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.——12.10.36.1, VoCra*.-----
Coonianta 011 Tho poaalblllt; of taanufaoiuro of bago from 

, Sinai nantq,aiia,oonDidora that dOTolbpmont of thin Bohom' 
aould bo uaaoundtenoloaaa aamplo off ooriTortod nloal to«

. and iraata uaofl In tbo U.S.A. for bedding and upholotary, 
and roooinmondn that novt indubtry bo norked up to moat 
tho demand, •/. '

. o.l.Agrlp.

®. ■

!
; ^ ■ ia rabnths}agb Hr.McCrae' «roE Onthu8i88tJ.c ,

V ' about . the ':proBpedV the' 'Slbal Bag Induatry 'in . Kenya.

- He prepared a opraplete; aoherae for eatnbllBhing on his
. Vtaf- ■ '' ' ' ; ' / ■ ‘ ■ —

/•^'^ ' own^Biaal estate In Kenya.'a.plant capable of'producing 
- ■Cwj,.

■ ■ Blaal bage at a retail price'of dd. each., He found

that the quall'ty of his slsai"bags compared very 
■ -favourably .with that' .of; the Jute bag,; retailed '-in. '

b" ‘T^eriya’.'af'Tff’.eaph. '^’HiB echerae"has not-maturod _ ‘
.r jr '.''be'cauae"for'the'jpa8tiyeai^ or'BO die..,i]SaB been dlrertBfg _ ' 

'energlBB''tb' researeh On -Bi-cai^de,^~rt'ipa^on, and ; 
... .Jjaa: beOTM4n»receIFt_T3f-#'in^clal' aBBlBtanoe from^^e_..7'“ 

■ .6«lon^l.;-BeveloFaeiitJFufi .for that- ptirpase.. .-'^By; t&^ w
_prftoe.BB^'1ubre--ooften^nj_-'and:-bpl-i;fctJ^£Tmiph.' _ 

-‘-he'liaa: patented, he- olatme tjist • oi BO«enr3:ibre conj*
: r*^.7'

^ -'.now be; produced which.made JJ,nto -fi.>b&j74r arS^. 
^jSpfejMlj'abia b^^anB:"miiLbo:ffpe.i^vM--'Sat^'on .1^^ V 

.termB. *

> •.

-it

..
now

'-'T.-•T
■* r

■ rt'^s^e'SeBBflry.'to B'^a:jiere“^at 
a."BohOTie was prcijated "in Kenyd'foF .th^manu^ct^re 

—’ oCrBlaal ba^'l'ocal-ljT- ■''The-promotbre asked for

: proteefTon from- two 'fffrma-of .what they submitted w^uld_

: be unfair. oorapgtltlon.;: ','TH5y feared that ..m'ahufaoturerB 
of Jute; bags might "dump"' auantlties of 'bage in .
Kenya as a rajLis of atifllng the new industry;;, They 

' were also apprehensive of pro®o*tag competition within 
. the Coiony iteelf; by. the settingjUp of more factories 

. - than the Induatry. would support. As a result, .y .
' Ordlriaripe Ho.31 of 1932 was passed which provided for 

. ' a-mlnlraum sale price' for bags in Kenya, l.e. -the : 
ioweat.prlpe' puoted by the Bengal Chamber of Coramsrpe.

■ . - ' '■> ' ' '■ : V ^ It ^

. '•

V

•i.L
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il. Macro*.—..... ............’------------------------------ -------12.10.56.

Conmonta pn Tin« pooaibillty of monufooxuro of bogo f^ota 
;SjCoQl wixotdfoiidioonoldora that doTOlbpmont thlo ooncm< 
oould ba unaounajanoloaoo sooplo of oonrartod oiool ton 
ond woota used In iho U.3.Ai_ for bedding and uphointoTy, 
and rooomraondB thbt nasi indubtry bo boflcod up to moot 
the demand.

O.l.Agrlo.

i
i
i

' >I? IB months ago'Mr.McCrae-WBO-senthublbBt'io 
: about .the ■prospbat/bfJtrieTBloal Bog IndUBtry'in Kenya.

