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VOI < MWATATI CQNCESSION,

Beviews histery of negotiations with paz
ticular feferente to water supply and alternatiy
site,and réequests that strong representations be
made to Govérnsr in sense stated.
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The syndicate, censisting of Major Goldman,
Lord Waleran, and the late Mr. Ceoil Grenfsll, represent
two of three unférturiate conoessiond granted in the
Coast ares of Kenya (Bouth of Mombasa) in 1908, The
third was acquired by a group imudmc the late Lord

Cobham and the late Sir Owen Thomas, ‘ho formed the

Bast African Estates, Limited. ¢
The rights of the original concessionaires of the
other two u’cao( Macallister and pioup.akoz\ were
acquired by the Syndicate from , the survivor
of the two. He is mow dead and his family have recently
put in a olém for the concessions, They were bought
out by Major Goldman ‘who, with his colleagues, gave
us an indemnity against further Diespecker uluﬁn.

Major Goldman left the Owen Thomas group because
he considered their action im forming a& Company prematu:
He has refused to go to the City while the po.iuo_n ‘
of the Syndiocate was indefinite. conuquont;} while
the Bast African Estatés have done some develoyntﬁ't :
his Syndicate have done none,

In.both cases there has Boon much difficulty
through the inability of the local f;evornment‘, first,
to say what areas in the oonceded territory mast bo/ or
need not be, exocluded om acoount of mtivo rights,
and Iager (when native righte; ‘wnioch
natural covered the best. hnd -had been more or lese
ssoertained) to £ind anything iiks the acreags
stipulated. 1In the ca;i‘of the Bast African Estates it
has been arranged this yesr that, while retaining some
part of the Coast estato, It;w ohnll 51v0 up the rest m
return for e« muoh -mi!t atea i&thl HRighlands, lhere
they are to have three widely nepauud group. ot rm,

»
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¥e have hénrd tfcch’im- (and are awaiting

& despatoh) that there mre loocal protests frem

settlers who think that the farme;whdohiase 2
D04 90 SalAS LI AUOWAS, ought to be leased in
emall lots to individuals.

In the oms¢ of the Goldman Syndicate it
was first agreed to out down the original
100,000 acres ‘to 80,000 acres, and then, after
examination of the ground, they were advised by
Xe,Hausburg (who is favourably known to us as a
pioneer of sisal planting in Kenya) to drop the !
coast area -1£Bgother and take the area of 60,000
acres near Voi (100 miles up the lige) with which
we are now concerned, provided that the water was
adequate.

8ir C. Bowring, when acting Governor, came to
a provisional agreement with Mr. Hausburg that if
they fonﬁ! ‘Yfie land unsuitable in soil or water they
should have a .eorrespc;nnmg acreage eslsewhere, Thug
was over ruled here on the ground that it laid on
Kenya a contingent liability which it might not be
able to fulfil; but it is clearly reasonable cmc,‘
if they are to be pinned down to the Voi area,
they ghould first have all possible security as
regards water,

The points immediately at issue are the claims
that

(a) that the Colonial Government have marked

out a different area (with less water)

from that originally discussed orally

€

between Mr. Hausburg and the Land Office.

{b) ‘that’the Colonial Government by moving -3

PRS2 i . . natives |




(e)

(a)
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natives about have increased the difficulty

of providing water for the estate

that there is other water which they should be
allowed to pipe to the estate, and

in effeet, that after eighteen years we ought to
get something settled and not allow what they

regard as obstruction.

/
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C.8.GoLoman

TELEAmARHIC ADORESS
G5 LDWANNIA, LONGON

SALISBURY HOUSBE

LQNODON WaLL,

LONDON F C AM<IMQQ;

W.C. Bottomley Esq.,
The Colonial Office,
3. W,

Dear Mr., Bottomley, Be Voi-lwatati Concessiodn.

The letter the Colonial Offige of the Z2lat
inst., reference '0,” 54306/24, giving the substance of
a telegram raceived égm/tho' Jovernor of Kenya as to the
usge of water, and th nclusion of land on the western
side of the N'watati River, raises an extremely serious
8i tuation,

I should like to drew your atteation to the
negotiations which lr. C.B.Hausburg conducted with Sir
Charles Bowring, C.B. A memorandum of these negotia-
tions was submitted to "is Exocellency, the Acting “overnor,
in a letter from Mr. Hausburg, dated the 3rd of May 1923.
Clause 5, para: A, countaina a reference, that if on investi-
gation the water supply for the Concession wes not found
to be sufficient, all or part of the land should be abandoned
and a similar area given elgsewherse. Y

In his letter dated the 2nd Jul, 1923, Zo.2086/1193,
from the Acting Sedretary to lir. Hausburg of Heathside,
Weybridge, Mr. Hausburg is informed that the Government of
Kenys has recommended to ths Secretary of State that amn
exchange of land be conceded te in the event of lack of
water. This recommendation of the Governor olf Kenya ,was
turned down by the Colonial Office in their lefter of the
22nd September 1923 {N0.3841’7/83), in vhich they state that
the concessionaires were to ‘ake the risk of fthe area near
Voi being suitable as rTegards both water and soil.t €

