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Comaments on appln.of Mr.A.Phillips for post of Registrar
General end considers -hat ¥r.E.J. 0'Parrell might be
posted to be Acting Registrar pending arrival of ¥r,
Keatinge's nuuoour.

Dr.Kestinge, Registrur-Gencrul, will bJe 58

on the 30th October next. in June 1934 1t .u3 egreed
thet he should return to the Colony Ior u furtner towr
of service on the understendin, thet ne sould e
required to retire befor‘ tne conclusion of & full
tour of three years should such s course be considered
by Covernment to be in the public Servlfée.

Government considered that he snould proceced
on leave in June this yeur prior to retirement, but as
there was no officer with the necessury experience to
replace him ne was asked and sgreed to stay on duty
until December this year, by which time it was noped
thet his successor ;vould nave been appointed and
errived in the Colony, This would have involved &n
overlap of saltries,

That plen is now Aftcct.od by the following
considerations. ur.L.muip-, Crown Counscl, has
applied for the post of Registrer-General and is
recommended by the Aoting Attorney-General.
Ur.Phillips, it will bLe remembered, was appointed to
the Kenyas Administration in 1930 and was trunsferred
10 1936 to the Colonisl Legal Sefvice as Crown Counsel
in Kenye with u salsry scule of L600-340-920.

The Governor does not consider that
Mr.Phillips is either old enough or possessed of
sufficient experience for the ppst of Registrar-Generul
The Governor -nu uu best man poasib.lt for the job
wnd considers mc ‘0 get the right wan it. will be
necessary to offi
(£1,050) despite

existing sulary gthe post

ndution of the Select
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(1985), thet on the
retirement of Jr.Keatinge the salary scule of
tane Registrar-General should be reduced to
- 740-840-920. Incidentully, the post of
assistant Registrar-General,(£720), was wbolished
in 1936 on the recommendstion of the Select
Committee ‘on Hconomy,

failing u better candidste the
uovernor will wccept Lr.Phillips, but only on a
sulery scule of L7£0-840-920. lr.Pnillips
could not, aowever, be released for the Registrar-

Genersl post until o new Crown Counsel were

46n?  Are the responsibilities ol
Registrur-Jemerul, wio is slso Puvlic Trustee
end O/ficlcl Heceiver, grester.tlun those of

the Registrur of the Supreme Court whose
present scale is .1720-.40-3207

1 suggest thut tane reply should be
tast tne Jecretsry of Stute syrees that
.r.Pnillips doe: not pogseas the necessary
experience for yrowotion to the post of

1w, i8lrur-is:.erul;

taut the Jecretary of Stete

fose LAt Lo wtirect o cundidete Possessing

tne regquisite ekperience it would be “m..
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[, to offer the suI&# ut present uttuc.uin, to the post;
i
. tuet in uccord.nncs with tﬁ% 1lest pursgreph of No..

N K

no steps will be tuken to seclect u candidu

the receipt oi & furthur desupeten from tne
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wdev 207

}{at of possible candidateﬁ“"id
Of the threc barristers Mr. Howard—l-‘lenher
Northern Rhodesia is the best candidate, & 213
Mr. Parn@ll, as is likely, would not be atfrécted.
Mr. Cumming of Uganda is. I should sny, thc pick
of the solicitors. Either of these men woald
want something more than the suggusted scale of
£720-£920, und I agree generally with the reply
proposed.' by Mr. Grossnith, though I think we might
w that

vould be necen

(the exl 'ting salary' or g1

attract a candidate

requicite

v
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requicite experience, and we might also say

that the post is one whi¢h the Secretary of 0
171941

Statc ¢ neiders(would best be filled Yy a

®olicitor, e@nd &sk that if the Governor wishes
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kﬁ%ﬁ"ﬁ»‘d #me paper of particulars may be
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7’!"“’ Vr-nrv n® appl n.for post of Reglstrar Genl resta
¥r.7.¢.P.vell-r, Dep.Begletrag, Siyrete fewat,and corrents
therecn. :
Mr.Kelly is like the other Junior
solicitors in the list. et sy e Ls Q\ut covd

and sppurently u nice cliep’ DUt 13 00 JOUNg cnd too

a \ s
junior in the jervice to be sppointsu to tie
o
res onsible post of Registrer-Generel, Itis
~
satisfuctory to lesrn that the ..ctin S.ial Juatice

i slreedy weble to recouwwend ..ro.acllys .or consldsratim
but one cun only e ree ol Tue s0ver
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AIR MAIL
Kenva
No. /20
‘ o
QA FITENTIAL.

