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Sir G. Tomlinson.
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Telephone No.: Warrsnare 1234,

Any reply to this letter should be addressgd fom—"

THE SEORETARY; -~~~ -
'J‘nl/,;slm\', k= TREASURY CHAMBERS,
\’Vummix., Loxpon, S.W.1.
and the following number quoted . g
A /$
& S. 34609,/0477.
sie,

ol ils

I have leid uvefore the Lords Coru

‘wjesty!s Treasury Mr. Surridge's letter of the 19th instant
(38393/38) signifying Mr. MacDonald's concurrence in the
recommendation of the Colonial Development Advisory

5 Committee, conveyed in the Secretary's letter of the 27th
ultimo (C,D.A.C. 2380) that -a free grant of £4,000 shouldl pe
made from the Colonial Deveélopment Fund to the Government

(\ of Kenya representing helf the.estimuted capital expenditure
\
\) on-the establishment of a high level sissl research stztion
¢

« N in the Colony. iy Lords note that the balance nf the
\
iy
copital cost will be contributed by the Sisul Industry
Committee, who will ulso besr the whole of the uinually

N,
c e LT
\§\ recurrent experditure on the stTwtTon, assisted by such
\

contributions as may be made by the sovernment of Kenya

under the terms of the Sisal Industry Ordinance.

I sm now to reqyuest you to inflorm the

'he Under jecretsry ot State,
Colonisl Office.




sunction the ,rant of +4,000 from

with the

this letter haeve been sent to

Secretary of the Colonial Development Advisory Committee
and to the Crown Agents for the Colonies.

I ag,

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
Wlf
\/'
" ’
&

‘ Communications on this subject COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT Abvisory Commirryr, 7
should be addressed to CoLoNIAL OFFICE
Caxton_lou

THF SECRETARY

Telephone - WHrtEnaLL 914]

| T e,
ir -
g 1 1¥eC Y Ll 1 1 t
Advisor /Ol ttee to request you o

*
Mr. Secretary Macbhonald that, at t

a t e

110th neeting.. =

on the 20th of July, they had before them un an licatios
Y from ‘the Government of Kenya (C.l. 4.0 Q866) Tor a I'hge
A% - > N

grtinl. of £4,000 representing 1z

sne estimated canit

expenditure on the establiar

nent of a hirh level gslsal

research station in the Co

e
(N capital cost will be contributed hv the 18
\ Committee, who will alsé ben ¢ 11
niiture on the t 31e

\5 v _-recurrent e
N

contributions as may bhe pade by the Go

T SN

\ " under thé€ termas of ithe S
\ \ i . .
2. 'he Committee. 1ad

Ordirance.

« 21v1y
\
evidence, during taeir liscuss
- ocl le, G.yiS s Agrieal 1 i L
Sec { 3 te.
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I . Yl "
erwoare wihich is t vresent bein carried . i 3 i = !
- N ~ s T S * o
1 vel & "¢ Lattén at Mlingano in e
el tug nly t crov experinents,
T P
. . *
W S Lil+ irv ations wiich it is nroposed should
will] ave us lnaih ob ject & : 1
L Ore complete ut Lio the si 1 nt
: s 1 tion in o
'oduction of new types of sisal fi} The ha 1
o7 11
experiments, if Successful, will confer great benefits . : 5
al i 11 ~
ia
Qi L s8igal industry in British Bast Africa.
4y recommend a free grant of %
\ ! i
£4,000-to meet one half of the capital cost of the -
tar i1 1 I
*stablishment of the research station. i

De ‘he serial

. A similar letter is
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FINANCIAL Sumuas

Dependengx.

Description
of scheme.

or’
necement .

Period ot
scheme.

Total cost.

Allocation

Probable yearly
amounts required.

Kenya.

“
High level o Lore 1T
station.

) i S
Three years,

28,000,

Logal: £4,600.
ek ¥

YOG

Free grant of £4,000.

