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I wrrt* •o«« tun# ago to th*
of State oa the subjoot of rroaboliUng< 

Onea tba •hlta Highlands ara sacursdi thorn can M
no ohjaotion to a systan of fynahold on oondltleeoi

dlffstnitoo nhan OM aanUang It nakoa an
rnlM nonagr an ana's fn»n.

?

1 . t
Tha fol!lnp1 M ^ t^^ i^lavant sxtpaet fron 

. l,ord franols So^'S Isttar of ^4 26th to tha

] Sooratary of StaUi

r-i^ '>5 It aoa that thara ann ha aiy sarloua /
^ i abjaotlan to froaholdlac land, lha aoranmant of 

Konya pronlsad last yaar to appoint a eomnlttoa to 
osplora tha <tuastlcn. without oosBlttlns yooraalf to 
any aotual sehana, would you ba willing for sons plan 
to ha nada hy whloh laasohold land ean ho oonwartad 

daallng noroly with tha broad 
It doas Mka a raal dlffaronea to gottlng 

J flnanca to halp darslop land, If It la freehold 
Tha doorstary of Stata aaw this Isttar but 

Inatruetod that tha Frlwata Saorotary should nsraly 
■ 4 anknooladgo it and explain that tha daoratary of Stah^ 
if had ggna Oanoaa and aould not ba back untlj tha

the letter would ba laid bafor^ ^

J

: Into fraaholdT X 
’ prlnolplo.i
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^ Jha deTaloi'iwnt 0.' t".e l ollcy 
tV 4110 allenatlor oi‘ 
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not eMeeMnc 1,000 acreK,^4nff U nljJPfflilto of 4uunc in ',:en,va.^ .
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C H'ooiiesW that,-In thit .'j(..r, IJS w t»yai»i.>o .t

■--<v

<.aith oertiiln e^*;; tiono) all prants 1 ’Ijf 
' ^ots^Wn lUioaolW i-'ho^ta-•^' W^^H^SSiP'v 
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; so isr as 1 re

bout A^ohold land In Keiu
L

the Inalnanoe lof
1946 is ru

^ It ia«et a ioattio
^ . "mte Highlands* Tne HigblaiUSt

more secure than tne/ are and wnatu^t does QS^ 
is the point of priMiple as to shet.ier the 
aorsrtUDsnt oflTan^M

4

t to iet tiiese lands. g».
I am ^ai^^onsinoed,freehold* in my oen mind^

that the auaaar ia 'no', and further that no
•r-'*

dovemaant in this country could ever fcaat it*
.Konya's only asset is its land. In order to alias 
of the' necessary dsTOlopinent of tiie country, Kenya 
ought to jet a reasonable return fro.m the land shioh 
it allonataa to outsiders. Therefore the ci^Wrjing 

a fair rant is the only proper thing to do, and 
Hj^tbat rent ought to be retised from tiaa to timaj-n . 
^ ; is provided in the present legislation. —To take * f

a new country like Kenya and gise assy freehold £ ; 
chunks of land is really a most unsound.'j^'oceedlng*
If you are to get the full value of it, then the 
price to be paid tot frsshold land sould have to be

V
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I •
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r
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graat enough to coapaoaata for any reasonable foreseen

*<ith land at its prairie value as-Improvement*

It saa, and as a lot of it still is, it would be

of Oovemasat. and end oan oe^ quite oerta^li^hat 
there would bo a furious oppoai^ion'hoK^^Peottlnj

■ ^

HP a room of aquiros .in.Kenya.
■a

Not that 1 have any
but yoa qan/>qulr«' awayulreobleotion to >

^#.,JeAa' J
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jllfitf iM^a, oonaiderabla^^ T 
«uit to make certain that theif -exietlhjc aettlers■

^1

fti^trouble. It you 
^ ^farming oomnunlty does not yet into debt, tb*

but no credit a1^

toa.

ariee aa ttf’'the 4u
thing for it is not cheap credit,

And haying regard to Kenya's record between
--r»fv -

^-#»'.Aihet baais tbe oonyersion should take place
all.

Twenty to twenty-five years is a nemal;upon. IMO and 1936, I don't th^^ that freehold or 
leasehold could possibly 0>^k«ny difference. In 
regard to leases in townah^R^it is another Batter, 

then land in townships Js notoriously a precarioui 
It may go up, or U Bear n«V and '

hating regard to conditions i^Ksnyst ft la somewBat^ 
doubtful Whether,^ 
much on the seourltjn nX a township 'plot. lamd haa. 
appreciated beyond doubt in Mairobi and Mombasa, 

oertain that tC won' t

period for purohass, but that assumes that a
I ■

more economic rent is being paid. The rent
in Kenya la did. an acre till 1945, and it is 

,J — IW .
probably theaght if any of the land la being

but
' !
investment.

put to any use at all, it is worth a good deal
'fbsrefora, in justioS to themore now.

