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I attach a cc& letter from

/.

¢ ‘ W Ledy Brodke-Popham in which she aeks whether anything

g‘.c‘. g‘[fuwd‘* can be done to supply some books and pictures for

MY ?10 Government House, Nairobi. 1 should have imagined
/ myself that the supply of a certain amount of books,

especially standard books dealing with Kenya and
things in it, would fall within the proper furnishing
of Government House, and surely the Legislative Couneil]
would be willing to include a smli sum of money in
their annual estimates for the purpose. As it is,
they provide £500 a year for the upkeep of Government
House grounds, and £400 a year for the upkeep of
Government House furniture, and they couLd‘eriiy -

-

¢°T,

course, the trouble would be that the distinguished

devote some of that to the purchase of bpok.-

visitors who infest Kenya would probably pack up
the more interestiiig books by mistake and the upkeep
would largely take the form of replacements. >
However, that has to be faced.

Such an annual vote Iouldz%: enough to make
a start and a sun of a couple of hundred pounds could"
easily be spent in getting together & library, eand not
by any means an exhaustive library‘about Kenya, its
history and its game, and so forth. This would
require a special vote of Council and I expect that
Council would be quite ready to provide it, though,
they would add it into the emoluments of the Governor
for propaganda purposes-

As regards picturee, I am more at a loas.
I don't think the trusteee of the Lational Gallery
would sgree to let any of their spares go out of this
country, especially to a place in the middle of Africa
where paintings would deteriorate, and if you are to

get
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I attach a cop letter from

/l(?/ Leady Brooth-Popham in which she asks whether anything

can be done to supply some books and pictures for
Government House, Nairobi. I should have imagined
myself that the supply of a certain amount of books,
especially standard books dealing with Kenya and
things in it, would fall within the prorer furnishing
of Government House, and surely the Legislative Council
would be willing to include a smali sum of money in
their annual estimates for the purpose. As it is,
they provide £500 a year for the upkeep of Government
House grounds, and £400 a year for the upkeep of
Government House furniture, and they could easily
devote some of that to the purchase of books-. 'Of
course, the trouble would be that the distinguished
visitors who infest Kenya would probably p&ck up

the more interestiig books by mistake and the upkeep
would largely take the form of replacements.

However, that has to be faced.

not
Such an annual vote would,be enough to make

L

a start and a sun of a couple of hundred pourds could
easily be spent in getting together a library, end not
by any means an exhaustive llbrarylabout Kenya, its
history and its game, and so forth. This would
require a special vote of Council and I expect that
Council would be quite ready to provide it, though
they would add it into the emoluments of the Governor
for propaganda purposes.

Ae regards pictures, I am more at a loss.
I don't think the trustees of the Lational Gellery
would egree to let auny of their spares go out of this
country, especially to a place in the middle of Africa

where paintinge would deteriorate, and if you are to

get
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get good pictures, the chiif.tli. Council T
would very properly object to voting the

The only thing I can see ® ]

necessary money-.
as 8 solution is voluntary gifte, and perhaps
the artiau’c element in the population of Kenya
would contribute gelectéd pictures for the
vesutification of Government Ho:u- Perhaps,
elso, retiring Governors might be willing to
present oﬂda bits of picture or odd bookift:;w
Government louu‘m the same way as the retiring
Lord Mayor presents & piece of golad plate 1o

the City. But that perhaps is too much to

expect.

- .
a\n‘§ Onaek - S opLa s Y | YA %7
1 todd ud rooke-+ophen tnat I would
gopsu.l tiority ani let her have a further

réply in-dee course. In my letter 1 susgested

tnat Couficil might egree to providinz a sum

for the purchase of books, ani-es rezards the
picturesa, I uisQ undertook to find out whether
wi, tnin; can be done. 50 far as 1 can see
re is no way of finding a collection of t{ook:s S §
we couli seni out a.d tne only thing to \ s

1 t (=1, w vole provided for tne’purérus&:- p

of ‘the necéssary volumes wnich pernaps Lady Brooke-
Popham gould supervise When sne,comes to England

