





case would 6 th the pet:.tion should be 1a1d
before Hm HaJesty, mth the Secretary of State's

advice, by way of a note fram the Private Secretary

"to His Hajesty's Private Secretary./ A search has

failed to reveal papers with regard to (a) the
- Caom meeting at Burao raferred to in paragraph 4 of the
/zé faces.: b Gere despatch; (b} the 1919 pet:.tmn referred to in ?
acc 4% paragraph 7 of the petition. A copy of the -

Hemorandum referred to in paragraph 14 is among
Hr. Downie's papers {No. 29 in the ettached
volume, but it adds no infomafion)./l attach

5% a note for consideration, which coul baréént .

with & oopy of the petition (but not of the

covering despateh or its otﬁer enolésures), to

His Hajesty's Private Secretary by Mrf ] 'yd. -

On receipt of a reply we J&ould wﬂo;\a ‘the

Govemor,laslri.ag hin to aubmt the Attorney-

Elor beacles Genaral‘a Bill to the Secretary of State and

1% emivcad ) to the Governor of Somaliland m draft for

W obgons.  Ang wo skould mfom the Govérnor
caoea. F e : ; .
| f‘}ﬂ.‘ ST, of Somaliland’ accordmgly G

17&'“

/})ﬁ Jwaca L,demct Aola dca.&.a._v,-d,
b Ry g A Jum g e

) speclfm recommendatlon whlch bnefly 1s that the
pet1t1on has been Iaid but that as the 1ma(;’cer 1s

under consmeratmn, the Secretary of State. has bee

unable to adnse His MaJesty to take any actxon

Is tak
the mambars"m Kenya are féw - and I suppose"




all the S ali commun1txes the S. of S.
submi ts for His Malesty's anproval that the Offlcer

Admlnlsterlng the Goverament of Kenya etc, as :
at X of Mr. Eastwood's note. B

(iii) I'entirely agree as to consultation
between the Kenya and Somaliland bovernments

Piee

in the preparation of the proposed Somali

Ordinance. ’

?  Draft consideration, for slgnature

' 26;,;1.7“)
x/xﬁg«acc . /52‘7. gzyd;:‘j; -

Z=f%f P.S, as proposed..
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* DOWNING- STREEE,

‘33 ’])a’ceﬂi‘t;qrj 1930.

-

I have the h‘pgod"' “to

Administering the Governnent’
K_enya, from-:y(}ii&i you, w,il_-'

_he has been ‘égit’e"d“ tos




* DOWNING STREET,

- "33 December 1930.

Sir,

I have the honour to

gcfmowledgé the regeipt of Jour

by .the, Ishaak Sharlff o

Somalis r‘esident-‘"m Kgnya: :

Kenya, from which yon will. note that
* OM(NIN ‘vﬂm e '-MU"‘
he has been asked toLQ.-eeeu-ss-w-i-m

_yea-the tems of any 4111 affectmg

the status of Somalls, before. s <

subn 96“%* to ue-



e o e

DOWNING STREET,

- s

023 Dscamber 1930:-

.

Sir J. Shuckburgh.

" SirG, Grinde.
“Pormi. US. of S. Sir,
Parly. US. of S.
Secretary of State.

2. 1 have to request ‘

thaf you will ine the

4k
petltmners,(that “the questlon

of fhé future statu of -




"Sir'G. Grinds.

"Permi. U5, of S.
“Parly. U.S. of 5.
Secrelary of State.

Som:a;is-;_‘f:i-e?qi,ggut in -Kanyaw

Sir,

I have the honour

?
to refer to Sir Bdward Grigg's

the King & petition from the

Tshaak Sheri fféyommm}it y of

2. 1 have to request

that you will m the
L e
petitioners/that the quest:wn

-

At o

o

e

o “ﬂm < B
¥

of the future*status of




twood: n— X.16295,/30 Kenya,
b, g1

/6';{’77 -3
: : ‘V"%"*l,"\ 4t0. tor Mr.Boyd's e.aig.naturé‘.

the King I was unab'ie;’»tb .acylvisi‘é s

e *
Downing S.reet,

% that the Attorney

. D
S

) ,‘(}exlli_e;?'al‘ﬁéé been dsked to prepare a

At
T L v

L St o o

e i Pt

et oucns e ety
e e,

Bin dealing conprSisively with the - o

Somali T}&}éi‘nmun‘it_ies + You will have

i ‘ . ;ity oz Somalis: résident. iy
il recoived by this time g copy of Sir - w ST LR e :
‘:& ) , B A shiould be uxplained that -fhe Gove
Wil Harold Kittermester's despateh to me - TR - : SO e :
i Lt teenifery & ‘
);

< fo. 188 ‘of the 10th D

s

submitting, the Petition

; s ko the Secrevary of State; 867
o

. follows: -

AR e
R

‘;“
§

Somaliland

(Here 1gser§, fultholt parm -reun o g
nubersy parpsraphs © - & oan :
T =11 of lz'o.tgf.

