.

Exporr o Surriies (Foodsrurres ere.) From KiEn yA:
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x Notably Wheat
meal and flour.
Tinned butter
Cheese
Prepared Coffee
Coconuts .

42083/35
Tanganyike.

( Requesta guidapce s to attitude “%o be adopted )
( 1in the event of any large transfel of supplies )
( from Kenye to Italian territory or to Abyssinia.)
It is clear that in the six months
November 1934 - April 1935 additional supplies
x
of certain food stuffs have been exported from

Kenya to Italian Somaliland, but it will be seen

that the total of Kenya's domestic exports to Italian

Somalilend for those six months is roughly half of
the corresponding total exports for the full year 1% 4.
The question raised in this deapatch is
somewhat similar to a question raised on Tanganyika
papers, whether the Italians could acquire the
business of Meat Rations Ltd. for the purpose of
feeding their troops in Italian Somaliland.
Meat Rations Ltd.is the enterprise which has been
carrying on the business of preparing meats and

by-products derived from cattle purchased from

natives in Tanganyika. (The Company is heavily
indebted to Government.)

In the Minutes on 42083/35 Tanganyika if.
was pointed out that we have refused to countenance
any more recruiting for Itely and it was suggested
that the supply of rations is very much on the same
footing. The principle as regards recruitment
was not considered important in the case of Meat
Rations Ltd. It was decided however that 1f the
Italians made any overtures to the Company the
matter would have to be referred to the Governor
before any decision gould be reached.

As



A8 regards Kenya,
an indication of the attitude 1
ment should adopt in the event of hrge tszen

of food stuffs etc. to Italian or A’oyuinun

territory. !

Provided the Colony's own supplies are
not endangered and there is no sign of this,
there seems no reason why Government should
interfere in any way. It may be considered

desirable however to obtain F.0. and W.0. views.
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Mr. Pn@m.'

Sir G. Tomlinson.
Sir C. Botiomley.
Sir J. Shuchburgh
Permt. US. of S.
Parly. U.S. of S.

Secretary of State.

FURTHER ACTION.
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In auy  farther - communication

ou this subject, please quota - Pieh o
7 ) No.‘q 8515/1/1- ¢

VRATELLIooN Y o FOREIGN OFFICE. ‘
but to— -

“Th;‘(};i“nid;lr-‘;ﬁb?:r::;ln of State, " o ; s.w. 1.

Londen, 8.W.1.
22nd Jul 19
SEGRET, ¥y 1008
8ir,
With reference to your secret letter No.38066/1/35
?

/’? ' of the 1llth July regarding the position in the event of
hostilities between Italy and Ethiopia in respect of contracts
entered into previous to the outbreak of such hostilities for
the export of cattle from Kenya to the Italian Somaliland or
Ethiopia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Samuel Hoare to

say that the matter would depend entirely on the position of
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom after the
outbreak of hostilities. If His MajeBty's<Government were to
adopt an attitude of neutrality, there would be no objection

to the carrying out of the contracts. If, on the other hand,
His Majesty's Government were to participate in action against
Italy under Article 16 of the Covenant, Sir Samuel Hoare is
advised that it must be assumed that steps would be taken to
prevent the contracts from being carried out; for as the cattle
are to be supplied to the Italian Government and are doubtless
intended for the use of the troops stationed in Africa, it is
unlikely that the transaction would be covered by any exceptions
which might be made to the operation of Article 16 as regards

the supply of foodstuffs to Italy.

