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Perhaps tne uﬁi;’{gly of Stute snould see

the letter from s:r J. Byrne wni-on arl.e ..
As regards thae u ‘cusations, we v seen
local Press cuttiugs. Miere may bLe juestions in

~

tne iouse but as a Commission of Inquiry nas been set
up there 1s notulng to be done till we get its
report.

Vitn regard to the atLitude o1 the ZYected

Members, one has to remember -throughout that woat
they will agree to from their point of view and what
they expect from the soveruor are two widely

. ¢ P
different matters. Trey are wi-g =nough to see ¢
tnat if a fully repres=sntativ= ‘omwmission is
appointed the Governor :annot overlouk the Indians.
But they refuse to "countenan'» g representation.

The ézfin will no douot Lizzle out, but

1l 18 ratner amusing to find that tne <uropean

Unofficials on ..xecutive Cou.:1!l have - when they

get outside - t protusgt

tnst woet tney nave

agreed to in . ..acil.

el
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GUVERNMENT HOUSE
MNAIRCBI

KENYA

% UCTOBER, 1936.

sir,

With reference to your despatch No. 582
of the let august, 1936, regarding certaln allegations
made agniust Chief Njiri of the Kort Hall District, 1
heve the uonour to inform you tiat this particular
matter was not deal®t with by the Commisslon appolntied uo
1nvestigate sbusee in the collection of Non-Native
Fsll Tax and Native Hut and Pcll Tax, beceuse the events
campleined of cccurred after tie Commiesion nad visited
Fort Hall. the allegations wers, nuwever, reporied to
Government in Jyne last, and have beenr ths supject of a
very :xhaustive investigation by the District Commissioner,
Fort Hall.

2. 1 enclose fer your ianformation copies of
+he complaint received from one Koranje wa Mwangl, and of
reports by the District Commissioner and District Ufficer,
Fort He11, Ire Provincia' Ccmmissioner iz of the
opinion and i agree, hzt lue accusabions against Ciuef
Njiri himself are quite unfounded, auc tnat ia IcEpeci
of his son tiiey are at least doubtful. Action is
pending against the latter, the result of whnich is not
vet avallable.

™

1HE KIGHY HONOURKBLE
W. URMSBY GORB, P.C., k.P.,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STREET,

LONDON, S.W. 1




P

S In the course of enyulries, 1t appeared that
e leauman, subordin.te to Ch:i-*% Njiri, by name of
Wamiari, uad 1n tre past accepted brives 1n connection
with exem,Tionk ana on L1s own adwission in one case
hac ustitempted to entorce th2 payment of tax by a woman
apo was a £1uv cubject f01 exemptlon. 1his headman has,
in corgeyuenue been dismissed from lis poste
4 in regard to Crief Njiri, the Provi-ncial
Cammissicner, Central Province, writes as follows:-
“My personal =xperience of Chief Njiri
dur lng nearly three years at kort Hall
wes that he wus a good cidef, thoroughly
loysl to the Government, deeply respected
by his people, and thoroughly disliked by
the disloyal elements of the locatiom to
which Karanje we mwangi appears to oelong."
1 see no reason to disugree with the views
expressed by the Provinclal Commiseionel, and do not
conslaer thnsat any furtner action in the matter 1s

rocesgary.

1 nave tue honour to be,

S1r

s
Your mnet oredlent,

humvle servant,

\
_5",
H Lt 7

BR1GADAER-GXNEKAL,
GOVERNDOR.
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Copy.

/0 B.C. 80X by,

Nairobi
Jone 18t. 1 3¢
To the Hom. ¢.5 Provinclael Comuissicrer,
Cent;il huvifl e,
Nyeri.
Sir,

You =sy reaember that the Taxation Commission of
Boeuiry on herdsnips and abuses in collecting taxes in the
Native -Reserves visited and neld its sitting at Fort Hall [
io hbr}u‘i HQ&' A great nusber of the Akl taxpayers :
in Chisf Njiri's lcoation émlnﬁlng r women,brough }
cased ggednst hia before tie Qoeaissiom. The cases sgainst |
the Chiaf were corruption and pthér forme of dribery wich |
he used t5 take 4p order to recoseend poor Women and rich |
men to be exempted. from paﬂng !ﬁgﬂ; Poll Tex; the |
following taxpayers gave Chief Njiri their mo uw it
to Government for thei® Yaves. Wien le tepk hold of the
money he did not pay it to Govermment, but'he reported to i
the Goverament that they hed ‘died. They therefore were
canoelled from paying thair taxes. Those who were repar ted
se dead are now registered sg:n to pn{ their taxes, becau-
ss they took ection ageinst the Chief before the Taxation
Commizsion. Their nemes are ac follows:- }

’ “-lugwuh e Eraparted do fead,in sl
. @ wa Wen, repor a8 deed,is alive
e gut not regiat;red 19 36)

—

5. Gichuru wa Gakunyi ( ditto )
4. Wangari wa Nyaitire ( vomen )

2, When the Commission was ‘nnri:f evidence at Fort
Hall, Ohief Njiri threatened witnesses with
reprisais saying that when they go back to his location
he would punish them. On April 1%&,19}6 the District
Gfficer Mr. Kennaway, informed Chief Njiri that he would
come to his location to collect taxes. When the officer
arrivéd in Location, the C:ief arrested tnntg one persons
and brought them before the officer, telling him that tmey
were disobedient taxpeyers.The officer fi tiree of the
accused without allowing thes any seans of defending
themselves. He fined them sks.10/- each on the top of
thedr ordinary s, and ke ordered that the rest of the
sccuzed should be brought bsfore the Native Tribunal at
Kigumo, where they were fined shs.2/- each.

The reason wky Caief took action against the

Je ‘
accused and caused thém %0 be whils they were !
;hnr tu:;t is because some o{%u%t’ﬂ“g 1
b bery cases against his. e the. atio
cm!oy The following are the niéwes of tnoa‘mcuseg
‘m who paid their taxes in fill and the amount of

y vaich they were ordered to pay by tae District
Offlparnﬂmrc an was collecti {ne t Chief N
Location lut”Aprll‘ e § ot Chief Njiri}

Shs.
1. Gitundu we Kimere 15
L ERTED
. L 2
EI ngot . Kanuhia - ;
7. DMwangi " Kaguru 2



8. Kamiri wa Mschuris
. NMathen " Ng'un's

8 Hagaci.u,u Mutonyi

1 Kieru wa .but

< Karanes " Mau

;. Hezekla Xanyawa

4. Kaglciri wa Kar ui
b Runans ws Munyoro
t Kare e wa Ua!gu

/. Gitukvl we Hagstine
b Kiragu we Kuna

4+ Jamuell Gethwars f
<. Kimwere wa Mwems &
<1. Ngunjiri wa Nsenga ¢

4. When the D.0. left the Cri £ ¥ iri's Locstion e r=turied
to the Fort 'Yell Bora, and wes replaced by the Distri.t
commissioner whose Carp was et Ciief Fzuben. Thi.iru,son of
vhief Njlri, now Trip-l Petatrer, took Kahare wa Gatuiku(ian,,
Wangarl wa Maine, Ryaniugu {poor cid widows) and ask~d thea
lor their taics for the yeer 1uic, The wer handed over to
Thingli v ahs.13/- and both thece w1 dows handed cver tc hiam
12/- each. He told them thet e wovld take the money to the
Di-trict Coamissicner. Whe TARr,iry and the taxpayers amived
st the ©L.C."s comp Thingdr: dig ot ive the wcney to tne

D. . He orly told .ne D... tn:t {.s & serzo s were coor and
<ept the wonay for .ja-eif.

5. When Hul Jcunter wss making re ords for texpavers rar tue
year 1y5u, ne inforwed tue foruwer tnst widows wno usd teeq
exeapted frow paying tue tex wold not re lisble for tweir
taxes in 1% %. The foilowir, widows wno neve reen exespted

in previous yz.rs sie now veing asked to pay tneir taxes for
this year iu spite th. fact that thev neve been elready
exempted owir; to t eir poverty.