■' He prepared a complete Boherae for OBtabliohing on hlB, -

om slBol estate ,ln Kenya:* a plant capable 'of;'produclng 
olBBl bage at a retail price of 4d.-each, 
that the quality of his eiBOl bagB comparod'rery

i1'
F

a!
He found I

BIsi
favourably.with'that, of the;Jute’bag, retailed'in V ^ 

Htb- BChemo -has not’ matured - ■
'i

Kenya at Vd.each fti' , becauee for the paat.'^ar or: bo* he has'r^en‘:di£eotingr..-
(i^feS^hie'fnergieoitb TeBsar:eh-o£'si.8BlBd~BborW 
. - j,„o tie.sji -in receipf of^' fincnoial. aBsip^anee _fr™‘i;Ha^' ‘

- . C.pibni_ai"peTelopmen^ Fund-fbr tTfat’phipqBa^-V^the :
" , new-.-^ooeoB jif-fibr™ sotaohlbg ..BndftBpim,ing..whloh ■

;tlhe hab pDtehtedft,hS”cialrao;tJ^^ soft^^ ■ .

” ’ iraif'be' produced which-baiv be; made into a: chp'oper.-anS ■ 
-^.:>^0re^'5a-Uahie hag and^.wtll^compete wit^ -ju.t‘i^*ux^ Jevel,

n
ftim i1■i *IW

■ .
iI
1

■ : temB.:.

; •- ■ " Jf 'fs nebeb.eflbyHb staJ;e;£ei^--thatjin^igsa;'.^

a ^^eine.'waViprOraotedin KenyS fop-thf-msuiufii'oture;;^ " 
. ft -of b1 BOl bage'locallyThe- prcimpte^' a^ei-f6r_ r

' prote'ctfon from'two forme of what thby. eu'Smitted w5uld 
■ be pnfoir-competition,.,,They'fepred..thaF manufacturers'
; of Jute bagB might:"dump" quantities of bags in-

Kenya SB a- mfons of stifling the new. industry- They ft 
also apprehensive of pwoowtiiag competition within

I
— —

.were
ithe. Colony itself by the aettihg up of more factories : ■ 

• ft.: than the industry would support. As a result, ' ~ •

‘ Ordinance Ho.31 of 1932 was. passed which provided for;'

mSim ♦ ;la ■

a minimum sale price for hags in Kenya,, i.e. the 
ftlbweBt price" quoted hy the Bengal Chambbr of Comma roe. .

. ' ' ft : ' ' : ft'It .
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V^It aloo proviflod, fo^t& coi*.trol' of the erection 
'Of fncjJoriOD hy ^requiring porsone to ho In 

' , poGseoelon of o .licence'isflued hy^tho Governor.'

J. -J-B .'MJlir—If

' „'®V
0_ (r^-t, -Co

v.-

>'tt: u.

tvt

;6t. c:U.W
©'■ . IJr.McCrae Bilys that the original

scheme for the manufacture of hags In Kenya 
• not eventuated,* hut that’ithe Industry still

cohteiBplhtos the liianufocturo of hags from sisal

—fcl-A.

" -t
-ih

(r~^ -e.^ riti. - 
, ,, j 'fr' :■“-<■

■ ‘ -cr' ^o-

.-6- -tjU

^ (t-K.

fr
A,

.■\>. 1- <fc-
3s-6- ■;‘ waste,; advantage heing taken of the protection 

■ afforded hj^rainance Tio'si of 193S.- ThlB, he 
argues, I's a mistake, hecause it is now ppsslhle 
underiHiSprodeas to produce a softer fibre 
which will compete with some of . the hi^er grado 
fi'brep.and With'jute^on level termq- ^ ^ >

■ Hlo,next. JBplnt is that there' Is.^ft.-.vary 'V

^ OL
I

1 ■ i “rf
xr I Si* w

14^' A, It , [^ou
G.-^-

- : i L:

^ ^ profltahle oi^tlet fd^v/a^tg and- unspinnahle

fihreo'In'the. hodding and upholstery, traded;-*'* . ; ' ;

ai^:lthat he h^ievos that he can he, »f.asBijtanoe- :

- _1 :?i''~^?''’'^oplng'B Siittae 'pro.UBsB^^tRuin^e sisal* ' ' .

