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DEVELOPMENT OF WIRELESS COMUUNICATIONS,

. Refers to recommendations of E.A,Commn.,
and trs. -copies of corres with Uganda, T.T,'and
the Postmaster General, relating to inter-state
communication, Will report further after dis-
cussion at Governors!' Conference.
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ERNMENT H%USE
\
L NAlROBI

- - KeNYA
A ¢ ‘. 12th November, 1925,
v
50 Qe
337
8ir, T

(.Q With reference to your despatch No, 871
aspatat- %o QW // of the 8th September, relative to pages 126-127
‘01‘ Uganda of the Report of the East Africa anmisaion with
regard to the development of wireless commun#on—
tion in East Africa, I have the honour to
tfansmit copies of the wgix;ally noted %o‘rru-
pondence upon ths /subject,

2. It nll be sgen that this Government.
has been in communication with the Governments
of Uganda and the Tanganyika Territory with
regard to an inter-state scl}me of wireless
telégr&ptw and with particular reference to_ the
diapoeal‘ of three 1} Kilowat Marconi Standard
Wireless ‘Sets which are lying in sto_e in Nairobi,

3. The subject is one which it is proposed
to place upon the Agenda of the forthcoming
Governor's Conference and a further commnication
will be addressed to you in the matter after that

discussion,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

/
- /»(- /’CL/W'“ ’
-
; : GOVERNOR'S DEFUTY,
RIGHT HONOURABLE e
LIEUTENANT COLONEL %.C.M,S,AMERY, P.C,, M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
" 'DowNING STREET,. .
LONDON, 8. V. '




" to recoumend it.
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& 4 4
With refererke to Your Excellency's despateh

Bir,

No.7166 of the SOth October, and to the question %&n
Inter-State Wireless Scheme, I have the,honour to state
that this Government has in store in Fairobi three 13
Kilowat Marconi -Standard Wireless sets in consequence’
of the curtailment of the wireless scheme for the
Northern Frontier District in connaction witrh 'hi
they were obtained,
585 Both the Postmaster General and therbffi#er

4 i

Con

mg\Trcops -are of opinion that the 1de&l u.se to

_vhiﬂ?"’%hese Bpare natione could be put, 15 the establiel
"‘nept q{ an Inter-Btgte wi;celeas mteu J.inkxng up

Da.r -es-Balaam, Na.irobi lntebbe a.nd»probably the Budan
through its Mngnna Station. In ih‘p._litieal and

at;-ategical aspects such & scheme appears to have much

3. The Tirst cost of %he spare Sta ions aieragee:
approximately £2600 etich ‘and’ with ‘an additional
expeﬁdi?ure of say £506 on supplementary gear these
Btationsiﬁormally would be sufficiently powerful to
maintain direct Inter-Station communication and a
guarantee to that effect could be given, J

4. It is understood that the East African
Parliamentary Commission interesred itself in the
question of the extended use of wireless in this
Colony, the Uganda Protectorate amd the Tanganyika
Territory and it appears adviuéble therefore to await
the Conmiaaion's Reports before anything definite is

undertaken.

X{CELLENCY
'HE ACTING GOYIR!’O

ueum momroum.



arrangements oould be mde which vould be adun@geoua }
o to Your lxcelleacy's Govemnent.
s 7 The Uo'yernnont of thp ‘!‘angmﬁks Territory
+-has also bien approached in the matter pf an Inter-

. :ﬁ b A8 « Cakg
o R e % +




I have the honour to “kno-tubdso‘"'ﬂw
receipt of Your Excellency's despatches, Nos.S/B.
10707/8/9 and 10707/9/14 of the 17th March and
18t July respectively, regarding khe establishuent

. of an Inter-State Wireless systen.

2. In 80 far as toig Prctcctorato is concerncd
- it is not éléar that the advantages wnich would be
B et dn;tm m comnsmu with tne expense involved,
2] and‘I regret I am not prepared at present to-
\ﬂ’ﬂm mt Dg-.nm) slquld participate in: the |

I m the honour to bo. »
4 SRR ""'f‘ sir,
SN You:' wﬁzmcy-s most _obedhent sorvm.

(s‘a) W.F, GOWERS.
GOVERNOR.

18 mmw THE GOVERNOR, =~
mmummmmnoxm
NAIROBI.