Not applicabl.
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MEMORANDUM.
- The Governor of Kenya has submitted

proposals for the establishment of' o high level sisal

research station in the Cclony, where an attoupt will

be made to produce new Lypes of 1'ibr iitable tor trades
not present whimne Tibrae.
It 1¢ proposed Lhol ~ tr
valion will be dirccted ta Lhe: 1w "y Ol thec
total fibre content of' the sisal Jeal by o process of

crushing between rollers followed by cluaning in an

accelerated ret; ‘second, to the production ef a clean

ls sof't tow suitable for the weaying of fabricE of Lhg:

¢ planto Whdch ape at

canvas Lype from thé rilire of “ous

| present a waste product of sisal cultivati [o1 754

the more complete utilization of the 5isunal plent,

particularly of the c¢oa

These inve i icesssiul
{
{ may lead to considerable modifications.-in (i methods 6F
| Pibre production ond eonfen greal benelils i i1he jpd\;{lbry‘
R -2 L7 i )
. 77 in British East Africa, were discusced wiih Fhb Sisal

Industry Committee in Kenyn last ye

Stockdale, who has expre

In

ssed agrceement

with

by Sir rank

the proposals.

projected

i opinion, the subjecls covered by the

lines of research merit inve! ipation, and will not

overlap with the work ai prasent St i oot t
low level eisal rescarch statiocn at Mlivurane in
Tanganyika. (C.b.A.C. 2262).

A despatch Trom the Governor o Eonya,
I
together with an explanatory memorandum sndi o note on

B4 snl
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L &
e sisal research by ihe Senior Agricultural Chemist of
/’_“—/_ .
Kenya, is attached. It will be observed that the
estimated capital cost of the scheme is £68,000 and that
the Governor ig anxious to secure assistance from the
Fund to th¢ extent of one half of the tol:l L, L.e. &
rec prant. of £4,000. The Sisal Industry Committee hes
1 -
yrreed to eontribute the balanee o he capit Al cost,
and will bear the whole ot the annusi recurrent .
’ cxpenditure on the station, including maintenance ‘ox'
buildings, assisted by such contributions as may be
made by Government annually under the terms of the Si_sal
= 'i'nilnz:h*_v Ordinance. ;
- - The Secretary of Btate desires to Support J
- o '
A tho Governor’s applieation; Witich he trusts the Committee
may fird it possible te -gpant.
& R
“(‘:]mz‘}"ﬂr‘:v i =
1
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KENYA. Government Heuse,
No.318. ‘ 3 Nairebi,

Kenya.

10th Junc, 1938.

8ir,

[ have the honour t transmit 'c you, tor

o your consideration, an applicaticn for a geant from the
Colonial Development lund of £4,000, rceprescenting half
the estimated capital expenditure on the eslablishment
of a high-level sisal research slation in Kenya. The

application ip contained in the aecompunying cunpleted

que%:ttf-rmnirc and arplenilory jilullo[‘awdu]h.

C.DsAC. 8, This preject has ne relation to previous
2088 i e B iy = i
£000 p schemes for which assistance hias been granted from the
2199 -

2914 Colonial Development Fund in conneéction with sisul
experiments, and I trust that if may be submitted to the
Cdlenlal Levelopment Advisory Committee with your
s
recomaendation.
. - A ¢
] ~ = . .1 have,gtec.
(Sgd.) R. BROCKE-POPHAM
AJR CHIEF MARSHAL
GOVERNOR.
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
MALCOLM MACDONALD, M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE WGR THE COLONTES,
DOWNING STREET,
LONDON, S.W. L.
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6 lft (—~—JL MEMCRANDUL, i

The Governor of Kenya has submitted
proposals for the establishment of a hlgh level

sisal research station in the Jolony, whert an

attempt will be made to oproduce new types of
fibre suitatluvfor trades not ai nresent using
sisal fibres.

It is proposed thay workt at the rescaPcB
station will be dire:ted Iirst .o the recovery of
the total fibre content of the sisal leaf b" a
process of crushing between rollers followed by
cleaning in an accelerated ret; second,to the
production of & clean solt tow suitable for-the
weaving of fabrizs of the canvas type from the
fibre of sucker plants which are at present a
wacta-produst of sisal cultivatigng third, to-the
nore eomplete HLili'“Linl of the —vfﬂl plant,
partienlarly of u n«wvrp regsilie nf fibre in the
bole.

