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BEPORT OF COMMITTER 0L UNEMPLOYAENT.

@ The Hon. The Colonial Secretary,

The Committes appointsd under terms of your letter No. LUN.2/18/1/146

of the 4th January 1934,
"To undertake an investigation of the present position of
unemployment, and to submit any recommendations that it may
consider necessary or desirable
have the honour to submit the following report.
2. The Committee consisted of the members of the Uremployment
Zxecutive Committee appointed in January 1931, viz:=

The Hom. The Postmaster General (Chairman),

The Hon, The Director of Education,

The Deputy Treasurer,

The District Commissioner,

His Worship the liayor of Nairobi,

Col. the Hon.C.G,Durbam, D.5.0.,
with the following ‘additional members !~

The Rev. J.F.G.0rr,
The Hon. Lir.Hakam Singl, and

¥rJA,R. Cockar,,

3. It may be of convaenience t¢ review briefly the events leading up
to the appointment of the Committes.

The first effacts of the current period of depression began to make
themselves Vftlt loeﬁliy towarde the enc of 1930 and public concern was
exproased regarding the volume of unemp! oyment. In consequence, a representa-
R a
tive Committes was &ppointed in November 1920, "to report 'on the unemployment
situation in the Colony and to advise on meesures which should be taken to deal

with 140, The report of this Committos was followed by the appointment in
January,1931, of a amall Executive Cormittee o carry into "8ffect the

following recommendations of the original Committee;-

(1) Aesist degerving unemployod to rgburn to country of origin
if there was reasonable hope of “obtaining employment there.

‘(2) Assist in placing unemplnyad on the land by payment from
" Govurnment funds of 8 small monthly allowance, the fermer
providing board end lodging.
In addition, the Executive Committoe maintained an unemployment

register ang aﬁ;‘uvourad in every way it oould to place uhemployed persons
L B A in iaa

&



in emplcyment.

a During the three years that the Executive Committee have
been functioning, i.e. up to t}xe end of 1933, some $70 persons had
registered as unemployed, the highest number on the register at any
one time being 227. ) The total amount of Government funds disbursed
by the Comitteé.in the three years on essisted passages, allowance
under the Farm Scheme, etc., ‘amounted to over£6,000,

Towardq the end of 1933 thers were indications that the
situation had improved and by that time the combined records of the
Executive Committes and the British Legion showec¢ that the number of
registeraed unemployed was dowm to 64, some of whom w'e:re admi‘.terﬁy
unamployable becau;e of 84ge or other causos.

Doubts were, ha‘wever, exprespod &3 to the accuracy of these
records, and f‘ollowix{g a debate on the subject in Legislative Council
on ths 5th Decembor last, Government, in order that the exact position
might be determined, appointed the present Committas.

4. At our first meeting on the 7th January, it vas decided that
the best method of obtaining as complste informaetion as possible as to
the incidence of unemployment would de by giving the widest publicity
to the mppoin%ment of. the Committee and by urging all unumployed ‘persons
to register.  Accordingly, a notice was publighed in all newspapers -
mrcﬁnn and’' Indian = in the Colony, and large posters containing this
notice in the following languages:- v !

) English, ! 2 RS
Gujrati, -
Urdu,
Gurmukhi,
were. exhibited at all Post Orfices and District OI‘!"ices. The notice
was as follews:— ‘
‘.vaernment hes appointed a Special Committes to
investigate the unemployment pesition in the Golony .

In 4,
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: . AInﬁ,-é?Qer that the Committ ge may obtain reliable
- ‘iq}bm{utiqu in regard to the amount of unemplcyment and
: .80 bo in' & position to frame proposale for dealing witn it,

: At ds dmpprative that_eyery dnempleyed person should
3 ot register as farly as possible,
7/ Thoge in Lairobi ang District should register with 1)
0 ai 5 ] 5
Bgcr‘ts,‘ry, Unemployment Executive Committee, at the G.P,.0.

Hﬁ}lfob&y between the haurs of 10 a.m, and 12 noon on week=days,
Those 14 vin, oﬁgg’._ie hairobi shoulq register with the near=

o8t "ia‘h‘in Comrissioner,

The Committes desire to impress on all concerned that
rqgistmtim Yy the unemployed ig required only for the
Purposevof ascertaining the unemployment position,

GeP40u, Nairobi, T.Fitzgerald,
24th January 1934, Chairman, Unemployment Committeg."