B
dsaputon No.486/118 of the asen July, paragrapn 8,
relative 1o & Suggestion mude that wireless

mr

Semanieation should be adopted ae an alternative $o

'M“Wunuq_t'uvu-nn‘uuq idne,
lhnmln-oubmnlhtﬂulwmhu

eStablishment of an Inter-State wireless ayetem |

umqnwwuu.nummmum"

the Sudan through 1ts Nongails Station. In s

$a)i%ionl and strategionl aspests such o sobome aypears

hmmsorm“.

3. fThe firet Sost of the spare Stations ivmp.

SPproximately 43000 eash and with an additsonal
mm«-’m-mmmu
Btations nommally would be suffiotentiy powerful to
maintuin unu Inter-Station semsunication and e
Guarantes 4o Shat offest could be given.




Question of m uw use of- urnm .ln ilh :
Colony, the Ugsnas Protectorats and the I‘w ¢
7"!'1\0!7 and it appears advigable therefore to await
“the Commiseion's Reports before anything definite is
undertaken. The results of certain experiments in
transmission ang reception which are being carried
out between the Mombase und Khartoum Stations will
@180 be of material interest,

5.  Apart, however, from the general question of
&n Inter-State Vireless Scheme Fepresentations have
been made by the Association of the Kast Aﬁlonn
Chambers of Commerce requesting the re-opening of the
Mmt tn*wh&o line between Mombass and Tange and
the mnttuon has been informed that the okd imilisasy
oon§ lun. was olosely surveyed some time ago wnd that,
48 8.result, 1t has been decided that the copt of
v:"mtmoﬂnc and -ubuqucntl.v maintaining it woul.d
© not be warrented in view of the fagt thut there is u

alternative land line route available.

6. _ The question of utilising the old coust line -
was last considered in 1923, and auring the negotiations
'h{“ nsued it was prop d that a system of wireless

communication should be adopted as an alternative to
restoring thie line and it was Buggested that one of
the spare wiseless sets under reference might be
utilised. The proposal made was not favourably

" Feteived by the Tanganyika Territory Goverament and

it was stated ;;n the wireless set in question would
Dot be sufficiently powerful. The matter then dropped
&8 1t had been decided .tp retain the Voi<Kahe line.

: A



v e thas sy mu of E1rde opamntonts
2 b R e e

m‘l, ; '_;W"&'&""“"l“
cm has lqth h«n ‘raised Your ln‘&uq'n Govera-
ment may wish to reconsider in tat uunuu-. the
establishment of a wireless station at Durees-Salasm
in which case there appears to be no retson why n
should not proceed independently of the x-tu»-n-c.

Scheme outlined above,

Sir Horage M“ in uu wus elearly under
s mmqum in Delieving that the evte avasbadie
would not be luﬂ'ntutz.y powerful for communication
Detween Dar-eb~Balaam and Mombasa or Nuirebi, for,
mwm“uny owuntuo at a
relatively small \uﬁ . these stations ure sapable u‘

maintaining u-uu;u communication over much I-Qn

unum- than those hnnau sy of the potnu numed. :
As u instunce of the gom sha’ Supacity of these sets
1 q' mention thst the Mombass 4 Zansibar cable is
m at the mament and that diverted traffic is being
lmoufnuy dealt with by the )u;-ou'c wireless
stationa,

8. 1 should be grateful o receive an expressior
of Your Emcellensy's views upon ‘both tho\quuuon of ax
Inter-state Scheme and the conwiderations raised in
bapagraphs 6 - 7 of this despatoh, wnd I have little
doubt that financial arrangements would be made which
would be m-am %o Your Excellency's Gwom-nt.

The Government of Ugands has been approashed
in the matter Of the Inter-State Soheme.

& Bave the honour to be,
: 8ir,

,M mm—w- most obedient servant,

“54' 4&4::
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With reference to Hr. Korﬂ*‘n despat
No.8/B,10707/8/10 of the 17tn March, w @
Suggestion that wireless ummm
adopted between Kemya and Tanganyika Territoey:
‘I am directed by His Excellency to
uu«orm rm mm- :

, e &t Present in mnm :
&m»mmu routes.

I hvv‘cgtnt mnr %o be,

'?m mdi ent servant,

CHIEF SECETARY,

T
mo'ncrdmn OF KENYA,
NAIRODBI,



The Hononrab&o 1 006
The Coloniel Secretary,

M
Baedrobs, ¢
R3: WIRZLASS & OHS - INTIR-S : SOHEMS, ﬁ
of: your No. B.10707/9/16 of 4 July.