R}

¢ therefore t request that thafgill'méy

NA]ANN-) s
be d-ieeuss-ey/in. draft with the Goverror

of Somaliland, an%agreemm.ﬁ reached i

Haviry vesnpd +o the views

1%

H

express-. by the Tovemor, -nd o the™ -

action cortaeuplatea hy the Kenya

i

ox ity SRR Iy S

~Govemment in respect ot a conpretiensive
. hin regarding itw terms before. if,

i submitted to me% ~ “‘fl"

I'have, eto

Qo

enactment covering all the Sofali,




+

Tor His Majesty's approval,

thas the Officer Aduiini stering the
Gwsrmmery should be réquestud %o

irforn “he petitioners vhat the ques-

tior of the future status of the Somal{ e
Y. p T RVIRVIIES S W L o

- /m Kenya 1s at present -

«

rzeeivins corslderation, .exx vnat the

BCrol.ry Of Stave, in laying their

cuition befsr e Kirg, was unavble
e

)
R

aUViae s sjesty to thke eny action,
f wLom

wo T
and thaet His yajesty was not pleased
7. .

PN

> mlve ary directions, .



Gart Hoher o 2D
1 6%

In the Native Hut and Poll Tux Ordinamce
No.2 of 1910, the definition of "Native® ingluded
both Somalis and Swahillis.

In 1619 the Somali Exemptlon Ordlna.nge,
(Nol7 of 1919) was passed. This “Ordinance prov;ded

for the exclusion of certain Somalm from ‘the -

definition of "Native?: aé’”ltAa.“ppea.red in ‘the
Hutand Poll Tax Ordmance 1910and. in c ;
~ Urdinances, and for: ’ohe 1Baug of cer 1ficates of;l ’

provmions/the Native Hut e.nd Poll Ta.x Ord
1910, "of clagses of . Soms.lis vho hwe a.lleg

ere- e.ble t.o prove- t.hat on grounds of ‘
sduca.tion and birth it was undeslra.ble tha.t» they
should, be treated as natives for the: purPOGes of”
the Na’cave Hut and Poll Tax Ordinance, or. other
legialatmn The fgzcts relating to b1rthﬁp.}:d the:
educational standard to bo obtained were lei‘t:tsb
the Governor in Council to prescribe by Hules. .
_,'The Rules undei the Ordinance were issued :
on the 2%rd of Jn.nué.ry. 1920, and provided:- i
(a)- That:
Somali applying for o certificdte o{:
sieniien e i gl Bomion” O
. cate is’ gra.ntad satisfy the Chief:Native. .-
Commissioner that-he can: speak:aith

““Arabic-or Brglish,.and ia<abls to.read
. and W ,1 be iggéither Arn.bm Englis
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No certificate of exemption aha.ll be
anted unless and until the a.pghcant
8 able to satisfy the Chlef Native
Commsszoner..

(i) That he is of direct descent from
a section of the Somalji race the
ecognised original habitat of -
which is Asia and that his
parents are of Asiatic descent.

(ii)That not less than the last thre
%enera.tlons of his family have
ived in Asia.

(111)That the agplma.nt ‘has his
perma.nent. ome.in Aala.

,shall for the egdrpose of theg
t6.be of Asaa.tm

waa" ade t.o the contrary The Ordinance.-a

however that the provisions in certain Ordma.ncen
P

R relating to natives should also apply to bomahs an‘
there was a further schedule of Laws et.c wh:ch wera .

not tovbe deemed to be in any way "affectgd' by the ~
Urdinance. l . )
The 1921 Ordinance was repealed by the General

Reviszon Ordma.nce 1924; and the deflmtxon of:

"Na.tive in” the !nterpretation L:-‘-‘;Ze l:ener lft'bla.nses

Ordma.nce is A nahve of Afrma not of European or

Asmtlo




Asiatic orig;n, and does not include a Somali

or .2 Swahilffi." .
The definition of "native® in thg{yaﬁ}vh g

Hut and Poll Tax Ordinance néw in force, (Chap;Sl);

is "Any native of Africa not being of Eurogean }

or 4siatic race or origin, and includes any )

Swahllil. In general the posidion is that ?hg

"native” provisions of an Ordinance do not‘apply

to Somalis, unless the Ordxnance sp901ally 80
provzdes.

u//ﬂaw
R




e Ishaak shariff Cowmunity consists of u

small pumber of “omalis resident in Yeuya. There ure
three classes of Somalis resident in the Colony:-

{a) Those occupying land 1n the Nurthern Prontier

J

province, who were there &t the time 5f the original
occupation of the country by the idministrztion or hLuve
settled there since.

(b) Those who cnme winhinfrecent times from British

sumalitand or Aden and are British subjlects or sritish

protectéﬁ'pereuns. These ror the most purt reside

=

outside the Northern “rontier Province.

and abyssinien Territory.

mhe “onalis o ncerned in the present petition

(e comalis from French or JTtulisn Somaliland i
sare mainly those clussified in (b;, vut may include 4

some of (.
It will be Seen that the prayer of the

petition is
. fa thet the members.of the Ishesx Shariff
Comm.nity domiciled in renya g-.ull no longer be treuted
gs natives of -frica or included w.thin the definition
o7 the wort 'Native" in .he Jrdinsuces .7 the Colony,but
‘o L:t hencefortl they shoula h.ve the rights
und privileges I, =ni for ull purp.ses ve inciuded
umongat, slaticsy
(o Lot various sriev.rce: ielulled in the
vody of the petition gshould be remedied.

mhe position of the Someil communities in

Yenya raises .uestions of consilerudle difficulty. They

v
are entirely distinet from the Afriocan tribealwhicn the

N

7

22 i

majority of the native iphubltants of the Colony belong;

and




and they are equally distinct from the true At;b gnd ' :
isiatic communities. In the past, as the pet%fion

- atates, they have for many purposes heen tra;f?§ as y
nastives, though sinee 1919 they have paii the:Non;Ngﬁi
Poll Tax instéad of the Native Hut and Poll Tax. Their
treatment as nafi%ea has admittedlj_giuqn-ni [ ﬁb‘ﬁgﬁv

— diffigylties, and. ‘the CYieF

i“éﬁmprehéh§ive en

of the Somali

the mom _n-domng its best to dys It ;s not
therefore- suggested that His MaJestJ should give any
directlons in regard to it.

