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5 KENYA, ' GOVERNMENT HOUSE?
No.108. \ NAIROBI.
KENYA
CONFIDENTIAL.
10th July, 1925.
s The
sir, ol
o I have tne honour to refer to your egram of

&
(b 8

r\w’
7S

1st May on the subject of the Kenya=-Abyd
East of Lake Rudolf and to inform you, chn.k
ing Mr. Arnold Hodson, His Majesty's Consul for South

West Ahyuinin, the Acting Governor haa formed the opinion

that it is u@dnlir.hiu at any rate at the present time to
press for thn ‘re:lign.nent of this boundary as he considers -
that attention ahot\x;d be concentrated on the more
important mgtera of the final settlement of the Sudan
Abyssinign Boundary to the West and North West of Lake
Rudolf and the institution on both sides thereof of
effectije administration.

2. You were recently addressed on thege subjects
in my despatch (Confidential) No.70 of the 21lst of May
{in which I reported the occurrence of two raids by
Dabossa tribesmen. I take this opportunity of mentioning

the following incidents which have been related, among

_others, by Mr. Hodson as indicative of the lawlessness

and lack of control which exists amongst the tribes
inhabiting the country North and North West of Lake
Rudolf.

(1). 1In early 1924 a strong party of Gallaba tribesmen
(Abyssinian subjects) penetrated n- far South as the River
Turkwell capturing many head of -)tuk ui kuun‘ numerous
Turkana utivu: -

mnonom‘nm , . i Al
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(11). sShortly after this, Kenyazmatch Laku, having
been sent on a official mission by the Gov:emor of Maji
Province and having been entertained as the guest of the
King's African Rifles officers stationed at Kakumaf, left
in secret and met 60 armed Abyssinian riflemen with whom
he then proceeded brutally to murder mrw Turkana natives,
escaping with large herds of looted atpé:k into Abyssinian -~

Territory.

(ii1). On two occasions this year Mr.

runners have been murdered between Maji and : ¥
Y

Gallgba tribesmen and important letters have beem 168t. 4

Major C.H.Fowle, M.C., 3rd King's African Rifl.u.ir v
has reported that on a recent toufk 4n Turkana he saw the
skulle and bones of women and children who were killed by
raiders of-the Marille (Abyssinian) tribe in the Labur
Mountains (Turkana) in July 1924. He is of opinion that
these victims were killed in their huts.

Information is now to hand that vié:fim of the
raids reported in my daspntch’under reference were as
follows. First raid:killed 10 men 96 women and children:
wounded 41 women and children: Losces in cattle 2000,
Second raid: Killed 5 men, 3 women and 17 children.

Lieut. McConnell personally counted thoATurkm
dead. after the first raid and Major Fowle saw the wounded
women and children numbering 41 inm the KAKUMA hospital:
the youngest wounded was & child of about two years old.
The Inspector General, King's African Rifles, during his
ingpection at KAKUMA last year also saw these wounded, and
could give first hand evidence of their conditiom.

3. Your despatch (Confidential) of the 27th May has
now been received and I may state that this Govermment

views with much gratitude the steps taken to obtain &
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as evinced from the enclosure addressed to the Under
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs: I am instructed
to convey to you an expression of the Acting Governor's
thanks for your action in thie matter.

4. I annex a copy of Mr. A.rﬁold Hodson's letter
(confidential) of 2nd April and am desired by the Acting .

'w: g Governor to state that he is in entire agre with

Mr. Hodson 1‘n his contention that dipl
would be preferable to the appointment of by tsion,
and he will be grateful if representations are made by
you to this effect.

It is hoped that the present negotiatioms will .- d

prove to be the beginning of the end of the d}lord:!'a
such as I have given examples of sbove; I venture to.
repeat that they are enabled solely by lack of t‘ﬁh’?ltr‘-
tion beyond the berders of this Colony and that there can
be no end to this murder and rapine until fife spheres of
nnminiatr_ation of the Sudan and Abyssinia have been
, defined and eftec!.iyely occupied.
I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

“ i e
/ R O S

z <

GOVERNOR'S DEPUTY.




