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This recommendation emanates from uhe
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307 warch, 1935.
CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir,
1 have the honour to refer to

correspondence terminating with the late Viscount

Milner's Confidential despatch of the 6th August,

1920, regarding the maintenance of Consular Cfficers
5{0 4 in Southern Ethiopia.

2. An interim recomnendation has been
;‘} : _N made bty the Economy Committee that the question

should again be raised of the acceptance by His

Majesty's Government of the cost of the British

Consulate at Mega.
3, The anrual cost of this Consulate
. ] te this Government, exclusive of pension commltments
. CJL:’\AJ and passages, is approxlmately £2,090, and, more
3 4espec1ally because 1t has always ‘been considered
:—\\ . that its malntenance cannot Droper1v be regarded as
(\( a responsibility of this Government, the question of
the abolition of the Consulate or the holding in

abeyance of the post of Consul has from tinme to

~—

Q

(X

fi§ time come under consideration.

\Jg Conditions on the Kenya-Ethiopian

frontier are, however, as you are aware, for reasons

beyond the control of this Government such that a

Consular Officer in Southern Ethiopia remains

indispensdble. The situastion which has recently
arisen
MAJOR THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
SIR PHILIP CUKLIFFE-LISTER, P.C.,G.B.E.,M.C. M Fey
SECRETARY OF STATT FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STREET,

T e T B R VR




arisen between the Italian and Ethiopian“Governmentf
has served to emphasise the nscessity for maintsining
existing arrangements.

4. Tt will be readily appyecinteﬂ that 2
very considerable proportion of the annﬁal nilitary
expenditure of this Colony is atiributable to this
Governnment's responsibility for neintalr ing 2t inperial
frontier with Ethiopia and Ttaly, and that it is also
from these circunstances that the necess®iy for a
consular representative in the former territory arises.
5. Tt has recently been prougit to the
notice of this Government that full resgonsilility

for His Majesty's Consulate at llarar in Rritish
gomaliland has now peen resumed by the Foreign Office;
and it is in fact understood that the Pritish
Somaliland fovernment was relieved of financisl
-responsibility for this, appointment in 1931.

As far as is xnown to this Covernment
the duties of the Consular officers at llarar and ﬁeé&
are analoéous, and it is difficﬁlt, therefore, to .
appreciate why the one should be accepted os @

on Office, while the other

o

responsibility of the Forei

continues to De regarded as a Proper charpe erainst

this Govermment.

6. Shonld you agree, T shall be gretef:l

if, in the circunstances given, Jou will approach

the Foreign Office with a view to relievirg this

Government of the expense of this Consular appointrent.
T have the honour to e, ’

ir,
Your most obedient, humble servant

/2 Pl [/-,nd A

ACTING GOVERICR.
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