The Under-Secretary of State,

Colonial Office.
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!. 'fl'ltr Samuel Hoare's opinion, however, it is
undesirable in the existing circumstances that these
possibilities should be discussed in correspondence with the
Governor of Kenya, and I am to suggest for the consideration
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the Governor
should be informed that it is impossible at present to gi've
a definite answer to his question, since the position with
regard to the matter must inevitably depend on the situation
which arose as between Great Britain and Italy in the
event of an outbreak of hostilities, and it is not possible to
say at present what that situation would be.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
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- FO TGN OrPIgE,
C S.W.1,
SECRET ., 22nd July, 1935,

Sir,

With reference to your scerct lcitep No. 3806¢,/1/36
of the 1lth July regarding the position in the event of
hostilities bhetween Ttaly and kKthiopia in respect of contracts
entered into previous to Lh. Ouibrecak of such hostilitics for
the cxport of cattle from Kenya to the Italian womaliland or
Ethiopia, I ua directed by secretury osir Jumuel Houre to
8ay that the matter would depena cntirely on the position of
lils HaJesty's Government in Lhe United Kingdom after the
outbreak of hostilitteu. If hie dsjcsty's Jovernment were .o
adopt an attitude of neutrslity, therc would ve no objection
to the carrying out of the contructs, If, on the other hana,
His Majesty's Government were Lo purticipate in uetion against
ITtely under Article 16 of the Covenani, 5ir Gamuel Houre 1is
adviged thut 1t must be assumcd Lhat steps would be tuken to
prevent Lhe contracte fron being cerricd out; for as the catile
are to be supplied to the Itulian Government and ure adoubtless
iniended for the use of the troops station.d in fricue, 1t 18
unlikely that Lhe transaction would be covered by any cxceptions
which might be made to the opcration of .rticle 16 us regurds
the supply of foodetuffe to Ttaly.

Ze

The Under-Secretary of 3tate,

Colontal Office.




L

8.  In 8ir Samusl Heare's opinion, however, it is
undesirable in the ulnlu‘ctrmchnon thut these
Possibilities should bve discussed in eorrespondence with the
@overnor of Kenya, and I am 0 suggest for the comsideration
‘of the Seoretary of State for the Colonies thuat the Governor
should be informed that 1t 18 inpossible at present to give
8 definite answer to his Question, since the position with
regerd to the matter must ineviiably Uepend on the oituation
which arose as between Oreat Britain and Itely in the
event of an outbreak of hostilitics, and 1t 1o not possible to
8ay at present what that 8ituation would ve,.
I anm,

8ir,

Your obedient Servant,



Sir C. Paskinson.
Sir G. Tomlinson.
Sir C. Bottomiey.
Sér . Shuckburgh,
Perms. U.S. of S.
Parly. U.S. of 5.

Secretary of State.

FURTHER ACTION.
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27ﬁ: June, 1985,

} I have the honour to refer to your Secret

~ despatch of the 18th.June regarding the attitude to be

?an“ﬁ

adopted by this Government in the event of any large
movement of foodstuffs or other goods from this Colony
to Italian Somaliland or to Ethiopia.

2. At an interview with stock interests on
the 21st June I was given to understand that contracts
were about to be secured for the supply of a minimum

of 1,500 bullocks a month +to the Italian Government at
Massawa and Mogadiscio.

I observe from your despatch that there
will be no present objection to the export of the cattle.
I shall, however, be glad of some indication, if possible,
as to what would be the position, in the event of

hostilities, in regard to contracts entered into prior

-
o

N

V?

j\ to their outbreak.

It will be appreciated that a contractor
would be placed in an unfortunste position if, having
undertaken commitments for the local supply of the

« cattle required, he should subsequently be precluded
\;§>> from fulfilling his contract with the Italian Government.
3. I am not aware whether the Ttalian

Authorities have utilised stock available in Ttalian
Somaliland; but)generally)l would observe that, in view
of the fact that in Ttalian Somaliland, and particularly

in the
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
iugallﬁglysaanALn ¥.C., M.P.,

OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,




2.

in the former Jubaland Province of this Colony, there
always have been, and are now, large mimbers of
Somali stock which could presumably be requisitioned,
the need of the Italian Somaliland Goverrment for
meat supplies from outside sources may have some
significance; and Jou may care to bring this aspect
te the notice of the War Office.
4. It will be aporeciated if a reply to
praragraph 2 could be furnisheq by telegram.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

ﬁifhé:{‘r?’?—/{?

