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| of ‘the Kenyn R sionary Couroilte utiu mi -
',-> . accompanying deourente relztive to Nikive W.‘!wum :

in thls Golomy mccrecsel to the Africew Yative Tand
,"v’ Tenure cnlétlial office Commizsien, 'Land'oxi:q. b
- i %
- 72, Wy remhrks cn this corzuiication will folldf us
‘ puuri ac possible. ‘ e ‘
: ¢ / I have the horour SoVBEy iy~
,;.' v Sir, v K
‘vour rast cuedienfy “mvle ervant,
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Having ‘seer fn the Oress sode ’ckz.e ago tht’t G‘ ﬁ
ﬁb:-eury of State for the Coldries nufnd ris L(\ertto&.ta
“fhe Houss ‘of Rprmons or Tune' 23re, ¥624, %t appotnting o

apecuhcoumisdon te enquire .. s

Wative ~ara questicue in:
"lmt and Rast R?ﬂcl, ‘und being led to understarc that enct'y‘j .
‘~Com18510n hag been ap;uu‘nd beg $o sub:it, gﬁ'beh:uf Ly
of ' the Executive Comuittee of the Kehya Mic. . onary Council

embracing all the Protestant Itssione .f Yenya Cclony. and

Protectorzte, the erclosed extracte from U TR NG um
prescited to the Bast Africprn Parli wertary Cumuizcion v‘vhicn‘v Y
recently yisited this _c‘ountx"y, together vith copies o’ thg
Qther deﬁents therei'n' referred to.

Zhe ‘above mmdrtndum was presented by the Triecutive
Cm..mitf.ee of the Yfanya Kis sur.nry'uow.ul, raféh 13‘).cexﬁy.'_u
interested in the problems of Native Land 'rdn"ux"t in tua 4

P A
' ¢ Bo}nn‘y and feels deeply the urgent need it existe for The.”

ng.l recognition ;,f the Africurs® rishts, both trib:\l}_lnd
Indivigml, ir their land, «ru fcr giving tham proper legal
security. It is a mitter in which nicts.ee ana irjtstjces
have cccurtred 4n the past, a'd is the cne waich at the
p;e;ent time gives the Afticans the drepe.t cause L:‘ ccneern
and about which, in spité of verbal re-s’kx,_rn: ;es, they are
most\\lpp-x-'eheneive and suspici us. We therefore soljcit ycur

o earnest consifleration of the facts set forth ir frese prpens
-;m :S all the issues involved.
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1 In stitute, u.)msington, 8. W, ’)

.ﬂ«l‘ue., tP‘e huuour “tor be
i34 "
You' Qheuent se.vant,

Sds 4. qwreu pedérod. I
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Extract drom wmndﬁ th.the Tast A rican Far)igs

7 ,1."5 pdwisafdn dealingswi Mutive Land "¢ hte, and copy .,

o 058 fipolementary letter regarding the sa &, ¢ c

N SR, !
‘@.. Copies of docm‘entl refer"ed *b in the “orlguﬂg - &.

(l) lemornmm presented to the Bust AfXj.dif Coniéf‘(n
% Kiku,'u Aaq?qution"zanu Appemdic es % uu\c, WO i
YR

Meoranduft cn Kikuyu Land Tennre BO thg East
African Commission by the Rev. Marry lLeakey, JU-G.

(e)- granaun presey te@ to the Fait Afrits: Comuission
on beh: ¥ ‘he hm# tr be ;

(d) )lemon-i;n gresenkd t  the ’f;h Af¥ian Commiesion
”MW !

»@uh

G
"%

'l.l are Associdtior.
\

o o R
'W‘,-‘ ¢







> NAZIVHE LAKD KIGHTS
- o§f ---

In dealing with $hi3 most MRportant and ressin bje
feel 4t inoymbenmt upon us to sndeaveur to l!ﬁhci the s?:ﬁ.i.;:d:
of view, s w4 Lear it presented by the Africans thepseives or 8s we
are cgnvisiesd they would present it ware they Latter able td state
theiy ense to Buropean ears.

The standpoint of the Buropean - b4 Deed of the developramt
of the economie rescurces of these Lerritories, the clatms of the
settlers, the desire to make this a "White Colony™ ~ has been amply
eypounded. But, owing to igmorahce, lack of compreLension, and want
of cohesion amongst themseives, togetler with the state or'aubuct-
ion in which they have felt themselvas to be, the native Arru:ns
haye up % the present time moatly remainod irarticulate and passive
as regards their prior rights in the tribal .ands acquirad and oc-
cupied by them .ong before the Burcpean ever nypsared on the sgens;
in consequence, their point of view iy apt fo be overlooked :nd has
been at times iznored,

It muat be said that, as it seems to us, there has in the
past been a stramge failure on the ;art of thosa entrustad with the
protsction of the Africans to ascertain what thess rights were at
the time when they began to be endapgersd, und an 2qually strange
faiilure to ‘deal with the situation in a just and statesmuniike
fashion when it was realised that mistakes l..d been made. Thae re-
s0lt of this is that the Africans have come to lolmk upon thLe Govern-
rent a® chiefly regponsibie, .nd it is the Government they recard
with most suspieion.

There can be no doubt that the gquestion of ths security of
their tenure of their iand is uppermcst in the minds of all those
Af¥tcans who have besm in eontact with sSurcpean settierent. The ax
pertence of the past has gaused apprebension for the future, and
owing to delay in recogmising African private rigkts and ~iving tram
proper legal ‘sacurlty there is abroad a desp distrust in our future
intentions.

2ne experience of the jast, fror ile Africar point of view
ray be summed up a3 foliows:-

The first Buropeans who penetratod irtc the interiocr of the
oouniiy: came a3 explorsrg, traders or ri.sioraries, the two former
cladses being placed by the Africems in the sane category o the
Arabg snd Swanhiiis.from the Coast whe from time to time pasaed
threugh in juest offivor}, etc. sffarts by tle Inperial dritish

»,

Bast Africa;Oong ung',’\pxngxu: Lo ewtablish permanent posta were

in hany. 08268 net By armedresistande. When by show of force por-
"'\S’E‘? glﬂl{n ‘t.or‘y;‘ : - “Mnn:\'.pon to wecert the Com~
'?t

3 -administie efdly termsdiad besn established, 2
faw Africans were ﬂ%l-d by traders and missfonarias to sell grall 2
otg of . Tuen i .

N the Goppany’'s rekime wa$ replaced by \the
Jrd¥tectorate, aug tﬂ nbzninn{! was gxtended and bo-
ting | ?;.mz; T4 itery: Kafractowyyaeotions of Natiwps: °
vere visited iy Funitive Mu In ca "¢, tha pt -

M eypea/ 1 e
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f.yp. . ynubl ware utorod into, the Africans had certainly no notion
th dx rig 1% their tribal lands would bé ipterfered with, |In
3u! ) Fanighotions such rights were for a few yeara appap-

« am r 1 comparatively recen : the 0ld jdea yersistad
‘il tives' B thad l”.z: had joowe t-por’.rn, aven as,
they o o ng go S ¢ day,
Py | * b SRR ok
P 'Avanr u‘a n!%r e unbnam‘.m of e rrotuclom te
n‘lb% ?un settiers VORAL %0 arrive, and then tie Africans
X yith the surprising spectucie of extensive portions of
¥xibpk land being 3 Oyer into the nevdemers' passassien by
¥hoge proslaimed fufetion was to “protect”™ tue Nativae

soplas, 'lfpl’ln the ‘tribal lands of the Kikuyw, Kasba, Nandi and
- Wamyika ofithe Coast were alishatad 4n this way (72 leave .aaide

th Oohtao"h; ,oase of the pastoral Mosal who cccupy their terri-
torked’ dn {tions so different from the Bantu and other oul -
vatin, .} A mjov of obtadning the Natives' gomsent was made in
sone ingtane :”rw in repiity no option wus glven them. Wiers oon-
m A 1’)& v ’iv r under prejdours or in want of
“ou tae OF Lo soncernad as to what woulid be
t.ho “rtect of mu q as they gzave. r The Goyewnment

-u: tly on the lutqnn -1,.. ion that the oAly iapd the
any uu wgnt inw actyually ufider culfivation
at thn. ,u;tuuw junctyre, and, ih Kikyyu, for example, sueh com-
pcm&nn Al vas given was given upon, % basig only: it was at the
pees an acre. Lhose who wtthhold their cdnsent or who
dem! ‘l ining on the land as .qun.t.rq of the fhew owner had
to take "the gplternative of finding new hoves and new gardens where
th.y sould, in.spite of the provisions of the Crown Lands Jrdinance
1902 (see foomr.o) ~ Probabiy the above distinction bLaetween culti-
vatod and Tallow ;anq made by tie Goyermment help-d to obscure in the |
Natives' Winds tre fact that they were.peihg deprived, not only of
theid cdltivated arsas bup of thelr faliew iand a3 well, However that 1
may be, and whetler or no a form of cbnsent was given at the time,
the-fact remains that sueh consent {a repudtated by the Africans to-
day, and they persist in describing the act of alienation of the land
13 robbery on the part at Government and settlers. TIhey were not yet
confident encugh (the regoliection of the peremptory enforcement of
Government's wishes in estrliler days was stiil fresh) nor sophisticat-
ad enough to make effectual protest nzt@njt these transactions.

'Snu.,rt.unr reslisation that their titls to their tribal

dand br,, r and individual rights in .the game ware threatenad
ih prin @, wag mlow in coming, or, at any raty, in fipding expres-
slon, tion gathered fores in the lapter dayg of the Uraat

. War, vfon§ wiys; through growing Sophistication, through
the Om’rlluol’& Praces dl'llt’“ iapd for public purposaes,

— e LD L :

(1) The %hhuq kay grant leasas of arsamuf land containing native.
villages or settlements without specialliy excluding such villagzes or
‘settlements, but land in the acpual occupation of natives at the deto
of the lease 'shall, 30 long as At is actually dccupiod dy- fhem, Lo
desmed to be wxciuded from the lease.

(2) Any Land wi t 4n area leased which khas boo‘l in the ocoupa-
tion of Natiges an; o ooutng to be occupied, pasa to the
lessee. i Kot

~
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typed treatied w&;fuk intp, - ltnun- had eeFtainly Mo hotion |
[ pirights in thets xm nds -zm be interferad with, “Im
3 sudh ro'for » fev years dppar-
nunzf‘ ﬂonﬂy fhe 01d fdea‘perstat-d
fatives' Boropehnd had e”o temperarily, ever
M___tc inh " 80" ln)lo w".nma ¥ -

!zn Qr nt- ortor m»uwau&mnpt of the Frotectorite
L nagbees obxtopun. s Began to arrive, ‘apd.then the Afrigans
Cuay . sced Witk the aurprising spactacie of oupuhg punam ot
~ 4

fibal. ,h h over into the newcomers' posaession by
. tne Wmﬂ widne prooﬁﬂod furgtion was to “protect” the Native &
1 pe Kross in the tridal Lands of the Kikuyu, Ka#ba, Nandi amd
the )’iimt,.ﬁh Coddt were alienated in this way. (We leave aside
the sontroversial tase af the pastoral Masal who'Cgoupy their terri-
torigs under conditions 86 different from the Bantu and other culti~
ing tribes,) A-show ¢f obtainding the Natives' SonBent wag made in
gs. instanddd, it in reaiity no dption vas given them. Where con-
t was obtained, it was given either tnder pressure or in want of
’pn\oﬁuon én the part of the peopia eonddrred as to what wolkd be
the permanent offest of sucL consent as they gave. The Govermpent 3
want apparentiy on the miastaken suppositien that the only’lend the
peaple Jiad any raal wight in was the iapd actuaily under cultivation
at; thdt partieular junsture, and, im Kikuyu, for example, such com-
ponuﬂon as wds given was given upof that basis oniy: it was at the
rate of two rupees.an acre., Those whu withheld their consent or who
demurred ut remaining on the land as "squatters™ of the new ownér had
to ‘take the altsrnative of finding naw homés and new 3ardens where
they could, in spite of the provisions of the Crown Lands Crdinange . '
1902 (sae footnote); . Probabiy thd above distinction batwden culti-
va8ed and fallow jand made by the Government heliped to ¢bacure fm the
Katives' minds sha fact that they were Deing deprived, rot only of
their clitivated areas b\%ol their fallow land as well. However that
ray be, 4nd Whetier or ne a forw of, ednadnt was given at thé time,
_the fast remains that sueh consamt is repudiated by the Afriocans te
day; and they parsist in describing the act of alienatiop of the land
ad cobbery on tke part of Government and settlers. They were net yet
confident or..,ugn (the regoliection of tle peremptory enforcement of
Govérpment's wishes in eariier days wus astisl fresl) nor sophisticut-
ed snpugh to make effectual protest against thaze Sransactions.
Still, bowever, realiisatign trat thelir title to their tribad
"¢ land or their family and individual rights in-the 3awe were threaterned
#4in prineiple, was ;lo' in oomr.;, or, at apy rete, in finding expras-
ou. The ream”t“q gsthered forge in ‘the” ‘ktner days of the Great:
ﬁ.- It came inm. varict§ ways; ahu\th zrawlanmﬂnuutmn uhrough,
the expropriatioN of j1eces of Mative .and for public ;urpodes, t

g A e S S -

K
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~ (1) T™he Governor may grant leases of areas of .and contairing native
vii@gqa or settleliénts witjout s pocially exeluding 3uoh viliases or
deftlements, but lamd in the actual uccupation of nativeg at tha date
of the leases shall, 30 long a3 &t is l\,:.u akly occu;tud by tham, La
Qooméd to be excluded frun the lease.

