT8 EXCELLENCY invited Sir iric Geddes to say
if there werc any points in connection with the development
"of the Imperial Air Koute which he wished to raise.

i SIR ERIC explained ktriefly the policy of the

0 W nphuum that the developient of an imperial
‘was of more importsnce then sctusl money making. In
&mrhl Aiﬂql hed sctuslly incurred sloss up to

mmﬁ An om%ﬂon the through Africe route.
. . ‘He/
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& .7 Mgreesent, but he could say no more then that.

.

.He ntutoh that under the agreement they were poing to
place seroplanes of the Atalents‘class on the Lsiro
to Cape route and wished also to supplement these :
machines with some of the Hannibal class. He believed
that 8- pessenger air liners (probesbly flying boats)

- would in due course bLe constructed rfor long distance
fligrts. Sir “ric maintained thet his Company was
fulfilling ell that they could be & sked to do under
the contract and that they could do nothing teyond. ile
‘maintained, however, that the Colony had et to improve
the Nairobi “erodrome to make it iit icr wachines
(Atalantas) specially constructed under the contract Ior
the tropical Africen houte. lie ;ressed for the rcllowing

* ymprovements:-

(1) Existing runway to be lengthened to 1,0 ¢ yards.

_(2) A second runway (1,000 yards) to be constructed
at an angle of approximately 60: ofr the first.

(3) Une circuler turning point et the end of the first
@~ TuDWay.

MR SIKES estimsted the cost of this work if
done to the present standard (murrus) at about £2,000.
If it were necessary to lay e bituminous sur;ace on both

runveys, this would probably cost a further £3,000.

MR. MOORE stated that before any further
expenditure were congidered he would suggest thst it
should be clearly stated whether there was & chance that

Nairobi would cesse to be an air port on the direct route.

‘§IR ERIC was emphatic in saying that Nairobi
nust remsin on the mein route during the term of the
Agreement. He could not speak as to what might happen -

H' _efterwards. le hoped Imperial Alrweys Limited could

continue to operate the route after the expiration of the

A

oo
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Asked shether he considered the construction

® of runways of surruas would be suitable in all westhers,
8ir Bric seid thst his experts (who howeve: were [lying
experts not engineers) »ere of opiaion that surrus runways
in !-1:-&1 were quite satisfectory, and be did not think
any furthercapital expenditure would becose nccessery
during the ters of the Agnumm, ut he could not
guarsniee this.

As the Atalsnts .aechloce @ wld stiortly be in
operatios over the Kenys section llis xcellency pointed
out that mo time must be lost 1. coaing ‘te s decision
and, i the-vapital gould be procured, 1h carrying out
the improvements Lefore the long rains, i.e. by the
M of ‘Merch.

1t ‘was decided to sork on the £.,0 0 cstimate.

84r &ric was emphatic thst the Lompeny could mske no

ok contribition.
> 0 A 6 - SIR BASIL Bu&.m on being ssked whether the
. o
‘“‘E‘w Colonisl Development Fend could help ststed that he would

undertake to recossend to his comaittee that & free grant
of £1,000 should be made end s loan of £1,000 on easy
terms. He thoughbt his recomaendstion would carry more

geight 1f » se contribution vas asde by lmperial-Airweys

\ such as the imposition of @ landing fee on pessengers
landing at loiivbi, but oir “ric strongly urged thst
-fenys, the first British possession on the route, should
.t do this. He favoured a royelty .n petrol, put this
His Expellency stated would not be tolersted in Kenys
Qt the present time. Both suggestions were. d'no'ppod

2 It/




Itiwes finelly sgreed thet the Hon.Colonlsl
should draft e telegres for imsediste despajon
the Sesretary of State asking him to nake s;plicstion




A ALULCO LULE 4V - el Wae
X Eric GeddesvuPrivate Secretary)

K

NAIROBE 8.1.%3%.

PRESENT: H.B.Sir Joseph Byrne,K.C.u.G.,&c. Governor of Kenya.,
Rt .Hon.oir Lric Geddes,G.C.B.,&c. Chairaen,Inp.Akrways.
gir Basil Blackett. Cheiraen CoiDev,

fund Committee..
G.5.%oods Humpbery. ¥an.Dir.Inp.Alrways.
1, Yonk-Mason _noore, C.s.G. Cclonisl Secretery.
T,Fitzeerala, O.L0E. FoieGo
H,L.Sikes. . Dbir.lublic Works,
Juxon Eerton, C.E.H. act.lrin.asst.Col.
seoretary.
Mr, Walter. Dir.uet.dervice.