' A8 regards prayer (b)), namely that the
compunity should be regarded as Aaiatics, the Secretary
of State is advised that neither en ethnologlcelnmor any

A

other grounds coﬁih thie claim be substantiated.

“urther if gr&nted it would lead ta considerable

~difficulties in the
British Sumalilund.




"TMarning to the specific grievunces alleged
in the petition, I would remark that it is juite

inaccurute to say that Somalis were ever recognised

as Arabs or aAsiatics. It i8 true that, st their own

re~uest, they were allowed to pay non-native p611 tex

{nstead of native hut and poll tax, but their iegal

status remained unsltered in other respects, and‘they

continue to be classed as natives for the purposes. of

A8 regards educsation ghgﬂéomglj;ppmﬁunitﬁ

the Ordinances mentioned in item 12 of the petitioh.J- ‘ﬁ
is not Sufficlently numerous to justify the ;

establishment by Government of special schocls for their

exclusive benefit, and being Mahomuedans, they are

reluctant to send their ghildran to Mission schools.
I am vy no meens prepered Lo udmit the
ecluim of the Uomulis thuat they huve been instrumental
in enlightening und encoursging the alrican native of
tie. Colohy in the wethods of civilised trading. On the

contrury kﬁéir disregard or the law, eapecially whare

it relntea to trespass or snimal quarantine, and iu
muiy cuses tneir methods o2 trading, have been

anything ut u £oud example. On the other hand, it

@ .5*° ¢ wmimitted tiat thoBe of the community who in
“hie « .r.y duys of Surupean settlement brought down
livestuos Ir.um iLrs8:nts, the Northern Fruntier ur

Jubslund, curried un trade which was t. the benerit

of the Colony, but liuse duys ure long pust, and owing

tu pleurcs-pneumonia, whiub is now endemic in the

Horthern Prontier Province, trade in livestook has, parrorpt
been clesed for seme years. Jut the Somalls, 1nste 4

6t selling their trude stock, have. deliberately acquirnd 3

mors and more, with no intention whatever of selling

them. Thay are now comparatively large stodk owners
and

SEWABNG L e

B v TR LT




« are schbﬁgigg over the various townshiis. It s iﬁ% 

~ other small 1mm1grant groups such as Parsees, Shehiri

Eae PR = S ECE TN

and cause frecuent edministrative difficulties by

reason of the fact that they continue to acquire and to
breed as many stock ag& they can without any regard

to the fact that they own neither land nor grezifg

rights. Mo fhe extent to which the Someli is prepered
to be & genuine stock trader, that is to say & tnader
who purcheses stock for immediate sale or slaughter,

he is under no disability Whlch does not spply to_any othen

trader.

As regards representation in local governme

R

T am unable to find any grohnds/uﬁpn which such a

claim can be»buaed - ohe Somalis are diviied into -

many sections,; which to & considerable degree are

mutually antagonistic. mhe ‘IshaakiShariff section 18 -y

but one of many, and its few members regident 'in Kenya
p 75 5

more clalm~‘1n my oplnlon, to. speclfic polltlc&l

represeniation than might equally be put fcrwardxb\

Arabs or natives from the neighbouring “aat African

Lerritories™.

The Secratary of State therefore submits for:

Hin Majesty's approvel that the Ufficer Administeriig l b
the Covernment should be reguestbd to inform the ‘
petitioners thag, the question of.the future status of

Tow e Rowwe
the Somali communltaeaé{TéTg

tion and that. the Secretary.bf State, ih laying their §

resent receiving considerusx

peition -“before the King was unable to udvise His

Maaesty to take'any action, and that His Madesty was not
onnly
pleased to give[dlrecb1ons.




GOVERNMENT House"

NairoBt,

, " KENYw

N "%eptembe.f, 1950,
TREC T STy
13007 1930
My Lord !
¥ oword, CoL.o~F -
I have THEe Adnour to transmlt a petition,

which has been submitted by the Ishask Shariff

Al

Gonmunity of Somalis resident in Kenya with a request

that it be presented to His Majgsty the King.

2. Petitions of .a-sifiilar-nature have, -£rg

B «.,.\w_

tme to time been addressed to my redecessors and

‘to myself, but this Governmem; L;Ls always declmed

to accede to Tl demfmd f his small sectlon o:t‘

imigrants; bacause it is clear+ that they do~not :

- suffer under any real dlsablllty,*and ne=f) v
exist for conceding to then more favou.naole j:re&tme[""
than ‘that wich is accorded to uhe APriesn races '

‘the- (.-olony.

