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Nr.Jordan renews his application £ar ' emn Loyme n¢’
N and requests that falling this he MAY be given
certain financial conceseions.

The Governor agrens that he ie debdrred by
reason of his age from emplayme:t under any
Colonial Govergment.

Would you consider the other question %
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ir, Jordan 1s grovwin- cigel an ' coifee, e LaBy
spperently, some 420 acres or ci:.l tnd 1CO scres

ot geffee anc liis proper ezjukle of consider-

: able development under Lo ops.  srom what

source does Y, J6rdén ho .& acle to finance”

such 1urtuer development?
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The Right Homourable the Secretary of State
for the Colomies,
Through The Hon, The Colomial Secretary,

A I R 0B
KENYA COLONY,

8irta
Further to my letter,which I mote should have been

forwarded through the GeVermment of Kenya,I shall be . )
grateful if you will .n-idor the following:=

Plaleav

I am the original Settler om the Yata Prentation
(Shere are omly two) whérs I have been for fourteem years,

T obtained a soldier settler famm here by arrangom et i
and unqult\y spplied for adjoiming lql; as the nxtqlo
soil tor eoffee,sisal or stoek wes om ‘h Cn- lw'
the permanent water was on the soldier ootp.” Larme T |
considered there should be mo Mn.uy in ..cﬂ.‘ tive
aa1t 108 m as half c-n%nmo of “J’mm
land ‘& Tor white ..m-.o P8quired pionesring.

1...':1.- of asttling .o Yats with Iqub i

8 mc up and disposed of by the @ecisien that \ho Area

Awg & *-*
Y was PAFE of the "‘1-14. and Teseryed for White aotﬁ.-ont. "

,‘.' \

Other ‘mx,un-.'u' .u.i.uo guuma-m which ¥
have forgotem but Tlitak 14/ ud, 56 done gunbrg1 tn-

.ntmoum tm the Secretmry of s*to «nd ¥ condidered the
< ﬂ.lk of plvtlu I00 acres of goffee on the sandy soil of

the soldder settlement farm was mecessary although it suffers
more from drought and needs more feeding tham coffee on loam.




Eventually Mr.Mortimer of the Land Office informed
me he did mot think I should get the Grant unless I proposed
something which would vesor1¢ e Govermment. A, a result

I worked out the first scheme for watering the Yata by
mesns of a furrow from the Thike River; imterested some
friemds experienced in sissl and with them saw the late Si
Robert Coryndom, He said he had just beem emquiring what
could be done with the Yata,and had received mo useful
suggestions,

He considered the sclysme we had put up a very attrae-
-tive one and,but for the provisioms of the Land Ordinance,
19I5,would have allowed us to proceed; as n\'u,ho said
he would see what could be dome, He died shortly after,

My subsequent mistakes which arose through being too
careful of the interests of those who were helping me led
to a delay of some years,but grants were agreed to in 1929
though with a clause restriocting the gxswih land to growth
of fibrous plants only., Govermment has simce agreed to
delete this Clause when payment cam be resumed,

When the slump came I had plamted 400 acres of sisal
and finished my cash, Although the sisel is ready to sut by
using small machines,the price is still below cost,when,as
in this case,the machinery has still to be pulthased,

S8isal 1s,0f course,going through a bad time but it
is almost certaim that,with the ald of science and inventiom,
it will recover in a few years on a wider basis,

The Yata is capsble of an output of over 50,000 tems
per year,

with coffee the diffieulty has not so much beem low
prices as the persgistent rumn of bad seasons with reduced and
inferior output,as one bad seasom means twe bad creps. Quite

what two bad seasons eoomsecutively will mean we are mow teo

learn,



In Qrdu that the situatiom as regards coffee growing
here should be umderstood,the following notes seem necessary:e

Coffee Arablca tc .:g to have been introduced into
Arabis frem Abyssinia in the éth.cemtury,A.D, and to be now,
in general,grown umder irrigatiomn, (See records of the
Botamical Survey of India) This (after I300 to I400 years)
surely proves that coffee grows well umder iyrigatioms Om
the other hand,we kmow from statistics that over 60§ of the
coffee grown under matural rainfall omly,is inferior in
quality,also that the country where it has been grown longest
in this way, i,e;, Braszil, produces the poorest coffee,

In Kemya,where the rainfall is light (25 to 30 inches)
the soil in gemersal is less acid than whem the rainfall is
high,also extreme soil uti&ty is cbvcry serious prodblem
as regards coffee growing.

See Bulletim ¥o,I of 1980 Department of Agriculture
Kenys Oul:n.dn Journal of the Royal Seciety of Arts for
November,3rd, 1933,and & paper read Dy Willism Nowell, C.B.E,
DeleGe P 1.8, Director of Amami Agricultural Research Sta-
=tiom,

Both papers show that Coffee roots barely exist im
soil more acid tham P.W, 5,20 while between P, H, 5,50 and
P.HE, 7.0 the reots thrive,

As far as I have had tests made tlo-lod Losms of
the Yata give P, H, values between 5,80 snd 6,30 which is
very satisfactory. ‘

There has been no soil survey of the Yata as far as

I kmow and the amalysis that I had made was unsatisfactory
owing to the soil having been sunbaked with resultant loss
of Nitrogem before it reached the soil chemist, 8till the
quaniity of fine and coarse sand were found to be well
within the limits of a loam as defined by sSir Eqward Russell
and the soil deseribed as similar to seme of the coffee
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soils of Domyo Sabuk and Ithanga.
It is obviously m- to that of Ngolive,IO®Fmiles
. dissant,which all suthorities agree is a good coffee soil,

The Humus contemt.here“und at Ngoliva is also similar,
here w. there 9,08, The hmums contemt of the sandy soils
here is quite different,being 2,08 to 3% enmly.

