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AlIR MAIL 2
GovernmENT House ;
KeENnYaA Nairosi
Na. 20 Kenva

/44 JANUARY, 1938,

Sir,

With reference to my
(Dew 300 fic despatch No. 654 of the 17th December, 1985,
I have“the honour to transmit at the request
" of the East African Indian National Congress,
’ a copy of the Resolutions passed at the 14th

Session of the Congress held in Nairobi on
the 1st and 2nd Jamary, 1938.

{ ./';) L, - -
W > I have the honour to be, T
p Yor = o3 . b
e . Sir, .
o - _ four most obedient humble servant, - -
% gl
Q
~N .
9 GOVERNOR'S DEPUTY.
3\ 'f.‘
\\§\ - i -

THe ATGHT HONOURAELE
W. ORISBY GORE, P.C., J.P.,
) SECRETARY. OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES, '
| DOWNING STREET,
LONDON, $.¥, 1.




- RESOIUTIONS PASSED AT THE 14TH SESSION OF
THE EASTERN AFRICA INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

1. This Congress expresses its great sorrow at the sad demise -
of Mr. A.M.Jeevanjee and I'r. B.3.Varma both pioneer leaders
and past Presidents of the Tongress.

“hair.
Tassed.

2. This Congress extends 2 “~--ty and cordial welcome to M.H.
Ismail Esq., the first Indian Trade Commissioner for East
Africa and hopes that his advent will prove beneficial to
the Indian community in general and to the Indian trade
interests in particular.

Chair.

Passed.

3.{a). This Congress fully sympathises with the' Indian Community
of Zanzibar in its brave and just struggle against the Clove
ILégislation which has established Government monopoly for
Jinternal and external clove- frade of-the Protectorate
through the GoVernment Department misnamed -as the Clove - T
Growers Association. This Congr€6s is of arinion thmt the .
sald legislation s agaifist thc best intercsts_ of the- clove
growers and~the trading community of Zanzibar and aims-at ~=

eliminating the Indians there$rom.and is also injurious to <~ |

the permanent intercsts of the country. This Gongress con-_
gratulates the Inqian,ggmmunity;ef Zanzibar on its &ndurance
and stéadfastnces in the clove strike t6 preserwewits . -
clemenQary rights as an dintegral part of the “permancnt

population of Zanzibarsand 1ts fullest-support. s
(b). This Congress is of opinian. (fiat the efforts of the Ty
Goverfiment of Ipdia to safcguard the legitimate interests of
Zanzibar Indians in the matter of @laye Trade have not >
resulted in any ad2quatc relief of the Indian Comminity and
urges the Government of India to take further effective stéb§~
to protect the interests of Indians, including imposition of *
embargo on the importatign_of clove!‘ 7
(cj« Inis Congress appreciates the magnificent support givan to
Zanzibar I “iane Ly the Indian National Congress, The Imperial
Indian Citizenship association and other institutions as also
by the lcoud rs, clovs wmerchants ana tne public of India and
feels confident that this will be continued till justiee is
donc. PFurther this Congress rogrets the attitude of the. -
Indepcadent Party in the Zentral Legislature in India possibly
due to misundcrstanding of facts and rcquests 211 parties ip

India to kecp the gyuestion of Indiens Overse<s ®bovc party
politics. _ . T party

(d). This Congress protests 2g=2inst the continuencc of the
moratorium in Zanzibar which has been in force sinec the
18ts of July, 1934 crusing great hardship to the creditors
because c¢f the indcfinitencss of the pcriod. for which it may
remain in forcc. The enforcement of this ons-sid2d moratorium
which sffects Indians only for such an unduly long =

pcriod/

by




period in normal times is unprocedented ~nd gives risc to
suspicion 28 regards thc real intcntions of the Govzernment

in conncction with thc scttlement of debts. This Congrces \
hopes that the Zanzibar Government will introduce a just !
end equitable measure for decbt scttlement without any

further delay in the interests of the Protectoratc as a

whole.

froposed by Dr. Topiwnlla, Scconded by Mr.A.Pritam.

Passed.

4., This Congress considers the Transport Control Bill as a
serious inroad on the economic intercsts of the Indian
Community in this Colony and condemns the Government's
attitude in not granting the Indian Elected Members the
rcquisite reprcsentation on the Sclect Committee appointed
to consider the Transport Control Bill, and-also condemns
the unsympathethic attitude adopted by the Government
regarding the Indian dsmand for rcpresentation on, the pro-
posed Licensing Board and rzquestf thé Secrctary of State
to _withhold his- sssent to this bill,

Proposcd by ¥r, D.D.Puri. S-~conded by Mr.i.Pritam.

Faéscd.