Whatever nay be “the orlgin of: he

A Jris o?s////%a

CQ/W,

regarded 8§ Afrzcans by domlalle. e

3, E-thnologically, Somalis are of Hemitic
origin, but their ohysicul characteristics vary
censiderably and show signs of & nmixture of Gella,

Abyssinian and Arab blood. Physically, e'ﬁ‘é’é‘pt for

their colour, and in some cases their hair, they have

.. C nothing in cemmon with the negro. From the point of

- view of social development, culture and intelligence, ;o

) h ’, heing classed for any purpose in the ‘seme catevory
THE RIGIH‘ Homoumﬁu: . . b . (

LORD P. LD,-PiC. _ o .
SECR.E{AR OF STATE FOR THE-GOLOWIES, .. e




with the negro races of Africa, or

being required
to submit to any special lepislation to which the
latter ure subiect. )

4, They claim the right to be classed as

. - g . . c s
Indiens or Arsbs, but if is to gW&hll‘u that they are

g e g g

progyrly comparable, and thvs was po;nted out by Sir

H, Kittermaster in 1946 at a meeting at,Burao, British
Somaliland et which the locul natives raised "the question
of the slatus of Somalis in henya. )

5. There arc three clagsis om*ézﬁall

in tais colony ;-

(a) Those occupylnx -land
Froi.ier Provinee wh werclthere at"v“
:the time of the ofiginal octupsiion
of -the country or have" sgptle -Ehere...
since; -

(b

o

‘hose who came wib
from British Somi
abiect

and ere oritish but-reside

3, csid
for the most vart outsice *ﬁ¢ Northern
'_Front1er Provi rca, '

Sépelis Irom French ov Tt aliﬁfr
Somallland and Abys SlﬁlRF erri$0ry.

“hg, fe

nainly those classified under (b,, ouo uﬁj inclade sai'e
of (c),

G T have dclayed trensmittin- {his vesition uo

Tour Lorasiip in order fo evail nyself o the Oﬂn»luunvty

of & meeting of Provincial Conrissioners hold”gétween

the 11th anc 16th Ausust —o conenit Ll on the cucstion,
T arpend hereto a cony of thc nintte of “he discussion
frow vhieh Your Lordship will see thei the unenimous
opinion of the Provincisl Coumissianers favours the
enactment of a gpe01al Ordinence uo deal cornrnhc*°*vclr

with all the different aspects of the Somali fse!

A copy of a l<epor1; oy a SUO—uOﬂhluueC of Prov*hcval Sy

Coamaissioners Uthl uas appointed at a nrevious Heeting




to neke recormendations on Someli- policry is also .

sppended.

7. Though there are muny oblections 16
leoislation of o sectional orv tribal nature I feel
that the Sonal® difficulir 1o exceptional, and that
& canprehencive enectnent, dealing with ihe varioys
airects or Sonell vecidence and cctivities in this \
country, night in iiself remove itic Lain cause of
couplaint, na mely,that éf;‘ Bein: sub;sct'ﬁg i‘cfgislation

.aich is specig ;LIV applicables To. gtues. ’l‘he

Ordinance might slso serve other » Eful Uumoses,

-

T propose thersfore to give fux"t;leg co’nsider\

this prorossl in “ae light of the Bill wh]'.chf‘
Attorner General will be requested fo draf;.. .
6. Turnin: to the' specific grievesices alleoe&

S

i tihe petition, I would remari that it is quite

inaccurate: 1to ssy it Somaiis were ever recegnised

as Argbs oi- siatics. Ttois true that, at thelr own i
requést; --71:1163}“\-;/6'1"6 alloved to nay ;on-na:i“i“i;é f)(;l] fex
inatead of nalive hur, and poll iax, but melr Yegal

stetus rggeined unaliel ‘ed i other resnec uS, and they

1.1¢ to be classed as Jor the prnoses of
Jr o Gootogrees Lencioned in iien 18 of the nebition,
e Az reewros cducation the Sonald comamnity

a

Yoo osufTiciently mupercis to justify the e¥abli shient

L Goverie oo smecisi sglools for thiclye exclusive B

cenelit, ant Leing Mehommedans, tlhey are rcluctant to

send their children to ilission schools.

10. T au oy .no r:eans preperpd. tosadnit the claim

of' the Somalis that they: have been ﬂ\strumental _
enlightening and encouragln. t,he Afmca,n ..at.v

At
Colony in the rethodn of civilised u!'&O.lIlg- Oonitthe
§ g

P 2 - cortrarv




L

-4 -

contr ry, their disregard oi the law, especially
where it relates to trespass or enimal ~uarantine,
end in meny cuses thelir nethods of trading, have veen
anything but a cood exemnle, Cz tne other bhand, it f
. v {

titted that those of iho communiiy nho in

LG . e

A

Jie eyl dars of Buroncan setllulent brou bt dowvm

livestock Trom Abrssinia, the “orther. Tronitier or

Juvalend, carried on trade whic? war Lo u:e benefit

the Golenys out those days are long pest, and ow1ng

to pleuro-nrnewnurnia, which Iz now~endem|c=,p the'

norihiern Frontler P'ov*rce, truue in livestock has

Looiooce veen losed {or some Vears. sut the
sunxlis, instesd o selling their trade stock, lave x

deliverately acguired rore and Lore, v

Wetev oof sellin.: then, They sre now comparatively

R L N
e 5L0CK uuners‘saﬁ%gtgse freguent cdministrative

LifTiculties uy rossun of the fwot ..ot they continue
so.8equirTe’ BHd Lo wrvod oo keny stock-es they can -

without ung TG twn T e Jnchothot .;TJOhn nelfﬂer
KN :

land nor ruzin riebts, Lo ithe exvont 30 4h1cn Lne

SaaliooLorr w L. o€ 6 cenuine stocl trader, thet
ST n t1vo.er @ Tavehooel Steel or iediate
Con o Laooachoies, co s under o dlonellon =3¢k does
ol onnooiner Lruuer.
.1, Ao UL repovootintior lnollewl -overusent (
T unceit o Pinuosny cvuned .o Woouh sucs 8
clain cul o Laueu. e Goralis are~inided )

zeny seciions, which to a congliuersuie GerTee &5

nutually antsgonistic. Tie Toheax Sherif? sectiontis

but one of meny, end ils few mewmbers resident.in Kepya

are scattered over -the various townships.