The refsrence to the fact that registration vas requirsd
only for the purpose™cf ascerteining the unemployment pesiticn
was specially intonded o alluy fears which were sald te exist
thet registration mignt - cag < deportation,

5, Because of :-. . +@ pudlicity which it received, it isg
reasonable to assume thet “very unemployed person became aware cf
this notice,

6. Unemployed have registerad as followss~

Huropeans.

hiale, 98

Fomale. _ 6
Total 104.

Non=Buropeang.
Asiens, 201
Seychelles. 24
Goans &
others, =35
Total - 240,
© Buropeans,

7. &gpexgdix I conteins a detailed analysis of the incidence
of mﬁployu?;xt among Eurgpeane.

Be From the 10;1 r;gistered, the following should, it ig
tonsidered, be deducted in order to arrive at a true indication of
the situation:=




Number.registered e vea €3 & see e 104
Deduct s . -
(1) vnemployables becausd of age
or otherwise D 7 N 3

(2) Arrivels in the Colony during
1933 and 1934 and in respect cf
whom the Ifmigration Authcritiss
are H lding deposits ... .., ...

w

earning not less than

~par mensem ... S . 7
(4) Pensisners or property owners
who are in & position to maintain
themselves ... .., .. 19

Total...

Balance.

Note 1.  Of this balance of 62, 10 ere of foreign birth o,
5 " parentagay:

Note 2. above catesgories 1 - a . vsrlap.

9. At will be obsarved that of the number who have regi-tered
(vizs 104), 73 fall within threo classes of ocecupation, .vizy=
Agriculture, e w

“Metal workers, ..,
lerks. & e

16. The number of registered uremoloyed in the age group
20 ~ 60 years is 86, The number of aqult Buropeans in the same
age group, eccording to the 1931 Census returns, is 11,718, This
gives an unemployment incidence for the group of «73%.

Non-Europeans otlgr_ggg_ﬁ_fgg@l.

L1l. Appendix Ii\i,gantains ab datai?od analysis of those who
rogistsred under the agovg head. It will be noted that the total
number amcunted to 240, of whom the bulk was of the artisan class
and connected with the building, t‘;-axdu = tho number of masons alone

e

being 96. Few of these Poople havd readrves of anyv kind and thore

can be little doubt that there is distross amongst them, 25 have
. . : expressed ...




RER O ¢ Uy
- 5 -
A exproseed s desire to be provided with assisted passages tr India
7 and a further 15 alsc desire assisted passages if werk 1g r
‘;. v =% forthcoming shortly. The existing Executive Ccmmittes wil with
: ihe cases of these in due ccurse, and it may, in the circumstzroes,
e
“be taken that 200 whempleyed Asians will remain on tne registar.
Taking the age group 20-60 years for non=Burcreens &
A : ”th‘;‘ following figures emerge:-
Registerecd unemployed. niwd ©
Poyuléti:r, according to 1631 Cenads ... v1,098
= arn unemployment incidence of approximately lik.
P PR T Africens.
12. Y. - The numbar of Mfricans who registercd vas 58. These
.elmgst antirely conelatsd ‘of house boys and motor car driv
' o @Jg&h.
d . 13. 1In,the l’ight o!‘ the foregoing figures, for beth commurities,
“ The Comﬁtee conaldsr that the present positi E nfeveuratie
or such as to ca.llé,fpr uceptioual nea s They fulily app iat
» erned, that, but fer E
the pesitior might well te serir
z So lo&;g. however, as that agtivily cqntinues and previded the :
im‘ﬂgmt;o}} lm‘lé.&}'e strictly admiristered, they are of opinicr that
e 13 ¢ g s
no ,aﬂvqrsprchange A8 likely to take place.
o ] i  ];4. A B.l,:g‘jeady observody. the great bulk nf such unempl vment as
’ exists éﬁbng fhe non'Euer‘can community arises from depressi 1
o ¥ #
= the;bui}@iﬁg 'trade. The decision tc proceed wilh the building -t *r.
i . nowjgl.v Cau’!'#.s has afforded appreciable relicf and the 60 would
- ibtx‘or__lgl} urge upon Govarm‘nnmi and the .airobl municipality
v olla.;!)&'a.‘to in B !’m{lding programme which waula ccver, say, tne next
" - .'I_t?fComittoo have in mind such work as cannct, 1ir ar;
4 Vi ;‘
% e
£ unemployment ...
3 . » : ’ 2




unemployment ip N&irobi', but reference to Appendices I and I wil. sho

that 67,37 anq 88.3% of Buropean .and non~Buropean unemployed, respee-

tively, are resfdent in Kairobi,

15. 'Aft‘er‘d_ue c_orﬁ:idemtion of all the circumstances, we

recommend :

(a)  That Government and the Nairobi Municipality collabora‘e
ina building Progremme dpread over the next 2 or 3 years.

