Dare

3rd July 1928,

REPORT ON DISTRICT OF KITUI,

Submits - following on his personal visit,

K¢ took the eppertunity to discuss various matters
j Akamb
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I have the honour to inform you that ir the course
of last month I visited the District of Kitui,

The Kitui Reserve extends over an area of 5,770
square. hu” ‘and nas a pepulation of approximately 115,000,
tire lcrto‘ ‘wh{prity of whom are Akamba,

/ﬁm District is a somewhat remote one and is for

the u_c\ iurt & large expanse of bare and uncultivated
plnn.. '

\: "1 vl-lim’omd that no visit had been paid to
xaux »Jytm &% Government since tne time of Sir
charlu Elfot. &

2. The Chief Native Cmﬁfhmer and the Senior
Cormissioner of the Province accompanied me,

I was much struck Ly the welcome given us by the
natives who lined the road for over & mile and had assembled
m\u@o numbers from the surrounding Districts, Yeny of
ﬁ"‘ Indian Dukas and native nuts ..a¢ put out some form of
decoration,

Ngomas, ‘dances) of w.jon luese peoie are very

fond, were being neld and my vie.: was ce.ef:ry

ted as a
publie noliday.
3. 1l held a Yery .ar-e.v atte: ied Baraza a: whn:, ) ¢
explained to . e People . e pos.tig 0 tne Native Couneil

and the assista: e w.1c jover: e ped to receive from

1t newers.
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The subjects discussed were almost entirely local and
the people seemed to have few or no grievances. There
was a demand for more grazing for their cattle,

The Akamba admitted the Yatta Plains were Crown Lands
and that they had no right to graze their cattle on them
but they asked that they might be allowed to do so on paymer
which they stated they were quite willing and able to make.

’ I have already written to you at length on the subject
L

; the grl.zing of cattle by this tribe on the Yatu Plains
A Cy max deoputen Wo,LG! of the 234 Gbel 915 [ atter
: %(c”‘f" ¢ oensultation with the Administrative Officers I decided that
. r\,/’ " further grazing showld te given to the Kitul akamba on the
‘PYlttl or payment by them of & nominal sum of 50 cents per
annum for each animal - (I understand trat they offered to
pay 81.2/6 or more).- I considered tiat a nominal fee only
should be charged and with n view to ua.king it clear to the
People tuat Uovernment did not recognilt ady right on their
part to ebtain this plnu.x-t
The proceeds of this rate lwn.l be devoted to speaial
' D186 of
AcpBrt ofJ¥¥terinary measures and, if possible, to the establ ishment
::hn of a Ghee factory in this reserve,

I alse impressed upon the people tre importance of
dispesing of sirplus animals and of getting rid ;f their
inferfor cattle,

They agreed that such a course was desirable tut in
many ceses they were hampered by native custors as for
example, tne necessity for repayment of dowry bv the return
of tie animals originally obtained,

A Veterinary Survey is now teir, made of tne cattle
ir. tre adjolning Akarba area of lMacuakos and it is rioped to
exterd t.ls to the Kitui district; when this ie couplete 1t

wlll te possib.e to settle Or an econowlc policy for the

cattle of tiis tribe and arrive at an estimate of the

quantity which sh“za s @
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should be retained and culled. v
4. 200 men fram this District were cempulsorily recruited
for work on the Railway in relsying the main line. I made
irnqu'iriu “.‘i‘?\. "haihcr ’ny complaints hu:o;on received

from the peoplp. " @
I was informed by the Acting Diasrict Coummise foner

that the only representations on the suybject made to him

were by a large body of old men who appeared &t the Boma

d stated that their women wpuld pet work for them in the
Shambas all the young mén Gad been called out for work on
the klu".y. The District Commissioner tuen summoned &
Baraza mt which he invited the women to be present and
stated their vmtn-. The women appeared and explained that
the actien taken by them was due te the appeal made to them
by the youn, girls whe complained that they were deprived
of their dancing partners at the Ngomas by the young men
belng teken to work on tue Railway. It was pointed out
to them that the men only werked for 60 days and then ‘
returned to their nomes and the elder woen expressed their
opinion that it wes very desipgble that the young men should
be made to work. They then re£unud to work on their
husbend's shambas and no further complaints have reached

the District Commisaicher,
A LonY

At the commencemént of tie work on tne Rallway tre
Akamta, who are a n\o‘t.o'r.launly volatile and excitable people,
deserted in some aunkers. I was infcormed tv the District
Commissioner tiat the greater part nad row returned to work
without tne necessity for an: prosecutions and tnat having
got used to the task required o tnem have settled down
quite happily and trat tuere 1s now no difficulty in sec .ri:,
labour for tne Railway.

