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LIBUT COL:J.K.ROEERTSON

Requests copies of official documents
order that he may this eofficer

Council of the Imstifm of Civil Enginsers for
unprefessional cenduct,
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HI8 M

S8 PRINGIPAL SEORETARY OF STATE
FOR THE COLONIES,
from V.NeGREGOR ROSS, M.Inst.C.K.,
(1ate) DIREOTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS,
KENYA COLONY,

My Lerd,
I have the honour to enquire whether I may be
supplied with copies of certain official documents relatimg te the
participatien of Lt.Col.J.K.Robertson in recent consultations and

projeats of an engineering nature in Kenya, for t.ho“&nrmnun
information of the Council of the Institutien of fivil Rugiaeers
la orde® that I may formally ispeach that sificer Lefore them i
umprofessional conduot.

2. As long ago as July 1922 I sddressed to Bour
Lordehip's predecessor a formal complaint ae to that officer's
actionss It was respectfully worded and wam transnitted throush
His Exeelleney Sir Bdward Northey. Immediately thereafter my post
of Diregter of Publie Works at a salary of £1,200 was abolished

and I was retired on pension.

3. Having received no acknowledgment of, or reply
to, my letter, although I was expecting, Irom month to month, that
something of tue sort would be forwarded en to me from Nairobi, I
.plicd for, and was granted, an interview with 8ir Herbert Reau. -
I then learned that an answer had been sent to mairedbi, to be com-
sunicated to me only if Iwas still in the Colony at tne time of
its arpival, I had already left, Dowever, under Government orders,
and 1 nave not had a copy of the reply either there or here,

4, The facts of the case are that Mr.Robertsen,
uaving Been employed in the Proteotorate about 1915.at a salary of
£9500 or '.Mll 1980 as Lt.Ool.Robertgon at a salary of
% ”w.’l,“" bis bebaviour was sueh as, in my

] _ F to otaer Engineer off




HIS w-ﬁ‘l | PRINCIPAL SEORETARY OF STATE
FOR THE COLONIES,
from V.MeGREGOR ROSS, M.Inst.O.R.,
(late) DIREOTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS,
KENYA COLONY.

My Lera,
I have the homour to enquire whether I may be

supplied with copies of certain official documents relatinmg te the
participatien of Lt.CGol.J.K.Robertson in recent consultations and
pro Jeots of an engineering nature in Kenya, for the confidenmtial
information of the Council of the Institutien of Civil Emgineers

in orde® that I may formally impeach Lhat efflcer before ihsm fo:
inprofessienal conduct.
2. As long ago as July 1922 I addressed to Bour

Lordebip's predecessor a formal snmplaint as to that officer's
actions, It was respectfully worded and was transsitted through

Hle Exeelleney Sir Bdward Northey. Immediately thereafter my post
of Diregter of Publie¢ Works at a salary of £1,200 was abolished
and I was retired on pension.

3. Having received no acknowledgment of, or reply
to, my letter, although I was expecting, Irom month to menth, that
something of tue sort would be forwarded en to me from Nairobi, I
.plied for, and was granted, an interview with S8ir Herbert Rezu.
I then learned thst an answer nad been sent to mairobi, to be com-
sunicated to me only if I was stilY in.the Colony at tne iime of
its arrival, I had already left, Newever, under Government orders,
and I mave not had a copy of the reply either there or here.

&, The facts of the case are tnat Mr.Robertsen,
naving been employed in the Proteotorate about 1915 at & salary of
£900 or g9, retwrned 1a) 1980 as Lt.CGol.Robertson at a salary of
"Q.ﬂmwwuou.nmmua as, in my
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vorks DepaFtment Was se sssential te the 1ife and develspment of the |
colony thAt 1t should be sxpanded to such an extent that none of the
senior officers then confiected with the Department could be trusted
with any share in its direction. They should all be replaced, he

by more experienced engineers, to be obtained from some other em&ry;
¥ithin & year, i.e. in May 1922, he supplied another report to the
Economie and Financial Committee urging that the Public Works Departe
sent should be abolished. He recommended that the Civil Engineering
sctivities of Government should be directed by General Northey's

son-im-law, & young gentleman with no Engineering training or exper-

lence.