I would point >ut to you that lir. Heusburg favored
and selected the Mwatati grant saupject to satisfactory |
arrangements being arrived at for the water recegsary to
develop the congession for sisal. He realized” that if
the western boundary is drawn to ineclude both banks of the
Mwatati River, a certain amount of water would be available
from that source,, but as the river runs dry at certain
periods when water is essential, other sources wonld hnv‘e Lo
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be made avajlable, as the grant itself had no water
supply within 1ts serea. It is for this reason that
water from the hille beyond the eoncession, including
the awamp, became ‘an aessential eonslderation in taking
up this land, Thisg, Mr.Hausburg disdussed in la{robi,
and no objection was raised to this essential requirew
ment, His negotiations in liairobi were necessarily of
e tentative and 1nformal charsater, as nothing could be
deoided at the time in view of the Tndian question being
then still unsettled.

You may remember that 11 no intervi ew which
Mr.Rausburg and I hed at the Colonial Office on the
30th July 1923, His Excellency, the Joveruor, being
present, the question of water was brought up, and the’
necessity for a reasonable supply of water to mala the
eoncession workable was fully resognized. We thereupon
aocepted the oconcession >n this underatanding together
with the proviso that the right to seleot another ares
would not be conaidered.

We are advised that in order to Justify a big
expenditure for develovpiig the area, the water in the
Uwantati River, the swamp and Teita Hills, beyoud the
requiroments of the natives, should be mede available
for our reassonadle requirements;, and that we ghould have
priority in' that respect, . It 18, of course, understood
from this that we don't agk for a monopoly of water, but
merely sufficient to make the devel opment of this area %
8ecure, LR

, If, as we understand, the i.tention of the Govt,
18 to establish the Iabida on the swamp, and to 'b¥ing the
Wakasigau on to the western bank of the Nwatati, we would
be deprived 6f practically ell our water suprly, méking ‘the
concesion unworkeble and valueless. If this is so, we
can only suppose that the Government propose to offer us
a seleation of 60,000 aeres elsgwhoera. .

: Ap we have previoumly pointed out, we ware informed
that 1% was the intention of the Jovt. last sear to remsve
the Wakasigau, and not to bring in mpre natives. fThese would
incidentally be in direct competition for water, and thereby
in oonf¥igt with our déevelopment, .

"8 to the goncession itaself, ur. Hausburg in his
informal negotiations, of which Mr. A.G,Baker has lmowl edge,
selected an arem to include the weat bark of the liwatati
River, and nolocal objection to it was raised. ile ask that
the boundaries ng."’ud.'iuew\i apcording to the rough sketch we
gubml tted. with our lpttor ef the 14th inst. ~
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Londrding to a letter Just received from Major
Bugtage from Mosbsva, the Govt. seems to be under the
impresseion thet we are agking for fixing the western
boundery s6 as to inolude the right ba. 0f the swemp.

This is a-mistgke. What we are eglcing for is to fix the

western: boundary so &g to inglude the right bahk of the p

U"watati River,"which 18 hot within any native reserve,(5ee ske
1

It wag olearly understood that as there was8 no F
water on”the concegsion 1tself, this would have to be
obtained either from the lwatati River bordering the
wostern side, the swamp,out of which the river flows,

and” from the Teita "'illg. ’

The position that we are now faced with owing
to the Tovermment's notion is thias:-

1) ‘We are refused the use of the gwamp water

2)-More natives are %o be brought on to the piece
of land asked for on the right bank of the
Mwatatd River, thereby diminishing, if not entirely
exhausting, that surply, and

3) An examination of the water catch area i1 the Teita
Hille north of the concession with a view to con-
struoting & regervolr as a standby source of supply
and an Opinion whether this wog}% ge feansible within
contour and ecomomic limits, 18 3 tingent on th
5yvt, adquisscing in this very bssential sefeguard.

The delemma we are therefors vlaced in is most
unfortunate for us, having regard to the constantly Pecur-
ring new diffioultigs, and this after so much delay in”
Teaching a settlement owins torthe Imdian question. (=

We fipd durgelves in the regrattable vositior of
having suocceeded in ‘getting friends to associate themselves
financially ‘with ug with a view %9 starting sctive develou= -
ments who are disstitisfied that no definite deciglon has been
arrived at, and vho méy break sway at sny moment,

May I agk that this matter receivsa XXEX immediate

attention, and th&t s strongly worded ceble be dewt to the
Govt., ur&ing_ that the matter meanwhile be not Purther
complicated by the tramsfer of natives, smd also thet our
reasonable and essential requirements ag set forth in thias
letter be granted with all possible despatoh in view of its

great urgency. X ) /
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