1. Nausi we Gitneri -<. vacnambi wa Npwwbae

2 Nyanlia we Naungats 23 Wnnfiku we Nouwba

3. Mugure we EKscharis ‘. ddiire es Hams

- Wembui ws Gathinjt 22. Kugure wa Hama

g. Wanjeri wa Ruchuhu 26. Munjirm wa wmuriwt

. Wanjiru wa Wambo.o 7. Walthire =z Kemau

;. Wamgsri wu cacane <. Nyakisge =z Kirege
¢. Nj2ri wa Kungu ¢y Nyasmbura wa Kirere
Y. Wanjiru wa ksara 5. Mugwe wa Waitiini (man,
iC. Nyakibibi wa Kago S1. Ngahu we wutonye "
11. Wairimu wa Kaniarm $¢. Ngatu we Knngu "
1<. Wangul wa Gitonyo 5. Keamenju we Xurias "
15. Njeri wa Njau Mukuru Sy« Gikandi wa Mucniru "
4. Vjerl wa Kirayu 5h. Kinanys ws Tnitn ¢
5. Nyamohe wa Gacnutat J6. Karanja we Njomo
lt. Wanjaru ws Kawmuhla }j. Kagwe wa Gacneye
l(. Mathirs ws fagure 4U. Magothe wa Njuguns
16. Wamgari wa Kagure 41. Kahubii wa Maina
17, Wanjiru wa sinyanjui 4<. Nyoko wa Mwangi !
20. Wairimu wa Kinyanjui 43 l{rara Walthaka 1
21. Wanjirvu wa Muuge 44, Gichigal we fiano

Some of tiese wo.en were taken to Chiet " ipy'c .ouse ancg toe

other tc his Sub-headren's, tney were b-uter g d far-ed to
spend the night away frow their homes. Wner tnece widows
were arrested three of them had toelr lothes taksr off by




-

by Machsris wa au1l, ths Chic['s wessa,-~r and were left in a
state of nudity. When the widots sare under Chief's custody
one of thew sold ner dsughter to ¢ wsn for tax noney .

b.

ag Texpeayers of _uief Njirl's Locetion would lice to
Know the reago: why the Government nag introduced stamp tax
which we are not n{lowed to buy st culet Njirl's Lecatlon,
in spite the fact that when tax stamps were intréduced by
tre Governssut tsxpayers were irformed lust tney would be
2ble tc buy thes and fix these staups o~ census cardg until
thsy et sufilci-nt sianps far tue  tsx.

Also we gould like to <now tue :=.son wny Government
fines taxpayers sne. fney i.tend to pay tuelr taxes. Does
Governuwent r-aiise tngt we tuxpayers are poor to ve as«ed
to psy double taxes wdtuout censidering tue poverty of the
people?

Hr, we dewsnc thel sa impariisl and l.ae:iste eanquiry on
nardsnips snd oclestation wolch his Ma) sty's loy#l
subjectis 1 .ve suffered throu. n yuur oificers snould te
set up. We will be yrateimi {f ven #3501 ve -ind enoruh tc
favnur us with s replyy

Sir,
Ycur obedi«nt servunt,

S5d. Farany- wa kwangi

TOroaad onoovedsss of Caief “jirl's taxpeyers.

The Ho.tne Cuisf Native ~omuslssioner, \airovi
The Ho.the Rev.Archdescn: Burus, .«.S.Nairobi
The Kikuyu Ce' traj ssocistior,r U, 8ox 5 . Nairobi



Cu P y.

N/

Dictrict CunivaBoiones,

rort Hall.

Tne ronWProvincial Commise lener,
Central Province, ! yeri.

TAR COLLLCTION- CSOMPLAaILT oY fatnloa Wa
MWANGY VEKSUS CHIA) 'JIKI.

Ref. your lNo. FIN 5/3/64 o1 1OUh June, 1536,

.

1 farwarc & report mede tc me by ki Kennaway ,
Lietrict Officer, wha hus tpel many days patiently
anu carefull, 1nvestigatlng wWire complaints contained

in Karanja wa Mwangl's lette. to you ol .une lst.
complaints wer  made I tnls man «iter the
pt of '1s sctter uers, o L.oBe Lave also been
Fellaps you

1iry snvestigated DYy w.

sire to see i

uiries dur.ug
tlo L time, I
few enyuiries

wuilng tu tie

Bog -

lnperialilg V181U
L. pellaway W.o 1. alv
wnich ne s 2t yeuv Leen

sbeence 0l =Zlme

LeLESE sl Y
S Tie only investigation tnat 1 perconully rave
Le the U . women mentiuned 1n sub-pars.

wade !-iates

2 of para. 5 of Karunja wa kwangl's setlel. Hdie version
o' ibe matter is very distortec anu mailellub. These
tm v vomen mave T:elr complelnt to us, anc L went into

1t tefore 1 «new anyt.ulng avcutl natanja's lettere

(<) I rust eqpluin tue' ealsy ais year 1 gave
strict instructlone to all tue Uilers toat no Women oe

in any way wulested d tax coullectlon, =nd that Lhese
inscructions alsc appsl te tneir property i1 tuey were
Widows. I .is0 informed tne Cuilcfs that action agiinst
a wldow wio was able %0 pay tus tax but relused 1+ 40 80
woula be carried out solely oy an Acdministrative Ul:ilcer.
Tyece instructious are senerzlly krown tmroughout tue
Reuselve today Dy tne people nuLliteds

.

(3) ir. nennaweay arrivea in Cnief NJjirl's locatlon
tn Zi.icct tue tax on the 1Ltn April last, «nu ne
returned to l'ort Hall oar:ing *the meorning of tue <2nd.