5. His proposal involved the dismissal of & number of

‘ngimeers, all corporate members of the Institution of Civil

st five or six weeks' notice — to take effect on Juns 3Oth.,1922.

A few, he suggested, might Le re-engsged to work under the uantrained
Director above-mentioned, but as locally-engaged hands, without their
previous privileges of home-leave and oversess passages.

6. Ineldentally, his first report was covered with
ridioule by myself in a public debate in the Legislative Counc¢il on
Jotober 27th., 1921, in which I summarised it as a "singularly care-
less compilation, with some dlscreditable features." Its recommend-
stions, where they diverged from previous ones of my own, were dis-
regarded by the local Government and Your Lordship's office, and
Lt.Col.Roberteon was informed that attacks in it upon individual
officers were yultirs vireg to his position on the Public Works Com-
ilsslon, and that no notice would be taken of them in Your Lordship's

ffiece.

7. Later, when the Economic and Financial Committee
sent Lo Government a unanimous recommendation that the next plece of
rallway construction in the Colony should be constructed Department-
ally, Lt.Col.Reberteon submitted a memorandum traversing that view,
and finally, representations of his led to General Northey's cabling

' to Your Lordship's office on June 14th., 1922, with reference to &
project for extending the Thika Railway to Nyeri, as follows:-




'rasxuMuﬁ"mmw“mw.m
general w ssserted that this remark had o reference whatever
to n.mn,m It wust therefere have referred to staff werkiag
inger myself ia the Publis Forks Department. Sir Herbert Read, st ay
\nterview With kis on the 1st. ult., was geed sncugh to say ihat &
.tatement would willingly be supplied to me to the effect that it
10 referenss to myself. This I shall much appreciate, and I beg te
cquest that it may be supplied to me. mm&uuuumm-
exculpate Lt,Col.Robertson. If, as Sir Herbert Read fourmived, 1t
+a8 to be taken as referring only to the “retrenchees” from the Publi

P

v rks Departaent, they lnl-‘o‘.u late Executive Engineer Mr.C.H.

¢ynolds, whom Your Lordship has just promoted to be Deputy Director
Public Works in Tanganyika Territory, and whe, when working under
., was Resident Engineer on the Thika Rallway construction, whieh,
e uoo-tuu.ta-ormnmornnmmuuunm
intry traversed, remains to this day the cheapest plece of metnes
suge 1ime in Africa. Lt.Col.Robertson's aspersion on this offiger,
.« "not ocapable” of extending the line which he constructed with
edit im 1913, would appear to provide further grounds for represen
& his behavieur as professionally improper. I may add that his owa
+ ~k (the Ussin Gishu Rallway survey and comstruction) has given rise
such miegivings in the Colony that the settlers' Convention of
soclations has Just passed & resolutiom urging the appointaent of &
amigsion of Baquiry, "with the widest terms of reference” to enquire
to "the whole matter of the buildimg of the Uasin Gishu Rallway."
1de "The East Afrlon'ltu:du'd,' September 15th., 1923.)
8. If Government views manoeuvres of the class that 1s
re alluded to, with unconcern and inaction - & suggestion whioch
en & year's silence leaves me unwilling to believe = I feel confid
.t the Souneil of the Institution of Civil Engineers would regard
Lelr otourrenss among its NMembers with neilther the one nor the other.
ong reselutions at a conference of my Executive Bngineers, (all




to RailWAg SSATS.. It Wust therefers have referred to steff verking
inger nysélf 1a the Publie Forks Departaest. Bir Nerbert Read, ot ay
interview with him on the 1st. ni.. was good enough to say that a
statement would willingly be supplied to me to the effect that it

no referenes to myself. This I shall much appreciate, and I beg to
equest that 1t may bde supplied to me. But that will in no way serve
exculpate Lt.Col.Rebertson. If, as Sir Herbert Read fourmised, it
s to be taken as referring only to the “retrenchees"” from the Publi
"orks Departaent, they included my late Executive Engineer Nr.C.H.

