hri that present .Qrd#uance is a-hind-

lnc\:go: economical prospecting and thet OFdinance
ontemplated is

¢ no better. Suggest Lining-Tew of
outhern vogun should be adopted as a model,
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.. GRoss Kevs House.
56, MOORGATE, E.C.2.

wpnu,‘ﬂml December 192 4

%
B.n;gggo/ﬂbld/ﬂ .
We. have. the honour to acknowledge
ﬂ::nlu the receipt of your
o 7 ferdey's date, the contents
commundoating to our
ssentative in Kenya Colony.

We are, 8ir,
Your obcdunt Servants,

-

(a\\'y
Becretary of 8tate, !
Colmn ‘Qffice, - e
8.¥.4. ; S
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HARLESOMORN & 00., ' 5 *‘4' oy DL
i sim 53 ) 1 ' 56, MOORCATE,EC.2. 13 7 )
[CHuanLES k NOBSON Li s (Lowa)

{ceon s WAV 2 & Lonoow; 13th Novembey 1924
2 N :

/ a«:?/‘l

ddid i vy

Reference 45 51¢
.. . We Beg I refer to gur Ietter of ths' ogn

&hd to muﬂt_yy bearing the abeve quoted ' number
dated the 30th July last relating to the Proposed vew"
Mining orw for Kenya Colomy . e

We havye recently received in this country copies of
letters which have been addressed by our clicgt-'plnglnéer
in Kenys Peolony, Major F.H.Lathbury, M.C., M.IMM,, to our
professiomal agents at Nairobi, Messrs. Harrison & Cresswell,
and of a Mstter which has been addressed to the Colonial
Secre: + K Colony, by certain active members of the -
Mining £ y there. We beg to enclose copies of these !
letteys herewith for your infermatioen.

Our cliepts have desired us to invite your sympathetic {
consideration of the representations which have been made by
persons having practical experience of mining apd posesessing
first hand kxnuwledge of the conditions in Kenys Colony. The
results of the prospecting operations which our ¢lients have
been carrying on in Kenya Colony for the past twelve months f
have been sufficient to prove the presence of gold and a
véry large number of samples have been:s gto this countxy
for assay, some of which have been found to be of exceptional
richness, There are indications of a reef whioh extends
for upwards of 50 miles end it seems likely that at no
distant date the existepsce in Kenya Colony of an exceedingly
rich goldfield, which would be of emormous value to the
Empire, be definitely established.

Ve therefore verture te submit that it is a matter of
Imperial importance that the present Mining Ordinance, which
is Tound to be a hindrance to econemical prospecting, should
be asmendsd at the earliest possible date in such a way as to
encourage prespsoters to iavest their money in the Coleny,
and that it should mot be replaced, as appears to be cone

templatad an Ordinance oh in the opinien of practical
..up.._ “Vﬁb’z‘oﬁ“ gives W&'ﬁﬂﬁyh *}:ﬁ’o‘“ ‘né: e invested,

ol .




g o

or who might be willing te imwess, senay S the i
and is so Leosely dux.d as to be ne : 2
Ordinence which it is intended to Tep

we wonld ask te be xilewad te
the suggestion that iR the pyesent
Law of Southern Ehedesis should e &
the pew Mining Ordimapce for Kenys

Rl . TR,
CZ¢ Lo ‘4’/9’"’(’
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o
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fhe Usde# Seoratazy of State for the Celdénfes
ge:cml Oftice, ~ R e. A
E S :
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Loleori.en F:i ﬁ ’
P.0sNaivasha, m 3‘8

ssrs, Easstzon & meeu, L
Pnga“ 521, B B
Nairobi.

Dear Sir, v
On the 18th ult, T td.ﬁtuué.; letter to m
*Cnniuioner of ¥ines, Natrobi. ﬁqfnﬁl.ie th) sulpension
of wogrking (md occupation conditibns on the Mackey Area -
and two groups of claims. b ¢ have not received a reply
to this letter. :
My application is under Regulation 37 although I j
did not mention this in the letter (see page 3 in the
small book "Information on the Mining Laws" published 1
by the Land Department). There is not sufficient
native LabourN available to effeciently develop even
one Group of claims, also communications ars very bad
and the cost of Mining Stores is also very high,
I would call your attention to the terms under
which Sole Prospecting Areas are occupied in the Masai
Reserve, these terms have been made by the trustees of
the ‘Masai and are only temporary, roughly they are as
follows: - ’
Baropean Plots on which any number of Europeans may
reside with their personal servants, One acre @ 12/-
per month.
Asiatic Plots. One acre 6/- per month.
ﬁdﬂn ;.tnu. Five Acres 1/50 per month.
Bwean Gardens l/- Per acre per year.

£ ¥ative Gardens 1/- per acre per year.

