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de. @0 FOREIGH GFFICE, S.W.l. »
r e929/1680/82) 24th May, 1927.

%

With referensce to a letter frem yisr Commereial
Sesxetary Ne. 28%45/1927 of Jamaary 3let, 1927 addresse
te His Majesty's Trade Csmmissiener, Bairedi, regarding
the pessidle importasion ef Jupanese labour into Kenya
Coeleay, I tranmmit teo Your Rxoellency the aceempanying
eepy of a letter from the Colonial Office enclosing the
draft of a despatoh which it 1s propssed to aidtsss to
the Officer Atministering the Government ef Kenya on
the subjeot of the impertstiem of foreign labour inte
that Colemy.

8. I bave eoncarred in the terms of this despateh.
I an, with great truth and respest,
8ir,
Your Bxcellenvy®s sbedient Servant,

(Por the Seératary of State)
(8d., GEOFL

Hie EBxocellene,
The u.n ourable
8ir John Tilley x.&..ll.c.. C.B.,
ote., e o eto.,

Tokye.
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¥

PORERISE FPICE, B.N.1.

(¥ aom0/2800/62) . 26%h Nay, 1927. ((‘)

<4

8tr,
¥ith reference to esrtnin enquiries whieh it is

enderstosd have been addressed %o you regarding the
possible importatien of labsur frem Batevia inte Xenya
Goleny, I an dirested by Seeretary Sir Austen Ghasberlat
umwt\oyuﬁQMuuuumm
the Celeniall 0ffice enslesing the drqft of a Gespateh
whioh it 1o propesed ts address \.}th. 0ff1cer
mmmmun—tdxm-ummc
She impertation of foreign lahour imto that Celeny.
2. The Sserctary of State has concurred in the terms
of this despatoh.

I em,

M,
Your ebedient Seyvant,

(e GEORG: UNSEY.

J. Crosdy, Bog., C.1.2., 0.B.E.,

.“'- .“'o



Hn Allen '27 4.27.
# e ”“’"‘”“7 127

Vo B J Harding
/7~

x ;U Strachey J

Sir d \Mwumnm

Sir G Girindle

,y,% £

ot wanshy-Cinie

0l Caoendon LA

DRAFT.

The U.8. of 8.,

Foreign Offica.

pft. despateh to 0.A.G. Zenys
(6K akh Ltt)

2.0t 3

) 7 s
Copy this encl. -~
to D.0.Ty, Anf., ref, W.7.

* X.10202/27 Kenya. . A 70

v
"y ;

!

é 7 Downing Street,

<

';/ Arril 1927,

I am ete., to acknowledge the
recelrt of jyour letter of the
7th April (J.775/620/16) relative to
the question of the importation of
foreign labour into Kenya under
contract, and to enclcse a draft.of a
despatch on the subjeot, which,

snb ject to Secretary 3ir Austen

"hamberlain's concurrence, {t is
prorosed to address to the ", A.f. 0 +*

Colony.a!.lf’ Sir Avsten “hamterlatn
concurs in the terms of the prorosed
despatch, it is not proposed to forward
hedte—OwA<G . Lhe original letter from
H.M.Commercial Counsellor at Peking

which accompanied y¥ur letter of the



7th March (F.1798/1680/61), and

Vr.Amery presnmes that Sir A.Chamberlain @)
will make such further

communication as mé} be necessary

to H.¥. Hepresentatives in Chinas,

Jaran and Batavia, and also to the

Government of Egypt.

2. [ am to add with
reference to para.z of your letter
under scknowledgment that the
Convention of Associations is an
unofficial body of settlers to
which {8 a®®111ia*ed almoat all
the District Parmers' Assoaiations

in Kenya.