Waste: 8tflta'bie^^.*^ecequljeBiaiitB^ of'tha-j^ ” 
•u^istg^K-tririer"'''^*--'' ' ■■

As-far'oslactlorr is'concerned, we.

:•
,' .:wS3»

--i* • ,

^ . V - .V* ■■ _______
:.¥*K■'.l-r-i '.;t:'

■?.;

~'Ua^

^ - -r
*■ •J'S.’ ^

,.- ■_ Bhould;pregumahly-Behd a,u:bpKicf-'Ur-llsprae'B -i - 
.7 ^ I ''T'^
.! .; letter.to the Governor so that ho. can,asc'e^tatn ■' >

;\;».'the reactlQnB of 'the* sisal industry-In Kehya'^' ' - ■'

77“ 'to li'r.lleCfae'0 euggsstldns. " -HUt Ur.sTodkdalo

- ( ::J', jand;Ur.'ClauBon: Will no* dbuht comment in the- ,

-f'

•i

:r-.

-

- ' - , . *t^ .jiS-:*'* V rt’first instahcel V;' Jf,.
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c.o. 30169/n/36.

Mr. I^^CiroUll.^^
?

Mr {

Mr.
Sir C. ratkinson.

■ DO'^illlG STREET.. ;Sir G. Tcrniintem.

Sirt.DoticmUy.' 
Sir J. SkuchbuTgh. 
Pami. VS.c/S. 
Parly. US, o/ S.

. SeaeUry c/Slala. '

. nd^'^nri

V;v .'4 KOV I53u:-
-Xr-

i ;
-ri

**■

Chove o'tc.I to*Tel’er^to.Jihe, 

■prevroup^!Tri?>^ond<>Bce reEarding' 

^r^rnnetrllcOrne'-B BlDal-,5o£±inl'iitr^^a_;

_:..L BplT,M’J?S.iiroiOTB=, Bnd 3^^

- —yodXpr^'your conBideratl'bri,

Kr-McCroe reBardirfg 'L

Sir,IDRAFT./
" yr y>a' -

M/r.riiOi --T.

OdyerrioE*' - *:•
•'T*

,y>w' *-.: .^•
*»■

£
i

' hta-BiiBEeBtlono- Tor -the impr^ixement .^of “
■ivirTV,

- -- ' ♦ .— yi-"—•• • - • .

the, Blsal hag IfiduBtry and the' creation

- '. of a new export trade In Blsal waste ; 1

i

I Bhall he ohllged If you2.

FURTHER ACTION. ■s?» will ascertain the. views'of the’slBal

Hr.McCrae's -Industry In Kenya on 

BUggestlonB, and IMrnlsh me with a report
t

-■>vIn due course;..

. ./ .
I have, etc;'

(Signed) W. OHMECY pORE. ,;,/' t- J



FIBRE PRODUCTS
JAMES McCRAE. WELLINOTON FOUNDRY, LEEDS t.

!2th Optoticr 193fi« .

, The Uncloi' Scorotarjr of State 
• Colonial Office,
.• London. 3, n. 1. fpciivED'

Iv;
'J ■: V. •

\ .irj?

j

i.51i> . \ . -v_- /- , u»_ y.>S?rit9pencd^6l59/36r: . '

^ :-‘^::5S”SS.SeSSSSS;^'^”.S|

- protleno :o;C SoftonlnE-andjSpllJillnE.
^ ^ " .V .i-^f^\aodnigfed liu5li*^^

- ' lSviS’;:;iS«‘£?Sl^
- TJtUdlOB. ■ . . • ■ ■■ ...

'<^

- -4

...

The poDDltlllty. of monufacturlnB tass £oq Sloal^hno
under conolderatlon for “o““ v^Sork 'evldonoo rtiloh hao oomo boforo “f “y,"ork, .

would bo advloablo-to review the pooitlon, 
are •conoldorod helpful, porhape ther

Government of Kenya,,/ene ,■.

boon
of the now 
I believe that It 
and If my ouEGOBtlone
mlBht .usefully bo paeSed on. to the T„.,a.,.n
Sloal Industry there, and.the Board of Trustees In London. .