( () Any Lland within“an ares legsed which Xas baep in tha ocgupe- 2
‘tion of hatives shail, on ceasing to be ooUupx.d p... to the 3

" lewsee.
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nd for dettlerment, and Later,
African consciousness of the
ly, the Kenya (Annexation) Orcer-
r=in-Council 1921, wupon
nts bad core to their hearir-
4 ngsriLelohzed to the Gov-
privciple working out 1n
h their traditional land
- “dw appear %o ¢arry con-
. iens 3 #fore the Supreme Oourt in 1921
inWlilel a Kikuyw wa's prevanted Ly intervention of the Crown fror
sding anothiér &iktlyu £or, fhe ponsession of o piece of land witiin the
Kikoyu Bemerve om the pida that there were now no private Native
rights 1 dand, consciousness of the real roaffior came with a % o0ck.
e e oft~quoted extract fror Judge Barth's julighent in this
case Vil Gage %o.0836 of 1921):
*In my visw the effect of the Urown kinds Jrdinance 915 the
Kenys (Angexatiop) Order~in-Council 1420 by whigh ro native
Private rights were rsserved and the nsnya Jelony Oriar-in-
Oousigsl 1921 as I have already stated, i1 olvarly, inter
alie, %0 vest land reserved for ths usa of a2 native tribe in
thé Orgwn, If that be 30, ther all native rights in such
.“‘"‘ Jadd wisteyer they ware under the Gathaka system,
- dlesppeared, and the pativss in ocoupation of suc’ Crown
.. Lapll becawe tepants At will of the Crown ...,. "

it thus bedame clear e tle Africane that, witlout tleir Leing
prévioualy informed or consulted, their rights in trair tribal iands,

or ‘¢omrlnal or individual, had “"cisap, earsd” in law, had basn

¥Pufled by the rights of the Crown, and that they themgaives lald
1o -better position than that of "tenants at will" of tlis vague jer-
sonality or Bedy kre¥n ns "the Crown", rerriientad i¢ tlem by the
Govesmmant. What other conoiusion could they jousibly draw than that

and their land were Now ut the mercy of the Governnent, whicl Lac
b od aside their élemental ciaims by an arbitrary and surreptitiou
act, and that this was the pre.ude to further appropriations of land
tor gitemation to Buropeams or Indians under the recurrent prassure
they dre aware i3 exerted upon Sovernment by thoss who urge this
poitoy? Ia. it to be wondered at, either, thit Afrieans with soms
aduvation hayve oonciuded that Lhe conversich of the Protecturate into
a Oguény (alse ap a¢t obout which they were not consultsd) 'a, xsr,ct-
od their.position adversely, insoruch a7 it carried wftl it the “an-
nemgtion" by the CUrewn of their tribal lands? e Africans lave a
sufficient ssnse of prinsipie to distinguish moral right from the
*rijht* of power, und it 13 not surprising thal they labour under a
feeiing of injustiee arl foreboding, nor that tley are now demanding
insistently that indlsputable security shall be ziven ther for the
future.

Their suspicions and apjrelensions Lave in no wile Lsen ies-
sened as the result of various oppeals nade by them to the .utheritios,
¢luding the Secratary of State Limmelf (through H.Z. tls Governor)

- this matter to be righted. lue, have had te deal with so many
@itterent of als spesking with so many different voicas, ind Jave
bwer 'put off 8§ often wit: proriges atill-wnfullilled, while offici..c
in pympathy with their ciaima Lave DLeer apparantly powsrless to ad
vasioe them effentuali.iy, thdt tiey ure now in a mood to put faith in
nothing legs shah iega. uu\lnonc‘uy evidence that their vanighed
“aighve/
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rf‘“h "roappeared”. Some of them are oppoysd sven to tle pro-
w POBBL §0 vHSE their sand. in 8°Native Land Trust upom whte: Africans
", Wolll@i 84, ;becauge Lhsy distrust w.e Government offiolald df othey
Buropeans whic would be upon L%. Iiis i3 the effect of history, als.
of atat its rade by BSibie officials (sugh aw might Le ap-
pointed ‘to the Lakive Lané Zrust) thay if the latives do not make
better 4s¢ of their land &C wili be token frow them, or will be ir
danger of being téken f thenm, '

et P LR,

AS 5 qués¥ion of Native land rights Las concentrated
largely round the Kikyyir Reserve, the &ikuyu tribe Leing Ome of tle
rost nearly affected by the policy uf Buropean settlement, &nd heing
rerhaps the greatest sufferer fror alienation pf tridali land, we =
would drav youp atten$ien partioularly %0 %he Mevor.:dum prepared and
progeutgd to you Ly “Kikuyu Asscciation”, Inis Cooumert ws ba-
1iewe-tq contain 2 falr statement of ths Listory ird facts 24 they
strike tis Afrioan, garding this partitular area, and it raflacts
the strong fedliing {idggedy’ productive of the larsntablie "Thuku™ out-
vreak) ‘existing oh fhe subject in tuis tribe.

Ws wouid akge refer you Lo tha paper Ly the hsv. Camen R,
Leakey of the C.M, S5, Kabete, on Kixuyu Land Tanure, 1 cojy of rhich
Lie has sent to casl Mambhr of the Jornissien, )

. A% the 3ame ¥ime wa wou.d lay 3tress upon ¥ercranda preaemtad
to the Commissionm by other tribes than ufe Kikuyu in connection witli
he land question fs regdrd as an espécially urgent case that of
thd Karba Heserve, where within recent mortLs appraximately 30, 600C
head of cattle were lost as tha reguit of restrictions pf thoir
tribal grazing areas.

Moar thio mattar of ths mighis of Agpicans im thsir iand
comes uUp a; i subjeat of comilreversy in this Counery, ws fraquently
find that sndeavours are made to belltt.e L ose rights or discredit
their sluims. One iine of argumen® tuk+: 13 that, in any case, tke
AMfricang’ tenure of tha iand before' ths advent of the British was
based on doubtful Oorigips and was insecure owing to {nter-tridal
‘arfare. Sven were that so, w3 fai.l tC ses what roral right it gives
us to ¢13fossess thed. Amother and mére insidious line,of argumant
rsats on the premise that African natives lay 1o claim to land, A"
suah, Lut recozuise opiy the riglt confegred Ly Leneficial uceupationm.
fror this fuppesitien 38 deveiojed tle dictum that all Africmn land '
is heid communally sfid does Dot jermit of individual rights .of owner-|
ship, W4 combat this convenient tLeory strongly AlLataver may bé
the mystems pravailing in other parts of Africa, we hold, fros our
own Kpowledge of the tribegs Lere, and from the testimony of Aduinia
trative Officers, that ihe Afrigan systems of ianc tepure fouhd in
Konya have ih mapy cases (propably in the Majority of ths Bantu
tribes) inherent in them, or have developed or sre in the procesns of
Yevaloping ;the primgiple of indavideal pwnership of land. Zhe con-:'4
dition generally foung is that the iand is diyided intae hollings vwith
dsfinite and. pego boundarias, adch ip tha po3sessign of 4
mﬁ, Le hand ¢ 18 Fegarded 43 the owner or txustee of to
18k, “belting as divided’ by,}n);;ﬂ(ianco wit ip the

@%'Pertions may be dizpossd of Lo merUers of otlar tamilias
. op % kind;of mortgace (vhemsLy the orizinmgd cwnor I3 ep-°
i&o e g "By weturning the purchase price Mobdd- .
“Pe nay aise, he civen to mambers of ctier famili :3

spare iehd om the Nol without sMowhver, = -
i tral the Boknowie gpu_'xn_"t. ot :zr"é‘mc
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famply o¥ in€ividual, Tus ayates of ew@iviaion ap; sare so wary g~
gordi the size of the hold '

8 and the ‘.\ll}(_of'
(3

i b

suppqrfl pf the genaral rsascnablensss of our conténtion| | ¥4

ate r ¥ Lugard in his "Bai Mardate" (pag: 283) 5

¢ 2 -

X e Toruwlaitoh’
Wstryots. St Lo

a wu.i{?’
¥ A &
L "1t'19 dlear from this depeription that Afrigan lamd tonpre i3 ¢
Bo% . goppunal’ (n the semys of tenure ir commbdar LuS fumdanent-
al chagacteristic seems rithier to be on/individual terure of
lund derived frem the Jpmnon 3tock at the digposal of the Aribe

or family. Such a tendre wouid tend to Osvelep very raptdly
inthfindividual owngrshiy, ‘gd idence that this was, the case

L 3

was given UL, seyelbel #ivfiesses, and

Kiso the statemert en page 286

‘much mNowpe 4o avallable,®

1t is ra-ukpue"::h whati¥amacisy the ngtive mind holds teo ¥
+ the ides of privase oWnsrshipy or at least 4f the absolute
right %0 berure in pefpsturty.®

' A5 o partievlar case, we wodld refar again tg the Kikuyu
System of tenurw Whigk we have had princiyaddy in mind, The evidence
hers i3 ampis, W,Scoresdy Koutledge, wic rade hls imvestigations
inte Kikuyu customs, ato., in a metloiical ind scientifie manner
during the years 1902-1907, 1illudes on rage 5 of hiz baoky "¥tth a

o

vrehistoric Paople”™, ty the way in which the Kikuyu “ought forast
iAng from the "Wandorobe®, und on paze 38 BLe says, "t e rmapner im
which the yirsin .and on-ths confines of  tha courtry i: Uailhgsdbrought
into private cwnership has Laasn daascribed®. Again on jage 39, '
%2allow Aznd is ail in private uwrership 1nd camnot Le 1lain brougkt

mto culitivation b, Apyohe sxcept Lle owrer w#it.out [ i3 Lauve®.

Ir 1917, the African Sociaty pulilsiued in 1ta “Jourhal®
(Volume XVII hos, LXY und -aVl) an account of tho “"Kikuju Systam of
Land Daryye" by the late M H.beeeh, who was for a tima : istrict
Officer 4r Kenya. Ihis account is uesed upun Kr Beack's cwn cbiervas
tions supplevented by raports and opintions fror various otler Admir-
istrative Officers th-elose touch witl tlLa paopie in diffaront
districts of Kikuyu.' We wouid earnestiy, ask L3 mambers uf the
nission o read tLid valuabis adoount, Lhers is “undanca of proof
trat 1% 13 a corrpet description of the Kikuyu method of lard tenura.
Tha evidence tlLerein alluced fron AdministratiperOf€iesrs caw Re
arpiifiad ard confirrsd by recent eviderce frok 'issionarisa gtation:
ed in the Kyarbu, Fort Haui, and Byeri Pistricts, pnd in Chuks and
Veoru. I

:

Jor-

vor .

D.e s, ster a, described by tha latives df Kyarbtu District
13 830 set forth in a nenorandum Grawn up by the late Ulief Kative
Commissioner, Col. Mnsworth, and jresented (v Guvernment. As the
result, the Kikuyu system of terure was recoint ;rircigle by
the Bxecutive Couwrcil.
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We sortously deprecate .vbempte lu Ciscreiit, on lisulffioei= t
knowladge, the assertions of thé Afpicans uu to thelr syatom of )
apily and individual terure, or Lo ippugn or lznore tha confirmatlry
idenge Sf trsss who have first-hand icquaintance witl th: facts.
oh attempts can only be constrhed by the Africapu as endeavours to
“dnvalidate/ .
t

&
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. . y
unuhu %h_.}.l fLusm bt ucmi st tn 0 in UM ﬁ.\t pﬂe.g\
ney b’ “potnd for applopriatipg ore of their Yand.

A Yo Likovige (opr:cno ntat‘q‘ta that the Africans are rot
A&';n rofer/dr suffisiant use of Sheir lind, and that tierefore it
shd by ede m ©ov snother, be. taken out 6f their possession for
t.u. of {te BOTR r.u,’onnu dovalopyent, Waat-is this ur~
alianation in the ‘same way &5 o faw ysaps ago the |
voness of War, ‘denindéd the sagkifics of thotgands of
# lw wotld now’ mand the Natives' land? %o the Afrigan
ot 1t to' e a'demand for voom for more homes for
white people m the provision §f more &venuss to Wealtd rcr then,

Wa_would point out that She Africans lere reqmire tm:- un—
cultivated land for ‘thé rdl).oﬂ.xg reisénai~

= .
1. Begausge at pragent tleir nethed of: sultivation is 2 system bf

rotation wheredy a new pisce of Lland is brokep up svery fow
years and the oid dliowed to resdver by iying fallow.