I arrived in Chief Ljiri‘'s lucailon during <..c af terncon
o1 the 22nd to finish ot: tne work of collectiuvu, and
auring the morning of the Z4th I left Njiri's for chaef
Keuben's location where 1 cunped for 6 days. un oy
arrival in Njiri's lecatien, I found tuat tne bulk of

the tax 'w.u veen collected by kr. nennawuy after much
trouble in overcaming a gooa deal of passive resistance.
There still remained about shs. 9,000/~ to be got 1n,
however, and I collected some of this during my suort stay
at Njiri's camp. On my departure !or Keuben's

(vhich is only a 1ew miles from Njiri'e calp) on the
24th, I instructed Njiri and his sub-heudnen to send all
men late payers who could 8till be 7ound in I 1ri's
location to me at KReuben's camp.
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() 1t wes towards.the snd of my stay at Reusen's
camp that the trouble comcerning thbe 3 women ogourrad,
but I did not know anything abowt it until after my
return to Fort Hail., Sub-headman Ngure upder Chief
¥jiri had instructed all thome heads in:hie axea to
bring late payers to him., A thom head named Macharia
-wa Bui knew that the three hueia.nﬁa of these three
women were temporarily absent froam the location and had
net yet paid their taxes. He found the three women,-=
who are -all guite young fone of them was only merried at
theé commencement of this year),- working in a shamba,
and he guestioned them about their husbands' whereabouts
and whether they had the money far thelr taxes. The
women merely became defiant and he could get no useful
information from them. He then told them to accampany
bim to sub-headmen Ngure. This they were unwilling to
do, but he forced them to go with him. The young bride
I have mentioned above was particularly reluctant to go
to Ngure, so Macharia caught hold of her shuka which she
was wearing ov her other clothea. The knot became
undone and the nﬁﬁa fell to the ground. S8he readjusted
her shuke immediately afterwards. . The chief point
sbout thie is that she was not reducec to a state of
nudity when her shuka fell, nox dia Macharia intend to
take any of ner clothes off "her; the other two women
did rot experience any trouble at all wiih regard to
their clothes.

(5) When this party errived before sub-headman Ngure
he immediately reprimanded Macharia very severely for
having molested these people, explainlag the instructions
that I have given about women, snd he allowed the women ‘ to
return to their homes. This action of Ngure's is freely
acknowledged by these women.

(6) The women ailess that when they returned to the
shamba on the following morning, they found that some of
their implements, &c. which they had left there on the
previous day, when they went off with Macharia, had been
stolen, They then proceeded to the Tribunal Centre at
Kigumo, which was close by, and interviewed John Gaksgbo,
the Tribumal Clerk. (This clerk, by the way, is not on
friendly terms with Chief Njiri, as is well kuown). Their
chlef complaint agoirnct Macharia related to the Joss of
their things and they desired to take a case against him.
The shuka incident was mentioned by them to John, and
they also informed him that Macharia had slapped their
faces. John referred the matter to Mr. Kennaway a short
time Jater, snd the women eventually came to Fort Hall.
Two of their husbands came with them, as aid Macharia,
sub-headman Ngure and the Tribunal Clerk. Bach of the
three women complained to me that she had loat 2 pangas,
1 axe and 2 string bags, all said that they had been
severely beaten by Macharia with a stick and the young
bridge mentioned the shuka incident, admitting at the same
+time that she was still wearing other clothes when the
shuka fell from her. John Gaboke said it was .all
nonsense for them to say that they bad begen beaten by
Macharia, because all tney told him on the followimg
morning was, that Macharia had slapped their facea. John
explained that even if Macharia had slapped their facea,
they were not really hurt by him. It was perfectly
.obvious that they had afterwards beem ®"put up* to tell me
that they had’ been beaten with a stick. Some mischievous
pérson apparently also endeavoured to get these women to
toll\ne that oné or more of them haa alsg been raped by

P s - Macharia,.ces
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Macharia, but they and their husbands very wisely did
not menticn a wora of that very obvious falsehood tc me!

(7) I found that Macharia, who is not a Gpvernment
servant, of course, had acted wrongly while thinking
that he was assiating his sub-headman. I «lso found
that the women had not really been hurt by him as alleged
and while it was true that his action in taking them to

_8ub-headman Ngure had resulted in the loss of their
_property, I could not, in al Ahe circumstances of the

watter, make him pay o'umie,nz tion, Now, with regard to
this prioperty, I W gatidfied that some things had become
lost, but I did po Believe thdt the women had éach lost
exastly the sgm¢ kind and number of things (2 pangas, 1
axe and 2 bags Howeve:, after sending the President

of the Appng ibunal to these women's sowass to make Aousis
enquiries about ,their alleged losses (he failed to prove
or disprove anything), I gave them the benefit of the
doubt, and I paid edch woman Shs. 6/50, being her own
valuation of 2 pangas, 1 axe and 2 Dags. Bach woman was
algo pald an extra She. 5/50 =s compensation for incon-
venience, &c. caused to her. This settlement completely
satisfied ine women, 8lso the twc husbanda who came here
with them.

(8) 1 dwell at great length oa this particular matter,
hecause the facts are very different fram the lying
statement made i Karanja we Mwengli's letter with regard
to it.

3 There are three other matters that I know about
personally, and I shall deal with them in the following
3 sgb-paragraphs.

(1) Parg: 3 of Karanja wa Mwangi's letfer.

Mr. Kennaway in his report deals with this
particular paragraph, but I would add that the men listed
as No8. 16, 17 and 19 were only arrested as tax
defaulters and brought before me for trial after my
arrival at Njiri‘'s camp which was on April 22nd. They
were young men who had failed to appear befoare Mr.
Kennaway . They promptly paid their taxes to me, but
I finded them Shs. 2/- each on the 23rd. for "failing to
appear before collector®, -under Section 15 of the Hut and
Poll Tax Ordinance (vide my Cilminal Cases. Nos. 114,117
and 118 of 1936). That they and the others in the
list concerned were fined merely because some of them
annoyed Chief Njiri when the Wehb Coumuission was here
ie just 8o much "moonshine®. A number of otner
defaulters were prosecuted during Mr. Kennaway's and my
safaris in Njiri's location,

(2) Para: 5 of Karanja wa Mwangits letter.

On April 23rd, 29 or 30 fairly old men, including

Nos. 30 to 44, were Mrought before me at Njiri's camp.
'!'hlcy ‘had been arrested as tax defaulters after Mr.
Keuneway's departurs om the 28nd. On the 23rd Ir -
convigted a nymber of young men, but Chtef Njiri pat in
a specisd plea for the 29 or 30 old men. He asked me pot
to take ‘cames against them then, becouse he knew that they
would be able’‘te pay ﬂ;eir taxea 1f given a few days' grace

1 s o
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These 0ld men were 211 lined Ly welore me ana they alec
asked for a little time. Loet of them had money of
varying amounte wiih them but not suf: icient for tneir
taxes of Shs. 1%/- each.  Nouc o uiem asked me :or
exemption, and I agreed to give them extra time.

(3) Para: 6 of Karanja wa Mwangi's letter.

Since March 28th, no less than 14,700 kodi
stamps have so far been sold at Kigumo, which as you
know is near Njiri's locatiou. Many of Njiri's
people have bought 8tunps thers, and no_one has been
prevented from purchasing them. What really happened
was thie: oz the morning of the 23rd Njiri informed me
at his camp that some people Who bad sufficient money
for their taxes were atill guing to Kigumo, wanich is 7
miles from his samp, to buy kodi stamps, thereby
wasting everybody's time at that late hour when tney
could pay their taxes im cash immediately. I thea
instructed Njiri to give it out that late payers should
not waste further time hy going off to buy kodi stamps
but they shou.d bring their money to me at once.

4, O With regard tc Karanja wa Mwangi's final
paragraph, I regret that I cannut agree that he has
proved himself to be a very loyzl subject ofthe King.
He wilfully refused to obey a lawful order made to nim
personally to appear before Hr. Kennaway to pay his tax.
Mr. Kennaway wes then forced to have him arrested, when
it was found neceseary to try nim and 7isne him Shs 10/-
I need s2y no wore about him at this atags.