.

no sense an organised or united co.munity,

and has u
more claim, in wy opinion, to specifié political

.= representation -
S A Sy




9

representation than might equally be put forward by
other small ;mmigrant groups such &s Parsees, Shehiri
Arabs or natives from the neighbouring East African
territories; -
I have the honour to be, N
Hy.f%rd,
Your Lordship's most cbedient

humble’servant




HIS MOST- GRACIQUS wD IMPERIAL MAJESTY
KING GEORGE: THE m-m

LAY IT PLEASE YOUR TUPERTAL MATESTY,
EI8 IS, THE AMBLE PETITION of the mdersigned

Members of the. Ishaak'Sha.rlff_ Co; ‘,{‘unlty, presentl;y domiciled

complalnts, and‘ 'tp give such 1nstruct10ns as Your Ma;jesty may

be pleased to see fi

: (l) 'Ihat yo‘
extractlon, ,and belng_

and are not treated as: Natlves of ,Aﬁ:.ca. , :

(4) That your Petitioners represent t,hqge of tﬁe*IshaakA. .
Sharlff Community who, for yesrs past, have been J.nhabn,' ts
‘of. Kenya in which land they have establlshed their hom ,

~haVe had their megns, of 11ve11hood.




encouraging the African Native of the Colony in the methods of
civilised trading.
(6) That, during the period of the Great Var, 1914 to

1918, representatives of the ILshaak Shariff Community domiciled
within the Colony of Ke‘ﬁ(ya, took their place in the defénce of
the Colony, and, along with other defenders, made equal *
sacrifices. '

(7} That, in 1919, your Petitioners made representations
to His Excellenzy the Governor and Comma.nder-in—Chief of the
British East Afmca Protectorate,” whlch resulted in the = ‘“‘
recognition of your Petitioners a8 Arabs and Asiatlcs, masmuc:h
as they were exempted from the Native Hut’ _and Poll Tax, and
were required to pay retrospectivgly, Vé.n'd are still required to
pay, the same amomnt of Non-Native Poll Tax as was, and ‘is,
payable by Europeans and Asietics. s :

(8) That, despite the facts hereinbefore set forth, your ==

Petitioners are being treated by Your Majesty's Colonial

-+

Government in a smllar manner to, end as if they were, Natlves

"

of Afnca.

9) That no facilities are afforded to your Peti.tlonm&
for the education’of their children within the Colony of Kenya.

(10) That the facilities for trading in livestock, which
has been for thirty years past the main source of livelihood of
your Petitioners within the Colony of Kenya, have been so
curteiled by Your Majesty's Colonial Government as almost to
destroy the trade built up es & result of hard and incessant
labour.

(11) That the Ishaek Shariff Community has received
neither recognition nor representation in the local Government
of the Colony of Kenya.

(12) That the members of the Ishask Shariff Oommunity are

included within the definition of the’ word “Natlve' in the :
Ordinances of:the Colony of Kenya, including the

LN e




Crininal Pracedure:Ordinance, ‘the Civil. Brooed,m-q 01'd.mance,
the Native :Liquor:Ordinance, the Courts Ordlnance, the
Native Buthoz';ty Ordinence, the Native Heglstration e
Ordinance, the:Netive Trust Fund Ordinance, the Resident
Natives Ordinance, the: Fmployment of Natives Onhnance, the .
Native Food Stuffs Ordinance, the Native Arms Ond.mance and
the: Prisans: Ordinance. RS
(18): That your Petitioners have been, and. 87, t.reated
within.the precincts of the Afncan Nursing. Home:din. Nairobi
and; a11- the Hospitals throqghout.; the Colony of e othy: 1
ag;regards accommodation.and: d1et -8 ’
. Of Africa. T Yo i I
(14) Thnt the members: of i’.he»IBhaak Sharlff Gommum.ty,
in the- month of February 1928, preﬁente(l 1o ',Yqur Magesty!s
East Africen Comnisgion on Closer. Uniof ~u_nder_;-;the A
Chairmenship of; Sir Hilton -Young, a Hemorandum aett:lng forth
the grievancea ofg the Oommtmit;', wthat. en aasurance 'as -
given by tbe, Qmiman of that Gomeslon that the. Hemorandum
. wuld ’e,h:ead tmd d.iacussed by the: msaion, and that
carefu?: 'onsideration would be Eiven-1o the viewg expre a2d
in-the uemorandun when the Commisaion.. yere conslderlng their -
Rgport, but that in spite of that assurance, vhen -the
Report- was published, no reference was made therein to t.he
Yemorendum, nor was the Memorepdum productive of any =
measure of redress to the representations.of the ‘Ishaak -
Sheriff Community.
(16) That; on the 11tk February 1928, the Ishaak
Shariff; ‘Community presented to His Excellency the. Governor
and, Comander-in(hief of the Onlony* of Kenya a dooument o

i refemng' 'bo.the .i.neqnitable mm tn whiclr
o ‘O.ﬂlx ' ? i
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pMise was nojt. redéemed, and no further iptimation was
vouchsafed to the Community.