). Ay, { 4 G4,
P 4 907 7 4 TR '
V&l Lnolnn

ey
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Action wight now be taken as follows:-

(1) Despatch to 0.A.G. ( for F.O. concurrence ). 3

it

Say that 1t hazcbeen brought to the notice of H.M.G.
tnat st *he/Convention of Associations enquiries
heve been lnstituted as to the possibility of

tmyortioge foreign labour into Kenys under contract:

#Lz.Jde s 2OpPy 0f the letter and questionnaire from
e Zomnittee [ flagged | together with copies of No.5,
5 art 7 fr m wnish {t arpears that the Deruty Trade

rer to Nalr- bl was arvroached with s view

rmat cn q@a ¢ *he rnecihi{lity af
L *hotabonr from Thina, Japan and Batavia, |
Lo
Wil g Trut cee Soavotary A€ lvava gem oulse {n“ormed
4. . t-mt the -eyrtia~ Sovernment was

"lonr., mpproacrnet 1irect Ly the 3ecretary of the

Llee. roelat cut o that it will ve seen~from
%y
"redjunsence thatl tne/Trade Commisrioner has

A /Vﬂ

nal, nYorwel tne sonvention ss stated .o pgra.7,

ied Leon laostructed to suspend action
the vatter {n order thut asn, further com.unication

way Lo o noie through the 0.A.G., and request that
tre Convention may now be informed that the
totroduction of foreign labour into Kenys under
‘on'raoct 18 contrary to the policy declared by the
Q%;ernor in the Legislative 03uPcil on the
10th August last; that H.M.G. is not prepared to
countenance any enquiries of foreign Governments
with that purvose in view, ani that H.M.Rerresemstivesg
af, Pekirn/, Tokio and Batavia and the Government of
Zy vk ,
‘ por have been 80 ipformed. You shoirdd also

remind !



ind the Conventién that a magter of this kind
olves ﬁ01itical and diplomatic considerations which
y-may have faileia to reaslise but wnich H.M.G. caannot
ore.

Add that tne fa:t that the aproiatment of the
mittee “Iried the subject of &8 geners:
Government Guzelle uoes mot in the Sezrrtary of
te's orinion justify the rm of referenze uiopted

the head of tneir letter, the wmaoriins of whinz

; ; Iy i ,
her it wnt P not e rrefarni s to fanra t2 riask
epresentation ani 1ntr-Aune lasiay anat aF te

Government

Government not only to reemlate but also t- rrohibit

the importation o¢ c¢ontract labour. On the whole,
however, I am inelined t- think that it will be
tetter to leave this point alope.

(2) Letter to F.O.

snclose for concurrence iraft of jespatch Froyosed
aoder (1) and sa, that 1f the ».0. uoncﬁr the

Secretary of State does not Frogose to forward the

N8l letter enclosed in No.2 in the file, and
fresumes tnat the F... will mexge such further
Somn.nication as may be necessary to H.M.Representatives
{o Zhina, Japan und Batavia, =nd algo the Government

of xgyrt, an , 48 regards the last mrnzi)nej(thetﬁuj

wWith reference to pars.: of N0.8 that the Convection cf
4ra3.c1ationg {8 an uncf®figinal body of settlers to

which 18 8®f{11{a*sq almnat ¥ tha igtrint mersg!
11 € ] h iatr Farmers

3" Letter t: D.7.T
4 1 not eally nece.igur ‘0 88y ury*ning wore to tre
). «T. &t the moment. but [ thig- they might have

& C py of the letter t. the f.r. prorosed above
#lith the eaclosure. (If, as Mr.£emp states in the

te legram embodied in 40.7, he was fully conversant
wilh the political implication of the subject, I tkink
it 18 u pity that when he was first arproached he did
not inform the Convention or the Committee that the

natter was a political one and outside his purview, and

that 1f they wished to raise the matter they should do

8¢ through the Colonial Government. I doubt, however,

" whether it is necessary ow desirable to send any

AaPint +a



f regret that Mr.Kemp 411 not

‘ther respects his saction

en nuite «ircnmsract.\
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FOKEIGN OFFICE AND BOARD OF TRADL 7

City Office I/y

i Bannghall St, E.C.2.
jlwne : London Wall,
e

Nl communicationg
addresscd 1 the Comprroiie

Genera

'y

DEPARTMENT OF

O QUEEN STREET,

l.onpon, S W |

Sth April, 1927,

Sir,

I am directed by Mr. Arthur Michael Samuel
to acknowledge receipt of Colonial Office letter
No.10202/27, of the 29th March, regarding certain
enquiries addressed to various foreign Governments
on behalf of the Convention of Associations of
Kenya on the subject of the importation of contract
labour into that Colony. I am to state that in
pursuance of the request of Mr, Secretary Amery a
telegram in the following terms was despatched to
the Deputy Trade Commissioner at Nairobi:-

"Your enquiry on behalf of Convention of
Assoclations re importation of identured labour.
Stop. To what countries besides China asdd

Japan have you addressed enquiry. Stop. Have
you received any replies and if so have you
communicated them to the Convention. Stop.
Please suspend all action in the matter as
Foreign Office and Colonial Office are consider-
ing 1t in consultation".