Tiﬂ.r concession 400/- per square mile clean felling,

w igpe ‘very remote district, it is not well stocked
o) uith neu.,: The timber adj&cent to- Mu”;wnl
. “&u ig si;uato& on uuu creeks and dongas’

i ¥ ASY > p SR}




infested with fly which cause heavy loss to d;-'.‘n‘@i

animals. The Macmillan Group have lost over BQ‘ of

their original draught animals, 1 notice that tbs

Masai on the fTew occasions that, they bring their cattle
“to graze nqa?'hére keep well away from these creeks

and dongas, théy'watgr their animalg North of the
Lolgorien Hills. Under the circumstances I conaidaf
that the above charges amount to gross profiteering.

It is gendrally acknowledged that the ¥ining Law
is rot at all msa@tisfactory and some attempts are being
made teo bring im & new Ordinance. I have read the
Repart of The 8elect Committee and the proposed Mining .
Ordinance 1922, theé Ordinance appears to be too vagus
and inocbmplets, I also note that there was not a pro-
fessional Mining Engineer on the Select Committee.

Wnen I arrived in this country in January I was
gilven to understand at the Mines Office that a New Law
was coming out.shortly and that it was based on T;e
Rhodesian Law, this new law seems.a long way off and ’(
in the meantime the money being provided ?or the pre-
limipary prospecting and development work is not being
spent to the best advantage owing to the reasons which
I have set out in the early part of this letter.

- Having in view the probable nature of the ore
deposits on this mineral belt, the Mining LA' ahd thé
cdnd;txona ugdér/which timber and surface rights may be
agquired fg; mining purposeg are of first importence ™
to mining 1nveatora.

With refereunce t0 :ne Miniqg Apeociation I have not
been hbile to get 1nto toucn with other members up to the

present.

I feel that I have to impress the adbave facts upon




,'V%W
¥or on behalf of the Kenya Gold Mining Syndicate, as

in due course 1. shall have to deliver to them a
oomﬁlet"report on their‘ﬁfaiytiils and the prospects

of developing deposits of commeycial value. At present
our resources are being sapped in fulfilling oeccupetion

¢onditions and we are getting little or no return for

the money in the shape of prospeeting and development

work.

For your information I shall probably have to
dispense with Captain O'Donnell's services after the
end of this month owing to the shortage of native
labour.

Yours faithfully,

F.H.LATHBURY




Lolgori.n Gold Fielal, a4
!optcmber 1924;
j L W 3

&

v 5 h » -~
«'We the und.ersigaed active membara of the Mining
Community having had an opportunity of gaeing the
draft of the 1924 lﬂn_ing Ordinance, request thnt.ygu .
will convey the followi.ng .corﬁments on“it to His Excellency
the G‘ronmor:-
1. ' The Ordinance appsars to us to give no security of
any kind to people who have invested or who might be
willing to invest momey in the industry.

A1l the principal péints on which investors would
like a guannv.ng are left out of the Ordinance altogether
and ‘;he c¢onditions under which mining can be carried on
are liable to Regulations alterable at the diaoration‘
of the Oover-nor at any time.

We have great confidence in the present Goverhor
a8 we «now him to have had _revious experience in
mining countriée, but it will not always be so and .
such important mat.tex;s should net be left to chance.

We are convinced that no Mining Bngineer of any
repute would ‘récomménd the financing of mining ventures
in Kenya under these éircumstances. The.first seential
moessl‘ry:‘_tjvencnui‘age investment of capital is securify
of co;lditions supported by law.

2. The drafting of the Ordinance is so loose and the
definitions of the terms used in it so bad, that we
Consid‘e‘r it obvious that no technical man could have
had ;an.yfgk;;lng to .do-with it. It is also so full of
anomalies, oving‘%o itey bsing made up of parts taken

fron Ordimnca designed for totully different conditions




Govennment could not do better in the'b!l-‘nt enarge ay
than ;ony &he Mintug Law of Southern Rhodeuia which was
deaigned fir exactly similar conditions and which has
proved quite aanisfacnory in practice. As the mining
here is not yet on e firm footing, we would'suggest
that for the first few years at any rate the Governor
be empowered to reduce the royalties, working conditions
etc..in that law to any extent he may cousider it )
desirable.

We know that the Rhodesian Law is not by any {
means perfect and might perhape be improved if the
extra lateral rights were cut out, but it is eminently
workable and a law in which people at home have confie-
dence .

It is not only because of the urgent necessity for
the introduction of a pruétical Mining Law_ayuonqeﬁ?but
we believe that in the absence .of tecgnicgl advisers 1£
is .impossible for our legislators to make a good COrdinance,
we urge the adeption of & satisfactory law from another
country as the ohiy couxrde open to us.

We have the honour to be, Sir,

Yours faithfully,

(Signed by. F.H.Lathbury and others
Members of a Committee of The Mining
Association of Kenya - see .®African
Industries® 13th Septemher 1924
“pe. 135}
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