 IN ATTENBANCL:

Major wells. Privete
R.i.Geddes. "

The Heeting took (lace at Government House, Nairobi,

end lasted from 11 a.n. to 12.45 pem.

{is Excellency, after asking that technical matters
should not play a part in the discussions, ssid that he hed
called the meeting togetuer to discuss the question of the
Neirobi serodrome, the condition of ghich Imperisl Airways
had reised as a qﬁestion of 1m¢eui§te importsnce. lis
Excellency then invited Sir bric to tell the .veting what
he (Sir Eric) hed told His uxcellency of the development of
Imperial Alirways, leading up to the guestion of the aerﬁdrome
at Nairobi.

: o 8ir Bric outlined t§e policy and aims of Imperial
L ALruays at sonmg length, and explained that the nain object
?éf{ii;jviéééfiii to convey personally his regects, end those

s to gh§ various Governors and Governments along
, and to thank the: for their support, and the
o confidence/.

il U R
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confidence they had placed in the oapany. gir “ric
sald that the Africe scrvice wes art of ap Eapire schene, -
y and by egreesent with ‘the Governuents uonurmd it had:
. Lo counenced with =8 hines .:.,lc"n yery used on the ani&,-.l.'ue—,'»
-and although &t the i::c'cy;'rticn m‘\ the servite dielocutions
7 eccurrd, ¢ & to .nsalisractory serodrofe cohaitions,
the service had cince Tun very rega arly, Wut et & los
i to the Compeny. e plso saild thet Le aid not sicn the
discussive to centre srounc the aprec aent, Lut wo thet had
veen sentioncd L€ felt tiet e cu ot te ,oint vut tuat
under t‘;\u g, recment 1t wes gonted, Letea tnut ned achines,
,,ur,(, jor tu tuosc used at airst, were to be trcupht to the
African route, having Leen designed syecielly for section C3
of tne route, waico included (wirobi. the first ol these
specislly desiyned 'vlanes, " italanta”, from whicn the
cless took its nane, #8s on its way bd;uwn at the moment.
'he ciuising steed was nipher t..n ) revious machines,
end this, together with tucir rrester weight, necess sitated
an improved runway sor taking-ofl and landing - whick
brought Sir -ric to the conc.cte voint of the Neirobi
¥ serodrome. ~t the mo eut, there was OLE TUNWaY, not long
enough for Atslantes, erd since tune machine had been built
according to the agree ent, for section C3 of the route, )
o Sif fric wes esking that the aerodrome be improved: a
request which be tiought justiried by the wording and
intention of the agreenent, which provided for the provisicn
and laintenance to the reasonable satis fection of the
Compsny of & landing ground at nanoh Jwing to the rapid
growth of traftic, ntalenta capacity wus no longer alone
suf/icient enough, end two new 'plencs of the Hannibal
size had been orgercd, which sl.:ou].d come into service
during the year. Hennibels would operate the service
from Cairo to hisumu or, as Sir Eric hopod, fron Cairo
to Neirobi; which agein brought hin to “the sane ae: odrone

ty g8 emomod the Anxontu.

8ir/




84T Eric ssid that he ssked 1 the tensicn
of the existing runvay, tre constroctl f B DEs , sid

1

the construction of two toming circles,

Ar, =oure sald tust as these laprovescnts e 3
be entirely for I.A.l. he sssu el thet AL sezursnce 1d
be given that there would be no questior ! Atiny

out of the route.

Sirsarie: Anything in the T ture e Lut | 1opnesy,
just ss Le could sey notuiny es t ng a:ter ti
the .present sgreement e.ter four yeers, tut e
that there wes no questiom in hils ind of utting Yelrotd
out of the service unless the Lompsny s s fcrcec o geing

to the condition of the scro:.rome.

