
'■ ^tii s t-
5^.

■f. k- y'' ^ ■;&? V E. Afflt<?A "
’SbtoAl.lt^^■mm ; i-'i

%A ^ Date

■ nth Deoembi'r 1925,
^4 Oi. 25 )■ !

s :•,': omcE. COST
UAfjLut) 4

I. VTION :—

2S8 iDiaiAR:ATioN or frontiers of abyssiria.
1

<
•'■ '/.S’

- Fwd copy of despatch from Addis Ababa r^«rtj 
ing that Ras Taffari has again mentioned ti;^ie sub- , 
ject. Pwd also record of conversation between Raa 

, y/ / /a^fari and iir Rajnsay ilacDoivald last year. Request 
py^/m/^/ S’s obeoae

' / /i improbable

j

ly proposed, but consider it 
nian Govt will give gnaranto®

on rep 
Aiyesi:.-fC-jT/s- / that

■ "/V-

■I

hn v'jous r
M IaN l'tj-:s

, CN.' ' 5

tuv dUJU- -4 : ^‘CWAI (L/7a a. ^Q_^

I

Ua L,

/: /7/
■ .t.

bl> r/V /'f*- ^ X

"Ls

b»J*^WM B|i^ nyw U M W * 8 I4A f

y
^.

~.;y

ll
‘.'J: i

.1,.

7

.► .1 ?' ^



m mSi miS•,V? I i: fSm '‘W ww,
.̂... .. ^

.-. • --.'-•'f'?’ -. -l^-,'., ' '■. ■ -..- -'i>'''',-. '■,\T^

dflllmilatioh'-of the ,thj^

totltla.boundaries abound bs taicSn up..

fete
■ , 

tv# '

; ■'.

Vi)“

\y
/. ■ ' A

tfa^b-tiaX'd

Aur^'l'A^l-V

' tA. f
■AAAI

CorresT^ondence with the Ooveriunente o^f Renya v 
and, aa a result of this and 

of further correspondence with Foreign Office

/e i-Z.75^.
. and "ganda followed;

the

view arrived at waat-?-!? Li0.^ ^T/ 3U DAK -AB YS r.I KIA. In spile of the fact that4
\l^C^ jlj the 'loverncienta of Kenya uni ’’ganda were in favour of, 

the proposal^ the foreign Ofri,::a, in deference to the 
r? of >*19 y.ajeety's Miniater at Addis Ahaba,

L /■ h- ih‘ 7 y(

/ /At A ■ oonsiderei that it was unlixely to lead to tangible 
reaults and f’at it should be dropped.

lx fAt^iA AB'-'SSXNIA. In view of the of

agreesne-'t in orir.cinle between the IBritish and 
Abyssinian 'overnrnents us to where the boundary shoul-i 
be and the fact that tr.e British ‘ire now in occu-^atlon 

; of posts in what the Abyssinian Clovernnmnt regar i 
^ as Abyssinian territory, the Kenya hoverjinent cor.r.idereV 
' it undesirable, at ar > rate at preaerl^.to arrange 

for the dcli;:iitation of the boundary. The-Foreign
•V r*' -

Office accordingly agreed that the natta.r elioull drop. ^ 
The^Poreirn Office now suggest that, ae 

P.d Has Taffari has'recurred to the question and i.-iclies 
jj' tjdiftt next move in the natter res.ts with the

British Ooverrment, he should be informed- that Hie '
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V/ith reference to the letter from your

of vhe SSth October 'regarding the demarcation of the 
-rontiera of Abyssinia, I am directed by Seorethry Sir 
Austen Chamberlain to request you to lay before lir.

iBayrtment%■

oeeretary Amery the accompanying copy of a deapoteh from 
I His ilajesty's Minister at Addis Ataba reporting: that 

more reverted verbally to ttkia j;!aa I'affari has once 
subject.

7'

n5
H. A record of the conversation^JLn which thia subjaot," 
was alacussed between Has faffari and iif. Hamsay 

7;hoi,ald la.^:t 
of reference.

year la enclosed herein for oonvenlenee 
as a result of this conversation 

^ . --iiiat .he question of ..elialting the frontiers

ip ivitb tne Suoan lovernment and Eu“hsequently, tnroii^ 
your deyartuent, with the .-ovrinments -of henya 
Uganda.

i It V/u:

was takea

Vi end
r
]

3. Subject to an^ obbcrvations v.hieh :.r. Amery may 
desire to make. Sir Austen C .tuiberlain proposes to inform 
Mr. bentinok that, at .,.r. liamsay Ml cDonald stated to 
fas Tafiarl last year, his i-c.jesty'a doverniaent are 4

- ready to proceed with the deuaroetion of the uiidalimitated 
parte of the Sudan-Abyssinia, henya-Abysi.inia, and Jritish

3ut before appo|.ctiug 
a boiihdary.__ _

Somanisnd-Abyssinia frontiara.
V..