8., Becausy they reed grazing feor goats, sheep and cattle.
3. L ',run'da for future increass of populktion.

4.0 afford room for the pianting of'@opses to supply woed
for fuel ard tuilding purposes.

8. To emabie them to find roum to Zrow ecomoric crors in ad-
dition to their own focu supplies as soen as by educatign
and wise encouragerment the; extend their activities in this
direction.

We fail tu see how tL: African ip the shcrt 20 years he has
been ir contaet wiilh Buropear wsttluant her= in Kouyn apd in view
of the limited =culetional fuciiities provided for M.ﬂ and the ab-
gsence of agricultural i struction, should be expectsd to be making
"better use™ of his land, and in our o;inion,| developrant shodld come -’
15 the result of educatiom and normal progfess, not as thae result of
corpuision or pressure.

X Io exprojriate the African because he cannot yet develors his
land fagt enough i® 1p our view a Juite urjustifiable propoosl. Io
quokea Pecent 1®ading article in the local prass, "There i3 2 deep-
rooted mehtiment 41 the question impervicus to any econgric. or polb-
tiocal srguments and the pative nust be proteated foP'Bis own suke.
Tts gentiment wo shouid dnnno further as a mor L principle.

‘Wg . desire to su port. the Native peopies . this Jodony in
“their MW” fovw i‘pﬂlgunor of tloss rights in thefr tribal i.nds
whiel prnv 4:.::);05:“ , and for dugurentary o®idence thaot will
V'egftisly tie t tB8y aFe recognised and safeguarded in law. fres-
{Bold ttles *'svo been granted ir the past to Buropeans in this
counfry, and it should therefore be possible t. cive tha Native
tribes tre freebold of their lands. We do Mot a2dvocate the crant-
ingiat this atpge of individual titie-deeds, bLut tls granting of
ddeds .to, the tribe a¥Ts whold sPr in ssctions. The irtarasts of i'e
indivifual hoiders and ﬂhm\um withip “Le Kesarvas wa Leliave

will be sufficient.y safeg By the recognition of tha ti..iiiovl”
i as el ; ﬂ'. ..\ ¥

Qﬁ.or ai’fhuny appcﬂwﬁu m in u.. questiown

. ‘~,,",




oa %o what conatifutes Slip Sribal autherity in whom the Land sheuid
be gt g h-;mwgﬁ of some Sribes suel as she Kikuyu whe ’:::

extrameiy individualistis {in theiy outiogk wnd Who. have developed no
ged central ty, 1t would almoat appedr is though, im
sultation with p tives of all sections of ‘the tribe, some

pali authord 4 he greateld for this special purpéss; or else’

ach gection shouid be dealt with separately and its land vested in

a Separate locel sufMority( ! ;

vy i § v

S0 CBheudd 1t b‘itw\dv aliyisable 1o form- 2 Central Kative Land
Zruld, £or the ‘whola Valomy, or' s distinct Land Trust for each trive,
it should be borne $ropipently in mind that the Kixugu, for imstance,
will probably Oppose ARy Sugk Trust in which the Buropean element is
redominant.  Above ali It sbould be remembered that the individual

'rigan land-holder will not accept the right of any @hief,. tribal
duthoPply or Trust o dispese ¢f his bolding, and thersfcre inm any
futdre negotistions as regards the utilisation of land for publie
purposes or the léasing of land for sny purpese, provision muat be
pate for Full vonsuitation with the unit of ownership of the parti-
oplan piecs of land affetled, whether it be & clan, fami.y or indiv-

al, 4n additien to \‘hc tribe or section concerned,

i ¥o would bagio bupport the propesai pus ferward in the
Mirority Keport of the Land Tenure Gomwisaten 1919, para.5.

There ars many .facts in gonheetion with'the ba, Nyika,
Sek, Nendi and etigr Res#rvas whieh ought  $o be -considersd bLefore
the boundariss ars finakliy gaietted, fasts whie¢h, in our opimtion,
gall for ar extension of the ares of the Reserves, We feel that in
view of the fact that thare was, in our opimion, inadequate invast-
igatioh into Native systems of iand tenurse, and inadejuate corulta-
tise wit) the ‘Africans eomcerted, tLat rachinery shoul! be set up am
the lines of the above para.b which woeuwld be instructed to remedy
tlesa @afects. Byery faciifty ought to be givenm to 'fricans te
state their case for their lands botll personalily and through ad-
vooates chosen by ther. The subject i a ®»ost i{mporbdant ore and
stould nét B finally .settled without tlLorough investigation and com-
sideration, lnyt)_ung which 33 of the nature of an injustice to
Africens ghould b4 eliminaded as far as possible., 4Justice must be
the first ccngideratign, not the desire to extend the area of land
available for ailanatfon for White or fndian settlement.

Wa'trust we may be sxcused for having axpressed c.rselves
foreibly and.at sugh length om this subises of African Land Bights.
Ws feel it ‘%0 ba cone upeh whiek depénd the credit of our race in
Kenya and tha future gontentment of the African peoples urder our
care snd tywsteeship. 1f the matter is nat attended to serfously
and righted, we are conyinced that there will be perpdtuated a
n*xﬁ: Sense of imjustice in the African mind whiel will rilitate

rfulty apalnst that good wnderstending and willipg co-operation
‘%,l‘rku and Burgpesa whioh is wssential for the prosperity
e Coly:

| et o, |
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% t‘r' on An the Mengandum the subject of African

5\ %Y
I::Lin and Zenure is n_a’u touched upon, as follews:-
'\ e A A -

\ W
di % d

\
%

}

\: ™ (only twe Hessrveswfinally gezetted are the Kicuyu, 1919,
and ,,;.I,E. 1916, with extension e Jatter 1919, Others Have
been provi aially-gasetted )r objestions, ang ihably oan be
out ‘flown at will, vide xw endstion of Land Lenure’ missjen.
Furtier, the Kavirondo Tpibes have net had thelr WeBerves even jro-
vishaBaily gadetted. hatives Quiidy Liods Kamerves can be meved |
st wAll, Security of senure witiin the Heserves is at Lregelun- }
dcftln( by reégulation. J

* (Mimitation of Indiv)iduas Hoidinga.)

'Under the 1B15 Urown Lands Ordipance, powex is given %o
issue rules, but the suggestion %0 iamit the dreaiaf Land which, am
indiviflupl hoids fn ‘the Reserve, carriss with Lt a suggeption of
insecurity of %emure O any Land pow Yeid whieh nay be wore than
the undéfined area to be iimited %o each individual.

The question 6f the limitation of the srea of 187nd to one”
n'uuﬂ“l, i8 a very Lig one and presupposes a right to caortail
present holdings. We wouid have to have conorete proposals before
us, before we cuuld offer au opinion, but 4% would appear likely to
cause Less turmoll if Africans are given ftime to evolve ;ra:dudally
their own aystems of curtailiing excesSive land holding. 3 do not
swink that an, suggestion to limit eash individual holding to say
five aores i3 a practical one. But we taink that a maxirur .imit
might be placed by natives themsslves on the iand whigh one man can
aeguire. A system of Lig iandiorug, as in Uganda Kingdom, has
serio¥s drawbacks, whielL tlie peasant in Uganda 13 realising in~
creasingly.

oo v

g

. | See overieaf for eopy of
WY © 0 Supplementary Letter.




A ?QM addrens)
Gnrch of ‘Soonnd H!utqn.

“ﬂ»-#»

g L D '&ﬁfﬂhmn ta the Mezorandum presented to your ‘
r in Ndirgbi en the Ajh Lovepler by the Ker Jupnor
. o-axk in tue section of that Merorsndum devot

a2 ve Land Bights” a8 originally drafied, the followihg ad: \
paragraph was tnuuud tovards tho end of thm‘-othr

%

oy iy, we wouid nask 00 Vomnission. to ider the

S "justi@e of making adequate ropunuon t_o o8¢ Africanm
s m-u or their descendants riyed of
‘Mi‘an through the forzer wnl tu oy af

Rty whetler it were d to gu;a ioﬂ or lar.at
b 'rn 'huh they had paid gouts ® cn 'ud.robc‘

Arwi considersble @iscumsisn’ thia pug.npr. was owitted
from the Memorandum as presented- tg thw Ceasission, but it was
agresd that 1t should be for¥ ag'i b'nnmruu regon: end: i
atdon.

) .., The remson for its’ "o {pejon f&n the ‘text of tue Nemo:
rw was tlat the latter befrg/ a mn’*pnf ential ‘nnurt -
1t wis copwidered advis u & e 1bddl ty7 Rl ‘
pu-ynuu-/ reconmendaty o { th pub}.l: press,  The

: Misaionary ‘Coupcki ;, ] émmi { bse itd in.etnd the

’;o Lol offeot Bhak, Mis might hafe Ln revivirg in the minds

of the Africang Fieny n‘t’t separation whieh ‘might not event:

vate, apd in unnxk $ to utr.unpom them.

‘At e camé fﬂ!. “Wgh %o M’.rxuns b5 a bedy are
T and - for lorptn.nf’t* for land

" there iatno duujt that tte in:

) umun& i thie 'respedt, and the

muq v&ll\;irslv in tn-&x dasc-ndartu

;pinon, Wey have ar'wedoubted moral claix for p
. q rtp’l\“.h, Dl ‘ye suggewy that the pructicabiiity of stek
e on vhiould even now'be takon int. serfLus censiderction.

. Ve paful, Lowever, of tha many difficulties whigh

) l.f' “in the way of any achu. of \.ur;,»ansutluu

. It is regretted that this ratter was oyerdooked and
‘not put befops you, 83 intended, before your Committee left

this sountdy,
. 1 huvo the honour to bde,
Sir,
Copy te !our obediant servant,
The Hon. Colonial
Seoretary, -
Naiirodi, (Sga. A. Ruffell Surlow.

Hon. OSecretary.
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MENMORANDU l
e emagirail
Presented by Kiku mw chcn
1o he Tambers of hs Set Rerieul variiaas o ye
November, 1924.

Sirg,

The following Memorandum is presentéd to you by memberse ol
the K Assogiation smd embodies a statement of certain matters
which t! l.o.nuon desires to bring to your notice en behalf
of the peoople.

The Assdocistion was formed, with the consont of the
Administration, in um your 1919. Its Mulcn take the shmpo of
open gatherings of and people of all classes, iand-holders
and m-lm‘whkn oated snd uneducated, Christisn and non-
Christisn. The Bassclation meets from time Lo time to daiscuss
mattors affeoting the intereste of the p ond on
varions ocoasions has made representations om-m.l.nron
1ation to matters which have arisen. Its ordinary membershi
enbrages the section @f the tribe included in the Nysmbu Ablnuo
trative District. The Association weloome the presence and
advice of the Administrative Officers at its meetings, as also of
cortain Mipsionaries of long residence in the Kikuyu country and
close tance with its people.

The matters dealt with and the mtumx ut forward in this
lemorandun have the coneurrence and only of the body
of skm peeple buem to the ly-bl striot, tut likewise of leadors
and people in the districts of Kikuyu-land: therefore the
xwz 1s oonfident that it is expresaing the feelin s
and nm- e in regard to these matters.

We wish to express our pleasure aiyour coming to our gountr;
in to look into our affairs and see and hear for yourselves,
and we the Secretary of State for Colonles for askin;
you Lo come. Ve would take this opp ty of restating our
loynl‘ to the King, whose subjects we are, snd to his Covernment.

-Ja assure you also of our devetion to His Fxoellency the
Governor of and our lationof the labours of the Chief
Native C gsianer, our Senlor Commipsioner, District Commissioners
‘M céads on our behalf. Notwithstanding many things

we do not understand and which at times have caused us to
d .wa believe that our Govermmeni officials and many other
m% @ wish us well and would do what ls right by us.

ou for X us this oyg:\mu of meet ou
mmg'mymalm if only about a fow mmtters t lie
heavy on our mipds.

1. OUR LAND,.
The -:,.“r that above all olse continues to give us grave

oongern 1. qnocnouet th.ooowuy of our tenure of our tribval
lends, now the w Reserve:. Deprived of our land, we
K. m be » dependent upon the Whito: 7
man '. ool n ‘have resson, as we hope 5
to show, about "Ill matter, despite the

many/ ) A g
S ">y +* % ‘_*~

% R "~ % ‘4
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appeals we have made and the smswers wo have received.
~ Bef the t® pegple came to: oud sguntry our tribe
had i [ sfrom. time m.ﬂgununt‘-oh
: r i ag had comparet.l; recently been
the "W, s the forest-dwellers
all for onltivation.
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and, nor that they had really
here and there was sold to a
or two Missions voluntarily
the I1.B.E.A. Company. When the

the administration of the country we
of our land wonld be guest:
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ing mmbers of Whitemen
to be given out to them
w, Kikuyu, Mbagathi,
beyond, been dispeeed of in
b.?'. from their Kikuyu owmers,
for land actually under cul:
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estates and many have
40 snother.

of this alienation of our land
~places for our oattle and to
had now beceme inocluded in
in regard to this at end).
chbefs and healmen have
with the Whitemen about portions
enation. But we wish to
¢ heoadmen or other person has
asoprd to our customs, to
to the erence of sny
families or individuals

their rule here we were

of feorest. These may not have been

brought under cultivation by us at the time, but v

orobo” and had int

108 been Tixed between holdings. In
become ocoupied and ocultivated by

ow included in the Zorest Reserves,

ands, and a man has now to pay for

or taking his goats into, forest

father's land. Although we are
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wb“l‘“ soe ithat it is wige to preserve the forest, we
would yet po out that we axperience hardships in this c-'\noah
ion .

