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S from Mr. Alfred Ilé]ner regarding certain allegations
‘a8 to the treatment of mt‘;vol‘ in Kenya. :
‘4r. MacDonald wou g grateful if you would

advise what yeply he sh to the Archbishop's 4
letter. L4 g -8
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- NATIVE RIGHTS IN
, " KENYA

SEekeg

tive i
isa to protect African political,
:;:rmk. and cultural rights.—Yours,
. -
Jomo  KENYATTA, ral
Kikuyu Central

15, Cranleigh Houses, -~
I feigh Street London N L1,
January 7.
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D ; have the Nonour to refer to yoﬂ.wpauh
3. % i . No, 7711 of the 24th November and to offer the following

1 oburv-conn on. the ntun from tho "mmnu uuardian
Lt Whteh your attention has been o avn “by the Archovishop
of /oﬂ
¢ 2 fnere is, of*course, no foundation for the
statement that there is "mo freedom of bnoh. freedom
of uuchun or fruu- of movement® for the uuvo
)ooplu in thh Colony. It is ‘ot 1llegal tor more than
! . “five people to meet ugnnox for other than religious -
purposes, provided their purposes are lawful. It is not
obligatory for a kuropean missionary to be present at a
meeting for religious purposes. Headmen are, however,
empowered under Section 8 of the Native Authority
: Ordinance, 1937, to 1ssue orders prohibiting or restrict-
ing natives from holding or attending-any meeting or
assembly which might tend to be subversive of peace and
good erder, and irohibiting or restricting the holding
of drinking bouts excessive dancing and immoral or
indecent dances. e Tt gins Wt i
& —As-my attention had already been drawn 19 the
an) ol Ko Kad
cutting, -recently caused investigations to be made
regarding the case referred to in Bw, Kenyatis's address.
- f-w“*:.".“.“ that, without details of the date and
place and of the persons concerned, it is extremely
difficult to trace such an incident in a Province con-
taining more than a million inhabitants. No case in which
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THE FIGHT HONOUKABLE
- BALCULM MACDOMALD, M.P.,
{i mlﬁ! oF uun ?Oﬂ THL GOLONIES,
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>~ . the feets correspond witn Uiose ¥ otm y & x-nu-

has been discoversd. Ft—ie;

X W fwiven Koorarihgi s TP PP ) pu...t,“..l.,;
LS of & case which

uom An the Fort Hall Dl.ttht of tlo G-ttnl irovince
about two years -. and -hl.th/u )tn-llg a typical
exmmple of such cuu. A Chief surprised a number of
young natives holding a tes-party late at night snd
performing a dance which had been forbidden by a resolu-
tien of the local Native Council. he girls' parents

¥ . were extremely angry that the girls had been induced by
the young men to attend the party without the parents' -
knowledge. Upon prosecution of these persons before a
Native Tribunal the young men were awarded severs
sentences and the girls s mmall fine. Upon lodging an
appeal to the District Commissioner they were released -
on a bond signed by a native pastor of the Churech
uissionary Society who is also a leading member of the
Kikuyu Central Association. During the hearing of the
appeal they took an oamth that the affair had been an
innocent tea-party and that théy had mot indulged in
any form of daneing. The Distriet Commissioner gave
them the benefit of the doubt and quashed the comvietion
and sentences against them.

Rovortartn e puls 4 this 1 e the honour to be,
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/5" December 1938.

8ir,

1 have the honour to refer to your despatch

h
No, 711 of the 24th November and to offer the following

observations on the cutting from the "kanchester wuard

to which your attention has been drawn by the Iu‘chouh'
of York.