■'ta'

4=1
■ •'!

' kli
• -

rf^
r,

N.

i



”3

• V

^tr«.''S^%l-^rf|3,^
Sor.tme^ must '

(a) The Abyeelnlah

wiil ie .ready end e^ulppo# to aoewip^ hia

Britislj colleague the moncjut the lattots arrlTea: and

(b) the Abyaaiuian Oomtoiesioner, owing to the 
lack of. facilities for oommunioetion in Abyssinia., 
Will have full pomee to aooept,

T
'v'.

I '■'■a

■tt

on his own , 
respcinBibiy.ty und without reference to AadW

Ababa, adjuatim. L;tsj end modlfioationa of the Treaty 
frontiers-n«BOseitat„d by tribal or geographloal - 
conslderetions whici. can only be appreciated on 
the spot.

As it iw.,iiiiprobeble that the AbysBinlaa4. UOTernweat
will be prepared at this stage to give these 
although they are not merely reaeonable but essential 
ooaditlons in the light of past experience, it ie 
unlikely that an early delimitatien of the 
become necessftryi

guarftiiteee.

I’rootiers will
It is proposea to'leave it to'Mr* 

Bentinok'a dieoretion whether to mate-a 0ommonieation 
In writing in the above sense without waiting for a 
written not*; fro»i th* Abyssinian ,Government.
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wili\be '^eady end e^nlfpod} to eooasip^ ale »

Bf^tiaJj colleaeae the monept the latte* arrlTos: and
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(b) the Ahysaiulaa ComteiBsioner, owing to the

lack of faoilitieB for oommunloation in Abysalnla, 
will have fall powere to acoept. on hie own 
re8poiiBibiy.ty and wlthoat reference to Addfa 
Ababa, ad juatnic ula end modifieatlcns of the freaty 
frontlem-neoeaeitatod by tribal or aeogrephloal 
coneideretione which, oen only be appreciated on 
the spot,-

Ae it ie.,improbeble that the Abyseinian Governoeat 
will he prepared at this stage to giire these 
althoagh they are not merely reaeouable but essential 
conditions in the light of past erperienoe, it le

4.

guarantees.

unlikely that an early dallmitation of the frontiers 
become necessary.

will
It is proposed to leave it to jjr. 

Bantinok'e disaretion whether to make a oommanieation 
In writing in tha above sense without waiting for a 
Witten'flota iro*! the Abyesinian ,Government.
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/Sir,

.;itn Inference to your deatatcb ..o,B6i of/cctober/'^4th^- 
the hor.o.ij to l e. orl tnat about a couple of 

t_j, ,aen 1 /7ab loa •.vita .aa Taifari, ills

I... » . iaj ..l_,ni.ess expressea tho desire to tr-an^e

:z.

leyt, I atv^-

ror the

the fti4e,lo-AbySfc i..ii.a lbOi.tii.rs.of i' uad
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1 wt-a to tKjjte t; is as an Official 
cut ait) ausrwur .vetj i.^t very defii.it©.
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Kaen koi&- -by Hr.l@eP6xiaad'ia into t^ w^er, he '

was now awaiting a reply ft-om itis Majesty's l{i7«rinse»'ii, f ,)

1C..K

expressea my willingness to forward an official reminder ,if 
ha would send me something'in writing whleh ahonld have the 
authority of the hthiopisn liowerniuent. Els Imperial High

ness said he would oonsidcr this and the suhjeot was dropped. ;;

A lew days ago helata Heroui, who is said to enjoy 
the ooi.iloence of the I'as, and who is, with Er.ltartin, 
iwrhaps the only Abyasinian who knows anything about England i 
and the nOj^iisn. told me how anxious he was for the best 
relotione netiteen i;oe,l6ud and aOyssinia. Idod reiatlons 
■vltb li.^land, he seid, would be greatly to the adwant.age Of 
'his oountry. He went on to say that many people were 
oiivlcue of tr.e friendly personal relations which existed 
i.etwecn the . as and fhey were trying to destroy

iiiis by making .uieohlef between us. If aver any differenoes 
atiould arise, he would always ..Isdly lend his good offices, 
and ex; lain my point of view to the r.aa, or vice versa,

fhft jjBstior. of the annoyance caused to us by raids 
ov.r ur frontiers was than raised and mlata Heroui asked 
why we did not arrange for frontier delimitations. He had 
been present when the has had approached lir.Maobonald on the 
subject. I .r:orred to the uohubert incident, the ^eat 
expense, and finally I told hi:i. that I did not see .fowrany 
Abyssinian could be found with euffiolent'autho.-ity ta- 
undertake such an. Important •ta.fike, :,¥^n ..eiata 'gsrpuj..