' Aipsworth at one time L0ld pe that the Torest was to be
the jo «¥ounnon of the Governmeont and us, and the polioing
of 41 was Tor a time don® cenjointly. But uxia srrangement wes
aftorwards changed to ssle ownership@nd ocentrol by the Oovern:

“In the year 1908, Mr M.R.Besch, who was asédstent District

c r &t Dagopetitl, instructed our Parsmount Chiaf,Kinya:
n 40 have a 1ist made of all of land alisnated to
in this District, tog with the amount® originslly

{;'u for them by their Kilmyu owners to the "Wandorobo". He saic
Government was to mske & claim in Ehgland for money equivalent =
te thhseamountis Lo be refunded to the originsl owners, as the

land hed not been adaquately paid for by the Furopesns. 4 list

was and given to Mr Beech, but nothing more was heard

of o matier.

The question of the security of our land becmme acute at the
ond of the Oreat War. There were incidents whioch happened then
whigh ommsed us great misgivinge. One was the taking of a plece
of land at Kabete for the Rofomﬁ.ory‘ snother was a proposal,
strengly urged by some Buropeans, that a widestrip of our Reserve
alongeide the Uganda Rallway should be taken for alienation to
Whitemen. These thingsceused us greal consternation (especlally
after our serviee in War: we asked ourselves, Is this our
rowsrd?), and as & result the “k‘l:i‘ Association was formed for
the witching of our interests. s was in 1919. A4 ths . time
ve sent a letter, Bipgned by Chief Kinyanjui, to the Govermor, Sir
Banare Berthey, Degaius this the Aasfusesa) Netive owiore of Lead
in our Reperve might be civen titlo=deede for thelr holdings
arich will give us segurity of tenmure.

A copy of His Bxcolleney's reply, dated 23th.0ct.lul., 18
appended (Appendiz 1), in which it was stated that "iin Fxcel:

"lencihas pminm{ly in mind the dosirability of Individual

b ir Eikuyu Reserve whereby every rarden ownor would
"nltimately receive & certifiocmate of title thus ensuring
"security of tenure: but owing to the great emount of work
"now in the hands of Coverrment amd the shortage of Adminis:
"trative Starff, His Fxcellency regrets that it is not possibloe
"at present to oarry out the necessary survey which must pre:
"oede sny issue of Certificates: as coon as Government gan find
"the staff this work will be begunm."

This was supplemented by a letter from lir Northcote (Acting
Provineial Commisaioner) to Kolnange, the President of the Kikuyu
Assoclation, repeating the substance of the Governor's letter.
(Copy attached - Appendix 2.)

No such "certificates of title” were, however, i{ssued.

Subsequent té this, a meetin; in connection with the land
question was held at the Government statlion at Kyambg on June
3rd (7), 1920, st which Col.Ainsworth (C.N.C.), Mr Traill (8.C.)
and other (Oovernment represontatives were present. At this meot:
ing the Covernmedl officials put forward the view that all the
land belonged to Cod, and after Him, to the Covernment, and that
thers was no individual omnership among the Kikuyu. r{ was alsc
rl-?polod that in future if any one required rround for cultivation
or,




various matters we raised at 8 meeting, Col.Watkins sppended a
¢ orm-grmu,uw Governor-in-Council as an exi
P tal measure” rogard to the recognition of "githeka”
holders. Title-deeds, however, wers held to be “"inapplioable to
the Rikuyv system of temuro.” Wo atimcl & copy (Appemdix 3)
of Col.Vatkins® letter.

In response to a letter from the Kikuyu Assooiation to the
C.KeCe sment om November 10th, 1621, Chief EKinyanjui and Piilip
Karsnja, the Secretary of the Assosiation, were Seen by Mr S.F.
Deck, nd he then stated to thom that "sii land in Native Ke:
serves is owned by the Crown snd no title-deeds will on any
account be issued.” A y of a letter from Mr Deck (on behalf
of the Acting.CeN.C.) to District Comménsioner, Kyambu, & copy
of which wms also sent to Philip Ka.rmin, An which this stetement
was roz:tod, is also attached horete (Appendix 4).

About this time soma at t was made by the Distriot Cou:
missioner, Kysmbu, to havs the githaka" holdings in certein

and registered in a book., Hach " i

thaks” holder whose hol was registered was given a small scrap
of with & number an it. A ested fpsm of "cartificate”
(-pz;.d to in the above letter Col.Watkins) was Seen by

some of us, dut it did net appear to effer the full socurity that
The after a short time was dropped, sl

we require.
ne more holdings were “registered”.
The next svent te be noted in the history of our land

jon was & judgment delivered in the Supreme Court by Judge
:g in the oase of & Kikuyu who claimed thno omarshi; .l a
wu of land in the Reserve sgainst another Kikuyu (Civil Case



In twe prayi of BoRseil [Cases Ko.076
lud Hg. 138 : 1920) the of !:gm' holders were appdrent:
y regogriiped, so that this Jeter judgment of Judge Bartn's has
had the effec ooErirming our ongé and has perhapd
nore than eny ﬁmuctulmatmmzonnas of

you oshld oall for ¢ of the
judgnents for y fn:- informmtion.) By "
mt% ot Kygbu, the C.N.C. (Mr.
o debpatch ( X 6) Cram Mr Churchil
then Becretary of State for the Col s laying down eertein b
safoguards i regard to our land, at whioh we were very pleonsed.
Tn the absence of securiiy at law, howaver, we fesl thet
nothing ean ramove our dombis; end, moreover, small pleses of land
have been taken from us singe that Lime.

Our laet -atep was takan in m”in“ His M}’ the
cennection the Indian

lonies our reqguest for doocumentary seourity for our tribel lends
suoh « would saferuard tham in lan. A cw-‘f#’f our petitioh 1is
appanded (Appendix €).

On His Excellency's return we wese gratified to resd in a
report. of his spaech at the Begislative Council that he hed de:
aided to senfl a surveyor to demarcate all the boundaries of our
Reserve, and 60 remove part of our anxietles. Al a meoting at
Kabete $his proposal was discussed wiith us, snd we were askod
whether we would be willing to ascist the 6ovennam. in the work
of the survey Ly supplying free porterage. To thin we gladly

aspentoed.
We have, as yet, however, not seen this work barun.

. The poeition then today is that we are still
/ uthont%mury seourity for which wo havo petitionad
nor have the boundaries of out Reserve been finelly and cleariy
delimited and gshewn to us as boundaries we can be absclutely ase
sured will not be further emcrotshed upon.

Wo see(thit Ruropoaps or others who obtain land in this
country receivd deeds ¢h ensure to them legal mcuru..i for
n

their estates. We net understand why we, the origi ovners
of the ot given siniiar documentary security, but
e at ®AJ1" of the Crown.
8t111. time to time a little plece of pur lend 18 ap:

propriated.’ In some of thhse eases 1t 15 sxplaimed that they aro
areas yhith hhad.already been demarcatod in past timesend excised
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dene Tor us In ways we osm direolly iate, and of these, in:
g odnoational and medical facliitios mre two thlng: wo ask
ot

e are teful for the assistende given to Kission sehoals
by 4o enadle them to do more fur us in the .ay of
odueation. Wo wish, however, to heve a oemtmil Gehool™
oatabl in our try Lo which scholars can go f'eor
uere advanced adusalius on the alenenteary schosls.

The provision of more forvioes in our Roservo wo
rQs.dll.oMn‘noo‘ Wi the axception of a very fov small
Hissign and Covermment hospitals and disponsaries, our ooun\.ry is
Wi nedical M:uw-. and in erder to obtain trestnment a

person pay have $o itrevel a |peat disiance.
In the past we hedlde no Moqgo of the r1:ht wa, Lo Lrout dhseases
Jland we beg t@ht owr nceds 1o this
wawumMym. c-t-“‘-ﬁ',MMLh"W""
K ety frrdan wadiant aads ok

3. VOICE IN LBGISEATION.

We have on other ovocasions axr fealings roparcd
the passing of 01..1: affocting us without our peOpg.o hﬁnc
had sny say in the deeision, and aften without mny knowled;r on
o art until after the laws are made. We feel tiat it is only
s A aty o Matior T EARCuas TN (5 presonad aad 10
o is propoecc
what we think abeut it dafore & law is Lavws hove beem
moh-muhmhqpmoudm byulhulwebad

ﬂhonﬂmi
“Mwnm 18 now made for the formetion of
Fative Counoils whereby we may toke a greater purt in the
Gcussion and mapagoment .ru-nn affaira, end through which
we oan oxpreas our vieows and desivres to Govermnent, and o hope
we soon have such Councils cmnuumxnrum;n -lande
-y tha sase Lime we look forward to the time whore wo may



mﬂmn,:tnud they are nol able to speek for us -
as one of oursclves and esmnot have such imowledge of owr minds as
te refloct our of view in the way as would eur own
native W n- Theref ore, althi we reallse wo may not
attaln t6 o for some Line yat, we ask that »e
n&y not be nﬁxﬂd t of guoh representatiom tn tho
Legislative Council fm time to come, hub thet tlo door mey bo

kept open.

m-mbj.cwctArctmsw”M upen and
discusesd at s apecial mesting of the h’e an Oetis
and the beginning

requested to draw it and £ L) Engliek for us.

Fhabarcy : ﬁ‘wdomhtim with mems
of the ocliat. n. the things oun are L. accorlanee
v! our dfrections and wishes. w

There are not lsoking ounr matters about whion wo would have
1iked to epock or write to 1z tut it wae n?oed that those put
down are the most importamt thet we should not troubls ;ou with
others in this statement. You will see how much we have recorded
about the question of the secubity of ocur land, and orco agal: we
would Umpress upon you that this matter is the on¢ noare:t our
hmtlmmmwmtmnmmtmum.

Y¥e beg that you will give close end aympathetic conziderstion
tc the mettere mbove set forth, and we that you nagy Le cnebled
to meke #hml rcoommendntions eas nay to r!.cht dooisions rot
gerding them.

Spl ) Kmvmnge wa Mbiu

President,
Eikuyu Astociation.

Sel) Philip K Tames

Scerotar

SEdkuyu Aacoo‘m‘“m.




F0 Box l(o 39,

wwwm. G LT S pons.

4 Vil w0 SR 'ﬁﬂth Bctober 1219,
nxaaggiw wa o.:umu ; ;
ro! Rev,Canpn uloy,

v Ohuni M4 ssionary Scciety,
iShbete, Lairojg F.O
“: Greetings, 1

Hi's Bi’uucn;;y thé Governbr directa ms to aai ttat o has
‘ r»o‘tnd your letter ~itu vhioh Le was amueh pleased, His dxcgllency
_bas’‘premipently ir mind t.h; d's'st'nbuxty of Tndividual Penura in
the lttuyﬁ Bonrv‘u whereby o‘vn'y garden owner would ultimately
receive a certifitate of title thus ensuring zecurity of tinure:
5.,‘; owing %@ the great amount of work now in the hands of Goverpnent
and tha shortage of Administrative Staff, His rhbcuoncv rono\s u;p‘t
it xs'not ,o38ible .U pteusru to carry out {he nscessary sq_rvny
which rust proceds any issua of Certificutles: as soun s Gévermment
can find the stalf this work ~iii Ls Lsgul. ‘ e
His Bxeellency furither difsats ms ﬁbdra you ana

t.e A-¥ikuyu that shile he is Governur of LL15 Frotuctorate be will

. 1
do all be can to protsct the Jikuyu ;eople fror ancmachnant(’ on
their lands.

Pipally i-lxa Bzcelienc, confidsrnily #$réists that Kxny.n“‘ and”

the ﬁikuyu Blfars tl“ do their utwo.,t to ‘Pfurther ke aaeuo for the

\ ¥

kegistration of !:ttvss thr.u 18 to ~bizh text r\th tlis scheme wild

be of the grectest aq(anta” rrd :rwactluv to all worty l«uin \l
‘\u(
“ .