(16) That, on the 20th Ma\.y 1930, your Petitioners ..
presented to His Excellengy the Governor and Commander-in-
Chief of the Colony of Kenya a Petition setting forth
their grievances and complaints, to which Petition a repl_y"
was received from Your Majesty's Colonial Secretary which
intimated that Your Majesty's Coloniel Government did not
consider that your Petltloners suffered sny disability

uider the present laws of the Col
that Your Majesty's Colonial Government was mable to take
the steps requeated in the Petition.= -

(1%) That, upon the 1st July 1930, your Petltloners
requested that H:LS Excellency ' the. Governor-and Commander-
in-Chief of the Colony of Kenya might be'pleased to: give
audience to a deputation of the trihés_ of thq Tshaak
Shariff Community, in order that their base might be
sents to His Excellency before the opening
by His 'Excmncyv of the Session of the Leglslatlve
Council*oT the (olony of Kenya at Mombasa on the 8th’ Juln
1930,

(18) That, in response to the request referred to in

the preceding paragraph, your Petitioners were informed,

‘through Your Majesty's Colonial Secretery, that, owing to

iliness and his early departure for Mombasa, it would be
unlikely that His Excellency could see the deputation:
before his return to Nairobi.

(10) Thet His Excellency the Governor and Commander-in-

Chief of the Colomy of Kenya did not, in fact, give audience

to your Petitloners before the opening by His Excellency of
the Leglalatlve Coun011 of the Colony.of Xenye at Mom

s

ny of- Kenya, and regret.ted




WHEREFORE your Petitioners HUMBLY PRAY:-
(a) That the members of the Ishaak Shariff
Community domiciled within the Colony of
Kenya should no longer be treated as

Natives of Africa, and should no longer®
be included within the definition of the
word “Native” in the Ordinances of this

Colony.

(b) That the members of the Ishask Shariff
Community should ﬁéﬂceforv‘g;ﬁ"jhave the. =~
righta and privileges of, and for all

*-purposes be included‘&ﬁb}ig"st Bsiatics.

(c) 'lhet the fullebt eonsideration of YourImperial
Ma,]eaty may be afforded to thls Pet:Lt.ion, and
that such equitable measure of redresa as may
seem fit to Your Majasty may be accorded to
the members of the Ishask Shariff COmmunity

. domiciled within the Colony of Kenya:
SIGHED this /6 Fowlics K aay of July, 1950, by the,
underaigned members and representative leaders of the :
Ishask Shariff (X:mmmity, who have been empowered by the
members of the Community domiciled within the Colony of
Xenya to sign and present this .E PETITION.
v Ol o s UShedls
o Zoa M 21 A= I
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. REPORT. OF. SUB-COMMTITEE. ARPOINTED BY THE
PROVINGTAL COMMISSIONERS!' MEETING TO' MAKE
RECOMMENDATTONS AS -TO “[HE POLICY TO BE.

ADOPTED BY (GOVERNMENT - TN ‘RESPECT OF SOMALIS.

The Committee consisted of:-

The Chief Native Commissioner
The Provincial Commissioner, Nzoia ) /
(Lieut,Col, 0wF. Wetkins, C.B.B., D.8.0.) ;
The Provinciel Commissioneri, Masai (Mr, S.F. Deck)
The Actg. Provincial Commissioner, Northern
Frontier Province (¥r. V.G. Glenday,.0.B.E,)

Mr., Glenday did not ajptend any of the meetiﬁgs but
Kr. R.G. Stone (Provincial Coumissioner, Turkena) was
kind enough to -attend. =
2, Somalis maybe considé}ed.td fall into three . - ¢

;,_«;..(.;atcgggries’,, namely:- L
(a) Somalis who m&grbe regaided es sﬂb'jé,cts of
Kenya Colony through germitted residence
and -oecupation .of land in the Northern -
Frontier Province;- Co- -

{b) Somelis who are British subjects but do not
belong to Kenya, e.g. thoSe from Aden, .
Berbera, etc, Many of thesé are 1ivi'ng in

arts, of Kenya outside the Northern Fromtier

. rovince; and :

(c) Somalis who are alien subjects e.g. those who
e pOmEZErom Ttalian,French o Abyssinian® -
~tefritory, - ‘There are also meny of thése

resident in various parts of the Golony
P ocutside the Horthern Frontier Provincel:

5. The .Sub;-C'ommittee submits the following

recommendations -

Recommendation No. 1. As regards Class A, the
Su‘D—Coﬁzmittee considers that this section of the »
Samali tribes, which have hitherto been permitted to
occupy areas in the Morthern Frontier Province, shou@d

be allowed toremain within specified areas but only

on condition that they submit to all laws and orders of

the Kenys Govermnment and pay such taxes as may be

imposeds ' PR S

SN

/Reéohmendation No. 2 (Relates to Classes B &

In view of tlie'factthat there is no accommodat:g.on*ih" -

o g7y

the ‘way of graziﬁ;g and water available for additional
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pastoral popula;:ioﬁ in the 'ﬁor%hern Froiﬁiér ‘,P"rox}ince,v
the Zub-Committee recommends that the Imﬁigra.tion Laws .-
and the Outlying Districts Ordinance be rigorously '
enforced agalnst all who enter the Col ony without 1eave
and that for this purpose every Dlstrlct Comm1ssmner
whose district is on the boundary of the Colony should
be appomted ex officio to be an Tmmigration Offlcer.