THE RIGHT HONQURABLE G

QGoveERNMENT Houss

NamRos! SR
Kenva ey,
] 206 Mugust, 29374 47 L

sir,

With reference to §ir Robert Brooke-Pophan's
Cconfidential despatch No.111 of the 16th August and is
previous correspondence regarding the post of Registrar
General in this Colony, I have the honour to state that
owing to the sudden death of Dr.W.K.Keatinge, already
reported to you by telegram on the 23rd August, the
question of the appointment of & successor to the post
has become one of urgency.

2. Owing to the absence on leave of several
officers it has not proved practicable to second &s a
temporery measure ;1ther Mr.Kelly or Mr.Phillips, to
whom reference is made in Kenya Confidential despatch
No.94 of the 2nd July, to act as Registrar General. For
the time being therefore, 1t has been found necessary to
appoint &s Acting Registrer General Mr.L.R.Fisgher, the
Accountant of the Department. since Mr.Fisher has no
legal qualifications, this arrangement is one which
should not continue for a longer period than 1s
absolutely necessary. It would be appreciated, therefore,
1f & successor to the late Dr.Keatinge could be selected
as early as possible and arrangements made for his
arrival in the Colony without delay.

1 have the honour t¢ be,

8ir, ‘
Your most obedient, humble servant,

yz

¥. ORMSEY-GORS, P.C., M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.
DOWNING STREET, LONDON 9.
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s . { /i August, 1987
8ir,
With reference to your aespatch
Confidential(4) of the loth July on the subject
| of the filling of the post of Registrar General
which will become vacant on the retirement of
Dr.VW.M.Keatinge, 1 have tue nonuur to transmit
JMemoran Gun a memorandum by the Registrar General, 1n waich

28.7.1937.
the duties of the post are eset out in detall.

In this connection I would invite reference to
the Annual Reports of the Registrar General
which give a good 1ndication of his various
activities.

2. in regard to the selection of a
barrister or a solicitor for the appointment,
1 understand that the work involved is of such a
nature that a solicitor 1s much more conversant

with it than a barrister. 1 therefore incline

to the view that a solicitor should be appointed.
If any difficult point of law should arise
arrengements coulc always be made whereby the
matter would be submitted to the "Attorney General
for his opinion.

I have the honour to ve,

sar,
Your most obedient, humble servant,

Rk b

AIHCHIE:L'.A.RSHAL.
GOVERXOR:

THE RIGHT HONOURAHLE
¥. ORMSEY-QGORE, P.C., M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FUR 'A"x.":. COLOLIES,

l‘{lH
e



IEPARTMENT OF THE REGISTRAR GERERAL,
P.0.Box No.231, ‘

Fairobi. 28th July,1937.

No.ES1/165/37.
CONFITENTIAL.

The Hon'ble Colonial gecretary,
The Secretariat,

Nairobi.

IMPENDING VACANCY IN POST OF REGISTRAR
sz'-:ma-
Ref. your No.S/E.20/1 '24/11/54 of 22nd July,1937.

The duties of the Registrar General are:-

(a)

()

(e)

(a)
(e)
(1)

(8)
(n)

2.

PUBLIC TRUSTEE: Administration of deceased
estates and acting as Trustee for minors
or under wills, settlements, etec.,

OFFICIAL RECEIVER IN BANKRUPTCY and in the
Winaing-up of Companies under the
Companies Qrdinance, and Registrar of
Deeds of Arrangements;

Assistant Estate Du Commissioner unaer the
Estate Duty (Consolication) ordinance,1926;

Registrar of Companies and Business Name s;
Registrar of Trade kirke, Patents and Designs;
{strar General of Births, DéMths and .
"‘-“;m.-. (The principle work W r this
is done by the Prin

strar of Births Deaths & ages
and his staff)

Registrar of Co-operative Secieties under
the Co-operative Societies ordimnce.".&l;

Registrar of Bille ‘0f Sale under the Chatte le
Transfer Ordinance, 1930.

The Registrar General also acte as l{egi strar

under the following Ordinances, but the work involved

ig very slight:

(a)
(v)
(e)
(a)

Adoption of Children Oordinance, 1933,
Limited Partnership Orainance, 1933,
Book an. Newspaper Registration ordinance ,1906

Registrar of Naturalization Certificates.

8d/ W.M.Keatinge,
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L uuve tne nonudr Lo
ac.nowledge luce receipt of your
confidential despaucnes ..0. . 7¢ 0. tu2
17th of Mey and No. 83 of the lst oi
otreme
June irom which I pesdea that the
appointment of Registrer-General
will become vacant on the retirement
of Dr. W, M. Kestinge, whicn 11l
al 4
apparently teke effect em the e~3ig &
axphreaehon ol P imevimsss | -
edaeviery dbout the diddle of 1935.
2. I note tnat you are of ‘
opinion tnet the Department reqiir-s
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ressons set owt above I cun oply sgree with
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is]too junior in age una (eckmag tee

I have, ctc.