Jovernaont," tbSye would luve to be a very
comprehensive re-valuation, which would take a

- 'lot of time and would coat a lot of money.
but it is by no means 
depreciate oonslderrtly in the next few years, and^.Apart from these particular questions.

■ the general principle all over the world now-a-
*. If anything occurs to-shift the roaidentlal ■ .

So it is aidays is against freehold land^and I cannot sea
land will lose its value, 

speculation anyhow, since the value of the piece of - 
township depeids rathst^on the site value

quarters
. it being accepted for Kenya, which la about the
last plaue, in my opinion, shore the principle

land in a
ought to be introduced.

than on its Intrlnalo worth.
ifThis will mean, probably, «(ke basis

I^.iOf 41 further controversy with the uhoffidials. ,r
otfeed aO.9.1937.

■ ■

argSe that the entire safety^.w^ ,W|11 0

- ^ fut^Jl^psnds on having free-. ^
ydeh Lord Panels $qott says thaU 

iliffarenoe alien you want J 
iioti far to tJ^e

UU
\i

liOidj

ail

raias money^ 'one is hot sure

it II rmousI /
> . ■ «■ V

liisrslly. tll^ j^nt of view of ^aisthHH^.^

money, tners^is yary little differe%os betaeeif' '

t.

'5

'r‘ ■

freehold and' a 9M yeal^s. lease, and lndsed,i Vf I --

J
one of the troubles in Kenya has been that

•ha'vp^und it fal^^ too eibtf to ryiae
‘ .m • * .-i

I*

ooney*

<£t. ^W 73C^
y ./ 1,
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' if -exiirtiac eettlera ■ t 'le: i trouble. If you want tom doea not iet Into debt, th^ beat 
thing for it la not cheep oredit, but no credit a«

t ooomunityforning
eriae oa to''

f b4:jia ^he oonveraion ahould take place
Twenty to twenty-five yearn ia a normal 

period for purobOM, but that auaumea that a
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And having regard to Kenya'a record betweeneU.

upon.
1 don't think that freehold

■ir''
1930 and 1936,

; poaaibly make any difference 
regard to leasee in townchipa, it la onotne
leoeebold oould

more economic' rent is being paid. The rent
in Kenya la hid. on acre till 1945, and it ia 

- • * • cu
probably thought if any of the land is being

then land ia townahipa la notorloualy a preoariout 
It may go up, or it may not,- and

but
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- c='' inveatmenti
put to any use at ell, it la worth a good deal

I
Therefore, in Justloa to the 

‘ ■ ^overnmffiit,'tiii%{;e would hmwe to be « very

comprehenaive re-valuation, which would take a 
let of tlrca end tibuld coat a lot of money.

Apart from these particular questions, 
the general principle all over the world now-e-’ 
daya is against freehold land^ond I oonnot see 
it being ocoeptad for Kenya, whioh is about the

regard to Oonditiona in Kenya,'it ia aomewSat ,

doubtful wnothgr
Xand ham.

• jh^-. h&vlBg
more, nov*

aeourtt^ 0^ * townohl.p plot.much on the
eppreclated beyond doubt in Nairobi and Mombasa, 
but it la by no means oartain that It won't ^

depreciate conaldergbly in the next few years, snd_^ 
to shift the realdsntial ’ 

land will lose its vaiue. _

apeoulation anyhow, since the Talue Qt,the plsps-O^- 
in s township depends rather' on-the Site value 

than on Its intrinsic worth.

ir anything occurs
So it i^ a \quarters

last place, in my opinion, where the prinoiplm 
ought to be introduosd. '

This will mean, probably, «(|e basis 
! 4 of ^ further pontroverey with the uhoffidimla, 
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'--intalaad an4n>^^

4^- /

go Twck to,^h«^ .
i'B^

4
I shall bs ssodiag on 'In a ilagr or

two the draft of a personal latter, to tl^ -

>’*V,a-’- Governor of Kenya sending hla corres^ndenee
-• ' '

I have haflwwlth Lord Francis Seott over
, i ■ ■ ’

In a letter^ to oejiord Franais referred to, this T-- 
question frs^holdlng on irtilijiwte hid air .- 

^jceady writtan to the'8. of S. on the 26th . ;

As you will

i-''' \S.i6.ii..
( /r

r-I\
t, •

V

■lJxiljj.

•part of Mr. Ftoltia’s sinute, that letter to />;
■ ■ ■ “ - 

' / .Jths 3. of 3. was set aslds at the- time. I aai/";'.^',

;..npt\sure whetiier the 3. of S. now wisbsB to *'

■’^ send ji tsplyt It would bs as weCt, I think, ^
" ■ iw to this up until you get the

’^,^neral d^aft letter to tbs civemor iron shloh '
< ■ . - •* 

he will see that Sir C. Bottoaley told Lord
■- Francis Scott that any proposals which sasis

^e from the earlisr

i
y,‘r' ^ I

•. ■ ,/af'

I , I

>

./

I ■

of
’, ■ f ^' / ■ •

to the C.O. i.e. from the Oovemaent of Kenya|f 
wouli tave every consideration, but that we

• i

\
[-■Vvl 1 1

}Si- *''f „ had been brought up in a school which hrfld ‘ '
V-- ■■ .'