(B) That an 8ppeal be made to business hcuses contemplating
the erection of new buildings or other works to commence
work on these ag early as possible,

(¢) That the Farm Scheme be continued,

(d) That the System of assisted passages for deserving
unemployed who desire o return to the country of origin
be continued,

(8) That the terms of Becretariat Circular No,21 of 1931,
relating to the employihent of married women whose
husbands are ipn regular amployment, be sirigtly observad.

(f) That the Immigration laws be strictly enforced.
A

On behalf of all)
mambqra of the ) T. FITZGERALD,
(‘-omm?tteex ) (Chairman)

Neirobi,

o #th April, 1934,
o®y F




QAT : ' LPPENDIX T,
\/BEGISTERED OCCUPATON. (Abridged).

oA o | 'Not . | Agricul-| Mining lgtal . Wood [_Rﬁlway Profes- | - Storo- | Misnel= Total
. o b stated,| tural, | . and | workers.| Textiles.| and Building | Commsrce. an4 sional, |Clérical.| kespers.| hndous. | Registerad
» 5 v —— occupa=: [Quarrying d Farni - Trede, Govt. em- Unemployed
-y ~Jitions, ™ ture, S ploysag. 1
. | F. JIFe | M| T, ¥ [T, K. [F. O ENN R O PN N TR - e F. K. F. | Mo F. M. |F.
Cause of leaving previous employment s '
Not stated or no previous employment , 1 3 1 111 I 611
Dismissed. 1 l 24
Left of own accord. . 4 r 2 6 1 2 g2 \ 13 |-
Retrenched - Staff reduction. ) 10 ] 1c 1 21 4 i 9|2 3 = 1 42 13
= = Completion of work. 1 8 1 . 3 4 i 111 1 . # zg 2
“ = Bysiness failure. 2 4 | A =
» -1 2 |- 1)~ 81 - [ 2= 1] - ' 1z |4 300 I 98 [6
! “
' 1 3 1 | 12 . I 6 12
) 6 1 3 | 1 1 ! 13 |-
) 1 2 2 1 i 6 |-
X ) 1 1 1 1 : i 8 |-
' 4 6 1 i 1 1 ! 13 |-
4 2 1 1 1 i 9 |-
- 4| 2 2 101 1 2 {1 i 2 |2
4 3 1 i1 1 3 i 4 1
T 5 1 1 1 7 3
& A . 3 e 1 . 4 j-
3 : ' v 2 |-
1
Sli=129 |- 1] = 28] - 2| - 1] - 5 - F 3 [1 '4L"“ - 211 124 1T 4 |- 1| - 98
District of Residence, - ’
Mowbasa, 1 3 ¢ 1 5 i
Ngirobi, 14 1 21 2 1 5 7 (1 1 <, ] 103 3 1 66 la .
Kiapbu, | 3 | ] ’ ’ 4 |-
North Nyeri, | 1 | 1 i_
Kejiado. 1 ‘ | ‘ i [ | 1 -
Naivasha. - 1 1 I ! i | 2 i:
Nakuru, 2 2 2 . 1 [ l L
Uasin Gishu, 4 i L e
Trans Nzoia, 2 | | 2 -
North Kavirondo. 2 i 1 1 ’ 5 1=
Kisumu - Londiani. 1 - W
-2 |- i1 - 28 [ - 2 | - Vi -1 51= 8|1 e 2] 1 12 |4 4 - 1, - 98 |6
N‘fg of arrival in Kenya. v
Born in Kenya. ' 1 2 b 3 2 141 1 11 11
1898 ~ 1899, 5 + -2 2 & 1 4 |-
1900 - 1905, 2 2 |-
1906 - 1910, 3 2 1 2 1 8 |1
191 ~ 1915, 4 3 1 1 1 1 1 18-
11916 - 1920, ) 6 E 7 2 101 2 181
1921 ~ 1925, 5 1 Js. z Sy ¥ 2 : b8 12 16 |3
1926 + 1930, 5 : 6 4 1 4 1 { |-
1931, 1 : ' 1 2 (=~
1982, ; : 2 1 o=
1933, i) Ykl j 1 1 [ af~
1934, " ? ! 1 T
2 = 1] R J 9B |6 |




® ; ‘ e “ o TREGIS QCCUPAT16NS . ; . ‘
BTN & s e oo »> ‘ : .