A3 reserds gettin?g @iy spsre pict

ext year. ires
. : L »
1 suggest tiat pernaps the secretery of State would

de willin; to explore the pogsibility in &

peraonsl

talk with the first commissioner of Jorks or by g seng

officiael letter. 1 am fairly s're, however, thes

nothing will come f it, since 1t 1 ne tiing to .
lend pictures to henj on the wells * tpis 0ffice, and
. g %
a),{;’/‘ quite another to let tnaf] o aur
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Dowming Street,

November , 1977,

Dear Lady Brooke-Popham,

hr In continuance of my letter of the let of
September about booke and pleturee for Government
HYouse ] now write to say that 1 have consulted
everybody whom 1 can and, as regarde hooks, the only
thing we oan think of is that the Leginlative
Council should ‘ve invited to make some provision
for the purchase of books in their annual vote for
the upkeep of government liouse. 1f they do and if
they put in a reasonably substantial sum to etart
1t (say £200 or =o0), you can wake it that there
will be no objection on tha part ol the f\.o;lc(;nry
92 State from uthir ends " rhen'a smll annual vote
£or booke which could 20 {nto the ordinary upkeep.
would be quite in order. Books could then be -
purchased through the Cro™m Agente like other stores
and our Librarian would be ready te aseiet in any >
way possible. 1 am afraid I qm.ngg’at nothing .
better as f:g.rdn booke unles= you are able to get

hold

T ALY BROOK"-POPHAM,




hold of some private benefactions. Sometirer wrem
a jovernor or ex-Governor departs thir world rin
reprecentative= turn over the library to the
J0lonies where he hae served, unfortunatel: , I
Aon't think any of your predecessors {n ‘enya would
Yave mucr cf o librarv except 9ir vaward Grigg and
there ie no use walting for him departure to try to
set iz boouse. 34r "ush Clifford UJGJ—LO go fror
ecolony to eolony with enough bookse o” hie own to
£411 the walls ot two pood-aized roome, but then he
wam an exception 0 all rules.

Ag reparde pleturen 1 thourht the best
tatny I could do wouls ve to coneull the Secretary
o7 Dtale Inmsel?, ae he knov's more sabout it
perionarly than anyone vlees He telle me that
unde:r the ‘et or Jurlianent which allowe picturee
to be loaned Ly Trufiees of Galleries in this
country Lo embasries abroud, the power of loan is
very confined. 1t doe= not include logﬁylon. or
minietries, but only enbassies.  The quention of
{noluding Covernment Houmses wae raised when the

Bill



Bill wae in Committee and rejscted, and

Mr, Ormaby Gore says there is absolutely no hope

of getting an amendrent -through Purliament which

would be necesnary. _He very greatly regrete thie

otate of affairc, Hhut msays that he can do

ab=olutely nothinz in ‘ace of what hanpened when the

Bill was urder disoussion, ﬂo.l am afraid that we

are broken recede in this connection, It hae

opcurred- to me that Lor Prancie Sgott might be able

to get hi® royal niece, the Luchems of Gloucerter,

to produce one or two of hor'puintinen of “enya

about which s0 much i= written, which could be put

on the walls of Governront Houme,K but that

sugpestion ia perhaps wore michievous than practical,
With regard to lr., Faet'e pigtures, I

have a sort of notion that 1 saw in the paper the

other day that some of his, which had been thought

highly of a féw yearr ago, were put up for rale at

Christie's and went for about £5 each, but that ie

only




only a vague recollection and it may huve been msome
other artist and it may not have been Christie'r,
anynow, you are quite right not to think of buying
them.

I had little Vrs, lurtin Johneon in to
see me the other day and I can eay that vou and
your hu.pnhd have aertainly acquired one devoted
foliower if you neven ret another, “le wae full
of delight at the kindnar- “hich wire had received
from both o you and could not r.:.,:,' Yo much,

Youre efrocrcly
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DOn 1 14@ STREET. )

lst Kove: ber, 1987.
X5y il

¥

Desr Lady Brooke-ro, ham,

Thank you very much for your letter of the
22rnd of Octuber, from which [ &u plsd to see thet you
and your husband sare happy in <enya though 1 fear thet
you have about as much work ae ie good for ainy two
people, if not for any eix.