2. I am also to state that today a reply has
been received from the Deputy Trade Commiss¥oner in
the following terms:-

YoUur .....
The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office, S.W.1l.




"Your telegram No.7 Batavia also replies

from Batavia and Japan. Bel fully
conversant with political implication of
subject I merely informed convention firstly
by letter indenture recruiting prohibited by
law in Batavia secondly verbally I understood
that indenture recruiting unlikely to have
successful results Japan. Suspending action
as instructed.”

I am,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

M Qm rl }




£.10202,1927 Kenya -

3 ’ -
ur. Seel 3/27 /6
Mr Allean 3/27
M' Downing Street,
Mo FJ Hardmg & 7 March, 1927.
Dl! Strachey : : 7 - Jg/ e .
Sir J Shuckburgh :V\P\‘,J ~ 8ir,
St (i Grindle v & \
Si D I am etc. to acknowl edge
e Wil £y the receipt of your letters No.22745/
Mr Ormsby Gore =D
Karl of Clarendon 1% 39 08 the 28th of February and the
Mr. Amery _3)
« 10th of Mamhlregarding certain en-
DRAFT. \»\ quiries addressed to virious Foreign
N

The Lom&t}.roller General
e Uept of Overseas
Trade

( ‘
\)\, Assocliations of Kenya on tue subject o

Govts. on behalf o{ the Convention of

N the importation of contract labour in-

o that Colony.

N
"D n. 2. 1 am to enclose, for Mr.
To £ T
ra. . .
Samuel's information, a copy of a
¢2 drafts) letter which has been addressed to

the F.0. and to say that 1f Mr,Samuel

3868




sees no objection, Mr. Amery would

mlght be sent

rade Commlssioner in
Nairobi 1n tne aens"a lnalcated in the
last para. of tme enclosed letter
witn a view tu tne matter velngs
furtner consiuerec i tne recelpt of

Mr. Kewp's reply.

o Seel 21.3/27

v Al Len,ZJ/ 3/27

Hurding

DRAFT.

The U. .

of State,

Foreign Uflice.

encl. O

(2 drafts)

r b/
AR 19

JM

9

-

X,10202/1927 Kenya

Downing Street,

o 7 March, 1927.
=

<4

I am etc. to acknowledge
tne receipt of your letters No.

¥.1798/1680/6]1 cf tne 7th of March

/ and No.J.626/626/16 of the 16th of

March, 1927, on the subject of en-

N quiries made on benal! of the Lon-

veation uf Associatlons of nenya re-

LArdliw tue cunailtlons under which

A ram ey »(Al»\ CAandn

Lo ‘:r.x;:.;m Lrum oArneeana Bgypt-

éxumn:;mq taudr wouly be permitted
N

N~

A

redpectivety.

Secretary 3Jir Austen ‘namberlain's

information, & cupy of a statement

v the subject o!f tue 1 tation of
contract labour i1nto re . mage by
the Governor of tne colony tu the

Lexgisiative Councl. tue .utn of




8ir Edward Grigg stated that the Govt.
of Kenya was unfavourabls to the importa-
tion of contract labour into the Colony,
and I am to say that this statement of
policy is in accordance with Mr. Amery's
views on this gquestion.

3. Mr. Amery has received no pre-
vious information recarding the aetien

e yunnar ol dremed B Veninn T4 S s e A o eadatf
takem—by the Convention of Associations of

henyallumwlm
subjeot—tevariens—Sovermments, dnd he is
not aware what enquiries, 1f any, have
been made other than tnose addressed to
the Commercial Coumsellor at Peking,

the Commercial Secretary at Toklo and the

1

Egyptian Govt. ] am to say that if the

>

- ( . .
am‘ee of thd Convention of Associations

b oha
had been addressed through the Govt. of Kenya

" lo Adem

aud[b/elen referred wemmse by that Govt., ﬂ\ a—-v~(

would not have_been prepared to approach

sir Austen Chamberlain with a request fe3 fsﬂ lra v Cleliiam

#a s B Ml



X.10202/1927 Kenya ' - !
Mr. Seel 43/27 / ' -2

Mr. Al lenZJ 3/27

Mr Downing Street,

Mr E J Harding

2 g March, 1927,
Dl!“ Serachey £ ‘f B B \}/f?/ - 3 7

Sir J Shuckburgh \1\?\"‘" = Sir,

Sir (r Grindle A\ \

I am etc. to acknowl edge

Sir. (' Dagag

T ke § the receipt of your letters No.22745/
Mr o Ormsby (ore =
Farl of Clarendon W% 27 of the 26th of February and the