. yEm o=y LT o o) 2 L I - ):2
.= » s ) - ) ) ! .
§ - ; Not Agricul- Mining Wood o Railway | Prorhs— 10 =
- steted. | tural ang Metal ‘Textiles.| ,and Building | Commerce, and sionel, ‘{ Clerical.
~ occupa- Quariying.| Workers, ?’urpi- Trade. Govt. em— W langous.
i tions. tures T - ployess. ¥ i R T
> i M. IF. M. | F. L. {F. ¥. | F. M. | F.. ¥ | F. M. |F. M. LT, ¥. |F. V.| 7. ‘im.i 7. M. | F. M1 F. | M
&}'tematife e@lnzlmem}:gus ired. Z i £
Engineering, ¢ 1 3 1 5%
Building Trado. 1 1=
Motor Drivers. 1 1
Commercisi and Clarigal. 1 2 1 2 2 1 & 5 4 1 12
Farming = Coffea. 5 o | 5 -
o - Sisal. . 1 | 1 |-
" - Stock & Dairying. 1 - 1 4=
™ - Ceraals. ' -t -
" ,~ General. 3 1 1 1 6 =
Miecellansous. d 1] 17 L 21 1 ! 1 5 5 4 2 1 5 1 3 1 & 1
1 = 29 = 1 - 28 = 2 = 1 = 5 # 8 1 4 = 2 1 1z 4 4 - 1 - 98 6
Davre of Jeuving previcus employment. g
ot statedor no previcus employment. ] 3
ks Prior-4o 1931, 3 1 1 1 b
- ;/igal. 4 2 L 2
1932. 2 7 1 1 1|1 1
Janugry = barch 1933. + 3 2 1 2
april = June 1933.. & 3 1 =X
July -~ Sgptembor 1933, 4 4 1 ‘R
GOctober - Decamber 1933. 4 I S 6
Japuary - Fobrunry 1934, . 7 b 2 R [ B L 2 1
1 = 29 1 = 28 = 4 1 5 = 8 1 4 ot 2
Deetitutic ’ ! O f
Gete oceasionml joru. 3 3 1 ;o1
Earning board and lodgirga. 1 2 |
Pension or small private meuns 3 ! 5 1 1 3 2 11 1
Working for small wage. 2 2 1
Living with ralatives. 1 7 1 5 2
No moans af suppert, 6 1 7 1 |__ ¢ 1 2_| 1
I |- | 29 = 1~ |28 | = 2 ENE - 8 |1 a [~ 2
Suitability for Employment. T 3
No information evailable. 1 4 1 1 7
Unsuitabls - Physical or mental infirmigty. 5 1 1 1 | 8
- - Criminal. . o 1 1
B = Unreliable. 1 1 1 1 4
Limited oxperiencs. ‘L5 1 3 1 2|1 1 1 N S B U
Experienced. " * g 11 19 1 4 5 3 1 1 3 2 84
Proved satisfactory. o )3 4 . B S
“ s P I e poeah gy 2 |- L= } s5]- 8|1 e -7 21 - 1] =[98
Civil Condition. i T ’4 %
Merrieds PR L 14 ! | 1 2 4 4 1 | € 2 51
8inglé. : S RS § 12 | 1 jw 12 1 i 3 3 2 6| 4 2 1 44
Widowed . = 3 e 3 1 1 1
Divorced. i ; H + - i 2
: - - . ' |- 1= 1 - 8 (1 4| - 211 12 | 4 4| - 1y - 98
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" EUROPEN REGISTEREL UNEMPLOYRL . AEPENDIX T (Gentinued).
’ REGISTEREL UNEMPLOYEL

DESTITUTION. (Abridged),
. \
T T Gets occa- Pomnun or [ Living with | No mears of 5 Total o
g A sional smll pri- relatives, supporte Rogistered \
,. | _jobs. __vate moeans, e b | Unomploycd,
M. [ I T . TR M [F. M. | Fe
Number of Dependarﬁt_l—, ‘ { i
| It
|
None, 9 8 15 3 21 2 16 71 S
1 1 / 3 1 2 il 3 p UV £ Sl
] 1 3 1 | 1 @
3 1 1 2 | 1 3
4 (Total = g1), 1 i i e w
6 2 1 3 i)
. ’ 1 U
9 1
& N S
26 4 4
S Y- I

v Countr! of B;rth. ) L, ;

Britisgh: born in United ngdc:n. 3

Irish Fres “Btate.

India,

South Africa.