(Dgd+) v.0. BHUMAGL.

DISTh1CT CUlLiklso IONEE.
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e T co P Y, District Cormisaioner®s Office,
Fort Hall.

13th Jnly, 123§

The District Commissioner,
Fort Hall,

I have the honour to report that I have
investigated as many as possible of tne allegations
contained in Karanja wa Mwangi's letter of 1/6/36
addressed to the Hon. the Provincial Commissioner.

Investigations into same of the allegations are
8till incomplete owing to the absence of various witnesses.

The investigations have been extremely lengthy
as there has been much evidence to take.

Ref. para. 1 (of the letter referred to above)

It i8 true taut a large nuunber of natives of
Chief Njiri's location came to kort Hall to give evidence
before the Webb Commiss ioun.

It is certainly true tiat throu out tnis
district many natives have been entered in the 1936 Census
Registers who, for a varying number of years previously
have not appeared on previous Census hegisters.- This
was because the Chiefs, Headmen and the populace in
general have always looked upon the Registers as being

-8olely Tax Registers, and that therefore a large number of
ersms have, year by year, been omitted from hegisters
previous to 1936) because they had previously been granted
exemption, and were still in such circumatances as would

warrant exemption again.- In 1936 however, strict
instructions were issued that all living persons must be
included in the Census Register.

In consequence & large nuwsber of natives wex=
written on in the 1936 Census Hegister who hau not been
written on for some years previously.

It is true that same of the people now re-
registered were, in old registers. shown as having been
reported asa "Dead." This is not the first time that
8Such an anamaly has came to my notice, and I have
invariably been told that they peruon was exceedingly old,
or exceedingly ill- or both. To a large extent Chiefs
rely on information supplied to them by Heads of Ituras,
and many of these latter are extremelly unsophisticated, and
I bhave formed the opinian that many of the reports that a
native is "dead" arise from the fact that the Head of the
man's Ityra has sald "dead" meaning "bedridden" and- to all
intents and purposes as far as tax is concerned- tney are
"dead,"

Because of the special strict instructions
issued this year, all these people have or.ce again been
entered in the Registers- not because they took any part
in bringing any accusations agains8t Chief Njiri,

-l




~ Of the four people mentioned in Ksranju‘'s
) letter (para.l) not one of then makes any allegations
of any sort againat Chief Njiri. They are all in
the area of Sub-Headman Wamuri (to whom I shall refer
later) .

Ref. paras. 2 and 3.

The 21 persans referred to were all able bodied
men.

They were not, as implied, prosecuted as soon us
the Officer arrived at Ghief Njiri's camp . No charges
were made until tAx had been collected for 4 days at
the camp- (with the exception of No. 1 om the list wk to
whom I shall refer latee

The 21 persons named were not the only ones
> prosecuted, nor were they all prosecuted at one time.

That the persons referred to all paid their
tax and costs when prosecuted, seems to indicate that
their failure to pay tueir tax before was merely due
tb passive resistance.

No8 2 and 3 on the list were fined 10/- each
beeause they had beentold to appear before the collector
or to send their tax money and they had failed to do so.
They were both able bodied, and comparatively intelligent
natives, of adeyuate meand to have paid their tax
promptly had tney wished.

No. 1 represents & aifferent affair. Chief
Njiri reported to me that there was a man who was
encouraging the people to delay in the paying of their
taxes. I instructed Chief Njiri to call for this man
to appear before him at the camp, and when he came to
bring him to me in order that I might talk to him (I was
aware that he had paid his tax.)

Subseyuently Chnietf Njiri reported tuat in spite
of having told him to appear the man had not come. I
therefore had the wan (Gitundu) arrested and brought to
me. He freely admitted that he had not obeyed Chief
Njiri's order to appear so he was prosecuted under
Section 8 (p) Chapter 129 Laws of Kenya and fined Shs.10/-

I can only trace one of the 21 (Noe 9 Nathan
Ng'ang'a) as having given evidence befare the Webb
Commission. He gave evidence against Headman Bamuri.

Ref . para: 4.

This matter is still under investigations as tar
a8 Kahare and Wangari are concerned.

There is no truth whatever in the allegation
in so far as it concerns Nyanjugu. She herself admits -
that she is the inherited wife of Njama wa Kanyire, that
together they only paid 1 tax, and that tuis year Njama
took thedr money to Chief Reuben's camp, paid, and got the
receipt.

In the register the man, Njama, is shown as
having paid tax this year.
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L It'is true that most of the persons named have
been: ex: t&d in one or' more previons yeara. Quite &
number ‘of them are now in improved circumistances and might
reasongbly’ be expected to pay- in fact elwwen of them "
have already paid their 1936 tax.

this year.

Four of them had already been exempted in 1936.

Of the rest some will certainly be exempted
They had not so far been exemuted pending

ascertainment of their circrmstances..

Many of those named have alleged that they

should be given permanent exemption because, in the past,
(when they first obtained exemption) they had given
varying sums of money to Sub-Headman and Heads of Ituras
a8 bribes to obtain permanent exemption.

These allegations of Erlbery were as follows:-

9 against Headman Whmgii '

2 " Head of Itura‘kmhiga. o

1 " chief Niiri . : : ‘
1 "  Headman Ngure. ‘

In all these cases there is much conflicting

evidence- especially in the chses against Headmen Ngure

and Chief N
that a pros

comments to

Jiri.. In none of the cases do I consider

o

e¢ution could be made with any hope of suctess."

As gregards Headiman Wamuri I have the follow ing
make : =~ .

g ¥’

1. While I dd not consider any prosecution 'ou{ld

2.
3.

succeed against him, I certainly feel that he
has in the past accepted bribes. N

He is an o0ld and rather itupié man.

He openly admitted to me in one qase (that of
No. 2 Nyandia wa Ndungata) that the woman was

a fit subjeot for exemption but that he had
tried to insist on her paying tax because he
wad bitter about the allegations made against
himpefore the Webb Commission by “these people.®

I therefore recammend that he be discharged.

None of the persons listed in para. 5 were beaten

or ill-hsed

para, 5 hav
. ra.

lﬁeraon that

in any way.

e allegations contained in sub.para. 2 of
e been dealt with by you.

Kodi stamps were on sale at Kigumo and any
wished could have bought kodi stamps there.
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‘1% intenticn of tax payers to pay their taxes
:ften somewhat obscure.

is
In the main the attitude of naranja ana the

ca, ority of the people he names nay be sunmarised as
JI..oWB:I -

l. Cuief Njiri, ana uis Headman, anu Heads of
liuras, have in the past taken bribe money from people
wanting exemption, and that now many of these payers of
-r:ices have been told to pay- that therefore Chief Njiri
2ic. are guilty of a breach-of trust-ggainet these
pecsle. R /

2. That thies year many applicants for exemption
were turned away by Cnief Njiri im epite of the fact
that the Headman and/or Head of Itura of the applicant
nsi stated that the applicant was a fit subject for
exezption.

5, That this year, tax collection was started in ?
~18f N4iri's location much eariier than in past years;
mat. in consequence, many people had not yet been able X
o get all their tax money ready anu yet were prosecuted
“.r Laving/late with their tax. 3

e O

»

As_regards 1 above:-
(a) The insinuation that Chlef Njirl etc. have
been guilty of a "breach of truat"™ to the payers
of hribes i8s of course not a matter tuat calls
for any comment.