BRITISH CONSURATE, .
NEAJT,

ONFIDENTIAL. 8.¥.ETHIOPIA.
' 2nd Aprii, 1925.-
8ir,

I have the homour to acknowledge the r’ulptof
your despatch Ne,A 539/V1/43 dated the 23rd of D
last, {

1 have the honour to refer you to my d4#
addressed to His Britarnic hajesty's Minister, Mdis
Ababa, dated the 28th of October 1923, a copy of which ws i
forwerded te you,I can only reiterate what. I have

“ memtioned befere,
I am firmly of opinion that . Bomﬂlry :
.~ Owmmission in its ordinary mqtd iomd be a

misteke.If the Abyssinien' er ﬂqr arrlnd. whtd is

" Yof of valuabie time and money ﬁéi luhd.

Even if there was & reanm‘by ﬁyuinhn
amongst them he would be far too frightened te acoede
to amy of our requests, for if he did he wouid know
vofy well that he would afetrwards be accused of
having sold the muntry to the British.

The only sodution I cam suggest is that the
Foreign Office by diplomatic force the Abyssinian

Government to sign a document saying that the boundary
in the South-West is s0o and eo.

B, B, DENHAM , E8Q. , C,M.G,
oto., ¥ ot‘n,. ete.,

Vit | . :.;‘ L o
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Jaid

e line we require is weili known te the
different Governments concerned and I inciude that it
is outside the Province of théé despatch for me teo
@0 inte it in detail,

If the Abyssinian Gevermment sign this document
then a commigsien could be appointed to deliminate

" it exactly and erect beacons where mdess'ni‘j

of t.ho(hurdo@, is perfectiy clear and disti <N
of all we have the natural boundary formed by
Akobo River. The next piece wouid have to be beaconedd
i.e.from Lelile to Kutul Berine lits,This leaves-the

congpicuous mountain groupes of Boma and ieine well in -

our territery .JFrom Kutul Berine to Temadur Mt.it
would , perhaps, be advisable to erect a couple ef
beacens. Between Temadur Lt.ard Tid amother beacon
or two ,From Tid Mt,to the Kibish River we shouid
require several beacons. Thence the boundary ¥ans
down the Kibish river to Sanderson's Gulf,As the -
river beoomﬁ indistinet towards the end this would
have te be carefully deliminated.It is of importance
as marking the line between the Gellaba and the
Turkana,

The commission could then cross over te
the Last side of Ridolf and erect one large beacon
t.o‘ denote the boudary on the shores of the Lake.

I cannot understand why it is thought
necessary for the Cemmissien to proceed any further,
The boundary between here and the Juba has beem
ratified bylenelik, It is perfectly well known te
the Abyssinians and has been beaconed in parts,
anyhow enough te satisfy any legal quibbles which
miBht arise .I have actually truquod from the J\h

Ju&xumxt% >

i i
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difficult country, quite wateriess, to the Southeren e
end of Lake Stefanie. En passant this is nmot & Lake
new but a puddie. The oid lake bed is quite distinct
however. From here the line runs through Burrchume Mt.
miMﬁo Gaiia language Weans a chair, Just North
of this there is an Abyssinian viilage on the topf
of Hichenni. Frem Burrchums the line is quite ¢

being marked by conspicuous recks such as J
Kekuiia e'c., tiil Furroii Mt.is reached .Tnis"
muntain is = congpicuous and striking that it is
distinctay seen from Burrchuma. Passing on from
Furreli the boundary is weii known te Reka Hill just
beiew Gaddadums .The questien of the Gurrar Wells is
doubtful.Ve-have always claimed them and in this
case possession is nine-tenths of the law, Iffthe
Abyssinians dispute this let us put the emus on’them
to prove their case,The next mountain on the-border
Kuffele is quite clear.From here to the Daua River
At 1e ndmi.ttod the boundary is vague and indefimte.
It io wateriess track and it is a questien for your
Government to decide whether it is worth the troubse
te beacon it.Thd particur-ar piece of the boundary
has given us very lLittle trouhle as there is mo
Abysuimm settiement in the neighbourhood , with the
exception of the post at Gaddadums, .Vhen the Daua is
reached the boundary is perfectly clear as it
follows the river.