eynolds, whom Your Lordship has Just promoted to be Deputy Director
Public Works in Tanganyika ferritory, and whe, when working under
¢, was Resident Engineer on the Thika Rallway construetion, whiech,
‘e account being taken of the clase of work and the nature of the
intry traversed, remains te this day the cheapest plec¢ of metre-
4ige lime 1a Africa. Lt.Col.Robertson's aspersion on this officer,
< "not oapable” of extending the line which he comstructed with
edit in 1913, would appear to provide further grounds for represent
& his behavieur as professionally ilmproper. ! may add that his owm
rk (the Ussin Gishu Rallway survey and comstruction) has given rise
such miegivings in the Colony that the settlers' Convention of
soclations has Just passed a resolutionm urging the appointment of a
ualssion of Baquiry, “with the widest terms of reference” to enquire
to "the whole matter of the building of the Uasin Gishu Railway."
lde “The Bast African Standard, " lop'-vb.r 1Sth., 1923.)
8. If Government views manceuvres of the class that is
re alluded to, with unconcern and inasction - & suggestion whioch
°0 & yoar's silence leaves me unwilling to believe — I feel confid
‘t the Qouneil of the Institution of Civil Engineers would regard
“ielr oeourrense among its Members with neither the one nor the other.
ong resolutions at a conference of my Executive Bngineers, (all
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ment to ”M‘
offieers who are denied the usual right o

9. I need scarcely add that the proposal for the

lition of the Public Works Departaent was easily disposed of, and

.» entirely disregarded by the local Government.

10. 1 trust that Your Lordship, since no other aetion

A appear to have been taken upon receipt of my complaints, will at
.t not seek to shield this officer by refusing to grant me coples

‘souments, without whieh I shall be unable to afford him an oppor-

ity of defending his actions before the Council of the Institution

ivil Bangineers upon & formal indictment for unprofessional eonduct.

w111 , of course, be fully informed as to my charges, &nd his ex-

be invited by the committee of the Oeuncll charged

ations will
misconduct

the duty of adjudicating upen charges of professional

& corporate members of the Institutlion.
11. 1 cannot of course support my charges without

ting frem offieial documents. 1 attach & list of the documents of

I request that I may be supplied with coples for the purpose

ted,
I have the honour to be

Your Lordship's

Most obedient humble servant,

AL
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Lt.Col.Roberteon's 0001‘“‘- of o)n 1922 to the
lu—u Pinancial tee that the Public

/ Works Departaent should be mllM
Unders

10,

n.

igned's n:oulor to same, addressed to H.E. the Govermor
y dated Jume 23rd., 1922.

Lt.Col.Roberteon's recommendation to the Bconomie and Financlal
Committee t reilvay construction in Kenye
should not done prtaentally, dated

Probably in April

Extract from Govermer's cable of Jume 14th., 1922 reading:-
"Have carefully comsidered guestion of Depart
mental eomstrue vnh Roberteon. We agree
personnel not .. "

Hon. Commissioner of Lande Mr.H.T.NMartipn’s semorendus to tie
Boonenic and Pinancisl Posmmittee upen tue
that he shouwld sssume control of
1e Vorks in Kemya Colomy.

.‘.0\‘!' of m. teh in reply to .“’I Government'§
,Mr Tea. , 920 upon.z.'::
’.‘. o ssion's ll’on.

(N.B. The P, '.l..-uom ® Report, the report of .
‘s oh in Leglslative CGouncil on Oct.2

t mis-statements in same, and Kenya

eapatch No. 1595 are ll"u‘y publiec.
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