Agting "Whvw kwﬂ ni'daor
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alind R % hnvnuu h,nuuntr s ornu. A 3.
&y : at 'u.u-ue et 104, !
€ s o : % “
Koinangi ,” N. { X

fter -Moh L bave to inform yéu t‘nt ym
1A r« ‘days ago Einyanjui wa Gathy sent |
mey. the Governos asking him ae to whet is
D and Hig :nu.“ Lengy b X ® Governor
d & Bast Africa Pro-
hd ot“ hmkuq from. bot' b
‘satd mé
] nouuu. but n l-n un N
to carry out the sury and ‘dntil tho .
‘he is unable to five the ‘mﬁontn s0 1t
t with luu.;noy s But do'mot ,
m q;::n th %0 people in
M l; md t.h

3

% N MM)C,LM"“&OM( (VA
: Ag. vnvuun,w%op’r.,

¥
'




G(nu of the m.: Native Commissiener,
Naipobi, 27tk Jure 1021,

n

¥ith referesnce’ to the agends of the meeting at D-untu
on Priday, June 24th, Pdlloving comprise the decisiems -—h‘b =

1 Wi regard o, L L .

8,
s .

4 M io(uﬂ %0 _the u‘lly over the issue of Title Deeds to

 Gethaks Lolders, it was pointed oq; to you that your Association
apd the a¥a hoiddrs would nat'seenm to bil‘ auy very clear
catprefiension of the meaning of the vords "titie deeds”, whieh are
" inapplicable o the Kikuyu system of iapd temure.
o attien, for the information of your Asdgeiation, a oepy of the
prosedure that! M§s been approved by the Gavernor-in-Council, as
an experimental HMeasure.

B. lei. L olae s

ete.

(Bigned ) O, F.V¥atkins

Atg. Chief Mative Comrissioner.

[Su overleaf for Appendix
ol to this lettar.
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0OPY OF PROCEDURE AFPROVED BY THE OOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL
AS AN YAPERIMNENTIL WEASUND.

the exporiment of recogni Aheka holders de
.’ trloe firest 10 Kynwby and “ﬁl"
That = 1igt be Looation locatlion,
- et to.pe on the mww in uuuuuon ug

(o)mm'_--mzuummwmmrxw

neme be glven a 1eatd that he is the ood holder of
lmhcndmalaoo in such and such a .

(4) Thet ald tmdm sinllerly receried,

(o) T™hat regi oft 4An this manngr shall An the event of dispute
)uulfmmmsofmmumm

disputant. .
t) mz Yu:?“ so '“ﬁl ‘# e
by Akivugu in
(3) '.hm rwm to other Akikuyu in

wi Bel Taw awd custom.

ResmmsnBas
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opFrds OF THR GHIEP MATIVE COMNISSIONER.
s 8 “BAIRGBL, - 29th November,K 1921,
N

hﬁ:ﬂwut O‘Luxoiur, )
. KIAMBY.

”

KIKUIU ASSQOIAZION - LETTER DATED, 10.11, 21,

S AT SN S ---1---—------—----—-————--~-—----
lu,oll .S the Ohief Native Uommissioner
x “on :'(k”".q&" ERilip Karanga on this subjeet yes-
L e “4o-$hem thé following information,-
{ % land in NaPive Seserves is owned by the
. Orown will aus scootnt be issued. I also
to them t¥at t1tle deeds 33 ismded at present to Non<
natives are not appiicabls to the Kikuyu system of land tenurd,
R

$hey are sibjeot to certain éonditions, e.g.- payment of
teut and Stand premia, from whish the Kikuyu are free.
s . This is a matter of boundaries. Apparently
My, Greswolde Wiiliams ¢iaims he Bmboliu Naibor and Githigigwa
Sait ligka, whieh the Kikuyu sfate are within their Keserve.

to you.

Appayently what they really want

1o water thir cattle at, the M'bagathi source, as
“$54t the gFound on the Kikuyu side is so steep tiat
tle eanrot got down to water. They were toid to pus their

A R I
. Zhis A3 a matter of boundaries
5.6.7

’*&&’ Bl , -(sxw)sv.u.

SENIOR LABOUR INSPBRUTOR.




tWMMstrumlmym
Mw-rmnu-.une-um.
iying nmﬁuwm whish ferme the sudjeot
of ihe Despatoli whder ackmowledgement) and I have
dncided thet 1% will be gemvenlent if I mow lay dewn

for your guidance the eonditions en whieh suah
alienation may de permittedi~

(1) ' ™he prior comsent of the Native Authoritise
songoryied must be obthined in every cese.

(2) The prior sanction of the Secretary of State
must be obialined in every sane.

(3) Land in cocupation of natives is not

to be alienn M Q:wnyou:r;
glmaqomuoa is paid te &l ‘:: wom

{4) Tn the event sllonat: an vale
) n:u ofee v:ogm‘mn be m
Roserve, if practicadlg in the seme vieinity. \

(8) In the event of z-pvnry alienatl
equivalent area of cqnl value sh
temporarily te the Reserve, if nﬂluﬁ' in
the same vioinity, unlees O quite clear
that thia 12 unnecessary, in which oase the
should be fully stated whan the matter

is tted for the consideration of the
m of State. |
!
(8) olq the rent or similar proceeds derived

h. us&non must be expended for the benefit '
of the Reserye in question. |

.- ————




Te ;iu s Bxspliency

K1K0710, 312

Mareh 17ty. 1923,

Sir Bebert 2, Cosyndem, K@M, 0., |
ﬂowﬁu and Commstrdersin-Ohief,
Kanyp Coieny and Prefwsiorate.

Your #xoelleney, -

1, We, the undersigned chiefs, Leadwen af®eldersy
representing various’ seetlons of ‘the Kikuyu tribe, desire
to "mg‘“*"“‘l and Wiion to lis .Inaolty,nxuz
George V. ¢ #ve that our actions dirlng the Sears
of the Opeat War &nd the seerificws epdured by our peocple
at ‘Shat time in His Majesty's cause apd that of the |
Bapire to whieh ve belong are evidense of the reality’
of that Gwvetion.

2. Ve thierefore are confilept that eaymest and
sympsthetic copdideration will be given to mavters vit:
ally eonceruing 83 Dy those whom His Majesty has entrusted
with the guarding of our interests 4 the premetion of
our walfare, and wa humbiy approagh r Bxteliency pray!
ing that you willi take ascount of the. fe1l®wing petition
snd statement of our views, apd tha¥ you will be pleased
to put them forward and further them with the force of
Jour persepa. ocuppowt,

The matter of the permanept sesurity of our land
is deeply exercising the minde of our peopls An trese
@ays and is regarded by them as of paramount irportance.
The quastion of the position of Indians in Kenya Colony
we 2180 feel to be one whigh affedts us greatiy.

3, Haying Learned that Your Bxeslleney is proceeding
to Bpgiand %o Uiscuss mar; raiters with the Seeretary of
State for the Co.onies, and in view of she recent de:
eisfon of the Unief Justice in Civil Oage Nei626 of 1922,
and in view of H.B, Sir Riward Northey's letter of 28th,
Oetober, A9.%, promising survey of the boundaries of-the *
sountry, we desire te. petition Youp Excelleansy that
elesr doeunentary evidence Le given to the Kikuyu people
as a tribe vhieh will definitesy safeguard the Eikuyu
country, a¥ law, from encroschments without the consent
of the tribe and of the individual holders immediately
concerned, and at the same time give reecégnition to their
own: traditional wystem of Land tenure, as recommended in
::o appenddx to the Aeding Chief hative Jonmissloner's

ther te the Sesretary of the Kiku,u As '
27th. WJune, 1021, \ A At

4. 1n regari tp the matier of the Inflans in thia
sountry, we wiah %o mtate . 5w F Oy e awE b @
o @V BT e B - BN SN

» Mok u.,.. .mz..r.n% wlli « mpand

-



5, ln eenelusion, haying peard that the Rev.J. W,
Arthur, O,BUR, M.D., L§ to weocompany Your Bxeellency to
Angiand 42¥ brder to represent Hative interests, we desire
to state that he AS Well dequainted with our conserns
and from experienes of Lis sympathy agd belp extending
over a pumber of years we have oonfifence ir Liim and in
his ability te state our widhes and advance our views o
the foregoing matters, and we hereby request and guuthor:
ise him te speak on Qur behauf

We are, Sir, )
four EBxsellency's obedient
and humble servants,
Sicned by Pouwr Puramount Shiefs and
Thirty-six Cliefs, Headman and Blders

of tue Kikuyu Tribe.)
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MEMO n‘mn LAND TBNURE, BTC,

O i o o o o i

by the
Hev Oamon Harry Leakay N.A,
. ;
e object of the to;loﬁ'n weno puiy briefly is Lo prove that the
L; +bad purghased vith dheep and gows 4li the land they possessed

eans came %o the' oceuitry. .,;“" peid highly fer it
fr- %he Wandorobo who were retéghized all as the rightful owners
of 1t. That ‘thousands of acres which are now in the possession of
white settiers is this very iand which the *Ngikuyu purchased at a
big price, and yet the most ridiculous and inadequate compensatien
was élvon o the uyu owners, That in a great number of cases
large area wers tlua away from thew by Buropeans 'nh‘ut their be-
ing aware of the transfer of ownership antii the whole transaction
he&d b¥en settled Ly the issue of title-deeds to the Buropeans and no
compensation whatever redched the rightful owners,  That this was
done with the full cognisamce of the Administrative Qfficersg who de-
clared that ai. unculitivated .and was rown land and ang in ing
sattler gould pick cut what he liked and get it surveped latér. nu"
though many promises have been made in the Last 20 years by respon-
3ible officials, from Governors downwards, that no more land should
be taksn, yet these promises have Leeh frequently broken, and that
so late as October of this present year it has bsen publicly de-
clared to a representative body of Kikuyu chiafs and elders that
unless they make a proper use of their land it will be taken away
and given to Buropeans who can make better use of it.

[lomo. follows.
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Ther®.1s one matted ive-all o S which grea t bu."

sug! Kikuyn Srkbe h:n:: 18 ghe ferridle uu':?iuz” ated
vith thetr Lind ;*nh daare ey uate SUUBpied by contite-
1LopSi TeABR o iﬂnm& guarantes that what 2ittle Iam
ta® deft to them afver o&:ﬁ inroads made upen it by the
white se 8 shall remain in poasession permanantly, "'"“"j
atter p Lave been made ¢ SHMR again and sgain by Government

Offieials ffem Governors downwawds, vet to-~ they pessess notpt
tangible $o prove that they ‘sre the r«mx::,a o‘iuq:.iho uanﬁ gf
turned gff it against their will, .. As late as Ogtobar 1024 an in-
portant ™ strative officer s reported to have again told them
that 1f he did not consider they were m suffietently good use of
their @ it would be given %o othews, being asked 4Af 'others’
ni gt Buropeans, he 48 sald 4o have 40 the affirvative.
True, rs from the Segretary fow the Uglonies dave been read to
them in wiich very stromg language has been umed to sbaw that it vas
tho will of fis Najesty Shat Africans shouid het Be deprived of any
rortion of their reserves, and cepies of these lefters live bean.
given to them, yet this dges not in any way correSpemd in their eyes
to the titie~desds whish s@ttlers can invariably produce every time
choncu a contention 85 ™ who 13 the owner of a certain piese of
ground,

The speeia. ciaim of the Kikuyu tribe to their land may be of ir-
terest here.

These people did net 'Just happen to be there' when the British
Government took over B. Afriea as a Proteetorate from the I.B.B.A C.
They, as individuals, or more often in families, purchased at a high
price in gowa and sheep overy acre from the Wanderobo. These latter
are known to the Kikuyu as she Athi (or the people of he land) and
were recognised by all as Shose who were in lawful possession. Iney
had won the grest virgin foresta by their pluck and skill as big
game huntess, JWES as many parts of the world have been wen to the
British thypough their intrepid explorers and brave adventurers, None
but these people with their deadly arrowd =nd unerring aim dared
venture into the forests., The Kikuyu, am industrious cvltivating
tribe, but also ri¢l. in cows and sheep, coveted this land to plant
their ereps amd find pasture for their flecks, and gradually, by
naging friends wit: the Wandorobo, they bought many hundreds of
square miles and turned great virgin forests into flourishing gardens
and grasing iand of graas for cattie and sheep, and bugh land for
their goats of which they had a great preponderance. This exchange
of ownership suited the Wandorobe admirably, for they found it rugh
less trouble %o satisfy their cdesire for fles! foocd wit! tleir newly
made friends' steek than by bunting wild game and much intermarriage
took piage and friendly relations existed, and it is probable trnt

. the Vandorobo assisted the Kikuyu in their deadiy contests wit! the
great Massi gattle thieves.