« 10th of March ,regarding certain en-
DRAFT. \X quiries addressed to various Foreign

/

The uomgtrolxer General

Govts. on behalf o'f the Convention of
he oept of Overseas

< .
ASN Associations of Kenya on tne subject o

N the importation of contract labour in-

%}.o that Colony.
\

N,

~ A n. 2. I am to enclose, for Mr.
s
ra ) ; X

Samuel's information, a copy of a

o letter which has been addressed to |
€2 drafts) |

the F.0. and to say that if Mr.Samuel

Se0es ‘



X.10202/1927 Kenya

sees no objection, Mr. Amery would w Seel 2L.3/27

. Allenﬁ/3/27 L Downing Street, ‘
o >

be glad if a t gram wight be sent ’ ®

O g March, 1927.
s =
Vo F Harding
to the Deputy Trade Commissioner in
X ;O Strachey. 2 < g 1T,
5.2 )
- v 3 Shuckburgh i 4
Nairobi 1n tne sense i1naicated in the v d Shu sﬁ ) ‘
. . I am etc. to acknowledge
last para. of tme enclosed letter ' ) ; s .
! I ) tne receipt of your letters No.
—+ o 2 j P T 1/7
witn a view tc¢ tne matter veing ae 7o T " S 5 "
v ueing % 27 Ve O (1 J  F.1798/1680/61 of tne 7th of March
furtner consiuerea .n tne receipt of i

/ and No.J.626/626/16 of the 16th of
Mr.

s reply. & ;
pLy March, 1927, on the subject of en-

DRAFT.

7

i

qulries made un vena.! of the con-

L

,
{
4

The U. 5. of State, ¢

veantlon uf Associations of nenya re-

. . ox

Foreign Uftice. <
=
<k garllins Ltue cuonditions under wualch
™~ -

Cand ram (' .ur el
to ‘::.l,ﬂ:;{n lrom hinaa e

\*— i\;:.;u:.:A!‘nd labuar woula be permitted
~
L
<
N\

redpectivety.

~

Secretary Jir Austen Cnarverlain's

information, & cupv 0f a statement

C

tnue saut ect o!f tiue t 1 of
contract labour 1nto 1de Dy
the Governor of tne Lolony tu the

Lexgislative Couwnci n tre .sutn of

August, 1926, It w1l e seen that




Sir Edward Grigg stated that the Govt.

of Kenya was unfavourable to the importa-
tion of contract labour into the Colony,
and I am to say that this statement of
policy is in accordance with Mr. Amery's
views on this question.

Mr. Amery has received no pre-
vious information recarding the aetien
i s el dremed B Vo on V0% el s A A o st
takem—by the Convention of Associations of
Kenya 1a addressing enquiries on this
subjeet—tovariene—SovsTments, dad he is
not aware what enquiries, 1f any, have
been made uther than tnose addressed to
the Commercial Coumsellor at Peking,
the commercial 3ecretary at Tokio and the

Egyptian Govt. I am to say that 1f the

>

rs { .
a.uqm‘w of thd Convention of Assocciations

oA a
nad been addressed through the Govt. of Kenya
o Aie

hed | {
and/been referred wemwse Ly that Govt. 7 a«u\»,

would not have been prepared to approach

Jir Austen Chamberlain with a request fu W‘ bea no

[mm ergran

e




.f77

4. Subject to Sir Austen

Chamberlain's concurrence, Mr. Amery woulc
prefer that any replies to the Convention
of Associations should be made, if
possible, only through the Acting Governo:
of Kenya, and the Comptroller General of
the Department of Overseas Trade has
accordingly been requested to ascertain
from the Deputy Trade Commissioner in
Nairobi by telegraph’to what countries
the enquiries have been addressed, and
whether any replies have yet been re-
ceived and communicated to the Conven-
tion of Associations; and to instruct
the Deputy Trade Commissioner to suspend
all action in the matter|as the question
18 under consideration in consultation
with the Secretaries of State for Foreign
Affairs and for the Colonies.