?>

I

rh
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© :_ __ DurinBi d'opi'eosca tlnoD,: the meuctr;- In Its cfforto
. to enlarge narketii, IfivcDtlga^d tho pooBlblllty of EU-pljlng • , 

' .the local tag.laarkot.■ .In ot^ter to encourage flnsfte to
■ ■.'becoina lntorobtod,_tlie. pDvoCTiibnt o_f Kenya brought In a 

. mcaotird to protect thla .lironoDcd bag aanufacturc agalnat m^fair 
Jute oomnetltlon. giie'prodbaal t-o nake ^01-3 however, did not,

,V:

-U' Since thonv cohiiltlono have alter.od oonoldcrably.
JhC inffue^Mv;, AOjdor otroBBha'trc'Qnditlono,,'has TC'etcc-d -ItB, , - 
avorafeeA'V^i/i^^icootBj-oflV.cduotion 'tV approrJnatoly- Cia.ncr . 

•2y.-tho»3int o|,nrqductioni'5;:Thln-reBult hae hcen-achlcv^ - 
- by c4nBlde;ra'falo.“D«®rifico’"'ofj.European -and'lavtlv^renunccation,. *•

-and X reduction of, Edt/ito- adnliiliStratlQn costs. .Ill oTioss.; - 
1, : Itomi ulllJttpp^JiO- lTioiJjaac; ^ condl^lo,cC^...-c.—■

; The' o fias.l’lg.Q:-- ,; ^.

: Kenya^fahtcd fiscal-prftecti«n;;^ rtS'o.proposed,-^lo.c«:«^ -
,„,.,:^lnau3Ws"., .-Tke'tbMcae/ho\7evet -nlll-bo forlilcSjvStfoe to 
' \ .■-oncouraeo=s>a4jiof'eaao5-of gjo'du :tlon,' a^.h^ecs .subEr.'antlal.^CT.-»f- , 

1 marrets^dfiv^, .bhore-ia-H:n.erth^e,,-l-5ev»^es on' : -.J

V,' .--.^.Vl-.j^-g^yi.'naUfl'fery-toTr^VpT^^sC-'^e.akGwi^^oT-.ccoiMny^^

_ Baflufantnp2r<S?*a6B^r:ltcal.rM.^rencn€b^bc.aina,fisoal. , 
??^-t.%'.bari-Iers,» and-ItJ.B,.mykcohslfferedfSp-tetoB-.that'4t^Ei£tal-.e wUi,

---■ ■Bb-nSae If thts-venturehtc ,pemstcd- in.^ocg_tco,W^8^ch_„■■■
_ . are-propq^dc-:.' :

^^:.i£SSSSSS'SiiSag@S^
.^BPiir a5dlweavoad3l -fI>rr lnta-:ar Indifferent,-fabrlcw.fr^qrf;- 

,-1 coarse texture and hea,vy uneven-quality,. but It, caimot^conpeto 
• ■ on;TBvel terms ,.'(7tthr Jute either ta pri,oe, ,.or„cuitabmty^fpr •

:■ - average-p'urposes. , -fflia .manufact5&-lnE. costas -oftif.hard^ fibre.
' such aa thisi:even:if^itf-were^clean,.^re;;cpnslderabir :hlshery 

■'^--"'Ithan.lB 'the ease Trlth.-a .soft fibre... . i

—-,;fton •

cha
r-

«-;i-
I

v;

s-
■:W-.

t-'.. ^

The various ppooesseB,Which i an ensaE^:lii- dey'eiop‘ln'g, 
■ In'ciudoB not only. Softening and-. spllttlnE .to :-produce.-a7Bofter. 
fibre which Bill make Into a cheaper and aor-e .suitable.bag,: but 
a prooess ofi ettraotlon. which will, lower, coutq by. avoiding; .r; -

,; • decoi^ioatipn waste., ■ ' . ;
'v'v.