5. This Congrcss rcaffirms its previous resolutions in

respect " f the fellowing:~ L& # = -

1. ippointments of Indians on 211 Public Bodies, Commissigns,
Committees and Boards. .

.

- <. Appointments of Indi2ns to higher grades ih Judicindsy _
°  Executive, Administrative, ~nd. Railway s€rvices.
b 3. Abandonment of Segregztian. - -

4. Administration of .rms Laws. 4
5. Trial by Jury. -
6. Justice of the Peacc.
7. Medical facilities s
and inetructs the executive of the Congress to mrke further
néeéesary representation with the Governmiht.

| W TR Chair. ‘

; Pro3d, : .

6. Whereap. acgording te Agricultural Census  for 19%¢ approxi-
mately 10 per cent only of the total holding in Kenya is
being-nodually béneficially occupied by Burdpean farmers

' the unoultivated areas should be recverted tq the Govern-

. ment-and. thrown open.te All.rages without any rbﬂtf?ﬁ}ion
whatever. A . -
! . Chalr., .
R AR, a d. . . . 3 4
Mo e GOfe . be ?P‘?F?f 4 ' s e k

7.  Thid Bdnfteds rehueBta the Government of India to crﬁgtgh‘
& ppecial Overseas ?Qpartmant to logk after and deal yith
the :préblems’ 0f Indians abroad as it ia pecoming T

& ” ' iner<esingly/
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inereasingly difficult for the Dcpartment of Educ=tion,
Health 'nd Lamds to copc with all the problems in the
manner thcy should be dealt with.

Propoeed by S.T.Thakors. Scoonded oy S=muecl Hege
Passcd.

This Congrcss wishes to placc its strongest protest Agrinst
the continuation of thc protsctive duty on whe=t =and wheat
flour, the staple fooa of the Indian population which hes
worked most harshly on thc consumsr for the last 14 years
2nd is 2lso affecting the Native popul~tion who -rc begin-
ning to usc whcat flour.

This Congregs =lso wishcs to pl=ce on r-cord that thc mono-
poly granted to a Europcan .gency under the S=1c of Wheat
Ordinance has proved to be detrimental to the intercsts and
requircments of thc Indian consumer of wheat and whent
flour as rcgerds thz qu=lity of wheat supplicd and arbitra-
ry prices by thc millcrs, who ~rc also the agcnts-for thc
sale of whcat.,

Propescd by Shamsud Dooen. Soconded by D.D.Furi.

Pagscd.

This Congrase considers the Tradc Union Ordinance, 1937,
to be vemy rcstrj ctive Tor thc organisations- of workcrs
and espgcially tﬁ Indian werkers, and urgss upon th: Kenya
Govornment to.repeal all the clausé® of th: said Ordinance
which placc uhfair and unjust rcstrictions on work.ra'
organ;shtxone. and to amené-#l in such ~ wmny 48 to make the
powers of the Registrar 2nd the Gevernor-ins Guncil bEsject
to an ~ppeal to the High Court.

-

Proposcd by Makhsn Singh. \Seconddd oy Dr. De Souzn;

Whereess in ’hltﬁ Papsr No.3574-pr: agnted to the Parliement
by the Secretary of St-te for the¢ Colonizs in Junz 1930

the prineiple wes enunciated that with rogard to the
franchise for the Legislative Council of Kenya His Mugcosty's
Government =rc of the opinion that thc cetpblishm-nt of =»
common clectoral roll is the chicct to b imed nt ~nd
attained, with an cqual framchisc of = civilis®®ion or
education opch *n =11 racrs, This Gungrces would now
welcome the int. du-tion of Common Elsctor=1 Roll,

Proposed By Ieher Dass. BSecounded by L«BoPatzi.
Passcd.
This Congreés is of “the opinion-that it 1s in. th: i#tcrcst
of the Colony =as 1 whole to cneourage the Nativc “gti’ulture
in the Native ReBCr¥es particularly c+wsh 2xport srops.
Proposed' by K.K.Predhan. Seconded by S.T.Thaker.
Passed. .

12.




This fongress wishes to convey to the Imperi=1l Government
through His Excellency the vernor that the entire Indian
Community of Kenya is definitely opposed to the policy of
reservation of Kenya Highlands for the ®uropeans and reminds
the Government that the community has émphatically disap-
proved of such reservation from the time of its inception
under the pretext of adminiestrative cohvenience as the said
polidy is injurious to the harmonious and peaceful develop-
ment of the Colony and entirely unjustifiable as it does
not onl¥ introduce ra¢ial discrimination as between His - ..
Majesty's subjects but also favours non-British Europeans
in pro¥erence to British Indians who have played the most
important part in the development ahd defence of this
territory. .