My main reason why I do not want to
ses the question of the Soubthern boundary re-
-.dhhll is that hyllro is in Mﬁi&@ terrtery.
0f that there is ™ ‘shadow of doubt.If an Abyesinien |
n-iuhp en M wmw»m mum om

ot “ﬂ
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would put us in a very sskward position as we
could never under any possible circumstances
give up this famus outpost.I am sure you will
understand these remarks refer to the proposal
to delineate the pregegtboundary. If it is
determined to alierthe boundary, =0 desirable
in many pl aces , the whole question comes under

a different categpry.

In the former case my advice
to let sleeping dogs lie.

Retwmning to the South-Western boundary
I &m convinced in my own mind that the Abyssinian
Government do not want to see it defined. fhe_
present position suike them well aa it affords en
§fifuge. & very inadequate one I think, for their
constant raids.] notice in the Foreign Office
despatch Ne.E,7680/363/1 date mot inserted _in ny
copy that Ras Taffari stated it was difficult to
wscertair whether violation of the frontier really

' occurred because it has not been properly del iminated

If I may say eo without lese majests I imagine His
Imperiel Highness had a twinkie in his eye vnen he
made this remark.

1f & commigsion is appointed I would suggest :e

(1) That the members meet at the ikobo Post
on a specified date to be decided by the Gevermor -
General of the Sudan.

(2~ That the personnel consist of :-
One officer from the Sudan ,Kenya and Uganda .One
qualified Surveyor. One Nedical Officer and His '
Najesty's Consul for 8.W.Abyssinie who would act as
interpreter.

(3) That the f.nlqort uuht of donkeys.

(4) That mm« -nlioshm.
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water-tanks etc., be cgrofully worked out beforehand
bearing in mind that lightness and compact loads are
an essential thing owing to the terrain. His Majestyls
- Consul would have his own transport and persormel .
(5) That if the commission is proceeding to the
East of Rudolf the donkeys be exchanged for camels.
(6) That & month would have to be chogen when the
long graes has been burnt on the Akobo River pably
January would be the best mnth. ;
’ (7) That the Abyssinian members of the oo fslon
(. it they arrive, and heving arrived if they will face
- the Akobo Niver which they dread, proceed with His
_ Majesty's Consul to the meeting place. S
S In conclusion I warn the different cqmnh
¥ : ; uncmnd that-the Abyssinian menber s would. wa
run out of food after & oouplo of noh.'nuy 'bnld h.t
o water-tenks and in this ro:'poct be a muisance.
It is the Abyssinian custom vhen travelling¥o seize
from the local natives what they want, There boin&

m natives in most places on the border thoy would be

unable to do this. PANEA L

L]

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient, bmmble servant,
Sgl/ Arnold Hodson.
H. M. CONSUL.
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Dowmng Street,

Q, August, 1925.

Nowhs
J; MM L‘?g? g 8ir, ‘ g

ur . Shuckburgh. U g\ With reference to your letter |

( 22007|u . No.J1265/314/1 of the l4th May and con-
oot & 1
i S Masiaow Bl XN nected correspondencel'r‘alati‘ to the
My (yrmsby-Gore. %\' \3 ,“94",3 i ¥ |
i Amery. ¥ Ademrutxon of the front

) 3 aud At Cim Ry g a.,) e

ly'” Abyuinial Sudan andZKenyu. I am direc-

DRAFT. 4\

ted by Mr. Secretary Amery to transmit
s U, 5. of State,

%reign Office. to you, to be laid before Mr. Secretary

Chamberlain, the accompanying copy of a 1

¥

0

N
\va despatchA{rom the 0fficer Administering
\! 2

in which 18 enclosed a copy of a letter

from His Majesty's Consul at Maji.
2. ln view of what 18 stated in
i ’
paragrach 1 of # despatch, and in the

enclosure, Mr. Chaﬁborlain will, no

doubt, agree that the question of the

doliniutiondrﬁ the Kenym -Abynmh’!

S5 e Wum& ;aism.d for 4he




-beb'een Sudn.n and Abyuinia.

_ tho,t no further wt: n ned.bcﬂm«.
-

a reply has. been rscoued to the d.lﬁtah

| addtoued to Hié lh;enty s Chargé dAffaires
) L anlka /3

‘at Addis Abab?/ & copy of whxch[encloued in
Jyour letter referred to above ..
=~

1 am, etc.,

A »

)MT Adle.

for Under Secretary of State,