Soen after the British Government took over the Protictorate s .
nost tarrible famine lastimg for the greater part of two yedrs took
place, For the fearfyl results of this the British, though unip-
tentionally, werq in part responsible. For it was not only the lack
of rain whigh.caused the great distress, ‘N: lgnﬁ'“e f"; “ﬂ;
) unds™ef grain.lad been sold by the uyu hatives

: m‘g:‘&g bed '-ﬂ‘““q up W Usanda to step s mutiny. The
epbtractor offered [rices never heard of defore for food and e
16 S0id Bki their reasrve suppifes. e fanine oswrisd off
ssiide upon thousands, while muititudes of otlera temporarily
goved/ -
»

“ a8
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-Mo!_f to a or aisewheye. Apd 3¢ it was that when im the
first’ de: w"'&‘:' tury white settlers began to pour intg this
country 1 \a- they found what wesmed to DHe an unowhed
country e for| pa of sultivation here and Shers. Byen
Government Officials di

(the delight of the Kikuyu

§ realis¢ that the many scres of
his geats to feed on) wére of any

value ‘%o, th@® villagers n o} i8nd office, nardly in existense,
and quite incapable of ocoping With the ation, was powerless te
act properiy. and sc the edist forth adninistrative officers

that &1l Jand not under cuitivaSfon was Orown land, and‘any white
settier oouid choose out any GO0 odd acres or so for a horestead, and
1%/ 14 be surveyed later. The oniy sonditien was that for all land
un! actual cultivation the small compens¥¥tom of four to aix shil-
1uings .8/~ to 3/~) bad to be paid if the eultivator was turned
off. As a result of this it 1s an abgolute faet which can be veri- 1
fied at any time that many hundreds of square miles of® land that had
been-purehased by the Kikuyu at s high rate, by themselves or their
fathers, in some cases quite recently, became the property of white
settlers, who eventually got their title—deeds, without the rightful
owneras even being aware, till mugh too late to Le of use to them,
that the property was changing hamds. A glaring case ip peint is
that of Headman Koinange wa Mpiyu of Kyambu District. Although cer-
$ain people who were cultivating poriions of his estate by the
courtesy of members of Lis family or hirself did pecsive 3 few rupees
compensation, neither he nor any of his family ever got one cent, and
it was only when te was sent for by the new owner and told that he
must supply Liabour ¢r ieave the property that he diseovaped that .he
Limself was no ionger its owner, 4 ¢
That practically every acre of the luur dand, b".“h- portien 1
E

still left to them, and that now.ibheld by nters, | |
had its well knayn and recognized Kikuyu ownérs tas ved over
and over dgain. Zo mantion only one ndministrative officer still
in office who bus proved this, MriWadd'mow assistant to the 0.N.0. |
“when an A, D, 0, was given permission by his semior officer to test |
the point and was absolutely satisfisd that it was so. The pamphlet
published by the Late Mr Mervyn H,Beesh of the B, A Protsctorate - p
The Kikuyu System of n.g Senure ¥ lreprinted in 1917 from the
Journal of the Afrisah Society) should be read by a1l intersstsd in
the question, Beside a sketch rmap specially cempiled it, this
panphlet contains gopious extracts from well tnformed offfcials’
letters, Although in certain official quarters, netably by the late
'@.N.C, Mr.John Aipsworth, attempts vere made to disoredit this pub~
iioation, yet, a8 the writer of this article astowved in the publig
press in 1919, at least thr ssionaries who have lived arongst
the Alkuyu peop.e for onrwl in different areas, all cars Lo
the . sanme conclusion as Mr. quite independently of him 1nd of
one another (Rev.Dr Henderson of Kembui, A R/ Baglow RHsg, of C.s5.K,
Kikuyu and of Tumutumu and Canon H.Leakey of Kabete), Much rore
squid be written, o shew grest hardships that the Kikuyu people |
suffered by being rebbed o oir iand and nany reasens giver to
explain How it was they did not make nucl troubla alout it at the
time. But to any who take the troubdle to zo fully ipto the rattsr
1t will 6 slear that it is greatly %o their oredit that they,6 ar
" unsephisticated pagan tribe, did not rise and musder all the set-
_ tlers whe were intruding, as it seemed ta them on their right
Instead of this, over since, after some fighting, they made’d pact
'/ H e
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e
t. bave kept that pact and given no
- teotly Ihere has never bLesn ogcamief
days 34" dend o, pitive force amongst them, and no
gom 1w fieant littde affair of o few years .
wku, is originated entirely frem detribalized
was ‘engineered apd fostered by non-Africans, :nd the
g way bn M‘d for A%, sa the leading mer {n the Re-
serves would'hdve nothing $o @0 with 1%. On the other Land by the
iabouxr whieh they Nave’ enabled a grect number of white
settlers to 40‘:“ spien -». on. the very land which they

olnu to theirs B§ direod purchase. Ihen when the war

tain's ttl.o bi‘u they rose splendidly te the
oeull nt wént in varry ihe loads and ammunition
of v.ho lrium olr Jl.nl by theusands. Whatever else
ean, lp w right A horrible wreng - which present
day un .u hh ofticers of long standing leook jack upon as
a dark, biot b ignorance sdnittediy) of their early days ad-

unt‘inuﬂ, (pely there’is one thing whioh can Le done - and 1t
is believed it weuld satisfy them now - and that is, that real bonf
fide w be at least presented to the Kikuyu tribe te
’h,mth te them; in .Pmu“y. the 1baglute ownersuip of their

To the wri % appears that if tlis were granted, with the
’Mu that they u;ht never sell it outaide of the tride without
the full comsent of the Urowh, a great sore would be healdd and
serious anxiety removed from u peopie who by their industrious
‘ublgl and keenness on euitivation should become a great factor in
the developwent~of Kenya Colony.
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pregsented te the Bast African Oommission
on behall of

the Kambdba Triobe.




MNSMOKANDUNM
presented %o the Rast African Commio
on dshalf of the Kamba Peor.e

Magrako:, ¥Whoont
Now '»',y_ 1924
Major, Lhe Hohowrable
#1lilam Ormsby Gore M.B,,
Chairman Pariiamentary Commission

SAri-
I have the homor to uubmn @ your Compiscion ir @ehelf of the

Ukanba peop.ie (who threugh their District Comminmioner communicatad
their eager wish to be provide. an epportunity tz lay s rrobleam= of

their reserve befure you, upon jour visit to Ma kos on the 21st
inet), the foliowiug Memo:-

It will bve of intereet te noie that thims skect  what thay
would isy Lefore your Commission was made yestercdiy after = saries ot
lqéai gatherimge, by @ large genera. assembly of practical .y ail tle
prineipal chiefs and pgopie of the tribe, and 15 the deiiberate and
conservative expresuiot of growiny grievancss. [o them t.e ;rocedures
of Government are cften ipgunsiderate OB 1.. considered, 2. corcerns
their land and Lheir cattie, a. well i3 themsalves ‘hey fasl them-
gélves bereflt of their grauing areas and insecure ir their reservae,

your kind conaideration of the folliowing subjects - L
NG,

20 sppreciate wlat Luw 18 unc what they wou.d
dewired to point out -
2

(a) Znat their pressnt resérve compriuss only aboul hLail cf
tue territor; which was theirs, acquired by conjuest from the Mz:af,
2hié¢ haa reference Lu tLe MacLakos Adminiastrative iistrict, ard rot
the KEitui area, au the peopie of this part never had affilfiatior vit”
the peopie of tLhe Lower section.

Ihey ciaim to Lave advanced from tlLe south szat, and t"at
their sastern boundary 7auy the ~«ive Hiver near All 431, runni:
mtt)calt along the Mwita Syenc Hiver, to a peint where the Iiixa
river turna abruptiy towar! the lana nwar Sokeni Mt. Fror i1 oint
the boundaries foirsowed tLe Iuika Lo the point w.ere ths Athi turrs
southeastward, and then skeng Lue Aghi until its junetion with: tla
Stony Athi, and following it to its source, an syond to the r3st-
ern stors of Lake Msgadi, and or ‘owards Kiu,

They uc not claik to Lave gecupiafl all thii. “arritery,
their dotiie werd gors iateiy, and through their ral ‘s an the
Mamat apd the conguesti of the terrilery, soquired

{ ' Iheir grievance is that this territery.was uo: . civdl:! an
their reserve, and that they were evacuated fror tle Hua ili.s, the
Donye Sabuk, bisima dau, and the latta Fialme sections, v ich were
“their most prifec grazing arezs, witiout regard to thei <cliaims to
or need of these arsas for their future growtl iu nurlors and 1
cattle/
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presanted Yo the Bast African Commi-
on behalf cof the Kambda Peoj.e

Macrakos, Kbgori &
Nov. 5th, 1924

Major, The Hoherablsd
#ililan Ormaby” Gore M.B.,
Chairman Pariiapentary Commission

Sipi-

I have the homoE to uubL.t Le ycur Comriscior
Ukamba peopis (who through their District Comminamioner

their eager wish to be provide. an opportunity to of
their reserve before you, upgn your vigit to Mach -xo;
inst), the foilowing Memo:i-

It will be of intereet te nove that Lhis gketcr ¢ whar t
would isxy Lefore your Commission was made ,estarc. 'srimy of
lq'hll gatherings, by & large genera. assembly of practi:. % I )
prineipal chiefs and pgopis of the tribe, and 1s tise ds.y Le d
conservative expresuion ol growing grievancss. Lo them t. 9 ,c0c
of Government are uftern Apguusiderate of 1l considarsd, 1 ¢ ey
their land ahd their cattie, a_ well 13 themsalves lhey 12 an
géives bLereflt of their grasing areas and irsscure i ‘heir
and beg your kind conaidaration of the foliowiry aull-

ALD GRAZIKG,

2o sppreviite what Low 18 unc what the
degired to point out -

(a) Zhat their pressuni resérve Compriuss only

the territor; which was ithelrs, acjuired b7 conjuest .
Bhig haa reference .. tl.e HacLakos Adminis Lve
the Eitui area, a. the peopie of this partl er had affiiiatio it
the peopie of the iower section.

They ciaim Lo Lave .sdvanced from Lie o 3.3, and
thgir eastern boundary sy ibe ~iva Miver near oi. -sl, runii
mrt)t__alt along the Mwita Syenmo Hiver, to a peirt where tls 1€
river turns abruptiy towar! the iana nwsar Sokeni Mt. Uror . int

the boundariss foliowed tie Ihika Lo the point w ere tl- 1
sofitheastward, and then along iue Athi untii its Junetion wif )
Stony Athi, and following 1t to its source, . 3yond the Y-

ern store of Lake Megadi, and or ‘owards Kiu.

Phey dc pet clalk Lo Lave gocupiaf sll L. yrritery,
?‘h dotie werd gors iately, and ithrough their ra: or tha
Masal apd the couquest of tue territor,, sequired,

A ' _Iheir grievanve is that this terrftory was o caudsl ar
their reserve, and that they were evacusted fror e ‘Ui 1.i3, the
g\;t Sabuk, Aliima A2y, add the latta Pialme sections, « 1o were

eir most priffec grazing aress, without regard to thel .ainma to,
or of these areas for their future growtl 1 nurniors und 1
cattle '
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cattle wealth.

(b) Thet their reserve is inadsquate for sven present reeds.
They submit as reasons,

(1) Bue popuiation Las increased. ultivated arsas have
in comsequence of this and the promptings to accelerate production
of food stuffs, needed to be sxtended. As the tops of hills and
ridges prove the best garden sites, fhe graaing ha: Lecone more

and more ¢onfined to the hillisides, which rapidly csteriorats.

(8) The cattie have ~roluy neltiplied.

With their cultx;xyinz, Nowever, ‘has coms their fofced
removal from grazing ursas, and the necessity tg-terc them, togegher
, ¥ith their sheep and goats, in poor prsturs ltr: with t'e {nevitable
result that it has worn out quickly,” and nmo op—orturity from
season to seamen to recover iteself.

B (3) the Kainfall ha: cecreased and belp confined to ever
shorter seasons, while tie aryirg up of aman; old 'sprif®s and vater
courses emphasids the regret table {act of the growing arility ef
this ‘cougtry. g

(4) The cuttifig down of ;racticaliy 1. large :rees, (thére
is no forest in all Ulub‘) and \.I:a eons=quept wery gercsral praperce
of the destructive white ants wiieL riddie the sc. | ani dm sections
and seagons edt the grass unti. the grount ig hars, ald 4 to the
list of their woes &nd their rrowing dasyair.

They reaiize that tuey have been irprovidest as cenmceérns
their land, and are wii.ing tc coeoperate ir ;iudied fenrurs: for
ita recovery snd imprevement. g

‘Zh.y niiqQw that they Luve elung toc avarfciously Lo joes
and "deud"” stook.  They, hewever, definitely commit themseives to
dispose of wii su¢h, ard regquest Uovernment af‘er tle rains (as at
present gll stocdk 1s very ii. lookirg) to hire Stoek Inspecters to

to assiat them to eull from all hercs alli dud ard surp.us male stodk
and advise and asoist them in the improvement of the remaindcer.
Ifhiy\‘philonai hical)y accept the fact of tle wlLite nan's pressnce on
raetically oLl sides of their reserve, and that there 13 10 pro-
bability of their witrdruwal in favor of Ukamba's extensio:

1 A
PROPOSALK:

They submit hLowever,

(a) that they Lave returned to them the unoccupt »d
ssg¢tions bardorxnz on r.;‘oxr resarve, or, )

‘(b) ut they be priviieged to purghagm, ss s tribe,
J.uu of aceess™ u the uparishsted crown L site the
so::ru sections of the n#n 80 sorely un} Mb’““l
la ¢
t.)ut instead of land befng rotunoc by. the CM.
tor th ')r!' c,i,t subjeqts apd their cattie, which are the greatar
O“mc agset -u?f rough ,%00. ¢Lose ,onnmnort some of Lt Le
‘made avallahie to tm and embodied ip thoir reserve.