And, as such reservation has always bekn consideted by the
Indiah Community as most unjust ahd iniguitous, the proposed
Oder-ipi-Council and the contemplated visory Board in con-
hection therewith reaffirmigg the admihistrative practice
should be dropped in the interests of Imperial solidarity.

This Congress strongly protests against-the desision of the
Imperigl Government in apprdvirg %hs recommendations of the
Kenya fﬁhd Coémmissiofl in toto, without dllowing the African
and the Thdign Committces to submit their views thercon and
urge8 reconslderation of their dedision-at an early date.
This. Congress firmly belisves that in making thé recommend-
ations as contained in section 1496 of the report in regard
to grant-of leases to the gffect that in the Afridan .
Reserves lea#®s can be.granted to Buropeans and the Afriocfhe
.may be. granted leases ih Ruropean ‘Highlands and making no-
“provisicns for grant of lemses to Indian settlers in

African Remerves and the Buropean Highlands and thus
igroring them altogether, the-Ifip€rial Governmént has done
great-injustice to Indian S&ttlers and urges Govarnment to
make provision for grant of leaseg to Indtans in these

areag on the same -basis ae that of the Buropeans whenever
there is a demand for such leases. -

E
This Congress reiteratss its strong protest against--the —
reservation of Highlands in Kenya for Europeans only and
thallenges the declarations that any pledges were given to
the Eurepean farmers for reservation of Highlands.

i3 angresa enters its strong protest againsigthe recom-
mendation of the Land Commission as contained in section
1957 of the report tr *he effect that the farms at present
ownzd and cultiveted ., lndian settlers in or about
Mohoroni should be mergad in Buropcan Highlend for ever,
should such farms come to the market for sale =nd should
a Buropean happen td purchase them, and urges the Govern-
ment to digown the recommeéndation. This Congress views with
alarm the recummendation of the Commission in section 1979
of the report, namely, securing to the Furopean farmeérs in
Kenya and gbsentes farm owners in the Highlands by Order-
in-Council and thereby imposing on His Majesty's Indian
settlers a statutory discrimination which is in itself ini-
quitous, unjust and uncalled for and urges the Imperial

Government to refrain from doing so until they have heard
the Indian case. ’

Proposed by Mr.Amin. Seconded by Mr.Abbassi.
Passed.
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13.

14. - 4
" on the Legislativé Counc’l of Kenya is inmadequatc under the &

15.

16.

“is not paid to the development of the Coast and urges "the

This Congress keeping in view the poor conditions of the
Indian workers urges upon the East African Governments to
introduce legislation regarding workman's compensation,
minimum wages, and to regulate the working hours to eight
hours a day and 45 hours a week, and also to increase the
wages of Indian workmen wherec they are low, to replacc
daily wages by monthly wages in the Public Works Department
and the Railway, and to provide facilities, such as free
quarters and holidays with pay where they are not provided.

This Congress urgcs upon ... Kenya and Uganda Railways and
Harbours to improve tné working conditions of the Inpdian
artisans, to increase their wages where they are low, to .
provide free quarters and holidays with pay, keeping in
view its anticipated budget surplus this year.

Proposed by Mota Singh. Seconded by S.G.Amin.

Passed. & 'k B

» .

This Congress is of the opinion that Indian rcpreaent,&_tic;z

prescnt Constitution and urges upon His_Majesty's Govern-
ment to grant 2 substantial increase and notes with regret:
that neither the ImperiiT Government nor the-TIdcgl Govern--
ment have paid any attentionm t&-the recommendatiofis of theee
Joint Parliamentary Committes contaiped in para 97. W e
- X . - i e o - =
This Congré8s alsg urges upon the-Governméint c«mya@_o &
increase the representation on the-Standing Finance Com-
mittee. - - = e e R
i ,(:v e . S = %
Chair, == g L - ~
> > Passed: .. ) B
Thie Congress sends~ite heartiest felicitations to the
Indian National Congross on its complete victory in the. =~ .
clection in seven Provinces Fnd tHéir formation of &~ =
Ministeries in the seven Provinces in Ingia, and prays -
that the struggle of the Indian Natien be crowned with -
success.
-~ «il 2 o

Thie Congress requests thc Foreign Department ofi:the.
Congress in India to exploré ways and means of stréngthen-
ing the points of contact between the Congréss in Indis
and the E.A.I.Nationel Congrcss.

Chair. = i i |

Paesed. - 4
. ) - A
This Congress is of the opinion that sufficispt-attentitn

;Government to givs greater attention t§ the nceds of (the
Coast and ,-1nrzenaify Native production's; : T
t il

Seconded by P.D.uaster.

! L 2 [/
Passed. R Sk 2

Proposed by K ,K+Pradhén ¥}

17.
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17. This Congress requests all employers to so rcducc the
working hours of their employees as to give them sufficient
time for recreation aiming 2t not more than 8 hours = day

and 45 hours a week.