3.
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(fuestijn o/'tii4 reid over ,»ii9 So 
In litd T.-V.ich I'bad aop»d aiijSht tore betn settled Joc-ally- 1 

...t j ity'b Ooneul at iterrar ana tejasraatch laaim,

>

eetv.eeti His

the jtjuty Jovernor. Oi.fortunately bejazaatoli I.^au had
■h‘l

not the tuthority to reach a settlement, and the .matter had i* 
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IN a44itioo to tJje :Prime Miiuater aod Bi? Jn^rifd Bigilnew T«*i&ri M&k 
f ht^re were preseat Measre. Russell, Mufrs-y, jfephirpw the thjcee
H&ilu, Seyyuw und Nado, who aoeompaoied Has Tafikri. BQata Heroui aaf 
SllH8si;&. ^ t V, *

Ta&M opened the coaveyBatvon by exprsetdng the wish that the Abyaawtan 
i .overttDftont should abtaia an outlet on the sea, and be hoped that the Prime Mioister 
w.tuid be aUe tohioa a de6uite aftd favourable reply

The Prime Blniater explained that he had not had an opportunity of c<>asideriivg 
proposal before.
Kas Talfari did m--t pr^ thf' proposal, and passed on to say that the Abywuiaa 

‘loverumont had need oi wThs. hlid oonetaiit trouble with Mahomei^iB ^ipd
i-itgans in thse oountry, and in th® old days they lised to btjy rifles to protect iheuwelveft. 
[{ now diificult foi- them to import aruw, and he ask^^w, in these oirw5i«tauces»^ 
il.v-!y coukt pjpoiect thoir country. They hud nebti of lifle^^aid, according to the treaty, 
dipy bad a fight tu obtain tb^

The l*riaie Minister said that, so far as the British Guverrunent itself was 
iiicera^d, it bad been dscidod tiiat it hlaiuld in no circumstanceB supply arms to 

f'ueign Governiuenta. Aa regtrdii the particular rw^uest of the Abyssiuisa Government 
rn be, allowed purcliase annii, a decision hud recently been come to by Hia Hajusty’s 
Government to consult theu- uliioe—namely, che French and Italiaufc -and if possible 
Ui veai^ an ^igrttemeot with tltem which woidd allow the importation of the arma 
required.

.55Illlis

'9)

Has faffari said that in 1899 the Abyt^iniiin Guvernrneiit allowed itie Su^bio 
I n.vernment to establish a trading poet on th<- Itivnr Baro, but there was no question 

ciisiotns duties beina collected. AbysKiman Gnvernnout did uot u iah the Sudan
Guverument to be colUcting dues which aoiounted t - collectrns/ taxen in Abvsainian 
ri^rnUiry, for in th^ %-aiioUH treaties with the Abyssinian Government thoiv wae uothiug 
'.vhnth^gave the Sudan Goverumeiit any right collect such dues.

Ibc Prime Minister said that this question was new to him, hut iie pointKl mit 
iiu.t the duM collected at Gambeila wore shai-ed equally bi>twt4«u the Sudan an<l the 
Alpyssiniau Goverumeutii soj^ere collected impartially On go^nis croH.-,ing fnmi the 
So-iftii into Abyssinia and'mVe vera^. According to liis inh.ru.Htion trade was on 
the incroase. which wics the best indication 'that the dues imposed w^re not excessive,
.K (I he uudarstood that the eyetem workwl well and verv muoh to the advantage ,if the 
\by5jsl0iau GrtH'ernmenr. ■ ’

Talfcri then referred to frontier diflSculties, Hh said tliat. according to thn 
irenty with the. Britisli Gy)VBrDmont, the frontier Wiis shown on the map by a re<i line, 
but ihe treaty provided'"bhaf It should be delimited on the ground b\'^a(oiiit Anglo- 
\b>s-siDiaii oOTomisfii™ anj ofearly-inarke.! by hoaouna ’niis bail not v«t l»-nii .f.i.n 

fil(/ng the whole frontier. '
The Prime Minieter emieed 'that the delimitation was desifable, and enid that he 

• ould make no difBgulty ".boat it. He hoped, however, that when tie- Bri^h meinliers 
I the oomiDisaioo arrived at tl.e froutier the Ahyemiiian inembem wo^ bo there to 

meet them and would not fad to turn up as l.ad happened on prei rntla ocuaeiuM,- He 
ideo h.aped that the Abyeeioian oommiaeioueni. would have authoritv to settle (nicatioiis 
fwlftt I t.g to the boundary 00 the Mpot.