Prov1ded that any persons who satisfy the Dlstrlct
Comm1s51oner that they are genlune fugltlves‘from
persecution (e.g. from Abyssmla) may be ai‘iio
provided that they are pz;epared to go “to axfy: part

‘Colony-~in which accommodatlon 1s avalable for them and

work for their llv:mg. Each;case “to be reported to
Governnént: “Pors 1nstructlons. (In thls oonnectlon the

Sub-Commlttee was informed by the Chlef Nat:!ve

Comnissioner that there is CrownfLand in the Coast
Province, particulerly in the Kilifiand, Téhaiiver

dlstrlcts ‘on which such people could be accommodated )-‘

M. That an endeavour be made

- arrivi 'at _reciprocal arrangements between.Kenye ...

Golony #nd the neighbouring. territorles by \ﬂ“lch caclt
party will agree to receive back any Somali or other
immigrent who has gone from dts uerritory to a '
.neighbouring territory in contravention of the léws of |
the latter territory . I? this principle -were accepted‘ i

the arxangement could be made between District Offlcers. .

Reconunendaulon No. 4. That either a tax reglstratlg;
slip or & tax receipt for the current vear should te a
suff1c1ent passport for Somalls damiciled in the Northern

¥
Frontier Province whilst they remain in their own area. ‘é

Recommendation No. 5. That every Somah tﬁavelhng

i

or re51d1ng in any part of the Colony or Protectorate }};

outside the Northern Frontier Province shall » unless



in possession of a valid passport duly visa'd if S

necessury under section 40 of Cep. 62 (as gﬁ;egded by
section 5 of Ordinance -25 of 1928) and'endoz:'sed by the
District Gommissioner of the District in which he is
residing at the /dme, be required to cary a .
Registration Certificate issued under Cap. 12‘7.

In this connectlon the Sub-Committee recommends
that nules be framed to suthorise a special form of |
Certificate for such peorle and that a photograph should

be accepted whenever tendered 1n 11eu of fmger D ints

for purposes of 1dent1f1cat10n. Sucb Certlflcat

would contein no references to. mploymen't’ ema vlould

require no endorsement other than ~that by the Dlstmct
Comniissioner on change of resmence. ' '

hectitmendgtion Ho. 6. ”hat grazmg fees be
irposed and collected in respect “of all” stodg m‘azed
on township commonages or a any Crown land.upon: whlch
grazing 'ls pem itted.

Recommendutlon No. 7. That any ‘}tand outside: the

ﬁighlands, \?tucn is available for settlement shou‘d\be'
052; to acqu151t10n by Somal,.s on the same terms by uny
one elue, but the C_cmmuwee considers that it is neither ]
practicable nos desirable to set aside any specisl areas

as carona,ses fur Samalis and their stocke

kecomrendation Yo, 8. “hat, if there.should be

any demand for small agricultural holdings fb'r Samalis .
who are olc Governuent servants or who have come into t:he\‘T
Colony as refugees, definite areas should be set aside .
for thepurndse at a nominal rental but subject tc; ;
strict conditions as to residence, cultlvation, good .

behavmur, etc. It is understood that land cou dbe ', @f




" questions required decision ds ' result of th§;§q31i o

PROVINCIAL COMMTSSTONFRS' MRETING, AUGUST, 180,

_ kN whd : . o -

Minute £5. Agenda 59 - STATUS OF SOMALIS.

The Report of the Sub-Committee aﬁpointed_@gh ‘Jf;

the Provincial Commissioners' Meeting of the 4th March

1930, to make recommendations as to the policy. tp be N
adopted by Goverrnment in respect of Scmalis, had been
cirailated to Provincial Commissioners prior to the

Meeting.

- The Colonial Secretery said that three

- — e e

Comnittee's “eport:- . = e

"(1) the general policy.tobe adopted with R
© regard to thg tri%e L e et

(2) ﬁhe legel status of Samalls, ~and

(3) the proposals with Tegard to the
Native asses Ordlnance.

In the course of a discussion on récomﬁénahtion
No. 1 of the heport the Provingial Commissioner, Northern

Frontzer Prov1noe said tnat this was 1n.fact belng carrled

the horthern Frontler Provinée are belng allowed to‘remaln s
within specified areas. '
A long discussion followed on Recemmendation No. «
2 of the report, viz. that the Immigretion Laws anE}}he ‘
Qutlying Districts Ordlnance be rigorously enforced agalnst
all who enter the Colony w1thout leave, and that for this
purpose every District Coammissioner whose District is on :
the boundary of the Colony, should be appointed ex officio t
tobe an Imigration Officer. .
" The Provincial Cammissioner, Northern Frontier

Province thought that dnce it was known in the North that

strong measures, &re being teken to restrict immigration,
it/




it will br automatically checkedi

The Colonial Secretary said that repatrlatlon of

every undesirable immigrant would be a very heavy flnamal
burden on the Government.

i

The Provincial Commissioner, I\Iortherfh F‘rontier
Province replied that action which had already beem taken
under the Immigration Ordinance had “lready had the effect
of checking the movement from Northern Somallland to Kenyal.

But there was one dlfflculj \vhlch had caused hlm sene

. On Recommendatlorr No. 5 of the Repcr% :
ded ded tﬁat the Provincial Conmussmner, Northern Frontier - §
Province should make & report after three months “experience
of the worklngs of the immigration restrlctlons.

The Colonlal §ecretary suggested that we mlght
tell the Goverment of Italian Somaliland that out L A
Imnigration Cfficers had been instructed not to acqn‘apt the_, i
"laisser-allers" issued in Itallan Somalll&nd.