’ Proposed by M=khan Singh. Seconded by Mnrta Singh.
) Passed.

18.(a). This Congress is of thc opinion that the present educa-
tion vote is inadequatc to meet the nceds of the Indian -
‘Bducation in Kenya and urges the Government of Kenya to
increase it substantially.

(b). Thie Congress protests against the cut in grants-in-aid
t> Indian schools and requests the Government to restore
samc to the original scale at least in case of clementary
schools. ) s

(c)s~In the opinidn of this Congrcss. time has now cuma when -
he Imdian Education in clementary standards be made com- °

pulsory.
_Propcsed by D.D.Buri. Beconded by A.5:Patel.
Passed. e 05
— = g - : . .. )
19, Notige of motion to chane, the CondRitution of the -
- Congressi- -2 -
Delate seotion H and put in.ghe following insteadi-
> | wpive months before-~the Session, the Exccu®¥ive of-tha _

. E.A.Indian Natiopal CongFese.will circulate to all

Constituent Indian Ampuedations 2 panel of namés not- - .
Sm i exceading four and not 13se than- two persons whom . .tiey °

. think- spould be elected as presiddnts of the year's
Scgeion. The Indian Associations of differont places
affiliated to the B.A,I.N:.Gengress will hdAve tHE right
> to suggest any more namés within fifteen days of sucir-
cirsularis=tion ~nd the Executive will then sesk ‘the

i .consent of the nominece and circulate the list of consent-
) ing nominees sixty d=ys before the a ion for thec

purpese of voting."

Proposed by Dr. rvo. Scconded by F.A.Mehta.
Passed.

| .
il 20, Whereas it has been a&oritﬁtively recogﬁi-;e'd that the
Mdinn agriculturiste have provided ocular demonstration
" . .to the Africans without being s burden to thes¢" tesritories;
this: Congress takipg the broad view of the alrbund;gsvelop- -
ment of His Majesty's East African Deopéndencie® urges upon:--
His MajeBty's Govirnment to &ppoint a Commissisn to inquire
into and roport upon the possibilities of inoreased settle-
ment of;“:}ﬁd\hn agriculturiste =nd to formulate proposals
with a wiew to encouraging such settlement. .

Py ;
;gﬂosgrd by K.K.Pradhan. Secondod by Abasacc.
K Passed. : g

21.
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21, This Congress urges upon the East African Governments to
employ His Majesty's Indian Subjects in the Administration
in preferehce to fcoreigners: i

Proposed by Shamusuddeen. Seconded by Isherdess.
Passed .

22. This Congress requests the Education Authorities to meintain
an invariable policy of entrusting education of Indian boys
and girls t¢ Indian headmasters and head mistresses in the
intorests of the alummi.

Proposed by Abassee.  Seconded by Isherdass.
Passed.

23, This Congress urges upon the Government to implement the

> resolution of the Nairobi Munigipal Council asking _for the
election cof seven Indian members in tote,-which resoliftion
bas been re-affirmed by the Nairobi Municipal Council thrice
by an o¥erwhelming m®jority. . -

s In the opipion of this Congress any further pandering to

the-demands of religious institutions in civie hertters is
likely to inundate the ‘Gevernment with requests Tor réser-
vation of eeats from a_number of sections mnd sub-sections
of a religiaome.group and eficdurage splits in the Community

_with darigerous repgrcussionw. s o

Proposed iy_S.T~.Thakai‘e. _Sec;nded by Kassam Kanji. V
~ “=  Passéd. = ) e
2¢. Thi# Tongress authorises the Bzecwtive to get in touch with _
Indien organieations of sister téFritories with a view to
evolving & cogrdinated organisation and fo7submit a workable

and feasible achSme acocptable to alt, —
Chair.

. Passed.
: PR ' v,

25. Thia Seseion of the E.A.Indian National Congress dea—afs to

#end a deputhtion %o India to agitate and create publie
opinion against the. . ‘midgation of the proposed Order-in-
Gouneil in relation to White Highlande and“to move thc
Government of India fo foreatall the measure and authorises
the Exedutive Committés to decide the personnel of the
d;p’\iiu&!on incTuding tHose that are electad by this session
Who ‘#holdd ‘eail bY the steamer on the 27tk January 1938
Aying their own passage-and personal. expenses . Thds =
ongréss further authoriges Bxecutive to raise a fund =
to be spent for propaggﬁg purpodes both here and “in ¥ndia. |

Proposed by Isherdass. Seconded by Pyujara.
Passcd. "y \(' . .

5 BABT-AFRIOAN 130 4" 1A TIONAL CONGRESS.
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