I am, stc.,

Signed) C STRACHEY
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to Be infor by %ie lersl udvisers that, subjeet to
the mil: jrovicion. © tne Tmmipgration Restrictions
Ordinsace, Guverrzent nai ne 1ower cither to prohibit
the i ta n of labtour from outside the Colony or to
axe 1 .8 POV 1u: c¢h irportstion.
In & 1 TuT ¢ 20t 1 5843/26°} the
Gover-sor ss thet r & UL jrecsure tenind
v .
the r 1 lubt2ur wh Wa - 1y surrorted "(9‘“
& fresinygi ;‘“‘fﬁéka~
e the (1:34 o
Convent r f Assoclistior = t M“
rs ¥ ° f srecsution,
th t if lutior
wer res L
1 n Yy
ra not
Frersr
f (XP.692%) the
G ‘Ler when
,
f CY- RN POV P sed
ve
- 24 M U i on
' h it orea
8 for tract
g £ China,
: ught it
L& SE t th th
fews

views of the Convention of Associations expressed
in February, was unfavourable to the importation of
contract labour, partly because it wag convinced
that the importation would not serve the true
interests of the Colony, and ﬁ;rtly becanse it
knows of no suitable_:z:ﬁg4 s (WA e

Itmay be added that following on the
Convention's discussions on labour problems last
year, the Chief Native Commissioner was instructed
to hold informal enquiries in regard to certain
labour matters, and it aprears from & recent
telegram that investigation has not yet been
completed. Also & further Commission was
appointed on the 12th Jenuary to examine and

report upon the needs of the Colony in respect of

African labour outside the native reserves.

It 18 also clear that there is some opipiom

locelly that the shortage of labour is exaggerated
and that good employers have not much difficulty
in getting mem, and this view 1is expressed as a

private opinion by the Deputy Trade Commissioner

in his letter of the 15th December in this file.
JIHC.
ﬂa/g/h)

prespas




»'y...n,funhnm lﬂllﬁ,plwtqnou REGCEIVED

nnd-ddre-—m no— 17 WAR1927
Under&uewyof&m‘agrnmgnoﬁm London, S.W. 1. COL.OFFIGE

THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Aﬂn.xrs presents his

® compliments to dL Jun der Lluav %
& and, by directiofl of #he Secretary of State,

transmits herewith copy ~of the under-mentioned paper for such
observations as M/ &W‘ Arey a‘«.l)\?

B may desire to offer.

Foreign Office,

16t Manes, 12

Reference to previous correspondence :

7
/
v

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

=

L9 MAR 1827

w b for Ky,
To-my qzum[

|

Similar letter sent to
16—{143604) 3/26

é
}O

Mwwo/wwm




oA
(1e00/8) _ _ aazo,

~

sir,

I haw the homour to inform you thas the

Egyptian Govermment have noplv“h.ib Seeretary
of the Convension of Asscoiations, Nairobi, a letter,

—_— of which a copy is enslosed, on the subjess of
nmu-gny;u;hnu for Kenya. The Publie
mww-suw-hmmaom-
tion of Assoclstions 1s & body with whish the Egyptian
Goverment oan with confidence deal and whether it is
in fact controlled by His liajesty's Govermment.

2, I would be grateful for any imformation
regarding this Convention and whather 4% ie, in the
opinion of His Kajesty's Government, advissble that
Egyptian labour be sent to Kenya. \

I hawe the homowr to be,
with the highests respees,
siy,
Your most obedient, mmble servant,




appeinted by the Gonventisn of Asseeiations. "To mabe
full enquivies as te She pesaidility of impewrting

oversess labouwr to this cowmtyy”.

S. I onsloss & cepy ol Muestismmaive en Whip
subjest Whish 1s Deing sddvessed be variems Gevermsmmts.
3. 1 an fwiher 1rusted 40 sk waer vhet eire
cmstiness, if axy, your feverennt weuld sliev lebew %o

o fren your esmtry to TORYS S48:;

CR
LI ST TR RN LSS,

homour % be,

u:“ ﬁo




3.

8.

L

agu rn—mrumm :
~-uuu|h-wﬂqmw

(a) Overesérs or head-men?