. ., kr. ~oore rals®™ the questict ~f Z.rther fcnands: ‘
i
they hed spent a rrest Jesl of ney et Kisumu - wquld it be

justified, snd sould new refair lLescs te ncede 4 NI, wvods
Hgggrerz re;lled that ss lar 8s could ve foresecs the
scoomsodstion st Kisumy wes sdequate.

: To returm tu the .ain sul ject, _ir sric re ested
his request for the igrove ent U seirobl serodrome. !..%
suggested tust before it wa:s decided ghere the moncy sse

to coze fros, he would like to know Los auch the saount
rejuired would be. .r, Sikcs estimsted the figures es ! 1,30
for the nes runway, erd le.gtuenlng of the ¢1d .ne -  rovided
the present widib wss: adequate - and £J5 esch for the

turning points: Unless s bitumincus dressing :mc needed

£2,000 would cover the whole. ‘he bituminous dres.ing would

. emtail toc expadlh:-c £ wnotber £3,u14, but there nad been
no oon;laints frea 1. . staff sbout the surfsce, amd Casptain
Attwood did not think the drescing neccssery.

ACceﬁtlng those figures for the monent, H,E.turned
: ' to/
TR A =N\

e ——




\5

- ," -

to the question of where the money wss to come from,

Kenya Colony hed no money: Although they welcomed the
development of the line, they could not providc ther funde,
could §ir Bssil help’ 5ir Basil thought the Colonisl
Develojment und could and would see their aay - slthough,
of course, be could not comiit the Treasury or uis
committee - to rroviding the sur ~required, but they would
not be plessed if in, say, one or fwo years, a [urther
request was cede for money to ray for the bituminous
treatﬁert' further, he would feel rvore confident in
atproachiny his Com 1ttee 1if ke coul . name possible or
definite wap in which the interest and emortisation of the
loan could be served. Although egeinst the idee in
principle, he ‘suggcsth & chsrpe on |as:tengers entering thé
volony, or a‘ul.m-g:‘: on Imperial airways, which they could
recoup by cxtra duty on ihe petrol sold on the aerodrome.
H.E. said that any e:(trg petrol tax was out of the question,
and Sir Eric saw no reason why I.A.L. should be charged,

when they had slresdy ex ended so much money on the fleet.
An increase of the fares by such en.emount as 2/6d wes

suggested, but Bir sric said tnat if the traific would

bear an extra Q/Gd. that would alrea‘dy be charged, with
gpe Gompany making a 1oss qlal;g‘ﬂ.een route

o the suggestion that mac ing harges ?e ncreased
o o6 i@_s_ ;g;ig_m;gherx replied that the fees already in force

uened in excess of the U K, rates in force at Croydon,
which wes the ssximun as statcd in the /greement. H.E.
Autresnné the urgency oi the nmatter, since the rcm would
stc:t m Apri&., and i ,{ 515 required two “iontht for the

B
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Mr, “ogore suggested inut the Covernment had .
not been informed fully of developments, but were provided
with a 'fait sccompli’ - finisnhed aircreft which necded‘
speciel recilities.

sir Besil said that the british taxpayer could
not stand the whole of the advance, end repested his
request that 1.A. should help kenya Government: oir -ric
repeated thut he saw no justification ror such 8 call on
I,A., who hes fulfilled the letter of the sgrec cnt, and
in the spirit of it, es he saw it, 1.A. were to rrovide
the Air equipgpent and the Governments the Ground equipment:
By helping Neirobi aerodrome in such & way, he saw the
Compeny saddled with the provisio: of gerodromes 8ll
oyer the world. vir kric added thet any cherge on
passengers or freight'anounted to charge on l.A., why
nqt charge small machines who use the runvay, for it
jg their tail-skids which would tear it up very nuch more
than I.A. wheels.

