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Cromwell ioad,.
LONDON *
£,
29th June, 1924,

. Bottomley RBeq,, C.B,% Y
v Req., © C. O,

Colonial Office, | 30773

DOWNING STHZET

0. 30 JUN24

Dear §ir,

Referring to our conversaticn concerning the
development of the coastal belt ot Kenya Colony, I have the honour
Lo submit my euggestion in writing for your concideration with a
few details regarding locslity, area, peoril slc.

1 supgest ueing the Tama River flood water té irri-
rate the area extending from tre Tana Valley on the Nor:h as far ae
tre Uvanda Railvway or further on the south and from the sea Shore
" n the Bast to as far 88 Yoi railway station or furthner on the West.

The Tan.a river is roally the-only stream in Kenya that flov...s
into the sea. It ie navigable for li~-ht draught steamers drawing
two.feet of water for nearly 4Q0 miles all the vedar round, Twice a
,;eér't'he ‘river flgods 1fs bankg, "i'iFinR ac much as 1% feet.

During these floods a hugq quantity of decayed leat motld is
orought down by the. rt‘ver md deposited on the land for (ou a rough
setimate) an average uidth ui.ffve miles on eitler bank.

The river before: 2.0 ;J:oodu hag about 8 feet of water; in some,

<,..

" placel more, in othera,.Io_-p accord{ng to the width ard a curpentiof:
et i e . ) 4 ¢ ol




and the propoaed oénal whieh \muld lbud from thi° dam
'r‘re ra;ntsll ovet the arm\ w\h;ch it 4s proposed to u'rigowe ie
ahovnt Zo.inchas 2 be.n. The heaviest. .fall being in the mom;h ‘of MBy.
The gontrolling of fhe floode "’ \\ould aervo = double purposa;’
{1) The flood watvr would bw_ utllisz to 1rr1§1te & very large
W eaoff mhd whgch to day nlthomrh ‘=uitabla in, many waye for the :
roauction of %'iue ootton und suaar cm on‘a large acals 19 lyin
dormant 1or thn mnt of watan.
(2) "It wollﬂ ensvre the nxtives pow c':m “the river reaping what. tbay
:1an£ed. Aty present if"a coop 18 p‘lart 3d 1t 1e either” floodag.out ar.
hes not. get enough wat.e”t -
Inhabitant§. The." whole of thie’ vast area ie to-day uninhabi’ted,v 3
tre few wané;i‘inp Gallas Mot not taken irnto consideration; th'e
catives 1ivdng along the comet hava znah 4 rarcd time with bad -Vmap
irink and poor 'soil ‘1o JltiVate that they sare 1sst leyving :;ha do_;et".
4 settling down in gore cuitnble land For them to ; gcultivate, Thou-
..ds of these peaple would 1 am convinced return and ta-e vy 18nd
«long the canal to cultivate if rcuftficient inducement were Lx‘fe\r‘ed to
trem, Indians of the farming communiti ¢ of India would also ﬁe
v41lable under certain conditions. 1 would suggest that the land on
ither side oi‘ thp Wal be‘*aeervex entirely for niativee and Indianse.

o

Compuuiaa and privne ;z@iv“m;a if ‘they wanted it could be piven

ﬁ- river yher w Wher the dam“is erested
¢ B W P .




g “* ¢ ai; 3
ard the floods contrglled largs mreas’will l'ecomhe\ avgilayxg for

cugar cultivation, i .,(_

Climate. The onl,{rv‘montr when it-ise res&ly mm 1'5 ‘Iub?‘nary
tefore t.‘he heavy ratne start. - The rest of the *'am—“ia plaesant
and during July, Angust emd Septamber it is dellghtiu]r and - it is
erteinly not unhealthy. Eiva yams' reaugnoe nna.az' very. trying
.._'lmvtanoez with no nuinine anék no fsver«ghoula be sui’fmient -
1 test. The natives living onp 'ﬁ}& river never su.tror from fever
:3 are physically a most mvni.ficent lot of men.v b Th‘ij area approxi-
to b2 1 rigatei will be_.a million acres 8nd the arca aslong the
rinks o1 the Tana river where with" tha controlnmz of the.floods
rlanting will be a surer thing, ‘rnohably_aoqb‘;g thie- figurs.,
Any further information you may reoui}?ﬁﬁiﬂgbe'veirﬁ: ad
supply. T

Yours taithfully’:




.If thov do then they cen Ausiay aﬂtiéfy me by gfvﬁns
me banx the area T claine& qujncunn Lo my own farm and which

dese I took to Court and’ 1ostn_ The Judge (Bnr Bobor& a-milton_.

who tried the cmgse, stated that;ql;hongh 1 hsd no legﬂl rigptto’ ¢ &
the land he thougkt 1 hed a mqggl’one. #8 1 bad cultiysted LL fdr\ :
years, ﬁuilt e house .on ‘it And made rosde, até whd e the fixm :ﬂ\"
conviction thet it belonged gb me. If tne 1and toaav wae' Lnbz
other hegus, but the uovernmsnt‘e or if it WeB in any usy utilize&
1 would not sek fcr it, but it is mot. It is toaa" jubl pzoce
o ut waste lend occupieda. by & handtul of 'the, wor st characterq in

#na sround Nairobi who are’ a.oonptenL source of txoubla to the

Yolice.

sfter being the FATSL &N Lo LMd ﬁwu for the dole
puroosa of making & home in Hepla all I poaleaa today bs lbo d f’ X
acres Loere. The thought i§ not nleasant. I cculc say. very ‘
much mnore, vat no guﬁd is served oy referring to thelinld bapiuuyal
- gnd I lesve my cace irn your renaé tuv help me as [ anuw yéu\willt"{‘:'*\l
i you cen, y :

Youre iruly,

?% Grrn L v en

iyt O - o i i
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+1f they do then thé}t <can 8dgily eetiefy me by giving
me baqk the eres I claimed -adjscent to my own ferm ena which
pa'si ‘IWL‘ogk,,_:;g_ Conrt and 1out».A The Judge (Bir RBobert Bemilton).
who tried the case, stated that blthouéh 1 hed no legsal rigrt tu
the land he thouért I hed u moral one. s8 | had culiiveted it for
years, built & heuse on }t é&nd mede rosds, et¢. under the firrg
conviction that it belonged to me. If the.land todey war in
other hegus, K bul the Governmsni‘a or if it-wabk in any wsy unlizeu
1 would not sek fcr it, but it is.not. It ie todsv jusl a pinl(:e
;f waste land occupied by e handful of the worst characters in
#nd sround Nairobi who are & comgtent source ot trouble to the
Folice.

after being the firsi .am tu Le«€ 0p lanc lor the scle
Furpoed Of making e home in Hepla ull I possess today te 1k
acres Loere. The thought is not nlesssent. '1 cculé say very
moch more, vut no guad is servea oy referring Lo Lhe.©la b&a uways
- 8nd I lesve my cease irn your tenae tu help me as [ anua yoa will
il you cen,

Youre iruliy,
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