(v) If, in fact, the paying of bribes to Craef
~jiri etc. to obtain exewption nas been 1nculged
in the past, it is high time that the pajers of
the btibes should be told to pay their taxes (if
they are not fit subjects far exemption on the
grounds of age, infirmity and povertiy).

The payers of bribes. wnu the population as
a whole do not seem to appreciate thnc fauct that
it is a8 culpable to ylve bribes as to receive
them.

Ihe wuuie yu=stion oL oribery, by the peopls,
of Culefs, Headmen, etc. (in counection with tax
collection) was salsed before tue tax Inyuiry
Commisgsion.

As rogards 4 above:-

I fail to see that tuis is cauee for complaint,.
Chief Nyiri, as being in charge of the whole
location, might reasonably, not always accept tue
word of his Headmen and/or Heads of Ituras and
decide to look into thecircumstances of applicarnts
of exemption himself.

As regards 3 above:-

It is true tuat tax collectlon was begun at
Chief Njiri's location earlier tuan 1n past yeurs.
However I cannot accept the ilnsinuation that
the people of nis location were tauken unawares
Tax collection at Cnief Njiri's locutlon diu aul
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/begin

till 16/4/36 and it was well known turocugnout the
district that tax collection had begun in January this
year. Further, no very great number of persona were
prosecuted and these, with very few exceptions, then
peld promptly enough (not only their tax money, but
also costa)§ which would seem to indicate that there
was no actdal difficulty for tnem to get the money,
and that thay had not pall prior to being prosecuted
through sheer’ atqgidity, laziness, or by way of pasgive
resistance, rosecutions for ncn-payment of tax
wére made till 2/p/36 (after tax had been c&llected
on the uyn 16/4/36 to 1944/36 inclusive).

i
(Sgd.) N.F. KENNAWAY,

District Officer.
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FIN.4/5/1/586

The Hon.Provincial Comnissioner,
CENTRAL PROVINCY, WYRRT,

TAX COLLECTION ~ COMPLATHTS BY FATAUJA A MWANGT
VERSUS CHIKY NJIRI.

RO‘- “ No-mei/ﬂ/l/lﬂ of 14th uu.Ly. 1388,

I forward herewith a second and Tinni report, dated
2nd Augnst, which has heen submitted to me by jor. Yeonaway .
We have, ginoe that dats and until a few days ago, been
investigating the allegations that Cnior NIIrd threatened wo
take reprisals against the people whe eppeared before ths
Taxation Colleection Commission and that he reeently sttsaptes
to have Karanje wa lwangl bewitehed. 1 shali deal vith these
particular allegations later on in this letter.

0f all the mumerous complaints investigrted by him, Mr.
Kermaway finds that he oould, as presecutor, bring only two to
Court. The complaintes sre against Tribel Policeman Thigiru,
who 18 a son of Chiefr Njiri. The complainants - Kahars wo
Gatuiku and mondo'nnarinm.tm-mmpponwby
vitnesses who do mot contradict one another, zid it is for this
reason that jir. Kemnaway feels that he could proseonte Thigiru.
At the same time, ¥r. Femawsy points out that the two cases
are weakened from the prosecution point of view by the faot
that the third complaint (that of Nysnjugn wa lumbe) against
Thigiru was brought forward on entirely false premises by
Karanja wa kMwangl. As Karanja has made so many false charyes,
it is possible that thess two complaints against Thigiru are
also false - each being a clever "frape-up”. liowever, it is
also possible that these complaints are quite genuine. s I
have become much pre judioced against aranja wa Mwangi and his

friends .........,




friemis because they have deliberatly lied or grossly 4aistor-
ted facts in so many other matters, | reel that it woulu be
iLmpossible for me tc try Tulglru ior wne offsnces rulerred to.
In the circumstances, then, [ propose that ;T. -ennaway should
prosecute him in the 18t Class dagistrate's Court at Thika.

. Daring the lengthy ami exhaustive enquiries conducted
by r. 'ennaway accusations brought forward agninst 'ijiri
himself have ocollapsed. If his son has really been guilty

of wisappropriation or tax money, his sins cannot very well
be visited on Njiri. Thigiru has been in the ribal olice
for mamy years and he is not under {jiri's direct supervision.
4. ] feel that irchdeacon Burns and i r. Taylor, who farms
on the ‘inangop ’latean, know nothing about Chier Hiiri's
past history and I doubt whethar they heve any knowledge of
the origin of a difficult state ol affairs that has exdsted
in his location for the last 10 years. In 1936 g serious
intrigne was condnoted against Chief ijiri with the active
assistance of the "ikuyu Association. . man named ’etro wa
Wjungnna took a leading part in this intrigue. .r. ".G..;tone,
who was Uistrict Comuissioner here at that time, spent six
days investigating matters in Chier Hjiri‘'s location.
Subsequantly, the ringleaders including ’etro, were tried at
sort Hall and sent to “rison. The conspiracy was so serious
that lkr. .tone saw fit to insert a special note on it in the
Chief's Record Book for the information of his sucoessors.
Two excerpts from this note are: ™ie cannot hope that the
intrigue will now cease" and "The real and only reason for
this intrigne against Njird is that he is a ocapable and strong
headman who insists that his people shall obey his and
Government orders”. In his note r. ;tone also stated that
the deportation of ‘'etro and another ringleader was desirable.
(They were not deported, however, and on his releasec from
Prison Petro returned to his home in NJjiri's location, where

he 8till lives). I mention etro's name especially because

Be eoenen...



he is Karanjs wa itwangi’s father-in-law. Karenia wa Mwengd

19 a prominent supporter of the "ikuyn Assoelation and he is
2180 a leading member of the "ikuyu Imdependent Cimrch and
sohool movement in Njiri's location. This "Christian” ha: two
wives, Mary and ‘iangoi. liary is Petro’'s daughter.

6. Now, )ir. tone's fears that the intrigue against ljirt
would contime were justified, for !fr. J. li. silvester, Aeting
District Commissioner, wilits on the 5th ‘ebruary 1937:
"Unfortunately, the trouble between Njiri and the Mathanjiri
people still contimues and has recently been the subject of
yet another case. ................. Unlike many other headmen
he is a whole-time worker for Govermment and one of the reasons
for his wapopularity with the kathanjiri people 1s undoubtedly
the seal he shows in carrying out Government orders”. On the
19th April 1988, Mr. S. H. La i‘ontaine, when District
Commissioner, wrote: "fhe Mathanjiri trouble having increased
rather than abated, the Senior Commissioner and Distriat
Comuissioner proceeded to Kangare (Njiri's camp) on 28/8/27,
vhen the former warned the assembled barmsa that any further
disobedience would be punished with the utmost rigour. lHeavy
fines were imposed at a subsequent visit of the Asst.District
Commissioner, and his judgments being upheld by the supreme
Court on appeal, the"fitina® appears to have ceased, or
temporarily dled down®.