{») mmv
IERNS OF PATMENE.
(w) mwmnwum
£heet .&“-.M‘J‘.-ﬂ"
What seale of ratiens would be requivedt
Eoperye.
mqmuwpnmum
'“)m
MEPIGAL TRRADORNT.
mmmwwn

m'uﬁ-mn linttatien as %6 the




7793y
RIS
THE Comptroller-General of the De artment of:Ovm Trade
presents his compliments to ‘p% 18«4{(—, %«0(’7 yd
Y 1 v b
° tets % & Aoty .

and transmits herewith copy of the undermentioned paper for infor-

mation and retention.

RECEIVEp

11UAR 1927
COL.OFFIGE
35, Old Queen Street, S.W 1.
7 192

Department of Overseas Trade

]

/

/
Reference o previous letter (‘0 I
~

f 07 2/
Letter r‘:r'n D.OT. daved "‘A’)‘("‘/",’ reference 20 -W
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3ritish Embasuy
Confldential.

Tokyo.
® 2lst Jenuapy,1927,

Sir,

I bave the honour to acknowIedge receipt of your
deepatch 1960/26 of the 15th December last, on the subject
of the importation of labour from outside sources into
Kenya Colony.

As 1% sppears improbable that the Japanese Govern-
went would weloome enquiry ae tc the prospect of obtaining
indentured labour from this country, in view of the
implicstion of a low type of labour attsoching to that temrm,
I have, with the approval of Hie 'iajesty's Ambassador,
re frained froa submitting to the Japsnese Authorities the
quee tiomnaire enclosed with your despatch. While agreeing
wi th the opinion which you express, namely that the
political disabilities of an importation of Asistic - or
et any rete Jupnnese - lsbour would more than negative
any poseible advantage of such importstion, I may state
for your informetion that the polioy of the Japaneve

Government is directed towards encouraging the emigration

His Majepty's Trede Commissioner, ot/

F.Q0.Box No, 820,
Nairebi.




b

of families and their settlemmnt as peasant proprieters.
At the present time planms are being prepared to semd
whole families $0 Brasil, where extensiwe trects of lemd
have been offered to, or soquired by, Japamese interests.
The ebject in view 18, by this means, $0 sssist in reliev-
ing the pressure felt in Jepem from the inerease in
populstion. The preposals made by the Conventien of
Associa tions wwmld, however, not be in esocordance with
this poliey, eince they cantemplate engaging lsbourers
for s term of years only, on the expiration of -nu
repatristion would presumsbdly be effected.

Froa what 1s known of the activities of Japanese
enigrants to imsrica, for instance, they sppear wsually
to work as lsbourers only long encugh to sequire sufficient
msans 10 embark upon s dusines: of their own, se market
gsrdeners, shop keepers, etc., snd they show s tendeney
t0 gravitate from the comtry to the cities.

I have the honowr to be,
Bir,
Your obedient “ervaant,
(Sd. R

Comneroinl Secwetary.
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In any further communication
on this subject, please quote

No. F 1798/1680/61 7 I
and address—
0t 10 any persom by nom, FoREIGN OFFICE.

but to—
’ *The Under-Secretary of State, "

e S.W.1l.
Foreign Office, E « \
° nlnndon. 8W1 Elve D

7th March, 1927.

8 iAR1927

3ir, COL.OFFlcE
I am directed by Secretary 3ir Austen Chamberlain

to refer to a memorandum (No. 22745/1927 dated February 23rd)

addressed to the Foreign Office by the Department of Overseas

Trade concerning s request made by tHe Secretary of the
Convention of Associstions of Kenya Colony for information
regarding the conditions under which the Chinese Government
would permit Chinese labourers to emigrate to Kast Africa;
it 18 understood that s copy of this memorandum has been
forwarded tc your department.
2\ The Secretery of State conocurs in the terms of the reply
addressed to the Deputy Trade Commissioner st Nairobi by
His Majesty's Commercial Coumsellor at Peking and the
original of this letter is forwarded herewith for Eraﬂemloaion
to Mr. Kemp, provided, of course, that Mr. Jecretary Amery
8ees no objection to this course.
3. [t is cleer thst the employment of Chinese labour in
<enys Colony raises juestions of very considerable political
importance, and 3ir Austen Chamberlain would be glad to be
’u;niahed with any observations which Mr. Secretary Amery
may care todffer on the subjeot in genergl.