(Signed) W ORMSBY GORE.
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CONFIDENTIAL.

lication.
14th June.

\0

. » N /.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE
NAIROBI,

KENYA

92 July, 1937.

sir,

1 have the honour to refer to my Confidential
despatch No.83 of the lst June regarding the post of
Registrar General waich will become vacant on the retire-
ment of Dr.W.i.Keatinge in the middle of 1938, and to
forward, for your consideration, the accompanying copy
of an application for the post received from Mr.J.0.B.
Kelly, Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court.

2. Although Mr.Kelly's application 1s recommended
by the Acting Chief Justice I do not consider that he is
possessed of sufficient experience to fill the post for
which, &s you are aware, it is hoped to obtain an officer
of ability, personality and experience. He is only 30
years of age and has only held his present appointment
for fifteen months.

3. I am prepared, if necessary,to consider the
possibility of seconding him temporarily to act as
Registrar Gemeral during the period of Dr.Keatinge's
leave next year and pending some substantive appointment
to the post. It may indeed-prove more convenient that
Mr.Kelly should take charge of the Department than either
Mr.B.J.0'Parrell or Mr.A.Phillips and such an arrangement
would be more economical than the proposal originally
made in paragmaph 4 .of Sir Armigel Wade's Confidential
despatch No.79 of the 17th May; although if a substantive

appointment to the post hus eventually to be made from

THE RIGHT HONOURAHLE amongst
W. ORMSBY-GORE, P.C., M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATZ Fui THB COLONIES,

DOWNING STREST, LONDON §.W.
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amongst officers serving in this colwll consider

that the claims of Mr.Phillip

4. I shall await with ¢ ﬂ,&,” N

%

regards the appointment of & successor to Dr.xeat.ingc

and in this connection I ot urge too strongly that

the new Registrar Gemeral ld not only possess the
necessary qualifications and experience to carry out
the gemeral duties of the post but should be keen and
cnorgqtfc and” particularly experienced in the duties
of Public Trustee. I trust therefore that you will be

able to meke some suitable appointment in due course
3 .V = ok 3 > v o
from i oo

s
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LAY CQURTS,
NAIROBI,
14th June, 1937.

- ¢ .
The Honourable The Colonial Beofetary,
Through His Honour The Acting Chief Justice,
Nairobi.
sir,
Re Post of Administrator General of the
Colony and Protectorate of Kenya.

1 understand that the above post is due to become
vacant in January 1938 by the retirement of its present
occupant and in this connection I beg to communicate with
you in the following terms.

(1) I obtained the degrees of B.A.(Mod.Legal and
Political Science) and LL.B.,Dublin University, in
December 1929.

(2) 1 ama Solicitor (Irish Free gtate) of over 6
years standing, having been admitted as such in April 1931.

(3) From May 1931 to March 1935, i.e. the date of my
appointment as Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court of
Kenya, I was engaged in private practice as a Solicitor
at Limerick in the Irish Free state. I had during that
period wide experience in all Branches of Legal work and
acted as Soliciter to certain Public Institutions.

(4) From April 1936 to May 1937 I held the posts of
Deputy Registrar of His Majesty's Supreme court of Kenya
and aleo of ex officio Agent for the Public Trustee and
Deputy o'tncinl Receiver at Mombasa. During this latter
time I gained considerable experience in the Law and
Practice in this Coleny and in particular in the adninis-
tration of Bestates of Deceased persons and Bankruptey. I
also made myself familiar with the various other Brenches
of the work which form part of the duties of the above

office.




WM

(5) I am, since the 26th May 1936, Acting
Registrar of His Majesty's snpﬁu court of Kenya and
His Majesty's Court of Appeal for Eastern Africa.

In the light of the foregoing circumstances
I should like to be considered as candidate to;- the

above post when it becomes vacant. In any event I shoul

like to be appoimted to act on behalf of the pre{.t
Holder when he goes on leave pending retirement.
1 have the honour to be,
sir,
Your obedient sérvant,

sd.John 0.B.Kelly.
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- GOVERNMENT HOUSE.
" NaIROBI,
KENYA

KENYA.
No §d

J
COXFIDENTIAL.