8. Mr. stone wrote another note in 1926 about a sahool that
was established near jiri's camp at Kangare by tle Africa
Inland Mission. Dr. Allen, of the ifrica Inland Wission,
reported to }r. 3tone that he had been forced to close down
this sshool because the native teachers there had refused to
obey Lis instructions and desired to conduct matters in their
own way. In lLir. itone's opinion, the school had been largely
responsible for the trouble which was then brewing for Chief
Njiri, fuel being added to the fire by the Kikuyu Association
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which was, of course, particulariy hostile to Covernmsnt and
sonstituted suthority at thet time. '[he building eoncerned was
subsequently re-openad as an Independent 3chool and it still
functions as suah. The people who are now maembers of the
"zdgpendant movement in Chief lijiri's location have always
supported the Kikuyu Assoeciation and since 19268 they have always
bsen bitterly opposed to lijirl, because epart from being a

loyal Government servant he has always been friendly towards

the Africa Inland Mission, which is the only missionary society
that has interesté in his location. ir. K. i.. Downing who 18
in sharge of the A.I.M. station at (:ithum, near Njiri's
location; was born in this country and he has mueh knowledge of
the Kikuyu people and their language. He has known Njiri for
@eny yeers. ! remember discussing Njiri with Jir. Downing last
year, before the present commotion about him commenced. lir.
powning toid me that he considered lijiri to he an encellent
chief. Frather Maraviglia, who has been in this Distriet for a
very long time and knows Njiri well, expressed the same opinion
atcut him to me some tine ago.

7. I lave explained the relationship between Petro and
Karenje wa Mwangl, and 1 bave pointed out that 'aranja is a
sipporter of the ‘ikuyu Association ani a prominent member of
the Independent Chureh and 5chool movement. 1 shall now give
anoiher reason why Yaranja and his friends are opposed to Njiri.
About a y=er ago, Karanja and some others applied for permission
to erect a chmroh and a school on the glthaka of a man in
Njiri's location. Kjiri openly opposed the application,
pointing out that if it was granted much trouble would result
becanse the site ooncerned was not far from an Africa Inlard
Mission school in his location and quite close to a C.VF...
school aeross the Maragna River in Chief Muriranja’s location.
The application was sabsequently refused by Government.

8. The githaka owner mentioned above is also a membear of
the Independents. / brother of his, named Thige wa “oti, and




s05€ f his Iriends work for ior. Taylor on his farm, and 4t 18
tzese people who mv,@ been complaining te .r. Taylor. kr.Taylor
apparently believessverything thai they leli uiam mbout Wjiri. I
4o not think that !ir. Taylor knows lijiri nor do T beélieve that
be has ever been in his location.
9.  #ith regard to the sllegation that Njiri threatened
ssrtain of his pevple directly after he had 'ﬂ;m his evidence
before the Commission at Fort liall, T attach coples of
corrsspondence that has passed between Archdeacon Burns and
mysslf. The beaxrded Fikuyu mentioned by Archdeacon hBurns is
Gitundu wa Kimere. This man was convicted and fined :hs.10/-
by Mr. Kezmaway last April (ses page 3, lr. enneway's report
of 15/7/88). Njiri stoutly denies having threatened any one at
vort lall or @# sending a message to Archdeaocon Burns. le says
thet nn matter what his feelinge might have been at the tine,
he would not have been 80 rash as to make threats publicly just
outside the offiece in which the Commission was thq sitting. lle
asks why his ensmies, who were not backward in complaining
before the Commission, did not report him immediately for
making the threats. Karenja wa Mwangl and (ituniu say they
heard Njiri Mmiing tLa threats, but they can give no good
explanation why they did not report him at the time. Xaranja
makes the lame exouse that he was afraid of me, but he admits
at the sare time that-7 gave him and his friends every possible
assistance in recording their complaints and bringing them to
the notice of the Commission. Karanja led a large contingent,
inclnding some well dressed young men (he himself, if I rememben
was in plus fours), down to Fort Hall on that occasion. I gave
then svery possihble help. None of them was in any way shy, and
his Lest frisnd would hardly describe Karanja &s being bashful;
80 I‘am at a loss to understand why this seriocus allegation
against Njiri was not brought to notice immediately. 1 have no
doubt that Njiri wes angry. A mmber of his snemies were
present. It is possible that he did say something which was
improper c..........

T




iw copsr. Fesling musi aiso have been running high wiong e
=izver of other ehisfs and kesdren mhoy wels vedng ocomplained

against at that time. T do not know the Arahdeacon's driver,but

T am teld that he 18 a C.M.5. native whose home is somewhers near
Yeithage.

10 Daring the last few days, Karanja has hrought another
oo=piaint ageinst Njiri. He says Njiri endeavoured to have him
bewitched iast week. Karanja depends on a statement made to him
by & ¥ kamba of known bad character, who was imprisoned here a
fow months ago. I ordered this man out of the District on his
release from Priscn. Apparently he and a )i'kamba woman pessed
through [ijiri'z lesation cn their way to Naivasha a few days ago.
“his ¥'kembe men Zas cslled to this Distriot by the Independemt
sshoul st Mariire some time ago to make toy guns for the pupils.
after Geing this ewrk, he want round selling witchoraft mediocine
and he was then arrsstsd and imprisoned. Karanja alleges that
this )'kamba and his woman companion called on him at his shop,
when the )'Eamba told him that they had just come from Njiri who
had peid 40/~ to the woman as a fee for her to bewitch Karanja.
After giving Keranja wiis friendly information, the }'kamba then
went off with the woman ic the Raivasha District. This story does
not ring true, somehow. However, !r.Kennaway is investigating it.
T mention “he matter werely bocause i1t is possible that we shall
be nearing next that Njiri is on the puint of murdering Karanja
Si something of that sort.

i1. jir. Kemnaway in his report of July 15th recommended that
Sub-headman Wamnri should be dismissed. I have duly acted on this
recoimendation. I shall inform you of the result of Thigiru's
trial in dne sourse, also of the result of iir.Kennaway's
investigation imto the nlleged attempt by Njiri to have Karenja
bevi tahed.

D. O. BRUMAGE,

DISTRICT GO ISSTONRR.




District Comeissioner's frice o
Fort Hall
nd  August 186

he Astrict Cowsmi:=siocner,
2O HALL.
Farther to my report of 1377, re the nllc?}uons

contained in Faranja wa Vwangi's letter of 1/68/36
addressad to the 'on.the rovinaial Coummissioner.

1 have now ocapleted my investigations into the
~ilegationas coitainad in the above quo letter; and also
ints =oms submsasuent complaints raised by Faranja wa Mwangi.

9, Ref. parms: 1,3,3,6 and G (of Karania wa wangl's letter:-
I have nothing to sadd to my report of 13/7/36.
S. Ief. pars: 4.

The following is s oopy vi my finding:-

"I this case Tribal Policeman Thigiru (who also
he; to be a son of Chief Njiri) was allegd by Frranje
wa to have taksn and k a total of 87/- which
should have been to an toer for the 1936 tax and
.3.C, rate of wa Cataiku (18/=) and the taxes of
the widows 7angari wa uaine, and wa Humbe.

The evidenss for the proseocution »1 consider,
setzblished a prine facie cese as a8 the monsy of Yahare
and Wangari are conosrned. It only remains to decide
whe ther thc evidence for the secution or that for the
defence 18 to be believed, The ease for the prosecution
has been comsidermbly shaken by the oollng“ of the case
of the 5rd Complainant ( wa 'umbe) - which was
ralsei cntirel¥ falsely by Karanja wa Mwangi.