(4) that with these needs carefully consilersc, their

arvey and the Loundaries section Ly section, clearly

a;...,;'b.

Y

]
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cattle nu.th:

(b) That their reserve is inadsquate for aven Frasart reeds
They submit as reasons,
1) Ine poepusation Las incroased., Cultivated irsas h.ve
‘in. comsequence of this and the promptings to accelerate production
of food stuffs, needed to be extended. As the tops cr Bills anad
ridges provide ths best garden sites, the grazing has Lecous more
and more ¢onfined to the hillsides, which rapidly Cs's:igrats.
(2) The cattie have grosuy naltiplied.
With their multipiying, however, has coms their forced
removal from grazifg ureas, and the necessity to re:C them, togetlsr

, ¥ith their sheep and goats, in poor pesture nra witt t'e inevitalle

result that it has worn out quickly,” and :me o cx: orturity from
season to nnu: %o 'recover itself. +
(3) The R8infall has cecreased and bedn confined to sver

shorter measons, while tie aryirg up of men. old 5;11 3 ard water
coursés epphasise the regrstiable {act of tye growirg .ridity of
this ‘couatry.

! (4) Te cuttifig down of jracticaliy :l! large ‘rees, (there
{8 no forest in all Ukamba?) and the conssquent wer ger:=ral praserce
of the:destructive white ants wiieh riddi> the = :  ani/in seg¢tions
and seagons eat the gra®s unti. the zrount {ig “ars, 111 add ‘o the
list of their woes and their growing dasrair.

They reaiize that they have beer irprovident a~ cencerns
tLeir land, and are wii.ing tc cooperate ir iudied fencurs: fer
ita recovery and ipprevement.

'ﬂny niiqw, that they L.ve elung toc avarfciousiy ¢ poer
and "dead” stoek.  They, hewever, definitely commit themss.ves tie
dispose of ai.i au‘h, ard request Uovernment cf-ar tle reins las et

+

present gli stook ‘I's very 1i. lookirg) to hire Stock Inspecters to
to assist them to eull from al! hercs 2li dud ard .urj.us Fals stock
and advise and assist them i1 the improvemart of the rsnain.ier
They philomsphical)y accept the fuct of ils «lite nar'y preserce o
pragtically ail sides of theirx reserve, ant tlat tLere 1 o jro-
bability of their wiprdruwal in favor of Ukamba's ext

PROPOSALK:

They submit however,

(a) that they Lave returned to tiem the ungecupi =d
sesctions bard.r:.nz on L’mu resarve, or,

- 5(b) ut ¥ be priviieged to purghage, & o tride,
“lanes, of Aocess” W th- wyarighated crown la Wlx te the
ab::rn mtm. *of the n&-n 80 sorely rnh o:hnloq grazing
la . &

EAR -th:t instead of land befng rotalnoc by. the cx‘ovp
“J& J‘bih #9ts apd their cattie, which are the greater
economic ln.' u?fc rough ,%00. ¢lese 'on“ncnu;, some of 1t Le
lg“ w-‘unu to thes and embodied ip tHeir reserve.

‘_"", e (d4) that.with these needs carefully consl lsrsu, thelir
be survey and the Loundaries section U, section, cisardy
ted. .-
(e)/
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(o). trat a p of tLe survey and o distine. .rd definite
promise of sesurit; of ture, be given by Governrert to a Coumedl
oF ter reyresentative eiders, who will a2et es tru-tess for the trive;
ro alteration ror aliebation of an; portiop to be made without re
ferring the pro,csal to lle tride ap? tl= vote of ‘Less elders ir
Jouneil.

y or ;rccefure sulritted
under "b" a-comrcdaticrn of 21: stoeck
Gutslle t! 3QWE a5 r'9 cejuired old
Teople and tudren for : jeried .f turee o four ;earc, durine
whic! time earnest eflert be mu.s "y reccver t.e recerve frar i

Larrerne.a.

(g) THE ¥YAT A\ PLAlio.

TLey are eager i3 point out t.:{ the tata Plains
oouid not peasib.y aceommalate bul & porsion of their J&aok, and
that outlets in otier directiors are oiassnti.l

ey 4o not feel the, alould be .uted to pay fer
temporary grasing privileges thare, and 3u'mit t:at tle losses they
tave suffared t:13 year, (approximate.y 3C 3C0 Taal, or K90,6000)
through "the fitfui poilc ™ of Governmert in rasard te the Yata, norse
than offsets gawn -0 them for years to come

ZALATION -
Thers is & growin; ci.satisfaction vver the 47 arant lack

of appiication of a more cumran 3} perceriace of taxatic of the
tribe te¢ the dire reeds of thz'r r2serv:

The -uite recent Melicai, Vete-ir 7, and Azrdc: Lural
servigees ar: ip, re.iatad, ; e obgectiives o the iatizc Lwo are
til 8y ‘ciored, thers so much nesd fur rore settisl and tlo-

} podreivs, the ,®cpad fe2l tle succ:izion of new tiings pro-
ro3et and procescs. Mt for 1 sedasen, 3re proL.bly onlp tie hebbies
57 L'~ trarstert adripniatration officer, anc the. coraequertly havs
tt.ie ra e gupport, u«rl are attsndec wit' lit.le succaes3, ile
rue A%z yreeeti rowlt er 1 giver reasntfully.
hOAD3:

.8 LoLEBLr.LLLonL ot Al .2liice of roeds for wueeled
traffic L3 cotdudered o ue ui jramac, Liporiance and tha natives
I3 dl® L4duisdi, V.erduwived ol Lhem i: ever ingreas: rum-
Whoy ww buby gvoos adsviwa o0 Uatler siveiibovds

“erOuuh tradin: in grain, Lid Jte. Oowe districts are Lackward,
through lack ¢f Lridsas and counmciing .inkc in t.e road srstem.

~he need of Deller ruu ¢, Surveyd! L grade, cu.vertad rd hridred,

olc., 30 88 to ML 1 130 Lo wo .Ld £QF cuilinuoBs urpa:d saber inm
tdpulr WOrK, iin. 0 .3VeAuU, . iosvurces of every seciiou, 12
strongly urged 2

Y e

s necassit, forknd pos_iuillties of dar- ¢

e
dtressed .l :trongay. T3 rainfaii is heavy enough, Lut is not
Qhoir. 20 tad, ‘ron W . lQvember .:r-e zactiors receive no
rayn ai oz E0s % $4 303 Heuar Jc e a-7? for hupin
coun.umgp ticr, 2 5 S U throupl. dieging 1r the sanl of “‘e
§ TLVAY 33
P




-
- 322

(8) that a g% of thLe survey and & distinpc. ard lefinita
promise of sesurity o nure, be given by Governrmert to a Coumeil

oF ter rerresentative eliders, who will agt as trutess for the tri‘s,

rno alteration nor aiienation of an; portion tc be made without
ferring the projcsal to tle tribe an? ¢~ vote of
Courneil.

re
tress elders ir

() that pendirg fine. actior /ot er

i ide
under "b" &) viaion be rade for the a:corro A tock
cutsile tle raserve, (e t such miik 6QWs as 2re reyuire ol
réofle and c''i.dren  for jeriod of tiiae f

which ¢ime earnest effert be mace tu recover ¢
Larre

(g) THE YAT A PLAIKG,

TLey are eager .3 point oul L .t tue itata Flain
could not pessib.y aceommelate DUl & puriivn of tieir atock,
that outléts in otier directions are nisanli.l

rey do not feel the, alould le
temporary graasing privileges there, and 3u'mit L tile los3sesa the;
tave suffersd t:is year, (approximatesy X, >CO “sa1 or K90,000)
through "the fitful poiicy" of Government in :a-ard to te Yata -c
than offasts gain to them for yaara to rure

and

‘ed to pay for

ZALATION -

Thers ie u growin: ui.satisfaction <ver Lhe a;: a4 ack
of appiication of a more comnan. ta perceracy of tdgtyiie of $' e
tribe t¢ the dire reeds of tizir reseciv:
The ‘nite recent Meli.al, Vatse-iii,, vl
s~rviees ar: ip,reciatad, bul e Jsbzciiver o T ¥. ire
ill red, :rd thera 1. ~uch nasd fur s
the ,mcpar fe21 tle .ucc:i2ior of new 1740 PYC
roaed it ire ;ro Ly a3 ie he 113
of L'a asrinlstratios of ar, G ¢ coraeque ‘i, Lav
tt'.s native aupport, «r'! are attande L1t oan cra o, T 1le
~ugc ah- - re.gti v w1t em 1 3 sfully
Gl s ok 311 .21 ce _f roels for wi.:elaed
4 ¥ wa paalzdi, Lipuitalca and tne natives
Jiviabig “L@Nduived vi ithem | aver incrsza .1 r
Pdudog Lo puoos shiwags oo .21.21 Li1ve.ibovds
Vi rouy J Lk Zraln, Laza3; ot wolie d1sbricts are Lackw
throuZs lack ¢f Lriisaes and ¢ -lnkc in .9 roa@ 3rstem.
te need of Leiler teu.c, Surveyrd Lo giade, iovertad 1rd “ridrad,
otc., 30 a@ to mi i oige .. 2Ty wu ioBY Urpa. avor in
dp il WOrK, 2. .0 Lavedlo, iedudiCHa Ul #VILY 39€ U1, 12
strongly urged
3 necasait, forknd pos_iuiiities of dar- c. ‘.
oo stronga¥. o rainfaii is heavy enough, .sut is no!
1 lron Nu: :. Ngvember . :.r-"s 1actio~: receive 1o
LG V.52 Jo4 30N Juver JC e s "or Lura:
congumpiion, au a2vaila’ e oSily bthrouph Jdirfging ke san!l of ‘e
f4 river vedg.
Uy ¢
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, By ‘means of dams, large seetions nov barrew ootld be ir
;.L“}oi, and rendered very ‘produviive, anll’ 1u¢. aress dow 1in gerdans
could Wevert tp grazing. By dams tNeyameam the building of preper

. Work reservoirs in-the large rivers where large juantjties X
¢an be confined and utiiized as indicated, hot the mosquite-
breeding ponds that were made through urpaid labor, and vithout
regard %o irgating possibilities, this last year.

SCHOQUS -

The desire of Government irn ithe natter of the :“ucation of
the boys as expressed in the Teehnical ocheel at Machakos, ind feed-
er schools in certain otl.er sections is appr¥¥iated, but the repre-
sentation of the respense to this effort as being an anti-rigsion
attitude or action on the part of an, .arge propertior of the tribe
i3 deprecated. They would proposs that uovernment undsPtake in be-
nailf of areas insufficientiy provided for by missions, and further,
cooperate wit! and assist missions in their educational erndeavors,
rather than to constitute i1tse.l a formidiLle corpetitor to missien
effort, by so.e use uf monies avaiiabie ‘or educational work in the
tribe,

HAPORBSTATION
iLe need for reforestation .s xeer., fe.t In view

of the jaucity of good iand i1t 1. featl Lowever, tlLa: ciiy waste iand

sheuld be utilimed for the purpose, and that t e el'ars glou.d -e

deferred to in the selection of sitas

PESIS:-

Cpief _f tiese are the destruc'ive white ants, and it {=a
felt that assistance 18 sorely needed i the riddance of t'e resarve
from this ;est, t.at in many sections destroys even grewin:s zrain
and renders effort at tree planting utterl; futile.

€O SuUSL Qi

It 14 to be noted that the pruposa.s set forth to ameli-
orate present conditions, aliay present unrest, ancC asiure content-
ment and development to the tribes for the future, carry wit them
the ;eoples readiness to cooperate 1n every ,ovssibae way.

This Memo 13 drawn in faithful and Lonest regar: Lo the
decires and feelings of the Akamba ,eoL.e and while
largely sharing their appretensions, | have in this irut. ce actel
only a3 their amanuensis.

With the earnest l.ope of ,our Leing able to discuss these
questions with the elders who are sagerliy awaiting your coming, and -
Fcpefully trusting to your efforta or ti eir behalf,

I havs the hemor, tc Le
Sir,
Most faithfully,

(Bgd, ) Jeo:r e M, i oad.

Mela Director,
Africa Inland Miasior.




(4)

v By neans of dems, large sections now barrem ceuld be ir-
rigated, and rendersd very-produvsjvs, and large aress now in zercens
could wevert tp grazing. By dams theysmeam the building of pr;psr
nagon . Work reservoirs in-the large rivers whare lapge juantities
of WEteT dan be eonfined shd utiiized as indicated, Bot the mosquite-
vreeding ponds that were made through unpaid labor, and without
regard %0 irrigating possibilities, this last year.