‘Thesé investigations, which if sugcessful

fa Lol £ ooy b, LZe 2 o PRY Sl
wm\wbhods of tibre vroduction and

confer great benefits on the industry in British
Bast Africs, were discussed with the Sisal Industry
vommittee in Kenya last year by lir frank
Stockdale, who has expressed agreement with the
proposals. In his oninion the subjezis covered
by the nrojected lines of ressarch merit
investigation, and ey will not overlap with the
ak ¢ acaud
workkbeing carried out at the low leve}‘research

station at Mlingano in Tancanyika. (eone 2262)
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A despatch from the Governor of ®

Kenya, together with an explanatory memorandum"

and a note ‘on sisal research by the Senior

Agricultural Chemi st of Kenya, is attached,

Ip will ke observed that the estimated capital
cost’of the scheme is £8,000 and that the
Governor ig anxious to secure assistance fron
the Pund to the éxtent of one half of the

total cost, i,e, a free grant of £4,000. The
Sisal Industry Committee hag agreed to
contribute the balance of the capital cost,
and will bear the vhole of the anmuai
reeurrent expenditure on' the station,
ineluding maintenanse of buildings, assisted
by such contributions ag may be made by
Uovernment annually under the terms of

the s
Sisal Industry Ordinanca, -
1he Seerctary of State desires o

Support the Gevernci's application, wHich he

truste the Committee may -fimalit nossible to

grant.

Colonial Office.

Juﬂj, 1938,
V/,




Dependency .

<. Descripticn
ol 8C 1emg.

2.
6 ocation
cogt.

Apelistance
desired.

8. Cuggested terms

of loan.

e yearl
reguired.
Lquirec

P epas fur 2ny peprid

In the abscnce ot g

het

1938/69
1959/40
1940/4)

rate

interest Adsually ro

the lenial DeVeloprent
payment {
and inte
e
ionAg A\

lestion & state the

ming that

e unag warin '

the curren.y

Fund

a7 el equated annn
+

3015
475
Sov




T /NAtroai
Kenva

/0 June,1938. . .

. sir, B

I have the honour to tranemit to you, for
——-—— Your copslderation, an application for a grant from the
Colonial Development Fund of £4,000, representing half
the estima ted capitaa expenditure on the estatlishment
of a high-level sisal research station in ¥enya. The

appligation is contained in the accompanying completed

questionnaire and explanatory memorandum.

-4 W‘ -1?33 - ~ This project has no relation to previous
,,3 m 1.,10 : _‘,‘schemes for which assistance has been granted from the
I Wc A2y Colonial Development Fund in connection with sisal
f b Sy experiments, and I trust that it may be submitted to

the boionxal Development Advisory Committee with your
recommendation.
I have the honour to be, ~ %

sir, -

Your most obedient,
humble servant,

| &@ ek Ui

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL
G OVERNOR.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

MALCOLM MACDONALD,M.P.,

SBCRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
DOWNING STREET,

;ogmg-.z»‘s.w. 1.
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FORI OF APPLICATION FOR ASBLISTAI'CE
from

T'I COLONIAL DEVELCDLTNT FD

"0

slsal

-

£)(a) Txpenditure to be locurfed in first Year ... £64,050,

" mo e s " Beacond " ,.,.., 9mO
g L L ahbird 0 Sy 1,000
£8,000 .

(b) Detailed estimtes have been prepared on
technical advice.

2
(6)(a) Local Expenditures £4,600
(%) nxpenditurc .in the United Kingdom:
Dircct (including freight & insurance) £1578a8

Inflirect (matcriel menufcctured in S
Briited Kingd?m and purchased locally) 2,175, '

\ £3,400

(7, Lack of funds.
3)  Half the capitnl cost of the station will be met from
the accumulatcd funds of the Kenya 8isnl Industry,
and essistance from the Colonial Development Fund i

sought in rcspect of the remaining helf of the cipital
cost.