2. there is, of course, no foundation for the
statement that there is "no freedom of speech, freedom
01: association or freedom of movement" for the native
pecples in this Colony. It is not illegal for more than
five people to meet together for other than rcllg1q.
purposes, provided their purposes are lawful., it is not
obligatory for & kuropean missionary to be present at &
meeting for religious purposes. Headmen ni'o. however,
empowered under Section 8 of the ]liivo Autharity
Ordinance, 1937, to uluo orders proh!.bl.unc or restrict-
ing natives from holung or attending nny -utinc or
assembly which might tend to be subversive of peace and
good order, and prohibiting or restricting the hol«ii.ng
of drinking boute excessive dancing and immoral or

~ indecent dances.
3. As my attention had already been drawn to the

/ngf (-1 "o J’&;ao/j%- )

cutting, I recently caused investigations to b‘d udo-
regarding the case referred to in Mr., Kenyatta's address.
You will appreciate that, without deteils of the date and
place and of the persons concerned, it is extremely
difficult to trace such an incident in a Province con-
taining more than a million inhabitants. No caseé in which

the eee
1HE RIGHT HONOURAELE . “
MALCOIM MACDONALD, 1
SECRETARY OF lu!l FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STREET,
LIONDON, 8. W. 1,




m«mim.uuu Council. ihe girla' parénte - -

’ tvﬁ night and
“had hn tw:iudln by a resolu-

“o qxtrmbn' ﬁnt W;&thh‘b.‘sw U
the young men to attend the party In.ho\t\l ,{“n‘

knowledge. Upon nﬂ'oueuuen ol tluu pcr\‘onn moﬂ - ”"

Native iribunal the young men were awarded severe -

- sentences ud _the girls a amall fine. Upen - lmm an

appeal. to ﬂu m.wut O-uuom they were nluu‘
on @ bond signed by & mative pastér of the Ghureh
u.utm Socfty m is also a lﬁh‘iu member of the
Kikuyu Central Association. Duuu t.b. hearing of the
-p],thqtooknuih that the .fnn- bad been an
innocent tea-party and that they hg! not indulged in
any form of dancing. ‘he District co—iunionu gave &
them the benefit of the doubt and quashed the comviction
and sentences against them.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

GOVERNOR.




- Bishopthorpe, | )
York. -

21 November 1938

My dear Creasy, - =

How nice to be in t.onch witl‘m ﬂl!l '
‘mist try and meet ‘sonetime n Iam in ‘Londoa. -

Ce e It is very good of Mr. anmg‘;*

| to write when the Ocrnrnor'- report m!vu. I”

sure thut he und you undonum. that when l m . o
documents of this sort, it is not because 1 m q-_ e
self enquired into them or in nny'nyA accept the
statements made as necessarily true, but rather thut
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I am sure the Colonial Office wishes to know what l~l
| being alleged, and, so far as abuses arise, to check
i them. - .

Yours sincerely,

"/‘”‘;‘« Flr1;
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- he. wmsiatenoy of this country's pmests
Mmt thc trcatment or thé J-ys™in Gex nany 1

ez in view of the conditiors e Lue nati!n peopl :
*{*ﬂ;" othu &-itish colon:los, vaa comenw ;

Ry — SPLRES
B i, N
3 ce Burenz; 1
: 3 : 1ant nig,ht to the l{anchostor anian-Snoto b2 A
s i . s
e - "I not orly aay", sqkl !.Ip X nyntta, "tuat ﬁa“-g

R A»Mt!eh Fustism in the c?lonies but can rive you ¥
m larl Tacts for youlo judze vhether -he’ Jews i ST
M are tx'eated worse than we are in &

m-coloniel‘i’." e

-

. .For the native peoples in ‘he colenies there was ho - =
’ ) troodn of speech, freedom of association, or fréedom: of
movememt. In Kenya it was illepal for more

ive

people to meet together except, for a religlous purpose, and”

o when there was e.mting Tor a :vlimous pu;poae t.hexw .

had to be a 'hife miseionarj leadinp the congregation. A
native ﬁ-um of hia, a Christian, went to “church one

day, and afterwards he invited four fricnds to his home

to have tea before poin~ to the evcnlnﬂ' se(wice. While

they. ‘were there a policeman called, and, seeing sdx

veople - incluHng the woman who wes serving the tea -
arrested them and locked them up. At the -ourt on the

\ following ;hy ‘they were each sent to priaon for 't\,o

months amx fined £7,10s for hmtng "ulognlly aeaen’bled"

Mmtbk,pl# thl.na umsu aniwﬂ-