6. It 1s to this District that Mr, Linfield refers in
his Memorandum attacied to tne Report of tie Fast Africa

Commission, where re q.uotes ae follows from a corriunication

subnitted.® . .
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submitted to the Commission:

"You may travel through the length and breadth of
®Kitui Reserve and you will fail to find any
®enterprise, building or structure of any sort
®which Goverrment has provided at the cost of
*more than & few sovereigns for the direct
"benefit of the natives. The place was little
“better than a wilderness when I first knew it

"28 years ago and it remains a wilderness today

"as far as our efforts are cqnegrnod. If we
®left that district tomorrow fh. only permsnent
®evidence of our occupation would be the buildings|
"we have erected for the use of our tax-collecting
*Staff., .* :

There was undoubdedly considerable justification for
this statement but it muet be remembered that the benefits
of Government canndt by estizated only in buildings er
u‘)ttutun-. A very ru.l ln‘ lutin‘ benefit has been

derived by this District tﬂn the mqmmtion ot Gq:ermna@g
in the life of 1ita peopla. ‘

There wes frobably me District in the countwy in: i:ion |
'nd-onft was more rife. The Akamba of Kitui ver'e l,w
the m .f ‘the Witeh Dootor and their ordinary outlook on
1ife was very largely a mixture of dread as to what might
happen to them from the machinations of an enemy and andicty
te .1-\ the fate which they believed fell on all those upon
whom spells had been cast,

At one time movement in this District was confined almost
entirely to a very limited ares around the village.

¥o man weuld have ventured to sleep away from his own
collection of hute and no journey would have been undertaken
exsept in company yith several othétrs of the tribve.

Raids from the Kikuyu and Mmsai were frequent.

The British Gevernment by its administration and policing
of this Distriot has removed thesa fears toa vc}: (et

" - 2
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considoradle extent; wholly as regards the dread of attack
from a neighbouring tribe and very considerably in respect
of the powers of the witech doctor, The people can now go
about their ordinary avooations in security and content.
Purther, one of the principel vices of this tribe was
drink, and it was to put a stop to the very large con-
sunption of Tembo in this Dinrict that the Sugar Ordinance

: ‘u No. 31 of 1923 was introduced - rido my despatch No,l072
P
Of the . X W\i )71

In spite of & period of drought the Chiefs and people

informed me that there was plenty of money in the distriet;
“iom
and before the Committee appointed to inquiro into the o
A
Qrk!.ng of the Bugar urdinance the Jhiefs gave evidence tq :

the same effect and said that everyone now had money as
thoy were no longer spending it 'on drh&l.( lﬁi dress,

ornements, and general physical nppou‘tnot,k! the people
et f

‘!’here m undoubtedly been a considerable moral and
-oé% :npmw throughout this district during the past
few years Frek the introduetion of legislation and its

fully bore out these statements.

effective administration to the imuense benefit of these
People,
6. The fact, however, remains that in many directions
further uvovernment effort is urgently needed, Therd is a
Dispensary in charge of an Indian Dispenser at which there
was an attendance of 6,785 in 1924 and it is evident tne
people are quite willing to obtain medical treatment,
There is urgent need for a Buropean Medical ufficer.
Provision wae made for one in the Estimates of 1985 but it
has not yet been possible to fill this post, The present
hospital is a miserable shed. A site for a new hospital
has been selected and as you will see from the enclosure
k G 0 oy dadspatah No.$23 of the 13k /9‘“/7 re Medical Services
H‘j&T‘ in 19367_proper medical provieion for this District will, it

Py 3 ’l‘
PO is....
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is hoped, be provided next year.

There is a Gncryncnt school but it needs considerable
extension and I am tn.itng steps for the provision of
industrial work and imcrélsed staff.

e Much has be#n done in the way of roads throughout the
District with the help ef N natives and it is hoped next
year that further Provision may be made by Government in
the way of bridges q;&*nuifertl.

The principal I“ t;f this district, however, is the
provision of irrigation for the vast areas of open plains.
If water can be provided there is no reason why this
District should not produce large quantities of cotton,

__sisel and foodstuffs.

8, I have addressed you by # despatch No. 784 of the
134" ‘l‘“l 'with regard to the proviaiun of an irrigetion
‘W‘H. of the arems whiich will receive his
", tion is that of the Yatta Plains ir the

Kitui mnr;,b 4 174 ',—

9. A Propg sl has recently been made by representativdé

of the Dwa S_iual Company to extend tue ligut railway now
connectiﬂ, their Estate near Kibwezi wit. tre Uganda Railway
to the Kitui District in order to tep the trade and
agricultural produce of tnat area,
10. The Senior Commissioner, Mr. Traill, has 8now. xiéat
htp”at in the development of this taciward distriot and
Mr. J H.B, Murphy who is temporarily i c.arre and has !eer
for some time 1. tie Reserve ie dis;layir, cow.endalle
energy and zeal in 1ts prooress.

I have the nanour to te,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humile servant,

o |
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