22 JUN 1937
N o \{

( s - /"J;ne, szl

with reference ti Sir gruigel ‘.'B'trie'a
Confidential despatcn No.79 of tae L7Tu ey On Tk
sugject or the filling of tne _.ost ui Reglstrur
jeneral whicu will oecome vacant on tle retirement
of the present holder Dr.W.M.Keatinge, I .ave tie
nonour to inforu you that an application for :ic
name tu .e cunsidered in connection with the vacancy
has been received from lir.a.Phillips, regarding .
N whose recent appointment as Crown Counsel ycur
\‘-\ J Lo ‘ gonfiuential despatch of the 27th April rerers.-
e The Acting attorney Gemeral in recomuending
the application states that Kr.Puillips ig & very
\ ccnsclggtioua and hard workin, officer for wulose
«bility he Les the greatest regard, although wex.'e e
to be appointed as Registrar General he could not Ue
released from his duties as Crown Counsel until such
time as another Crown Counsel had veen apyointed. as
stated in Sir Armigel Wade's degpatth under relerence
1 w2 of cpinion that the departhent Péqui:‘:‘.é"._ o€
in the charge of an officer not only of ability .t
also of experience unu I do not conaider th..t Lr.
Phillips, who attains the age of 3. years 1i: . re.
days' time, 1is either old enough or ,0..- acs .
oufficlient experience udeguately tuv Li.. tlic posts

I:. the event of no wmore sultaolce calxsiunse
THA RIGEL .0.CUNAZLE
. ORMSSY-GURB, P.C., W.».,
GBCRETARY 0 STATE A T!18 CULLLIBS,

DUWLING STRERT, Lu. K 8. .



for tne _ost be‘ing"procui'uta_lg‘, however, 1 shull be’
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nough only on tie

yrepured to redozmaeny ir.Phillips, t

sulery scale of S720 oY 230 to Sgde oy Zhu te 294K

recorrlenuta 9oy the select Coamittee in 1930 end :

-

tie meximum of wiich i the w».pe - tul of L.

Puillips' s present scale.

S Pending the rece . or your views u to€

__ylication of Yr.Phillips in particular <n. tae
£illing of the post in general, I Jould requect that

no definite action ve taken Lo Live =ffect Lu Lue




KENYA GOVERNMENT HOUSE

NAIROBI,

PRy
o
A e
| 19 JuN1937 /Y May, 1937.
CONFITENTIAL. \

1
l. . Y PERY

gsir,

I have the honour to address you on the
subject of filling the post of Registrar General which
will become vacant on the retirement of the present
holder, Dr.W.M.Keatinge, IL.D., early next year.

o t " 2, In accordance with the approval contained
A in despatch Confidential (2) of the 30th June, 1934,

l from Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister (now Viscount s;:inﬁon)
Dr.Keatinge was informed in December last that I had
accepted the advice of Bx€cutive Goumcil that he &
N should proceed on leave pending ;Oﬁtmn!. in June
- next, by whem he would have ?etc‘d #iears'

| Yo o ‘ &, 's

residential service. >
3. At that time n’m antigipated that no

B

N

S ™ - ¥

é difficulty would have been &Xperiemced in seconding’ -%
3 '

M a suitably gqualified oftice‘;’vto take over Dr.Keatinge's

N

duties on his departure, and it was thougl;-m;;ftcr
a period of trial as Acting negis;:ﬁ'r Ge::ml the "
officer would probably have been rccomenued: for
appeintment to the vacancy in a subawm.ivev‘nd’hciqf.
It has not, however, proved ponsibh ‘ta
select & suitable officer for secondment and in the
circumstances Dr.Keatinge has peen asked to remain on
duty until the end of the year in order that time may
be afforded you to obtaips & suitable candidate rfor the
THE RIGHT HONOURAELE post
W. ORMSEY-GORE, P.C., M.P.,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE QOLONIES,
DOVNING STREET, LONDON §.W.
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END

i ;Ej‘_:. ‘.v!e ‘ 2
post from adother Dependency. Dr.Keatinge has readily
comsented to do this.

4. The Governof is lodtld to leave the departumefit
without a gsenior officer in Bﬁdrge, who must have legal
qualifications. He trusts, therefore, that you will
agree that Dr.Keatinge's successor, when appointed, 3
should arrive in this Colony and take over from Dr.
Keatinge before the latter proceeds on leave. wmh tais

end in view it would be appreciated if arréngements

could be made for the new Registrar General to arrive

here about the last week in December. This proposal
would of course entail an overlap of salaries, but it
will no doubt be possible to meet tae small additional
cost for this year from general savings, while in the
1938 draft Estimates due provision will be made for
Dr.Keatinge's leave salary.

5. You will be aware from paragraph 65 of Kenya
Confidential despatch No.125 of the 6th October, 1935,
that the Select Comittee on Economy were of opinion
that the gquestion of a revision of the salary scale
appertaining to the post of Registrdr-Gemeral would need
examination on the retirement of the present holder. The
Governor shares Sir Joseph Byrne's doubts, however, as
to the possibility of any moditica.tiox; being made and
considers that to obtain an officer of experience and
personality no reduction in the present salary of the
post is possible.

6. In the peculiar circumstances of the case it
has not been deemed necessary to submit the usual fom

of particulurs of the vacant office.
I have the honour te ve,
Your most obed servant,