There are many thousands of acres of this Red Loam
scattered over the Yata,which would be agcessible if the
district was watared by r.?u'..

The value of such soil under irrigation would be in
normal times frem £20,0,0 per acre undeveloped up o £I00
m scre under permanent crops, F

During the last few years all my proposals for ralsing™
money mob; turned down,and the gemeral result has beem
not 0 kmow mth to month how to get W the next

s labourers xnvt lpl to %‘il ux w
le it'has been nnouuv to shargs a‘hﬁo :
- the résult that thoss who wished te

: .,.;; —:ow’. ‘stealous D,C, and tfotbio ensted] Q

; "' : \ én not to ¢ any urimlhgﬂ' QM* k‘ ]
P hvoyviatou o grounds up te the time
T e

I y-; rog proposals ?br building a dem snd plan
" 100 seres of ceffee-on the loam moil where' it sould be ”’ﬂ*

A g
~gated; but W"’ only guumuo &D jqon M
3 4

‘economic ru o
It hu..au t“ ,ubn‘y Khowh u.t

Y . 0—!..:”10‘ . ! " ery seriou
; Qp’ B ctvepstenirir, he ¥
VAB—- ' 4 - 1 . \

1t all as unhealthy

and not & part ef the Hyghlands,
:‘ e Commisaion teok me evidence on this point from

v , nu.bﬂmi éoncerned and any sich desiston would be
-

fo faots tor,ath the mxmmpktzmm exception of
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two nllq"'.lhﬂc few other parts,the district is quite
healShy when ordinmary precautions are taken,while the hills
near what would be the Town site and whieh would be the
mm quarter for town residence are not only healthy
bt have s delightful ﬁm:o.

A careful study of Available topographical maps
will,TI believe,convince any engineer that there is omnly one
first class rallway route between Nairobi and the Coast,also
that this route passes through the Yata; 1t seems,therefore,
to be inevitable that & railway will some day be built here,
and that unless the district is developed there will be &a
dead haul of 300 miles which will be equivalent to a per-
-petual tax on nearly all the inhsbitants of Kenya Colomy
and Uganda,

I believe that the only raece capable of saving this
situation 1s our own, After what I wrote to the Land Come
-mission on the subject of combined power and irrigation with
water from the Tana,it seems necessary to say it is gemerally
realised that something must be done to educate those natives
who live in dry districts to use water for irrigation and I
believe that taking the water out of the Tana anywhere below
its junctiom with the Thika and using some of it for this
purpose would mot be opposed to larger development schemes
on that river but would in reality prove to be the first
step in making them possible as the educat¥on of the natives
in the use of water is of paramouni importance.

If the recommendetions of the commission are carried
out 1t means the end of white settlement in thRs dlstrict
after grants have been made for that purpose for there can
be no railway until the preseant Uganda Rallway eamnot handle
the goods, (at least a generatiom) smd consequently transport

will always be so expemsive that it will be impossible to

raise the funds for development,also making it much more
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diffieult for me to recover from the setback of bad times
and n..nu: I having to raise money for further development
to Nuvor}tlh,vnlo you will undoubtedly be building om

my work of showimg how tho"gntrict could be developed by
uun.u" the water Ih;‘oh you will be utilising in sueh a way
that the distriet will not benefit as it should and,as far
as I can judge,T shall mot bemefit at all even if some of
the furrows pass through my land,

I need to remember that I have been fourteem Yoars
trying to get land to develop and that as regerds gemeral
purposes I have only got to the stage that it 1 promised me
if I can pay smounts which the seasons and times have made
impossible,and which future preppective events would seem to =
make more difficult still,also Englishmen do mot like free
gifts and benevolence forced out of them and when circume
-stances make the -vouinoo of those (ﬂ‘tn and benevolences
necessary we dé mot w‘n Oo expect M.

mm.u—-cmnxroumclmmy-um
to try and find me employment elsewhere, wm-uyu
possible I hope it may be possible to refund the sums I have
paid for rents,ete,,snd to take over the improvements I have
made on the farm and in the district at an agreed vdutim

I am, Sir, i
Your obedient Servant,

2. {v.}uf..o



@irriouit for me to recover from the setbhek of bad times
and M: T having to-raise money for Turther development
to nmu}m-,ﬂno you wil]l undoubtedly be building om

my work of showimg how the district could be developed by
utilising the water which you will be utilising in sueh = way
that the distriet will not benefit as 1t should and,as far
as I can judge,I shall not benmefit at all evem 1f some of

the furrows pass through my land,

I need to remember that I have been fourteen Years
trying to get land to develop and that as regards gemeral
purposes I have only got to the stage that it is promised me
1f I can pay smounts which the seasons and times have made
impossible,and which future preoppective events would seem tq n
make more difficult still,alsoc Emglishmen do mot like free
gifts and benevolence forced out of them and when circume
~stances make the avoldimee of those gifts and benevolences
necessary we dé mot know what “to expect next,

Under the oll—nt'lu} I feel that I can only ask you
to try and find me employment elsewhers., Should this not be
possible I hope 1t may be possible to refusd the sums I have
paid for rents,ete,,snd to teke over the improvements I have
made on the farm and in the distrioct at an agreed valuation,

I sm, 8ir, i
Your obedient Servant,

7. /r-}l‘-.)