I’M" ought to retain a benefit;

T ' ftom the land as land quits apart fros any in­

direct flso^ benqflt fron its developnont. 
There wee very great controversy before the 
war on this subject, and, ultimately, the than

vJCgpi' --I-ia. >»-► J,

Ist '
s_JUCL ^

t '4V '.q-' : , nr
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—Jr TTT

U>-a' Vi-4-^ •
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Vi.
5. of E. yielded to the extent of allowing ,■ [•'• *'J ^

ordinarj- farm leases for a term of 999 years | ^ ■> *^5

*ith periodical revision of iwnt.

J'—. vs: • .

Personally,
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Mr. MortiJi«r (Coul8sion«r of iMdm,

Keny?) called yeaterda/having bea aakad by.gaM/4/39:
-i- TV ’Up; Harrlgln to aound the 0.0. ee.i-offlolally

\•• to vhat otir reaotions woui4 to If o local ■:/-

. eonlttee mn no* to re ad that leaaehold . UMani. mU ttet te «nt. MaetiM lago'te Br.
land In the Bighlanda ahonld be oonverted to OiMkgr 9nm tm ttli
freehold, aa It eaa felt that the OOTerauHit goli« to taoOTa, ant th.. trfwr. Bp. •rartyflor.
could no longer realat the deaand for a

Icoulttee to be appointed to explore theag b..;
MvlMu .bjMtlw «• OrMh^tl^ Urt. n.queetlona.

iMt ynw t.I ahoeed Ur. .^ortlnay the rtoord of

•^th^rd.»rM«l. ^
8cott at Ho.l on thla file and l*ga]M hla the 

■' reference to Sir O.parltlneon'a letter of the 
9th of October (Ho.14 on 08800/37} with which 
a copy of Sir O.Bottoaley'a .Inute naa aent to . ^

I alao told hlu the general ^ 
tenor of the alnutea of thla file and toM hlh \

• eoanlttM U
ittlhg ywamU t. 

t tnk h. «lUUg ftr

niterteif. O.BottoBley'a oonroraatlon
jlM|B.k malt ^«... ..

i

% I

»!«■ «h liB .krttaiBi 
fiaabeltfl.lMt

S m tMlIiB MMljr uMh 
It tM.

h.*
iVMt BtlliflfU. ' .

. XMl tiir«t;MM «• ipBttag t^nmm ^ 
I t. hlg teahUy i^it. tf it u fwfhiBf.

Biii* liwiiri liut air mwm u
•hat.h.

the Oovemor.

/■
that he waa at liberty tO'tell Ur. Barrlgln 

■that Lord Harlech had expreaaad hlaaalf In ' 
favour of the aalntenance of the pritt^

In reporting to Ur. Barplgth,' Mr. Mortlaer will 
wake It clear that thla laat lt( 
la not for general oonauaption. . 

j..... There la nothing aora to be deaa oa
. thli unlaaa and until wo hear acdethlng farthoi' , 

It aan tharefor# ba' pat by.

\\ *
ayatah.,‘' ' f •'

Toura ainoerely,

Of iBfomtioii
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fro* M«groa .V*’’
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* W* Mr* Xikaijr

;v*ul4 b* on th*
aHRtm w«U b* nbi* «•«•«•

Itnng. '••■•d Ik* opinion thot «o iI
M*b n** «• •*• Pmh t* Hi* ol« position thot ootUovo‘4 
onik« to hoar* s rooooaobl* oasnat of oapitol btoind tiioa,. 
tot LOM Pvanoi* Soott tooni^it that youair ■** of *

stoto su{ to b* obis to aako o liTing. I oai« 
W 4i4 not oaat to hao* aagr rssponsibility for fhiiMrss.r to rppardo frotoaXdiac, I sai4 toat. of soar**, any prop*«Ap 
toioh aloat would haro soa*p wasUaratioa. bpt ‘that 

at that tiM) hall *t*a br*a#it «p 
ia a 0^1 lauob hA4 toat th* OoToraMntiouJkt to ratal* 
a boMfit froB Iha load as land, quits ^^t fpw a _ 
iadiroot fioaal boaoflt froa its dsroiojiiilii'w to rogarta^j^

fff^^sl

P
«* (Hr.nood «ao «tth

k-

puhltoity. rpfaroaaa ato 
pahiioitp toioh f||«o* 
toaforoBoo. t a^ t^ X dt « ast

to tho aohoao fh*
loa kp tha

•ypttitleii htM • jrtf af aar%«
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