SHOQS :-

The desire of Government irn the nmatter of the scatior of
the boys as expressed in the Teehnical School at Machakos, ind feed
er schools in certain otier sections is appreciated, but ".he repre-
sentation of the respense to this effort a= being an anti-rmigsior
attitude or action on the part of any .iarge propertior of the tribe
is deprecated. They would propose tlat iovernment urdartake in be
haif of areas insufficient.y provided for by missions, and further,
cooperate witl and assist missions in their educational erdeavors
rather than to constitute i1tseif a formidable competitor to Mulér
effort, by so.e use of monies availabie for educitional work ir the
tribe.

HBPORBSTATION :-

Ihe need for reforestatior
of the raucity of good iand it 1o featl L
should be utilised for the purpose, and

4 1t

deferred Lo in the selection of 31t

Chief Uf thiese are the destruc'ive whit
felt that assistance 18 sore.y needed i: the rid
frorm this pest, tl.at in many megtions destroys ev

and renders effort at tree planting utte £t
C0:. SLUSL O i

It i3 to be noted that. Lhe jruposa.s sel fort
orate present conditions, alia; present urrest, anc as ur
ment and development to the tribes for the [.ture, car:
the ;feoples readiness to eooperate 1n every ,vssilie wa,

This Memo 13 drawn in faithful and Lonest regir
decires and feelings of the Akamba ,e0).e ar3alves, ar
largely sharing their apprelensions, ! rave .r thisg i
only a3 thelr amanuensis.

With the earnest .ope of ,Qur being abie
questions with the elders who are sagar.y awaiting
hepefully trusting to your efforta or t elr bal alf

I havs tie hemor, c
Sir,
Most faitifully,

(Bgd. ) Gso:r e

Pleld Direct
Africa Inlard
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Nemorandun of ile (guron‘o ‘itquorl Welfare Association
K P o
To the‘Pariiamentary Pemniamsion, 1928,

Poreword. ©

At a genersl Meeting of the Asam, on Sept.2nd. it was de-
gided %0/ sppoint a sub-semnitige representing beth the Nilotic and
Bantu ‘Segtions of the Asam, to drav up a Memerandum to he presented
to the Puuuutw Gq-tmn. Ihis sub-committee strengthened.
by mémbers of the Gepersi Jemmittes sat or Uet.4th.llth. and 18tn.
and diseussed thoroughly Lhe points te be ineiuded kn the Nemeran-.
dum. A draft of the Memg was drawn uWp by the Presidegt of the Asen.
snd presented to the Committes, and after discussion and amendwent,
the President vao requested to prepare . revised dogument to be :
signed on bebalf of the Assgsiation by the Sesretary; the Chairman
of Gommittee, and the President. On bshalf of the CUonmittes we the
undersigned nov beg to present the Memorandum and beg your earnest
conaideyation of the matters herein set forth.

PART ONE.

The African peopies of Kenya Colony are being brought inte
c¢loser and clomser contaet with the powerful forces of Western civil-
ization, and many problems have been raised Ly the contact of the
highly civilised British race with primitive Africans. On the one
hand ve agye profoundiy conseious of the very great benefits which
the Britigh have brought to our Land, and we are proud that we are
subjegts of the KING. We express our dsep loyalty te His Majesty

. ng Beorge, and to His Bxcellercy the Governer. On the other hand
sonssious of deep misgivings and distress with regard to

n aspects of this contact, and that which mare thasm any other

gives us cause for eoncerr is the situstion with regard to our Lands.

Higterigal Survey.

Before ady#nt of British.

" Inirgy years ago when Sir P. (them Mr.) Jackson hoisted the
British flag at Numias the memberas of the tribes were seture in the
- Possessien of their landa, SAVE ONLY whare this security was mengymed
the bérders vhere tribe toughed tride. (Zhis border line in-
By’ was net unknown in Eureps). In $hls ares tribal warfare
, made Ure inwecure, the stronger dispossessing the weaker tribe.

i ,Within the tribe there was Sequrity of tenure and-owner-

% ship, eaeh family owning i$e family lande. Digputes witi regard to
“Andividusl Boundaries were settled by the Biders, as such dimputes
., Were #ettled in Courts in Burope, und eiders were aiso the vt-tnuxn

n.0

&

astions in yhieh ohe owner zave part’ of his land to anoth :
afr th nily. The he#d of the family bad absolute contrel.
o QaECTAry 1o n:‘ 1-}“. of the :;_.; of :he
tes arose, Jual p Ruropes di sputes fr [y arosd
of a n‘t.l.y Px f'hui ﬁu.;"u' family,.
mwisely, 8 ware divided 9ut %o younger nmerbers of the family
| Bhey" grew up stid married and st the death of the owrer, lands

e 2

\ i

putgi

(-
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Asguletions and was itself repealed by the 1915 Orown Lands Ordi-

4!13 1902 Ordinange has no definition of Orewn Lands -
n ¥ from-any lease df Orewn Land, land wncﬁ it

o

Loy .« L g -
. Ne,1B, Orown Lands Ordinance, is $he first Lghds Ordinanc
whigh contains a definition of Orown Lapds. Sdetien 5'gontains
"Opown Lan®”, . .... shall inelude ‘all Landm occupied by thé native
t¥ibes of the Protectofate and all Lands reserved £ér the use of the
members of any native tribe, "

Part VI of the Orown Lunds Ordinange deads with “Reserva-
tion of ‘land for the use of u::phwlboqf L Part IX Seect 93 +ith
the weservation of iand ovtupied by native thin sreas leased by
the Orown. o

1020, In this year the Kenys (Annexation) Order-ir-Couneil was
pubdighed and in §

1921 the Kenya Coiony Order-in-Couneil included i ¥tg definition
of Opewn Lande the definition of Orown Lands contained in the 1915
Crown Lands Ordinance,

Polioving on the iatter Order-in-Couneil an important Judg-
ment was delivered in 1921 in Civil Case No.826 in the Sepreme Court
whie: centains the foiliowingj- “In my view the effest of the Orown
Lands Ordinsnce 1915 agd the Kenya (Annexstion) Order-in~Gouneil
1920, by whigh ne privete riglits were reserved, and tie Kenya Odleny
Order~in-Oouncil 1921 wa [ Lave aliready stated i# elearly, inger
alia, to vest .and reserved for the use of a native tribe im the
Orown. If that be so then ALL KATIVE RIGHTS IN SUCH RRSRRVED LAND,
WHATRVER THBY WHRB, UNDBR THR GATHAKA SYSTEM, DISAPPEARRD and native:
in ogcupation of suen Jrown Land became tenants st will of the
Crown. .. "

We nov know the effeet of the 1915 Crowrn Lands Ogpdinance.
Up till 1916 African rights under African systems of land tenure
were in existence, Lub on the passing of the Ordinance sueh rights
“disappeared. i The Iribes were not informed that this Ordinance
was under consideration and they were entirely ignorant of its pro-
visions and their effeet. We fee. that the Tribes ought to have
been consulted witL regard to the framing of a measure so profeundly
affeeting their rights under African syatems of tenure.

We beg to submit that the coniy juetification for causing
our rights to "disappear” in 1915 wa: that they right be rade to
appear again in a further Urdinance wiicl shouid recognize our
rights and also provide for the further evoiution of our syatem of
land tenure ir accordance with the changing conditions ‘roucht abeut
by contact witl a civilized ;ower.

It is ip the fire conviction that no,eivilized power could
bave intended suc' treatment of a pecples private ric' ts is lapd
to be & final measure that we beg for the corsideration of the
following propesa.s:-

1. That the outer boundaries of our Lands (lemerves) e ut
orce demarcated in accordance with the provisions of
Part V1 of the 1915 Créwn Lands Ordinarce We urce
* thie s a matier to whick we attach the nost vita.
iRporsanee 4s we are seriousiy perturted at tle re-
eommendations made by the Labour Oommissior 1912 and
. the Lapd Temure Commirssion 1919, Dotk Lrese recorrmend
the/
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~‘ wx and was ‘w repealed by the 1915 Orown Lands Ordl-
3“. 1902 Ordinance has no definition of Orown Lands bu .
s # from-any lease df Orewn Land, lard wrich ig de-

) w il !

. Ne,28, Orown dnds Ordinance, is the first Lgnda Ordirance
vhieh eontain# @ definition of Orown Lands. Sdetion 5 contai.s
"Ogown Land ..,... shall inelude all lands occupied by the native
tribes of the Protectofate and all Lands reserved for tre uge o7 ‘ue
members of any native tribe.”

. " Part V1 of the wn Lgnds Ordina aks with “"Reserva-—
tion of ‘land for the use of natiye teibes™ Part IX Sect 93 +ith
the reservation of iand ovtupied by natived wWithin areas leased v
the n.

1030, Ir this year the Kenys (Annexation) Order-ir-Couneil w-o
puddighed and in .

1921 the Kenya Uolony Order-in-Ceuneil included in itg cefirition
of Orown Lande the definition of Orown Lands contained 'n the 1915
Crown Lands Ordinance.

Pollowing on the iatter Order-in-Couneil an irportant Judg-
ment was deiivered in 1921 in Civil Case No.526 in the Supreme Court
whie: ¢omtains the following:- "“In my view the effeet of the Orowr
Lands Ordinsnce 1915 ayd the Kenya (Annexation) Order-in-Gouncil
1920, by whigh ne privdte righits were reserved, and the Kenya Coleny
Order~in=Oouncil 1921 uas [ Lave already stated 1ig slear.y, inter
alia, to vest Land reserved for the use of a native tribe in %he
Orown.  If that be o then ALL NATIVE RIGHTS IN SUCH RRSBRVERD LAKT
WHATBVER THEY WHRB, UNDBR THR GATHAKA SYSTEM, DISAPPEARRD and na‘ives
in oecupagion of suen “rown Land became tenants at will of tle

Grown. .. " -

We nov know the effeet of the 1915 Crown Lands Ordinzrce

Up t111 1915 African rights under African systems of land terure
were in existence, Lut on the passing of the Ordisarce sugh richt
"disappeared.” Ihe Iribes wers not informec that this Ordinance
was under consideration and they were ertirely ignorant of ite pre
visions and their effeet. We fee. that tle Tribes oupght to have
been sonsulged witl regard to the framing of a measure so profoundly
affeeting their rights under African systems of tenure.

We beg to submit that the criy justification for causing
our rights to "disappear” in 1915 wa: t they right te rade to
appear again in a further Urdinance wlic! slousd recog!iss our
rights and also provide for the furtter evo.ution of our syater of

land tenure ir accordanee with the charcing conditiors 'rourht abou
by contact witl. a civilized ;ower.
1t is 1n the firm conviction that no,eivilized Fower cou.d

bave intended suc! treatment of a peoples private ric' ts i Lard
to be a final measure “hat we beg for tle corsicderatior of the
following proposa.s’-

1. That the outer boundaries of our Lands (lemerves, ¢ .°
opce demarcated in accordance with the provisions o
Part VI of the 1916 Crown Lands Ordinarce We ur-s

© thie as a matier to whick we attach the nost vita.
iBporsance we we are seriously perturted at tle ;e
oommendations made by the Labour Commissicr 101 and
the Land Temure Commission 1919, Both i'ess recorrend
J the/ .
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‘the demarea of Ahe Asnds to De remerved to ws, H0T ON
ANY Pﬂmm RMER PRIVATR RIGHZS but on ’;’tiﬁPl‘
of benefieial oscupstion. We have seen in the Kikwyu and
Nand{ and other Kative land areas aliemated by the Jrewn
“to mon-Africans to un e t which has caused the yery
gravest concern to all Afrisans who know of it. 4nd we
fear lest we should be left without suffieient lands for
our race.
2. That on somplietion of the demarcation cf our lacds, suel
© demarcated area be vested by the Orown #n a OBMTHAL African
Land Trust in the Ceiony., On this Trust bedy we would beg
that representatives of the tribes be appointsd. e urge
this step as being the one best caicuiated to remove the
of anxiety aon our minds with regard to the inseeurit;
::‘: tenure.
v s,»:h.\ Yoounent bringing thia Trust body inte existence
) ':‘w“ affirm the rights, both communal and private whien
' belomged Lo us befoye they ware caused %¢ “disappear’.
4. That hogalband Boards be/wet up, eomposed of Africans and
Adminigtrative offipers, ta declde suck disputes as arise
over the restification of intertribal bLounfaries.

No.14 of 1924 "An Ordinence fur to amend the Native Author-
| 1ty Ordinance 1942 Sect 6 sub~seet provides that the Local Nafive
Council may Eake recommendatiohs Or resplutions witk regard to the
uae of land, But we hdave in mind @isputes concerning areas under
twe dif At .oeil NEtive ocouneiis, i,e. on the Lorders of their
areas. ese disputes were settled {n oid times by apearmen. We
now need the Local Land Board to adjudicate in wucl matters

Sigped on behall of tie Committee
.0, Jumba, Seey.

J. Okwiri, Chairman.

. 8. Owen, Preaident.