) o

,_Meetlng agreed that Recommendatlon No.
can only be put 1nto effect a'fter “the mtroductlon of
taxation ‘




<t

as Natives or Von—Natives;

The Meeting accevted the.
Recommendation w1th & rider to the effect that a unlfonm

1dent1flcat10n Certificate should be adopted rather then #

& passport, and that ‘9BYRIry be made as to the form of
certlflcate used in Tanganyika and also as to the rules

and 18ws in Tanganyika governing the issue of such

certificates and the penaltles prescribed for contraventlo

it
i
@
t;
I
i
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The Meeting agreed to Recommendatlon Holy - B.
With regard to Reconmendation No, 7, the

Colondal Secretary asked if. the MEetlng thought t
practlcablem : A

that even if they s0 des1red it had now z
for Somalls to" get»rld of ‘their stock. -
the adoption of graduated grazlng fees:. o

by Somalls as suggested in the Reccmmendatlom

The Chief Natlve Cemmissioner wished to support thls. ‘
The Provincial Cammissioner, Northern Frontier
Province said that such an Ordinance -should include sl
Gallas ani Abyssinians resident in Kenyax The Celonisgl
Secretary asked the Provincial Commissiouer, Worthern .
Frontier Province if he advocated a speciel Ordinance for

Somelis. The Provincial Commissioner, Northern Frontier

Province replied that he thought it was incumbent on
iy

Government to introduce some sort of 1eglslat10nf ft

The Prov1n01al Commlss1oner, Nzoia said he
would 11ke to advocate an Ordlnance for the honthet ;
Frontier Province on the 11nes of the Punjab Orﬂlnange in-

. . . X,




afd thet a specisl
Ordinance - of thig sort could inelude the definition
of the status of Somalis.,

Indis. The Colonial Sécretary

The Provincial Commissioner, Nzoia said that a .
special Northern Frontier Province Ordinanqp could
also include provisions for taxatién in that Province,.

It was the general feeling of* the mQFting«
that a draft bill covering these suggestions should

be produced for discussion at a subsequent meeting




SOMALILAND PROTEGTORATE.  GOVERNOR'S OFE,

TN .188. i . 8 HEI T H
@ Ho-1%% RECEIvVED o
- 10th September, 19%0.
o . 29 SEP 1930 , :
COoL. o« Flag
My Lord, ’ .

I have the honour to inform Your Lordship t'hatsmy
vl
attention has been called to a paragraph in "Esst Africa!
stating that the Somalis in Kenya have addressed a petition -

% to His Majesty the King as_.t0. their status. If_ this-i
\ true I make no apology for addressing J'z\., s~ desp 3
\3 on .what appears to be g matter of domestm policy in Kenya

- because I feel that it may have important reactions in this .
territory. :
2. Iwas in Kénya in 1919 when Asiatie status was’
allowed to the Samalis of Nairobi to the extent - of pe.yment
of the Non Native Poll Tax instead of the Native: Hut Tex.
1 expressed my disagreement with this decision at the time .
end ac thin' which:] heve seen since coming to this. Protect—
orate has aused'me to alter my opinion. e _
5:“ 1 cannot trace anything in this ofﬁce to shor o 't
this Government was consulted before the decigion wasn,tak.e‘q
in Kenya at that time and in comnecticn with this present

petition I have received no canmunio_ation fran the Governmmt

of Kenya.
4. The paragraph in the paper states that the Somalis
in Kenya are known as the "Isaac .Shariffs". I do not )
clearly :

The Right Honmxrable

etoqy ,oto., Me‘_tg,,

Secretary of State for the Colonies.
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" Tbn Ahmed.
'thﬁe Derod, Hawiya," Gad&burﬁi anaii Somg]
f‘admlt the Darod as true Somalls, thelr ancestor ‘being an”

clearly'understén&'what this means but-it appgars to
‘s1gn1fy that,not only do the Somglig claim to be'Arabs
but" they claim to/membcrs of the Qoreish tribe and there
fore descendﬁpbs of the Prophet himself
5. In my 0pinion ‘the clainm of the Scmall to Arab
nationality cannot be substantiaied.- That therc is Arab
blood in them is not denied but the amount in the whole
race must be small.., The Isaac Somalis who inheblt this

Protectorate claim descent fram an Arab, Sheikh Isaac

Other main_ dlvisions ‘of“the Somali race are

Arab, Sheikh Jaberti IbH Ismail huf they refuse to admlt
that elther the thiya, Gadabursi or Esa .are Somalls,‘
though one legend makes the Gadabnr81 deucended fram a
slave wife or concubine of Shelkh,,saac Ibn Ahmet et

language and customs Seem to prove conclu31ve1y that all'

these various divisions are sprung from the same stoc

ngégnebdble course” of. development was.that a -
e Afrbs fishermen or shlpwrecked sailors or traders,
1ntcrmarrled with the women of the country aﬁd
They would establish

nuclei of Arab culture and would gain importance by their’

here as’ permanent residents.
superior mentality. Other natives of the country;WDuld"i;“
tend ‘o associate themselves with these strangcr
communities and would-adopt their name and na;ionality.
You have only to look at the present day Somali to reslise
that divergent strains have gone to his mgke-up. Few of
them of course present negroid features but then the same
thing applies to all the "Nilotic® tribes such as the
Masai. ‘I do n:¥ however consider that they have
better claim to be Arabs then have the Trish t

Speniards beceuse -the Armada brought a certain amouﬁtiof

.

°
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