' H.E. §ill this £2,000 finish the demands:

sir Eric. There are four years left of the agree-
ment: we want the serodrone fit 1or Atalantes 10T four
yesrs, and nothing more within this sgreement’

Mr. Juxon Barton. The msintcnance ol the serodrome
was £125 last year, and will be £250 this year. (wing to
the urgency of the natter, it was ggreed tnet & telegrem
should be sent to the Colonisl Office, saying that Sir
Basil was prepared to recommend the schenc tO his committee,
and then, if sll went well, work would be finished before
the rains. ) ‘

H.E, ssked whether otier services - customs, _

“sraffic srrengenents, and so on, were sstisfactory, end

1t was replied that no conplaints had been received.
To/
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‘ s 6 i ’ »
“To g.-locgg's question ‘sbout infection
¢tron Tellow Fever, for which theconditions werc very

fevoursble st Hairobi, ir, Woods Husphery perlied that

the Cosyany wes in constent touch with the wuarsntine

posrd iu reperd te such questions.
ro close the pr‘oce,cdim;s, H.o. thenked iir “ric

end oir Besil, the former for nis talk, end tne lutter

for his ¥ romise.
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u..i‘rwhl.ux [ls
M. Wu ng

My,

i approve your Pf

pEANieIOn in the &8

g
b : . and the nine following yeer: “
g ﬁ’ il .
\ ment bytnnnuitis:‘ f £§123.5.100.
A

f heve, 8lC.,

(Sad) P cuuuFFe-usTER.
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Whitehall Al
Telophone No.: XisBulik 1234. e \q

Any reply to this letter should be addressed to—
THE SEOBETARY,
TREASURY,
WarTesaLL, Loxpox, 8.W.1,
and the following number quoted :

$.34609/07L/%. way, 1933.

Sir,

1 the laid befﬁ?é the Lords Comuissioners of
His Majesty's Treasury Mr. Flood's letter of the 27th
’\h>2 April 1999 (5L58/33) and the accoumpanying copy of &
/”/// uesputdﬂ from the Governor of Kenya regarding the method
of repayuent of the loan of £1,000 from the Colonial
Levelopnent Furd approved 0y freasury Letter of the 26th
January L9v3 for the iwprovement of the aéfo@rome at
Nairobi.
in reply I am to request you to inform the
Secretary of State that My Lorads concur in nis proposal
to approve the Governor's recomnendation that repayuent

should be wade DYy ten equated annuities of £123. 5.¢10.

each starting in 1934.
Copies of this letter have been gent to the
Crown

The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.

. e




Agents- for the Colonies and to the Secretary %0

the Colonial De#elopment Advisory Committee.
I am,

- 8ir,

h Your obedient Servant,

R V_//..Jﬂy"ﬁéj
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5163/35 Kenys.

1 am etc.-to refer to the

DRAF[. W "'"\/
;) fottor from this Office of the 9th of

THE SECRETARY. 3¢ ‘,@,/,
TREASURY - )4
’ February enclosing & COPY of &

addressed to the Governor of

: despatch

Kenya inviting his views on alternative

methods of repayment of & loan of

@@EI,OOO from the Col

¥ ~ Fund for the improvement of the
x

S N
%0 aerodrome at Nairobi.

(" .

onial Development

2. 1 amnow to enclose, to be
laid before the Lords Commiss ioners of ‘

59/ P/a/ the Treasury, & COPY n£~'.thtﬁaiomr'a
’\’ M reply, from which it will be ohservod ‘
W 3 that he prefers to adopt t.ho mot.hod

1, \*'*

= of rmmt; by equated mmif.un

 bommencing in 1934.



3. Subject te the comourrence - - )
of Their Lordships, it is proposed
uwr,u..mm the
whove metod ip appreved. &

v

© 1 am, ste.




GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
NAIROBI, '

KENYA.
WECE vV
Qgﬁmcn 1953.

17 APR 1953
LOFFiC:t

Sir,

With reference to your despatch Lo. 6l

of the 8th February, on the subject of assistance .

-~
:4:0///“ granted fr"om the Colonial Development Fund for the
£a improvement of the aerodrome at liairobi, I have
the honour to inform you that of the alternative
/\; methods of repayment of the Loen of £1,000 I would
= prefer to adopt the first, namely repayment by
. equated annuities.
2, Subject to your obteining the concurrence
of the Lords Commissioners of the "reasury it is
proposed to meke provision, in the Estimates for
7 193} and the nine, following years, for a sum of
£12) a.nnua.lly.
@ I have the honour to be,
\{r Sir,
- $ Your most obedient, humb rvant,
, ; 7
GOVERN%EGAD" Bt
A
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE , .
MAJOR SIR PHILIP CUNLIFFE-LISTER, P.C., G,B.I., IL.C., M,P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE cotonms, - i

DOWNING STREET,
LONDON




