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sir.'
Referring to my conversation with Mr Bottomley on the

aoqn inat.on. the subject of tea eultivation in Kenya Colony, I have

the Honour to bring the followimg to your notice for your consideration

The consumption of tea throughout the world having
inorouod grea.tly since the yar partly due,no ﬂoubt. t.o the presence
bt Br.ttiah Aroops in many count.ries where previously tea drinking was
motio&lly unknown,and, in case of the United Stateé of America,to the
lu'.y mr of visitors to this country both during and since the war
having loqulred the tea habit,there is every‘indication that,unless
production can be increased,there 1s likely to be a sho;‘tage of tea
on the market in the near future.

In this connectlon the figures quoted below,and supplied

by the Segretary of the Indian Tea Association,will be of interest.

But for the fact that Russia,which in 1914 imported from
~thiB country 146 million 1bs of tea,last yean imported only 18 million.
'1ba s the . domnnd would now. have exceeded the aupply as the total output g1

ot hn was 20 million lbe. legs in 1923 than in 1914,




1924,

mpum of Tea into Great Bru.umx 374, 48‘ ;235 1be. 457, 199,253 1bs.
id-
Impoi-,u of Tea into U.S.A.& Canada: 127,605,924 " . 136,2@4,129 *

Exports off§fea to Russia 146,000,000 “ . 18,000,000 * ..
’Exports of ‘Tea to Other Qountries: 118,000,000 ™ . 134,000,000 " .

Total Output of Tea: 766,000,000 '* . 746,000,000 " . 1

'1

Prohibition in America is no doubt affecting the demand fqr
tea in that country,and it 1s more than likely that the increase of 10
mulion 1bs in |9é3 over 1914 1is only the beginning of the upward move-
ment .

The present tea producing countries,India and Ceylon,cannot
be niijed upon for any great increase in product.ion.'l‘he available land
suitable for tea cultivation in Ceylon has all been taken up,and Indi&‘, »
in that respeect,is pragtically in the same position.

Under these ¢ircumstances,and if the supply of tea 1s to be
brought into line with the rapidly growing demand,other fields for grow:
ing the commodity will have to be found.

Recent snquiries which I have made into the conditions prew. .
valling in llnyl Colony point to there being in that country a rleld
fﬂvoumbh to tea oultivation.

'

; - /Before, ho"v-r,mnh large amounts of capital required to
[ :
dm:loy m estates to the point of remunération could be invited into
: ag;.m the wm,;uhﬂmu,trmport and labour,would m" :

'W‘P" mmm ‘on the spot by W@( moronsm.;
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o planted and mt.x-onea from 1th uunms;
the most uﬁumm-mx astates in Assan, that of TH6 Bor
Tes, 00,Ltd. ,¥hose Agents 1n mm.m.u Geo. W11 tamson & to, 1; »
xmmnhu stuet.n.c,; Wil anyer any questiond in regard to my 'I‘
osinramoo and sonoru fitnees to, cnnﬂnot ‘the -u&puud :.uvn:muu-'
in Kenya Uslony. !

L Bhould the susgestion meet with your upproval I shall be .
"W -t any time to ‘d1scuss the matter por-om.uy.

/

4

I hnvo t.he honour t-o be 81:-

g Your obodi.nt aorvut..
