Northern Rhodesia,

Kenya,

Seychelles,

Noew Zealand,

France,

o
HEND 90N S
i

Por 0TS « South Africa,
. 3 Kanya.
Germany,
Greede,
Sweden,

o
]




Number of Dependants.

None.,

(Total = 81).

©RVopw

EUROPEZN REGTSTERED UNEMPIOYEL.

APPENDIX I (Conttinued).

( Abridged).

DESTITUTION.
" | Gets occas’ Earnm‘F” " Peneion or | Working f;‘__—Living vith | No means of [T Total ﬂ
sional Board and smll pri- small wago, ralatives, support, Rogigtered
| _jobs. Lod ’”‘_‘35_-..___!9‘2139_3”_"- e = S | _Unemployed.
M. i F. K] F 1 F F. M. ]‘F
A |
}' |
9 8 15 13 21 | 2 16 7 |5
1 3 2 | 1 i 3 10 1
1 3 ! i | 1 5 1
1 i3 2 1 5 ~y
1 | 1 -
2 1 3=
] 1 1 2
| 1 o
— _,_i;-__ S Y S N VI et S SR MELIUN: 5N
= = 2 |4 J T |2 22 |- J 95‘]'6 :
[V Seu N ] e B N A S

Counfrz of Birth.

Britigh bcrn in Unitad ngdc:n,
Irish Freo Biante.
India,
South Africa.
Northern Rhodesia,
Kenya,
Seychalles,
Now Zealand,
France,

South Africa,
Kenya,
Germany,
Greede,
Sweden,

Fo rli.mo;go

Mple. = Female.
59 4
4 -
5 X
7 Ky
1 -
a 1
2 -
1 -
1 —

Ll S




~—~ABIATIC MALES.
District of Rystdsnca.
Mombesa.
Nairgbi,
Kiambu
Fort Hall.
Neiversne,
HNakuru.,
Tegin Sishu.

Gaie cr
Eirns [
Punsicu or prirate woeuny,
Yorking fur ez 1) Wi,9,

living wivi rovatives ¢

io meana of cupypory,

Qg Ll

1 By ploymoyd
No in{ﬁ_ mtion,
Unduitable - Mrtaltly uqa
. Phveically infir..
" " = Unrelieble
= Limiteg' sxperiensu,
Erxpopienced,
Proved eatisfactory,
* -

Mo. of Depondent Cpildran,

onc.

(?ota1= 258)

B U W oy

Country _of -Birtk.

Indie,
Kenya.
Mauritiusg
Saygholles,
Geug

% N i A
ASIAN REGTSTHRTD UNEAPLOYED. .

RGISTERED OCCUPATION,

S

o

=i

Lot

w

—

-
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-—-\___h___.‘_\_
4ge Groups,
Agd. | Numb or.
v
Y i5 - 19, 3
20 - 24, 31
25 = 29, ] 27
30 - 34, ' 41
35 = 39, 40
40 = 44, ! 34
45 = 49, 15
- 54, ’ 16
~ 59, | 8
60 - 64, 4 13
* 65 = 69, #4
70 - 74, 2
75 =19, B e
80 - g4, 27
~ 85 - g9, 1
- Not stated, 3
( 240
i
T TS

T e
Date or arrival in Kenya.
Year. ] Number,

1890 - 1899, 12
1500 - 1904, 5
1905 ~ 1909, 11
1910 - 1914, 17
1915 - 1919, 18
1920, = 1934, 17
1925 - 1939, 10z .
1930, 30:°
1931, L ¢
1932, 8
) A 9
== 'igu. i
Born in Kenya. 1
Not stated. 2
e
240
————————
¥
@

AP va IX l‘g (Continued ).




&E@ IX g (Continued )e

{Abridgea Y

=
5
o
@
~
o

—_— : ;
4 4ge Groups, Date of arrival i
e —————_ TOP% ____N___k__.vﬁ._“_@y_a‘\ﬁ_
dge. Numb er., Yoar, ! 8.
15 - 19, 3 ],§90 ~ 1899. 12
20 - 24, 31 1500 - 1904 5

85

i Net

- 29, ! 27
- 34. 41
- 39, ] ! 40
- 44, 34
- 49, 15
~ 54, ' 16
= 59, | 8
= 64, o 13
- 69, 4
- 74, ) 2
- 79, 2
- 84, z
- 89, 1
stated, 1
240

) N 1905 ~ 1909
1910 - 1914

2915 - 1919

1920. --1924,

- 1925 - 1939

1930,
1931,
1932,

S TTT193a,
Born in Keny
Not stated.

a.