K-
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. , ' ^ '-■: ,-Froia evidence Triilch hnB acouiaulntoa, tlio IndloutlonB
1- ■ .■•; ,are thir'sioalV:-when eromi, extracted' and converted, under

Buohoyotomaa my roBoarchhaa evolved, ran re cult. In 
) the production of-.a Bofter fibre, nhlch ulll connote with mao:.

.7 of the hiehor erado fibroo‘i . and TTith Juto, onJ.ovol terns. In 
I my opinion, and aloo that of .oxpertn rrhon I havo oonoulted and' 

who are in oloDB-oontaot with niy developmonto.the iaant<faeturo 
of Sloal baeo on the propoDed: llnoB 1b-unooimdi. It li hir^hly 
doBlrablo to see :thlo Industry oOl^abliBhea .fvontualliC but if 

result In:'failure,'yWhlch, on unnound baslo Is 
. likely, to bring about, th'en Bubsbquiint devolopaont might bo 

.-/■■'.Jeopardised, or at:^ ^

. ■J'.i.ihave ropreserit^ thooe' vledB ti ; the;prompters or ..,^ 
't6'e ;prop6Bed;bag industry .In'tehya,'and rocomaended them to v ->:^defer'.a^doe^;pi^ri:untn■^:procoso,hdb:bffia.:^emo^fitrflted..-

‘ . and. unspinrai^^
IB a now trjidesiWhlcK-htrOichiBen-'iilthlh-roc.pptr’tticeB, ThlB:-Trrad( 
^ffer8^ w6Xftafil^'^“*’'S°b..- and:.af"l-t--haB' every appoaranoo of;- 
l^iodg-psrlo^ofi^ncr|Mln6. nbhS^Ptlon^ofore.^

_ -Bhoiild. continue at sffElsfcotqrr.ievela;. ■'i- EgftS^o tlnr uBe of.:; 
::::: :Sl|a£ W^d^te, l*the;beaW:ond,upholotory: t^

maPlC-air>orlglnBtod>-1n.>.t&o.-U;Bj.4,_^h9ro otrin^tlyr<mforcea .

fr'''-"— a^arBB--flamplo tf_whlcbsJ ‘bavo taScOn- thd^-lTberty. .of oeuajng-: - 
>Wv-.v r: bo,.you mdei^SPperate.cove^. MrO^v+he :simgai^unptlo^:,_

■ ■:|i!iV .^pf.-Siral'ton and.wno.to.ln.^.^A.', ,MountB to 15,000 tons, and-.
. ; .■Eevora3..planta:have;been-lnaSalled-ln .tKl-ir-c^try- and in . _

d ' . Europe, for padTaanufaEturo.- c A resurirof this new dpiaarltt hap.
_ ■ -dlBplosed 'a-bhortnso. of-BupFlleB-,, whlohrnoommts for tho_recent
" : rioo^SFtl^ va^e.Qf7StBal^|wE*.diA:imnt^T>:;

“ ' : had an.op!^r,^lty of InvestigatSg'bffe'econoaiod:
— of thlB trad-o .dn .thorUiS-iA.,. and It-Uoiad appear that Sisal tow 

and ^waste..which oahvwork into, a ,-paa,jflth'-a-marruraoturlne' 
‘.waste looa\of ,15^ ■ oho^a^tabllrtp.,.aromd. e.20/£22,--C..IaF.

' 7 in my ■oplnldn, here'-iB a new;. .trade with ■ every . ,v'
appoarnnpe.-of permanence.and IncreaBlng ;,consumption which the/..'". 

• InduBtry would do'well'.to jeonsider Catering for. Short Idaf 
and sucker I plants contain;suitable fibre, and even with more. • 
efflolont;extraotion methods, there will always be a certain . 
amountof'waBte/flbrooniSl'oaleBtatoa,.::'

t dome
• j

initial efforts

*:>•_ . ■

-m
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. Zlanufaeturcrn or pnao TrlH naturnXly favour t flbro., 
nhloh nlil nnKo a pad nith tlio lonot ‘ffnDto lono, and; I bollovo 

'that I can bo of aBOlotanco In dovoloplng a olnple proccco , 
■for pi’oduolnc waoto fibre to aonfora to; roqulrcncnto.,:

I have. tho.honour to .'bOj

Sir

/ Your obedient cervant