[ am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

S% e r SR

e

e il <A e, TP . e L
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THE Comptroller-General of the Department of Overseas Trade

presents his compliments to % M ”X
and transmits herewith copy of the undermentioned paper for infor-
mation and retention.
RECEIVED
2i1AR1927
Department of Overseas 1 ,l, L.oFf ICE
35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1.
28 . 2 .,192).
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MEMORANDU Mo

The Department of (Overseas irade transmit herewith
to the Foreign Offise eopy of e despatch and of its \
enslosures from the Commercial Counsellor at Peking,
relative to a request from the Secretary of The Coanvention
of iAssociations of Kenys Colony for informetion regarding
the oonditions under which the Chinese Government would
permit Chinese labourers to emigrate to iast ifrica.

2. The employment of isiatic lsbour in Kenya Colony
involvee important political considerations and the
eaquiry would appear to coneern the Foreign 0ffice and
Colonial Office, rather than the Department of Overseas
Trade.

Se The original of .ir. Fox's reply to the Deputy
I'rade Cormmissioner, Nairobi, is also emeclosed herewith. If
the Poreign 0ffice agree to ites temor it is requested
that they will forward it to the Colonial Office far
transmission to lir., Kemp by that Department, should the
Colonial Office see no objeotion.

4. A copy of this memorandum and of ite enclosures
has been sent to the Colonial Offlice and !Unistry
of Tambour for information.

Department of Overseas Trade,
35, 018 (meen Street,
Jomdon, Seliele

23rd February, 1927.




OPFICE OF HoM. COMMRROIAL COUNSELIOR
Oversess 2rade (B) i
BRITISH LEGATION, b‘U
gt PEKING
. .
January 26th., . 1987,

-

8ir,

-

I have the homour to forward, under flying
80el, & letter which I have addressed to the Deputy

Trede Oommissioner at Nairehi in reply to s epmmuniocatien
from the Seoretary o The u(;mnim of Associatiens of
Kenys Colony, eepy of which I have the honour te enclose,
regarding the terms on whish the Chinese Govermment would
allow Chinese labgurers to emigrate to Hast Afriea.

2. I trust the non-commital reply I have made

%0 the Deputy Trade Oommissioner may meet with your
wmi. In view of present disturded o‘oﬂ“l‘l

in Ohina and the delieate Regotiations whish His Mmjesty's
Gevernment are now conduoting with the Southern
Government the momens is, I venture to think, hawily
an epperstane one for approsshing that govermment -
who would be the aatharitsy principally interested -
on & matter of this w. Tou may, however, deem
1% sdvisabdle to uthu’ln $he Deputy Trasde OCommissioner
%o inform the Beeretary #f the Oonvention that when
normal conditions are restored in this country aa
endeavour will be made %0 obtain the Anfermation whieh
he heas asked for.
I have the honour to bde,
Bir,
u» tlo Nmn respest,
Tour nest m«n. ‘Hasble Servess,
- {8gd) Herry He. Fox.
ke Oommerotef Gounsel lor.




that one may be oblained on applioation to the @Government
of the Union of South Afries.
1 have tYe honour %o de,
Bir,
Your mos$ Obedient, humble Servant,
(8gd) HoHe Poxe
E.M. Commercial Counsellers




office of H.M.Commercial Cdunsellor,

BRITISH LEGATION,
PEKING

January 26th., 1927.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of -
your despatch No.1959/26 of December 15th last on the
subject of the labour supply in Kenya Colony.

The question asked by the Secretary of The
Comvention of Associations in paragraph 3 of his letter
would necessitate a reference to the Chinese Government
which I am not in a position to make unless especially
authorized to do so by His Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State of Foreign Affairs to whom I am forwarding a
copy of this correspondence.

As regards the questionnaire, I have not the
information in my possession which would enable me to
make an adequate reply. I should have to refer the
questionnaire to His Majesty's Consuls at ports in
China, such as Amoy and Swatow, where there is emigration
to the Straits Settlements and other British colonies,
and here again I am unable to make a request which would
probably involve consultation with the local Chinese
authorities without instructions from H.M.Government.