Howevar | recowmend that a prosecution be instituted
aganinst T.Y.Thigira.®

4. ubseguent complaintiranigsed by Yaranjs wa }iwangd.
{.) gidogation: -
That & women, whose husbands are alive, were arre sted

by Headman Gathuri and 5 of them were foroed to sleep the
n{ 4 at his village

on ;=
The evidenos in support ol the allegation is so
conﬂie\h%:m w.satisfeotory in important details that
( ) one cannot but oome to the conclusion that the whole affair

has been coneooted and that the allegation is false.
Certainly I do not oonsider that u:n! proseesution could
Jus

to macoceed. Murther, that no dis im.r{ action agains
Heedmen Oatimri mfd be, in any -p?' fied.
3. All i-
Njeri wa liﬁg& 3& widow) came with Chief
g une

t
g:r&?f.omnmnon 1956) who had her tax woney.
t Chlef Njiri had her exempted amd kept her money.

On investigation:~
‘The allegation became “that liend-of-Ttura jururia came
into posseeaion cf lijerd's tax woney and kept it. That

Maruria......

ey .,_4_‘



31.:1 nar w ln oyricer as

desd - hoh %
-i- i\u .mauhn ) y

ths evidsaoe aind

to oome to nuludm ﬁnt tbe dlc.u.on in false.

(8.) Aumu
nd bd-ot-I
id‘m-o an o-f"
mh‘;. :n‘ kept ﬁm 18/-.
mmgm
dnllbontalh{ ntt-m.d to misl ead
%h- oart t out® o I
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*The Dinf.!'igt Commiablonm, Tort Hall, repgorts
aa follows'- . Y
« . "o further "i;g‘f;!"mé'_t;ion has been ‘obtainag;le. -
1n all the circumstaznces of the matter, 1 feel that
tﬁere was no !‘oundat‘ion of fact.to the cumplaix;t.
Ksranja wa Lwangi wes instructed to discqver
the whereabcuts of the Mkamba man and his woman

compenion: but he has apparently failed to do this

a8 he has made no further report to me on the ‘matter.
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i have the honour 1o refer to your despaich
No. 6 of dr;n January 1936, on thg aubfect. of allegations
made by Archdeacon »surns in Legislative: council in regard
to the methods eémployed tor the collection of anut mid
Foll .ax, .and to make ?h” following. observaiions. -

“2e un Hovember ~2dm,'19¢o. in we course of the «
Devate on ihe Provisionali irasft wstimatves, 1936, i
Archdeacon ourne alleged that the methods of colleczion
¢f Native nnt and Foll iax were not all that could oe
desired. He Btated that although he was not blaming
the Administrative Ufflcel—'ﬂ concerned, the uvhiefe and
Headmen abused their authority to their own advantage
and to the disadvantage of the natives paying the t.a.x‘.

He particulerly urged that women should not ve interiered
with, and snould not oe arrested oy the Chletrs a8
hostages tor unpaid waxea.

Se in consequence of these serious allegaticns,
the Chief Native Gomulgsioner wroie to Archdeacon .urns
en the Suth Novemper, 1930, and asked him to iurnisn 1ull
details of any ceses of Women velng detained oy uhiels
in the course of nut and roll iux collection.

Archdeacon burns, in reply, quoted a numoer of cases
which had come to his notice, and these were referred to

the ..o

4rE ruGHT HONOURASLE

ve Ho YHOMAS, P.C., m.P., s 3

mm;nx UF S1TALE ¥OR LHE LO.LU.NMb
DOWN LNG suuan
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- .. while others are exaggerated.
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the Adninfar.rnu‘va ufticera concerned for Ln!éifigaiiun.

heplies have now oeen received trom thn} istricys .

concerned and shiow ihai aiter very cu&"ui‘m?@l" (on ™"
the majority of the allegations are without roﬁnuﬁcp
4+ in thne meantime, a Circular uLetter was issued
on the vih‘ueomuex:, Lvsa, referring té'tho cemplainis
uumitted oy Axcnquoon ourns, :a.ad inﬁpruouing vistriet
Cmnianionea;s;to make known to neadmen and their 8tatis,

the provisions of the law, and to impress on .them that

_any action infra;;gré to tax collection that is not

covered by the law will ve eeverely dealt with.
g, un the 9th January LQSﬁinhchdeacon burns
taolea the following wmotion in iegislative uouncil:i-

“ithis nonouranle Council is of the opinion
that the methods adopted in the collection of
Native Hut and Poll Tax beur very heavily on
certain sections of the native population resid-
ing in the Keserves, and earnestly ask Govern-
ment to devise some means by which those com-
mitted to prison or detention camp for the non-
payment of their taxes can e given work of such
a useful nature as would justify uovernment on
the expiry of their time in exempting them trom
further taxation tor that year.“

‘he Motion wa® Seconded, and the non. wember ror
Ngirobi North, (Major the Hon. I. W. Cavendish-oentifiek),
poved the tollowing unendmeht:;

“iIhis Council, in view of the fact that it

has peen alleged that certsin methods adopted in

the collection of native nut and Foll igx pear

heayily in certain cases on the native population,

ig of the opinicn that a small Special Committee

should ve appointed to enguire into any possiole

or alleged apbuses or hardships vhich may exiast."

. B /¥ 5

ihe substantive motion and the amendment were with-
drawn on the announcement by dli.b;‘am.r Native Commissioner
that Government would gladly weloome the appointient of
such a Gommittes. ‘ i

" ''Z have, however, decided that the ’t;l(wpqiutznent of a
Commisaion of Inquiry under the Commissions nf lInquiry

Ordinmgo, Cap. 25, Laws of Kenya,

»would ve more‘ appropriate

1&0.
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in the circumstances, snd the depoBitlonnand terms ajf_;~;_\“
reference of this Yommission, which will e apé)q:.ntp{l at ’
qh early date, u; now under consideration. .

‘ -6 in conclusion, I need hardly say thet i fully
Agree with the view expressed oy oir rhilip uvunlille-iister
(now Lo:..-d S!inton) quocted in the third paragrapn of your
despetch under reply, ee to the .@mpro];‘ri:ety of detaining
Teuales in order to pui pressure on théif xtmle‘ relations
1o pay taxes., "I can :.saure»_you that these allegations

will be thoroughly Investigated and—in due eourse 1 anall - -

" t¥anamit to you a copy of the xeport of the Commission *

veferred to in psragraph b aoove, together with my
observations and devails of any action which I propose to
take 28 = regult of the recommendaiions made.
1 have the honour to‘ oe,
sir,

Your most vbedient, hlmb)7 servant,
7/

/. .