You have set me 8 fearful puzzle with regard to
books and picturee for Goverrment House, and I will have
to consult various luthor‘ine- and see whal ce . heppen.

I quite agree that Government House, Neirobi, should be
furnished with something in the neture of a gooc library
of standard books of reference sbout “enys, but the
difficulty is where to get them from aund who ie to pay.
If the .egislative Council agreed to provide a small sum
snnually for the purchase of some books ae part of the
furniture of Government House, I do wnot .fhaink mero. wogld
be sny objection Irdeed, [ should regard it ase Jui':‘

.. ADY BROUKE-POVHAM.



aes muich s neceseity as the usual crockery. However,
there is en enormous lLibrary about “enys and it will
be an expensive fatter to get a good lot together.

As regards pletures, I do not <now what to say.
It is the case that some pictures esre lent from the
Netional Gallery to various Government departments.
We have got quite a lot in this office on loan, but they
are of s dullnees and bedness and foul teste that hse to
be seen to be bellieved. I am rnot sure, however, whether
the trustees of the Galleries w uld agree to letting ‘
any pleturee go out of Bnglend. Apart from uthe:
difficulties, there ie always the risk of ceterioration
in foreign climstes. #e heve had a lot of trouble over
the State portraits of our Kiligs and (ueens which have
required & lot .f ex,ensive restoration in verious parts
of the world, and it would e risky to iet a valusble
0ld master escape into the tro:.lics. However, ! will
see what we can do about that, though | fesr it will not
be too encouragli .g- You cen trust ' r..rmsby Gore to.go

the best he can, 8o it wou't be for want of trylng.
\
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| omer Hat “*1‘:‘
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s “14.’

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
NAIROBI,

Kenva.
Lind uctober,g 5

Sir John waffey, who was staying with us a
Llittle while ago, suggested that [ wrote to.you for
help ana advice. He told me that you would not be ta ing
up your new a pointment just yet and would still be at
the Colcnial Office. . °

Dear Mr. Flooa,

» .
We are most anxious to collect a few bocks for
Government House herc. There is not = book in the rlace
and so many jeople coming to stuy here for &. fe- days
before .oing up country usk for books on game and fishing -
and the country g:nerzlly. I feel sure that there must
be libsries in other Government Houses, but I do not ¥now
to whom to a.ply or where to write and I feel that perhaps-
you may be able to tell me. -

It seems tc me that we ought to hzve all the
latest books on Kenya itself, «n"fishing, shooting-and .
big game, .as well us on the more serious problems -of. the~
Colony. Government Ho.se“at lombesa is alsgo devoid :
books, but I uon't feel that for the moment At matters
SO much there. [ zm aore keen that,we should-get z few

'\\ v

standurd works here. - >
. another point. - In tA¥s colossal nouse'there
are three pictures (landscapes) .:ich were lent to, Govern-
ment House by the artist ( Mr. Alfred Bast) - Hé is'now
deceased and his widow demands, the return of the plctures
or the purchase of same ror £700 each. ,We havewefr:=2qa
to buy them &s they are incredibly bad.’l I feel Ahat there
should be a few pictures as part of the furnishing of
Government House anu for its general dignity ana I have
written to Sif Philip Sassoon about this, hoping that he
may be able to unearth & few from the archives. of the Tate
or National Gallery! If y.u cwun think of anyone else who
might possibly Hel, over this, perhaps you would advise
me about this too. L ) \

We are ooth ha.py beyond w.ras,.loving the
country, and finding ‘the job irntensely interesting whicy
makes/ v :



mzkes for & full life. I only hope that H.E. will sty
the course. He is working much too hard.

- I do hope you are pleased with your new
appointment, but it is sad to think that I shall not be
able to bombard you when I come homc next year.

Yours sincerely, p
. z S o



