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COMPULSORY LABOUR fOH fiAILWAY Comh- 'JTIOS 
Aim HAm.lHO 0? COTTOi:.Mr.

Mr

I -iut. US. Mr s.

/ Inadequacy of trar.epor^ i.. a reeuiteU in verj 
gPATe position,particularly with re^ard^ tc trane 
port oT Cotton and Coffee, Efforte being -ade to 
obtain labour efcd be backed oy power of .. jy.pulel 
Grare Inluffiolency of labour aleo at Klsuicu and 
Uganda piere.
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Kt«YA,

CAST AraiCA.

aath December 1934,

Ifk 7 FEB 25
Dear IIP4 Ormsby-Gore,

By thie or last mall I sent an offlclaV 
deetpatch recommending, it it should prove necessary, the uee

of eotnpulaopy natlre labour for railway conetruotlon.

■ end semi-offlcially coplee of Felling’s letter's to me and of 
tel^Vams he has exchanped with Uganda, 
them in aiy despatch because of course I do not touch Uganda 
affaire; Felling is a servant of both countries.

Tna,pooiticr is really ^rave, s-.d. we 
will all be in eerlous trouble over handling the Uganda 
cotton crop this season, and more so next season, if Bailway

Incidentally my coffee

X now

I did not include

construction le to be delayed, 
people are loalnr many tons of valuable ripe coffee, thou^ | 
the neighbouring reaervee are full of comparatively idle 

As soon ae the ’^uke gon- c- Safari I am 
* holding Barazas ir Kikuyu and Kavlror.do to encouraj^e »-atives 

to oome out fur works of public utility; but V’cy hare had 
good crops and ready markets, and I’r. afraid that neither

1
natives.

ilroulara to Administrative officers nor Parasas Till have 
' ■-.Y piuch effect unleae baoked, once in ■ while, by a Oovem»en't r

order..,I. • 'h
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tA»r Ar«f€A
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Th« bale* ©fc Uganda cotton ar« now coning out, and 
the delay, waete and congeetion are becoirlng really serious, 
Uganda laboiir should handle their own crop, froc which t^e 
growers derlwe great profit.

order.

I note in Reuter ?ir. Araery’e reply recently 
In the House to_the effect that erery endeavour was being 
made es to the transportation of Uganda cotton, but however 
perfect the mechanical arrargcmente may be, their valve is 
very greatly reduced if there is no ratlvo 'abcir to >uild 
the rew railways or to handle the pr':>duce. 
nearly as bad In Kenya as it is in Uganda.

Toiira sincerely,

The poBiticn is
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i' ■:■ Mur Sir BBb«rt,

Th» podtloB cf th» Railway in the luatter of 
tU'Blortaga of labour ii beoociQg very eerioua.

•a hawe been abort cf labour on the Thika 
tiyeri ait«ieloii, on tne relaying near the Ccaat, and, lo 
fact, on all our vorka throughout Kenya and Uganaa.

It la eeaontial now for all edBlnietratlTe 
officiale to aaaiet ua, and eapeoially the officiala 
in Kavirondo.

in alarming feature ia the luck of a 
aufficiency of labour at the Kiaucmi piera and the 
eitre^pe ahortage of labour at the "ganda pie re.

In thia ennection the attached copies of
tolegrama exchanged with the Cganda Uceemir.ent are awlf- 

Ihe position is that 160 Kawironjoa areoiplanetory.
leaving Jinja in two ^ya' time, their time having
expired, while large numbara of time-expired men are

With theeteadily leaving fort hall and ItamaBUgali. 
ahort^e of labour in Kenya no absietsi.ce for I'ganda 
piera car^ be tivec frai here.

Of oour8®,we cannot handle the traflic withoui 
labour, and I can only hope that both jovenrents will i 

• realiia the need for draatic action ir the ratter oi 
•••iatanea in labour brfore the peaition beoomea 
iofoealbla.t
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UMinrhilt. m our troublee «rt iDor«Mlus 

daily, I think 1 should lot you know thw position

lours sincersly,
(sd). C.N. Jslltag.
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Truit you «ro taking action to assist 
os obtaining labour for Jinja Port Boll and Samaaagall 
as position again shows snjis of beooKimg serious.
One hundred and fifty time expired Kavirondo leate 
Jinja next week and owing extrwne shortgge labour

Wharres sheds and

yards Kilindini Piers full with imports largely for 
■Jganda and further large tonnages still coming in

;:«vsnty trucks unuer load Kisiiau today, 
taking action^ to meet position Kiwuru but unless 

labour forthcoming Uganda piers anticipate 
congestion imports and forthcoming cotton crop.
Would urge that matter of pier labour receive active

106Z

Kisumu cannot e«>d others across.

steadily.

aacessary

attention ^ur Ueverwent.
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pl.raaBter Jlnj* apply thl. Oo’i4P»mt> tor .'

jst^iply 20# labourers aitsmatifs holding vfl? canjo- 

labour cannot be suppliad bafora siddla January 

and will ba raw labour frow Waat bila on four months

This

contract only.
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te anioli dl*^oiiift«d and eo«c«ta«d »t joor
If labour for Oganda Plars iatalaetraa r« labour.

not obtoinaU* urtU aiddla January and Uiao only 
rm labour bolding i^ of deanda traffl* nay b* 
IneTltablo. ia wirad jon Saturday abortag* of labour 
in Xinya ia acuta'and a* aball ba abla to carry on only 
with aotira aaaiatanc* Eedya Ooramnaat. 1!barafor*
Uganda Piara cannot b* aaaiatad furthar with Karirondo 
latour. Plaaaa raply what action la baing takan aa 
I Buat deolda what to do. jB looat anxioua to aroid 
anything in r^rd your traffic which may raaalt 
aarieoa financial loa* to Uganda.
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