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Mise Perham of Oxford asked to o:o ‘me yesterday

about the successor to Montgomery as Chief Native
Comniseioner in Kenys. She undefstands that owing to his
wife's health Montgomery wishe 4 retire shortly.. She ’
rightly regards this as a pivo ‘ :qmointment and feels
strongly that there is no one in Kenys who can adequately
fill the bill. She realises too that transfers from West
Africa to jobs like this create suspicion and difficulty
in Kenya, &nd she hopes that I will not rule out
consideration of someone from the 3udan service, for
which she has & high regard. I know that the Sudan
Service has many of the type of public school man who
can handle our Kenya politicians without any social or
other inferiority complex and I do not reject the idea at
sll.

Of course she is critical of the Kenya Native
Comnissioners in comparison with Tanganyike Territory,
Ugends and Nigeria, snd feels that they are not sufficient!
in touch with their natives, relying too much on Swahili
and interpreters. I

She made another point, viz, that owing to personal
poverty the few unofficial members of Legislative Coumil’
in Kenya selected to represent native interests cl‘n‘\‘wu
affordto travel in the reserves, and that they do not
know much of whet ies going on particularly in the native
mind. Is a trave}llng allowance posgible on occasions?

I know that Lord Hailey feels that our officials' ’
contsct with netive edministration etc. in Kenya is not
88 good as elsewhere - except in Northern Rhodesia of ‘

which he is critical.
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I have long hed a feeling that one of the troubles ,
in Kenya is that mo unofficial members of the Lfglslative,
Council and many of the officials have 1it tle or no
intimate or real knowledge of native 1ife and problems '
in the reserves.

Certainly the selection of ll.onLgOmr;r‘y'-‘ successor
i8 very important and we ought not to be guided solely
by the Governor's recommendation or by limitation to

our own service.

8.10.37.
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On this last point Mr. Flood thinks,
-

and 1 azree, that as there mw substantial

- 05
A ‘ vote for tune p expenses of Legislative

_ounclilors in attending meetings, there will

;jrovaebly ve no serious objection to an increase
L >over this special proposal. There might
| ve, wani tne sovernor snould be left to judge.
IL13 & juedtion wnetner the members representing
netive 1l:i.terests ~ould learn very much from
tneir tours. Pne languege difficulty would
"evernt tne r Letting & close personal
Ku.wledge of loca roblema, and they would
| larsely be le;eniert n District O7ficers.
e pulnt miznt certainiy be put to the
sovern

ftet 51 i.Tomlinson says ebout

fre  .ent ves preventing tne District
fficers frou ettl s close knowledge of
appiles specially to the matter
f , ' Al age. [t was Major Clarence
Xt N v me trat ne had learned four

J,llhgungen in five years and was now beginning a
fifth ;1€h,-heﬁ|dm1ttod, reduced enthusiasm.
‘ Neitier 3ir A.Wade nopf we thnink that
Mr. Montgomery will retire now. ¥hen the time
comes for selecting a successor, we shall have to

remember that it is not merely a Chief Native

Commissioner, but a Secretary for Native Affairs
under the Pim scheme we have to lbok for. That,
I think, increases the Jesxrabllltx’pt chosing a
man who knows the country and its brobLexd, 17 we
can find one. I am not sure that we cannot. I
should not recommend Mr. La Fontaine or Mr. Fazan,
while Mr. Glenday is too mucnh of a specialist on
frontier work. Mr. Hosking, however, whose name
nes been suzgested ;;ﬁz;rd Francis Scott, has an
excellent record and gets on well with both
Zuropeans ana Africans.

As regards getting & man from Nigeria,
(an administrator preferably from the Southern
Province who has a good deal of experience in the
Secretariat), we might find an excellent man, but
the question is whether the prejudice against a West
African among the unofficials in Kenya would be so
great as to militate against his usefulness. I think
it might.

A8 regerds the sudan, the first step would
be to put our problem to 3ir S3.5ymes unofficially,
and ask for his views. fe could do this and also
discuss the possible vacanly and tne other points

[ Ve
with Sir Rr&.kopnnm’wichout waiting till we know

which way Mr. Montgomery will decide.

11.10.1937
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Datdd 13th Deo.bur,,l%'l. lmived

N0,209 confidential. Your telegram Ho.206 ‘m'l :
recommendations. I agres. Proposal for the reo: ;
of the central Government -on the generil mu.ormi B
recommendations but w ith conmiderable lﬁodificutionl of
detail have boen formulated and will shortly be cormidered.
by the Lxeculive Councils In addressing you on these
pronusals T shall at the same time submit recorrendations fbl'

fi.lang the post of Seeretary Native Affairs by Kenya officer