Uas ’Jaffori replied that minor tjuestions could lie settled on the si'ot l,ut that 
n.Kgwieeiies would have to l« referred to the (Jentrul I lovei-umeiil at Addm AbaU 
fe then referred to Lake Teana, and said that the reason for „l,lcli the Abyseiniai. 
■uvernment had tailed to, come to an aaieemeiit about the use ol the lake was not a 
I'int of uufriendlujeas towards the British Goveruu.eut, but simpiv that public opidira 

a^oppwed to the coimtrurtbnpf thp da»aad believed that it would nofcbefrtle • 
ntereet of Abyssinia. The AbyssmiteGovernment had t» ponsider |iublic otiiiion -In 

, [687,1-1] Vi,,.
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^ ®’''‘i“'’- *”'TT‘ “ .Wrtain ohurohes on Wds «
'■ «» ««np«M«^;w«nW bo pftiA, K«iT!.ffari,>n«b-iSa

> the British Grivornment wor« n.(w pre^red w protaihe thpt lie chn*c 
i jmlw'mped and that the iiliviiomn level of the latte tnjuld hoh'^Ceed Itllh 

rniiy seaaon. / '' ■
Tlie Prime IfioSBter iiBSelited,
Has Tartan liien said tliat tHiat was in their mind was ___________ ^___ _____

mem itself should form an Ab^supieti'ooiiipaiiy which would iconstract the dim itfdS. 
would use the water tor Abyssiniao requirements, and any Surplus would be sOliLlw ' 
them to the Bmlan tloverntiient. * ■['■/■

The I'riii.e M mister said that the British Goveruraent had-had plenty of hxpp&«i' 
expuneMe of miHtiilifK inaile m big enginetsring works and h© had no desire 
Ahyssmiaii I Miveriitiif-ni should share such an unfortunate experience. He 
piv|>Hrf(l i4» enter into any arrangemeiit unless he was'satisfied wt the works'had^Sw 
properly Jesipiuai and wetre-yn^-to be property' bodti s'ij^^eould not-udrlse^fe 
hiidan (.ineriiiiient to spend the Wne sums of money jrhich would be neoeeMtfy fiviae 
caiialisitiori sod preparation of the land until ho had those aeouranoes. «He eugeeuM 
that tile Ahyssiiiiiin Government should obtain the serriees of some tbocontflh 
competeni engineer, md he made the propoaaf tiiat they should invite the Go-Teraqiept 
of the Tinted Btate,- to nominate siicli ah en^neer to report to them fblly on {ihe

n
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Itsirt I'art'a! ill rt [ti\ saitl that of course the Abyssinian Government coidd 
coniiieit-iii ciigiiit'i'r finiii Aiii«rica tir from some other country, but th^t it was
t.« sr-iVi't {ani, aiiii tliui thr-r whole Idea was that lln-v themselves were going td'- 
till’ fhi- vvtirk un>l lur- iMitiiflv rt>ijif)iiaib}e for it.

1 h. prime Mimsier, in conc'.usioii, naid tliat runiuurs had reached ium thtit ^he 
A Ins.MPHiiti < Jiiveniineiii helicvcii ihat the British desire to biilld a reservoir raftflked a 
wish f.1 iiitt-rfurr* .vith tiie iiith^peu-lence ««f Abyssinia. Tiie exact opposite was the 
< hii-.- ilif .iiiiii W.t8 in oxiHUMiCc if woi.M i.t- :iii ee'.ential British interest to see tbht ah 
fi.ivi;,m P.jwer int«rfi'/.tMi with thi^ >nd.fipt-ii.irncH of Abyssinia. He was glad to have had 
tins ..j)[n>rtunitv nf htuaniig ihe .Vb\»*itiiaii vit-wa, but he would ask them now to put; 
' lifiti ill vvritiiin so fjiiii tlii-y .rtli-mld remain on record in the Fuceigti .Office archives 
Blamld Im- availslih- for r.iiisithMuLioii. a.s the British Govemmant would have couateiw 
[ir«>p<'.s,ils lu iiiaki-
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>

/ Davnlng Utrmt.

56TaV2«.

■aiah,l»2«.

Sir,

in reply to your letter »o.j aTl^aiVl of 
the «th of Mnrah 1 an direetaa ity Mr. Socratary 
Amery to request you to in/om ^eretary air Aueten 
Chanberlalrt Uu»t «m rap3V liae yat been receired to 
the deepateh which wae ofent to the OoVftriior ^'onya 
on the 33rd of i;eoet!ibeT legardlnt the demaroution 
cf the frontier* of Abyeelhia. 
received In the near f„t.ire, 
reminded.

if no reply la

tJ.e overiior v/l 11 et-

i io...

■Ji r,

i 0 u r ro o M t oLeui'rU aerviint »

• V' :JCCRK’TiUrf 0? STATS.

/OiUtlGH OPFICJs:.
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