The employment of Chinese labour in British
colonies is regulated by the Convention between Great
Britain and China signed at London on May 13th 1904
and a perusal of the terms of this agreement would, I
think, give the Convention a good idea of the conditions
arder which Chinese labour is employed in certain

/British

The Deputy Trade Commissioner,

Office of H.M,Trade Commissioner,

NAIROBI,



British Colonies. I regret that I am unable to send

you a copy

o

f this document but I have no doubt that

bne may be obtzined on application to the Govermment

of the Union

of South Africa.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient,humble Serv

ar-y . ’
_—

H. K. COMMERCIAL COUNSELLOR.
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OFFICE OF HeM. TRADE COMMISSIONHR,

P.0. Box 220,
® 1959/25.
Hairobi,
Kenya Colony.
15th December, 1926.
sir, .

I have the honour to inform you that the
question of importing labouwr from outside sources into
Kenya Ooloni has been raised in The Convention of Associations,
which ie a body to which are affiliated almost ull the
Distriot Farmers' Associations. The Oonvention has appointed
a Committee to examine the guestion and that Committee is
anxious to obtain information from various gources of labour

supply.

The Secretary of The Convention has now asked
me if I would pass on to you the enclosed papers with
the request that you would be sc good as to complete
the questionnaire as far as is possidle in relation to
your area. “

It may be of aseistance to you if I state my private
opinion that allegatione of a labour shortage in thie Colony
heve been considerably overstated and that the political
disebilities of an importation of Asiatio labour would more
than negative any possible advantage of such importation.

At the same time, I should be grateful {f you would
kindly let me have as complete a reply &s you oonseider
negessary for the purposes of the Cenvention, together, if
you consider it adviseble, with & confidential note for my
own guidange in tho metter.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your obedient humble Servunt,
(8gd) C.Kemp.

Deputy Traede Comnissioner.

The Commeroicl Counsellor,
His Britannio Ma jesty's Legation,
Pekin, China.




ERB.  OOPY. | - 3(/ Ty
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| | , £ U

THE CONVENTION OF ASSOCIATIONS.

0ffice: The Memorial Hall, 6th Avenne,
s ' Hadrobi,

«Hollsrper . s SR TG
Seeretary: P.0. Box 381, . gy
C. Gaitskell. IAIRDI! 52
obwomy,
East urus.

0%/ /AT2 7588 aad Dete.

sir,
Subjegi:~ Overseas Iadour
Refareme:- The Offfais) dasetts of the Saleny
L i Jeniiery, 2T e
This notices givespartioculars of a Committee appointéd
by the Convention of Associations "To make full enquiries
as $o the possidility of importing oversess labour o ciu
country”.
8. I enolose & oopy of & Questionnaire on this sub Jeot
which is being sddressed to various Governments, :
3. 1 sm further instructed $o ssk under what oircumstendes, -
1f aay, your Government would sllew labour to go from yowr
Oountry to Kenys, €.8. g y
(a) Would you allew it to be ocolleoted and forwarded

by soeredited agents.
(») Would your Government be willing to give ny
prastiocal assistance in reoruiting and forwarding.
I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your sbedient Bervant,
(6ga) Mlu_“\oh:l_l.
Secrefarys

A e g 1 N T ey



oOPY. - , Fx

-~ u b
; CUNVENTION OF ASSOCIATIONS g @O‘
‘ Labour Supply Committee.
m/1/1/1.

QUESTIONNAIRE,

1. LENGTH OF SERVICE.
What would be the miumn period for which Indenture

would be permitted?
2., WAGRS, .
What would be the average wage required by
(a) Overseers or head-men?
(b) Unskilled Labourers?
3. TERMS OF PAYMEN®S,
(a) Would any advance of wages be reyuired?

(b) Would any deduction be reguired to be made and
deposited for payment at expiration of contraoct?

s BATIONS.
What scale of rations would be required?
e ggusg_o

Would any special type of housing be necessary?
If so, what?
6, TREATMENT

Any specisl medieal reyuirements over and above those at

present in forece in this Colony on employers?

Note. The employer is responsible for all necessary
medical and surgical treatment and for hospital fees up to
the balance of a 30 working day ticket.

9.  RERAZRIATION.

'hpt(rosnhﬂm»-tor repatriation would be required?

B HUMBEESAVALLARLE.

mu'laonﬁ D& the probeble ldmitation ss to the number

reoruited?
\ \
9  _REMARKS. ’
B o Sl ik » OHARLES GAITSKRLL,
e A TR T SR OTT S e R S
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