ACTTNG GOVERNOR.
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I am etc. to refer to the
’ correspondence regarding the present

aispute between the Italian and

Ethiopian Governments and to trans-
mit to you, tobe laid before Secre-
tary 8ir John Simon, a copy of

a despatch from the Acting Governor

of Kenya requesting guidance with
regard to the attitude which should
' be udopted in the event or n’g 1u-¢e

- ‘ipn-tor of rood. stuffs rn.,myn
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KENYA

/34 May, 1935,
C. 0. RECY '

With reference to Mr. Wade's Secret
despatch of the 24th April, relative to the Italian-

Abyssinian situation, I have the honour to state that it
is understood that a Mr. R. Anderson of Messrs.Mitchell

Cotts' Nairobi branch has made two journeys by British
owned aeroplane to the neighbouring Italian territories.
It is considered that his visits are concerned with the

possibilities of selling foodstuffs in Italian territory.

\
{ 2. Recent export figures of foodstuffs to
:\ Italian East Africa furnished by the Commissioner of
o~ Customs show:-
= Commodity Domestic Correspondin
Ean exports for totals for ©
the period the full year
November, 1934, 1934.
to April, 19%5.
o b Ttalian Somaliland. Cwts. Cwts.
e Maize 2782 9196
<¢ 4 Theat Meal & Flour 1068 22
Butter (tinned 26 4
Cheese 80 2
=L Coffee (Bunt) 2818 6596
Coffee (prepared) 49 -
Potatoes 2392 1968
Tea 244 351
Sesame Seeds 27560 48660
Coconuts 1800 20
Total ..... 38819 66619
Eritres.
Maize 980 -
Coffee (hulled) 5097 9390
Total ..... 6077 9390
/8. T have

G.B.B MP.,

o! L
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i % ' :
3. I have deemed it advisablé not to
question Mr. Anderson direct upon His business, for
which it is seid he has received permission from Rome,
but, having regard to the fact that thig Colony has
frontiers with both Italian and Abyssinian térrltory;,
I should be glad of an indication of the attitude which
this Government should adopt in the event of'any large
transfer of foodstuffs, etc. to either territory.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

—
ACTING GOVERNOR'S DEPUTY.
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E’ith reference to 1.

5%

say, 1985,

‘ade's Secret

despatch of the 24th April, relative to the  talian-
Abyssinien situation, I have the honour to sinte that it

is understood that a ''r.
Cotts' Vairobi branch has

Ko Anderson aof

nade two

essrs. 1tchell
journeys by British

owned aeroplane to the neighbouring Italian territories.
It is considered that his visits are concerned with the
possibilities of selling foodstuffs in Italian territory.

2,

Reecent export figures of fondstuff's to

Itelian Bast Africa furnished by the Comiissioner of

Custons show:-

Commodity Domestic Correspon
exports for totals for
the period the full year
Hovember, 1054, 19254,
to April, 1938,

dtalian Somaliland. Cwts. s,

2782 0196

Wheat ! & Floar 1068 22

Butter (tinned) 26 4

Cheese 80 2

Coffee &Buni) 5 2818 G396

‘:m’. -

Potatoosmwe 2892 1968

Tea 244 351

Sesane Seeds 27660 43660

Coconuts 1800 20

Total ..... 58819 6661f:

Eritres.

e i s

ee (mlled) 5097 9890
Total ..... _&aon *"‘00
/8 1 have
MAJOE THE RIGHI HONOURABLE
81k ‘ILIP mt‘ﬁ-u STE? Pole gU ‘L' s/ tay
ﬁ'm\ W oLt s

SECRETARY OF STAT:
DOWNING

“,, Sete 1




“numhmmmmmmm.
but, having regard to the fact that this Colony has
frontiers with both Italian and Abyssinian territory,
T should be glad of an indication of the attitude which
m-mmmmmmwm*
transfor of foodstuffs, etc. to either territory,
I have the homour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,

4, G. FILLING

ACTING GOVERNOR'S DEPUTY,



