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I aJL; the features of Tillage life with a population generally 
denser than that of an ordinary Tillage and while closely 
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Iparte of Africa aa based on tribal custom and in accord 
v/itil native usage can only have a very prejudicial effect | 
in dealing with the evil.

Cattle theft stands in a class by its'elf amongst 
d^riinesv As the Chief Native Goiamisaioner points out in 
a report - .SKtracts from which are enclosed - "to a
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iifi’tW g»ble, k^Vtlie-^^deir se^rns.-^d the plandi-fEr,'.''''’’

wilVWhgt'feats,

^t"4h heii>s^.^'aiv et-.ery^way,to ;iaYer ^trao^

V.-, 't'f poVntso^h'rther’-’,;
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^ . Kaffraria:^i;Jlj^''^^fteB|^l^olleaVi.yf'punlsbonent is. '

. found in-tte;,le’eislatton;;pf'inany .otihi^r'countyles. ;'

,- which ceitaialy ^ W

ceearded-^s^eAjeying settled poriaitlons"- the PsVltiYei ' ■* '
■' , 1' H, -.b!y • ■<,. i-fi V,
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IIuiBipoeltion of a- tfe to cover the coat of police Imposed 
on a village or area in Tdjioh, tiiertf has been on

■'4,undiscovered crime.

I will not deal’ further here with this side of5.

tile question - it io fully and clearly set out in the 
‘Chief Native Cornniiesioner's meinorandum.

I would however point out ^vith regard to the6 4
IIcase under reference that the penalty appears;X

’ ’to h^ve been regarded as just by the natives as shown *

by their failure' to appeal and by the absclute silence 
on the subject of those tribal elders out of whose hands

a
I

the fine for tribal mlaSemeanour has probably been paid.
IThe Resident Coiranissioner, Kitale, furtiier has reported

that "there is little or no doubt in ray mind but that r;
at

the guilty party could be brought forward and i3/(pre'sent
iSi



.,£:vi mm 
. ,'^'4&-""‘"'^:

S'

IJ!*. • , •^i.

on the farm. It is significant that no attempt has been 
made hy the Kitoah squattera to aecuse''ai?7 squatters of 
dther tribes living on the jt£trm^''but only,to accuse each
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■'-■ - the hniiaole-wou\

puaceedinga teopld not be under stood by the natl*7^
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Commissioner *o tried the case and I propose that It 
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EXTRACT mOU HON .ACTING CHIEE COMHISSlbilER’S ?
IG^ORAiro^ NO,A.25/4/l3A,2;0F/,^^:3rd'J^ i925.
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"i^sfeiiiisaiisisi
#< ‘ri ‘ '%i'Afeir6>':hB!pdf'i&®ri'Tafe. "By’ilie El'd.a;p.B, ■fajia7B-/ft?i!'i"sibn gi-frfea' '’- ' ■'
''' ,v:'>^;v‘V ’’'V ' ' ■ -iv-.

■ ..■■, '.f'S ‘ 3. . In d'ealing" with stock-theft we find ourselves in the ■ ^
,'■ ifape of similar. ^t.ernatlTes. Either our ovm Police and 
’ ('court’s must find'a remedy'fpr.^t^e hOjder problems of inter- 
/'faci^ contact, or we shalf‘'frrfa..'irregular tribunal 

.'.t .established, as the only alternhtive to armed reprisals. To ' 
’ a. native theft of stock le no more theft than it was to the 

border raiders of. our own history. Successful loot is 
highly laudable. Life and liberty is cheerfully staked,in , »

~ the gamble,»apd the raider returns amid the plaudits of the ?' 
oommunity which will benefit by his feats, and which helps;, ' 
him ip every way to cover his tracks. To avoid continual .,' 
reprisals between European and native we; find the law of 
"spoor" already established In 1858, (Kaffir Law and Custom 
1858) in British Kaffraria, and accepted everywhere in mope 
recently acquired Colonies as an extension of tribal law , ;
and inter-tribal and inter-raoial disputes, much, as we shpuldg 
recognise the Justice of the appll,cation of our own meth^siy;
^^ worldVpowere.
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