Aty
BRI GADIER~GENERAL o

GuUuvVvaerNUR,
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be in poscessicn 0 the frate,

'was as tn whether & small Compission of thx‘eemozt»"&*

large Commission of éix shoum be anpn*nted. "‘he Ty Persor: 117 T awot wee why o Lioa Y er
..ma;}oritv of Couneil adviseﬂ on the latter and T N B of-Executive Conreil (with £he wide :pr STVE N esae
aemr»ted this advice. Tt was a mnst frieggly meet‘mgf, . thérﬁsn) vh:ﬂﬂ pet sit on this Comn ‘;{(-, , f\._"ci 1y
Lord anms Scott and Major Cavendlsh Bentinck both ) S he takes o opent infepest Go onbive 0
bemg'present ' ;i - Qur frontier so far is giviiy oo teed T oo 2ot
‘!'n my surprise I recr*ived the enclosed letter e For Hhiere tpoublesre T pre dacontor {vemrding w
1 this morning and after consultmn Wade and the .;ttomrw s '3-5, . T sam i) awniting i \.,‘:w,ﬁ,_,?/\‘
Genersl T decided to r‘en'lv to the efcht that I am : - Toirs sincere
“unable to vary the decision of the Governor-in-Council *:!
4 ./67 but if the Flected Members desire .to make any repres- .
fM entation by cable to the Secretar_‘, of State I an .
. prepared to roastpone the Gazette Notice until’ h1s 2
decision has been co-nmunicated.
”'}m two B dmp(-‘an meibers shonld undoubtedly Sir .C. Bottomleys X004, 0,1, =3, ”
have made fheu cbjection in. [ouneil: to reopen the: " ‘ ) -Thé:Catenial Cf7] = '

Toendon,
issue now vmnM richtly raisﬂ a stm‘m of nr'nt@st from :
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“and tnke such action as we may consider right.
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 22nd Ja'nuz;i'y. 1938, '

The Secretdriat,
HAIROBIL,

' Tﬁe Hon'ble, the ::olonial, Sec)fetary,

Dear Jade,

711l you please pu! the folelowi'-n\ facts before His Ex-
cellgncy the Jovernor. ‘ SO O

: I have discussed with Corway Harvey and Cavendish
Bentimck the composition of the Commission to enquire into the
collection of lative Taxes, and we all feel very strongly on the
subject of the appointment of an Indian to such a Commission. It
strikes at the root of all yg stand for i this country-which is,
that this_is a British Colofy to be administered by Pritish peopt§d
only. 1T an Indian is admilted to serve on such o Commission, -
to enquire inte the hona fides .and actions of our. .dministrative
Officers, it connotes that Indians have-a right to a share in the
administration, and-to be administrative Officers. This is @
contention we can never agree to, nor do 1 believe would any
responsible Officer of the adwinlstration. -~

P

: ‘e feel tinis cuestion so acutelX that I am writing in
vo register this protest, wuich I hope.wi 1 ve duly filed for
future reference, nna to warn Government that we cannot let the
matter rest qu‘ieily but shall have to ventilate our views publicly,

e o

I regret very much that I did not raise this vhole ques- -
on in its widest aspect at Zxecutive Council, but I hoped we = -
ht have avoided it by the appointment of a Cormission of three

emly. 1 am still strongly of the opinion that a Commission of

three, as I proposed, would be the strongest Cormission from every

point of view, and especially from the Government's. ey : i

. _After all, the Chief Native Commissioner, 1if his post’is
justifiable at all, mst be responsible for the acts of all his |
subordinatea, Illative as well as European.  Archdeacon Burns told
us aftervards that hg would héme prefsrred not to be on the Som-
mission, and so if Governmenh had_only accepted my proposal'of
thres, 211 these conflictions would have been"avoilded. - y =

g

1 cannot see that i’andya, a merchant in ilombasa, can have
any possible qualifications for s Commission, or can serve any -
useful purpose on it. It is gurel a po itical move on his party ©
and one which we suropeans must contesl to our utmost.

Please ut these facts before dis Exegllency, in tLie
hopes tnat he may Ket reconsider the situation. I was auwaged that
Government should have even considered the appoinument of an Indian,
and consider that by so doin, they are snowin_ a niserably weak !
attitude in always giving way to the Inaians' unjustifiable claims:

Yours,

(Signed) FraNCIS oCOTT.
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loint Presidents :
h’ How, 'I'ilnmoﬂ.mm,m GC.&L,GCLI{'TnRr HonN, Losp MstoN, K.C.S.I. TazRr. hox LmNo:meon
< Chairman : Cmamtzs H. Rommrs, Esq. b
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Joint Honi; Treqsurers :

Travems Buxrtow, Esq.
Avrep Brooxs, Esq., I.b »
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Sou-ga:_iy: SR Jomn Hamms.
Assistant Secretary : Miss B. K. Barry.

O L F - < =" DERISON HOUSE,
o . h ” _\ : 206 VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD, = - - -
3 o . LONRDON, S.W.1. o
e % JO (CLOSE TO VICTORIA STATION,)
g .7th January, 1936.

Pos= - - i . e - ) e
The Under-Secretary of State, ’ '
Colonial Office, L -
Dowaing Street, .
8.W.1.

8ir,

At the instruotion of my Committee, I beg to
Tefer t0 the debate in the Legislative Couneil in Kenya

Colomy, in whioch it was alleged that certain abuses nave

et ()

hu_l taking place with regard to the collection of native
texes. My Committee begs leave to remind you that similsxr
allegations were made Wit regard to Nyasaland, and tnat

Mg‘ JJ" the 16th April lest, Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister stated
1n the nou-_ot Commons that he was asking tHé Govarnor ot
lyculul«vo rnnint; ‘nim -u:n a tull anl immediate rcport.

¥We beg leave to ask whe ther it 18 proposed to
iy take -1-11.: sction in the case of the allegations witn
regard to XKenys Colony. .
I haﬁ the bonour to be, Sir, ’

Your obedient Servant,

fnt




. CENTRAL OFFICES of # SOCIETY of FRIENDS/
FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.1.

Acovmantens : J'ml-y W. F. NICHOLSON : Telephone :
STANLEY ). FORWARD MUSEUM 3600

.:OHN L Nl"l'ALJ Mt.". > ﬁaﬂ"(t»b&,l\- %, OVERSIGHT, -Jl‘::m

of Wakit Rutoo. -

4th January 1936.

sgonh™
v el g To:=- -
' The Under Seoret yPO?‘SHte Br the Colonies,

sir,
The members of this Committee are disturbed
at the reports of irregularities in seou;ing the payment

-

of tax by natives in East Africa. D

We have had before us the report in "The
Times™ and the "Bast African Standard™ of the proceedings
of the Legislative Conneil in Kenya' Colony guring last
month, from which.it would appear that women have been
seized and .detained by the native tax collectors in or\d.er

to oompel the men to pay their taxes. i v

Our oongérn upon tHis matter is aocentuatea by

similar reports from Nyasaland. It will be within the
/ ‘/ﬂ/ reoo}ie&tion of the Colonial 0ffice that this matter was
ralsed in the House of Commons on April 16th of last year,

[pflja‘) by Mr. Graham White,v'md in that case we were glad to note
that Sir Philip Cunliffe Lister said that any such practice
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has never,

hitherto
in British colonies.

praotioo, whiob for mnny yoars was adopted by a neigh-
bouring foreign government, -with disastr
so far as we are aware been pursued

We assume that, as in the case of ﬁyasaland
the Seecretary of State for the Colonies will call for a
full and immediate report from Kenya and we beg leave
to ask whether when such report
to see & coOpy.

I em, Sir

arrives we may be allowed

Yours faithfully,

m

ALEXANDER C. WILSO (

o .
Chairman of the Committee.

strous consequences,



Sir J. Shichburgh.
_ Permt. irta/s. .

-Parly. U] .o/‘s.,_

Seretary of State
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FURTHER ACTION.
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