(" 5.+ )
Pu¥ US. of§\ ‘

Secrelti’il of Sfa;,‘.\
o Cor gt AL

MINT TESR

B\P

) ’M»’ Hliader Lo

4"5..[3’

‘f
If
3

e
1924 o

9

ey o e S Bt

Y gl /éﬁgg%;gy;zﬁﬁé;;-_f;_.

B

- r

e coprorog Fo = ~
L T e

L B2 CC
G

7‘" -




o
S

446909

L‘ +<1 October 1924,

€8 Goloman

The Under Secretary of State,
The Colonial Offioe,
London, 3,W,

8ir, Voi-Mwatati Concession.

f\ ith reference to your letters of the 9th August
Bo.“91371934, and the B5th September, N0.40732/24, and
the interview which Mr. Hausburg and I had with Mr.
Bottomley erday, and whioch was attended by Mr.A.G.Baker,
Direotor of Survey, Kenya Colony, the two following questions
were raised with a view to reaching a final settlement:-

1) Water: 4As you have disallowed the recommendstion of
3ir ChaTles Bowring, the Aoting Governor of Kenya Colony,
to give us another area in the event of water not being found
in suffioient quantity to develop the Voi Concesaion, it is
of the greatest necessity to us, and would appear to be of
vital importance to the sucoessful opening up of the Voi
extension areas, that adequate water be made available for
the purpose of adequately exploiting our conoession, and that
all poessible provision should be msde for the necessary suppl
of water,

Three sources are avafble; the Vol and Mwatati
Rivers and the ewamp which ie esituated in the trisngulsr area
Just over and beyond the north-western boumdary of our conces-
eion., The Voi 8&nd Mwatati Rivers are said to rum dry at the |
easential time when watér is reguired for sisal produotion,
but the swamp ie said to ocontain water all the year rounmd.
The swamp lies within the triangular ares that has been
recommended by the Land Offioce to be included im the Native
Reserve, Thie area, we understand, has not been yet defin-
itely allocated for the purpose. We woukd, therefore, reques
that the right of way be given to ve to the ewamp, and that w
be given the right to take water from the swamp after the
requiremente of the local natives have been satisfied, We
underatand that there are very few natives round the swamp,
and that moet of them are settled in the hills above, where
there are local streams from whioh they draw their requireme



The Under Seoretary of State 3rd Oct,/24

Ae regards the Vol and Mwatati Rivers, Mr.Hausburg
when in Fairobvi discussed with Mr.Baker and the Land Offiee
the allocation of the concession with & view to the western
boundary being drawn beyond the Mwatati River, which would
include the right bank of the Mwatati River. The Land
Offioe,] understand, eaw no objection to this course.

With a view to settling this boundary gquestion to
ensble Mr.Jordan to proceed immediately with the survey of
the oonowsseion, it 18 suggested that we give up part.of our
frontage on the Voi River, and that a line be drawn from
the point where the railway line croseees the Vol and ie taken
down to the proposed southern boundary of the conocession, and
that san equivalent area be allocated to us on the western side
of the concession to include the right bank of the Mwatati
River. To this proposal 1 understand Mr.Baker seea.’ no
objeation.

As I explained I have been in communication with Mr.
Jordan who writes that it is important thet he phonld proceed
in the dry season with the testing of the water Wupply by
means of bore holes eta. on the swamp to mscertaif whether
there i@ any ground leakage or whether a hard pan bed exists
with & view to the comstruction of a storage dam. It 18
hie desire to proceed at onae with his survey &f the conces-
sion, and our desire to forthwith etart as soon as possible
with plantation work,

I would fecl extremely obliged if you would kindly
csable to His Zxoellency, the Governor, on the subject, as
you very kindly agreed you would, and ssk for his reply by
oabla. «

I note from your letter of the 9th Augusmt that the
Kenya Masters and 3ervants Ordipance of 1924 has been dimallowed,
but I presume that the nativee ou our concession would be subject
to such Squatters Ordinances as are in existence or may be pro-
pulgated.

May 1 trouble you to let me kmow the cost of the cable
8o that I might refund same,

1 have the honour to be, 8ir,
Your obedient Servant,

Ao o
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Ae regards the Voi and Mwatati Rivers, Mr.Hasusburg
when in Nairobi discussed with Mr.Baker and the Land Office
the allocation of the conoceseion with & view to the western
boundary being drawn beyond the Mwatati River, which would
inoclude the right bank of the Mwatati River. The Land
0Offioe.] underetand, eaw no objection to this course.

With a view to settling this boundary question to
enable Mr.Jordan to proceed immediately with the survey of
the ooncesaion, it 18 suggestsd that we give up part of our
frontage on the Voi River, and that a line be drawn from
the point where the railway line croesee the Vol amd ie taken
down to the propoesed southern boundary of the conocession, and
that an equivalent area be alloocated to us on the western side
of the concession to include the right bank of the Mwatati
River. To this proposal 1 understand Mr.Baker seea 1o
objeation.

As I exvplained I have been inm communiocetion with Mr.
Jordan who writes that it ig important thet he phould proceed
in the dry season with the testing of the water supply by
means of bore holes eto., on the awamp to asocertaiw whether
there i# any ground leakage or whether a hard pan bed exists
with & view to the comnstruction of & storage dam. It 18
his desire to proceed at onae with his survey of the conces-
sion, and our desire to forthwith start ae soon as possible
with plantation work,

I would fecl extremely obliged if you wouwld kindly
eable to His Exoellency, the Governor, on the subject, asg
you very kindly agreed you would, and ask for his reply by
cable.

1 note from your letter of the 9th August that the
Kenya Masters and Servants Qrdipance of 1924 hae been disallowed,
but I presume that the nativee ox our coneession would be subject
to such Squatters Ordinances as are in existerce or may be pro-
mulgated.

May I trouble you to let me know the cost of the cable
8o that I might refund same.

I have the honour to be, S8ir,

Your obedient Servant,
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