(9) Yemor ndum nttrched.

(10) &4 free gront ot ©4,000.




Tor some years the esteblishment of an

experiment station for 8isel at the hiler altitudes has
been under consideration. The project was diseussed wi i,

tiie

“1l Industry Committee in 1937 by Bir Trank Stoc

dile, wio stated (at bage 76 of his Ferort on is wisit

to East Africe) tiat there le every Teason to believe that

sme.ll experiment station o n the lines of that eg tablighed
s 1ir r i P e ik would IT ¢ velue to the
1 1ndustry., ne facter whi 188 1ncrenged
+h ertance of the scheme .riscs out of the 1nvesti-

gntions carricd out during the l-gt VerT 1ntc ti.e problem
of the reclamation of flume waste tow. Between 209 and
3075 of the total fibre content of sisal le~ves i6 wasteg
in the course of the normal method of decortication,

It has becn poseible by mechanical iiéans to regover thip
waste tow, but mnufecturers have hithesto begh prejudiced
agalnst the tow on account of an irfitating dusty the
recent investigaticns have led to o successful system of
retting which produces a greetly improved tow, Thie

method hrs been rpplied to other sisnd producte with

cgeguraring results, and prelimin ty liborntory investis
e’ : :

‘tions indicrte tHat the retted fibre is softer then norm-1
fibrc, is less linble to detorinr~te be cxidntion -.nd sc

18 mor. durnble,

first line T res will bl the roecove
1 tc 1 f1bre centunt f ty 8Ly 1 1 ro oroce e
t crushin L twy r1ller foll % ¢l 11 L1
ceelur.ted rot. - TLOLY f tt 1tre o1 1
A ioigh Sl 1 be of sgr *t vilac te the sic
irn t is lse robrble th t th
rocue v th FeCOVLTY I th.r cl
1 thr. .
Onl of the products of sisal cultivation i.




PN ) 1y & pek
the crop of_!upke; plants-that ‘develop et the baes of the -~

parent plants. These suckers contdin o finbe‘s-f‘i‘-o-hg' fibre, -

which normal decertiéating machines cannot recover. Sore

years ago an attempt was made to produce sucker tow but

t his failed because of the difficulty of removing adherent

tissue. Preliminary investigations recently have shown

that it 1is possible to produce a cleun soft tow which will

be suitable for the weuving of fabrics of the cenvas type.
The third line of investization will-lie in the

more complete utilisation of the sisal plant. .The bole

contains a coarse, resilient fibre whiij:h wou¥d probably

be suitable for upholstery, Yeinforcement of “pldEtineg, snd

the manufacture of certein elpasss of brubhes. ) £ - _f

These investigations will call for a well equipped
workehop where thic experimental Meohinefy ean o€ ton-
structed and erected.

If these investigations nre guccessful, it is
highly probable that the agraonomic aide of sissl fibrc
production will be profoundly strfLuLud)in the diicetien,
:wﬁ,l’y! of evurlierr cuiting, cncouragement of sucker ,f'grolff';!.‘m~

~nd racovezy of bu&bil and sucker fibre after npproxims.lul},
one year. For this reason ngronomic experiments will not
be leid down before 1940,

The proposed lines of resei.rch, if successful,
will completely revolutionise the methods of fibre pro-
duction and possibly of sisal cultiv..tion. Newr types of

fibre will be produced suitable ror trades not at present

using siscl fibres. It is e¢stimated that the total annucal

benefit to the ipdustry in British Rest Africa will be in
the neighbourhood of £1,500,000. ‘

2. - Dcteilcd estimatcs of the proposed capital cx-

penditur ¢ arc ae follewsw -




CBayldings. o
: 'Oft‘t'&ar'lé_ el 1011 P SN 900
Assletant's Housesiv.os ot 800
Office, laboratory & store. 60C
Fagtory and WoOTKENOD««sss.s 400

Labour 1ineBiesievoaceaontn 450" , N
. £7,150 3,150
Land.

Clezring, development (roads,
anti-erosion measures, cover )
crops), planting 10U acres 650

Weter Supply.
0il Tngine, pump, piping, ;

clearing tanks and reservoir 750
Electric power installation. ’ 550
Equipment .

Motor vehicless.esusosnsos =250

Scientific and offi<ce,
equipment seeeeesecs o375
- -4y Field squipment..iseosceess 200 2 R
i =7 Meehinsry'for factory and
= WO TKBNODBescesesgtns 800
Bpecial maghinéry for liné-

";'4. fibre retting re ﬂﬂr"‘; "
4 - -~ & 900 Vi
‘ s
’ :&' The se est'\nx;;tes have been prepa.réd by the Jblrnt
Standin; Committee on Sisnl Reserrchy«congisting of officers
— of Lhe Dep-octment of Agrieculture and certein sisal pro=
ducer membsrs of the cq,WJlC:t_éu of th’ Kenya Sisal Growers'
1 "2:edciatdon An cgns(xiﬂtion »;i'th Ahe #irccetor of Pubilo iErks.

3. The finds of the Sisal Industry Committee do
not permit it to underteke the full ¢apital expenditwec
involved. It is egstimeted that o reserve approximnting to
£5,000 will bc in the hands of the Committce at the cnd of

1938, of which it is proposed thr.t the sum of £4,C00 shoulc

bc contributed towards thc capital cost of thec stntion, tte
t:lonce being nmeintanined 4-':5 n rescrve for the develorment
of sisal rescnrch. =

The Gisel Industry Committce has ngreed to buir
the whole of the annual recurrent cxpenditurc on the strtinag
including meintenance of buildings, assisted by such

contributions nm may bc madce by-Governmont annually undey




il

@ the "terms of the S8isal lndustry Ordinance.

4, The Station; for which a suitable site k{a‘au-beeﬁn .
selected on Crown land in the Thika district, would be
ovmed by Government and staffed by the Department cf
Agriculture, the Government Leing reimbursed by the Sisal
Industry Committee to the extent of the whcle of the
recurrent expenditure.

5. A note by the Senicr Agricultural Chemist is

attached.

i
i
i
{
|







1940,

(i), Tt is dosivible the™ av gs

winted Th 1044, =

In order to foewet oot Uimity of tho

vork it is deizelile it the officer iy

ehar.c « the sirtien

coaducti tt mpoTi

oot 0 the Gow

Firg Ion Lthus. romivindalicn
if the sor-arrononic procre 1w, The succnss ul

weh-on ilmne tow haon opuad

oI tho fibre in the 1c-f ig low

e Al appuris pu
recover 11 th r t i) 1
o rathiar, .1 ar v 11 Hi
The cost of G 1ot oth &9
1. oV ™

Wil > S L9 L 4
clivee b it & -or inr 1. he ©

Gelred iTon a awlghbouring ostat

. e
pivcu @ with the-

.'“‘

re ation

C t:nce

¢ i=rienoinic

oul C osty o

(N Ve

Ty m coaad th

PrOrTaL w1l ig a ¢}

oL ‘

2 prosunt mothods of keerticsticn, Wtw a0 in




T The retting will make possibple the ereduetlen .

V. i TEC:LsY.

5. I0M .. RICULIURLL CHERIJI.

) : of sucker tow, a wvary nuch fincr fivre whick will o
su'trule for a Aiffor.int trete, It is possible Lo prouaiw
¢ purfoctly clea: tow by reiting, The sai 1 hisery 5
ig evolved for the 1ine Ti.re productior will nu siitovle
{ tiisy Sucluis, : i 1 apility, will
o sel; 3 = S [0 t ay
) i able & St i 1 b, aapthor
uxefal il is the b vived Jron vou iy walbil plents a
Yo i olds
These A velopuonts, if succcssful, besides j

. altorving Feclory nrectice, will profoundly sffcct flold ‘
' he Sub-Cr fitee thorifore recom tho :
p oyt oot uf U rosomd o
the 1204 on the strtien will pr :

40 Gaddap 1 (o ot it 0
» ;?:\.

/HYL,