'

g,

As Tengenyiks'e reply was dup oh.i pﬂd to

“ the regeipt by it of tha. mmm' B Yeport, tgp ‘Govern-
ment B4y possidly be uqud o nouq a.*fQU

‘M womon of oroou& :

of the Bﬁ\h Jnnlnry

1 woud, therofors, suggest that Tancanyih ﬁ

askod u. a8 a nlnlt of the Muma ] raport the
question of o-tabluhug a utnuon at Dur-os-al;l.uu is under.

gonsidoration and, ir 80, that it may be noted thgt thin
Govermment hag

in stors and eveilable for dispoual atuuonl
of a type thought to be eui tabls” for uso at Der-es~salaam,

2. Ugsnda's roply is not on&ouraging ag 1t has to

be aesumed that the decision arrived at was tsken after

due consideration of the Commiscion's obaomuom, parti-
cularly with regard to the donrubuny of umn-ung l

wirelees link with m. I am, hanvor, prooudm' to

Uganda shortly and hope to dxmn the matter with the

Governer. It is possible that all the Mmeo of thn

mnu inter-Stats soheme are not x-uunar



The Honourable ’ ~als
The Colonial Secretary,
. Hairohbdi. /

ef, your No. 3.107‘ 9/16 of ¢ .B!th J

As Tenganyiks's reply was dupntohod prior %0 -
gy,:&’ rddelpt by-4t of the Commismsion's ropu‘t that Govern-
.+ memt may possidly be duposed to nodisy 1ta athtude on
o e mﬂ,ion of or.otﬂé?. wireloss otation at Dar-es-selesn,

A

Such a htatxon could w-« to serve the dusl purposs of

a Coast nation to neot ahippmg requirements and u unit dn
an mtu-sun lohon lhﬂh 88 that -wgautod in -y mhmu
of the 30th Jnnnuy

I would, thnrufoxo sugpest that .‘unganyika M .
asked 1f, un & yesult of the cmiuinn'- raport, the =,

qnution of establishing a station at Dar-sn-&nlnm is under

oonsideration and, lt 80, that it may be notod thut this
Govormment has in store and available for diepounl stutions
of a type thought to bs euitabld’ Tor use a8t Dar-cs-salaam,

2. Ugunda's reply is not encouraging as it has to
be sesumed that the dooiﬁlon arrived at was tskon after
due consideration of the Commiscion's observations, parti-
cularly wlth regard to the dan&rublnty 6 oetablishing a
wirelees nnk with m I am, honvor, proveeding to
Uund- shortly and hope to discuse tho mattor with the
Governor. It is pondblo that all the uvmen of the
suggested inter-State Boheme are not rn}htd. ; &




{

: ltnt B8y PosEidly da uq«ﬂ 0 modify ite num. on

e umt ‘@tation to uof

The Honourable _ Vo
The Goloniel seoretary,
Fairobdi.

of. your No. B.10707/9/16 of the EOh  July.

As Mm!h'a reply was dolpnw)ﬂd prior to _
the ravelipt by it of tlu Gormigaton's rnu‘i thpt Govern-

%Iu mlum of erea ’n i‘trelem station at Dur-n-sam

upping requirements a.u:l n nn.tt 1)
an utq-amm aohm nmh a8 that lme-tod in ny miuqu
of the 0th Jnnuary '

I would, thnrefou suggest that Pnngunyih be
asked “ as & result of the Omum'a raport, the
quutlon of establishing a statton at Dar-ou-anlun is unde
consideration and, 17 80, that it may be notoed thn this
Govermment has in stors and available for dispounl 8tutions
of a type thought to be euituble’ for use at Dar-es-ssalasm,

B Uganda's reply ie not encouraging as it has to
be assumed that the decision arrived at was tsken after
due consideration of the Msalon;l observations, parti-
m-ru with regard to the dosirubility of ontcblilihing a
wireless link with Wn I am, honnr, proooodlng to
Uganda shortly and hope to umn thc mattor with the
Governor. It s mliblo that Ill tho M'mon of the
suggeated inter-itate soheme are not ru]?h-d""

o .



- _ ‘n‘iuir obnrvutunn of the
Commission rcg-d h:g rirohn in these territories, I would
explain that I am totluy unaware of ‘the !.nror-uuon on
whioh those obsarvations are—founded. No enquify bf any
kind wae made of thie Department, the c‘ml,yl one, I may men-
tdon, with any practiocal oxperience of wirelows working in )

the territoriee coversd by the report,

’
4. My ocomments on the various pointe raised by the

Commisseion are:

(1). Under normal ;:;poxu'phxon sonditions and over
relatively short distances (say, up to 100 miles)
the advantage 1lios With land lines as compared with
wireless and thu advantage Lecomes grester aooora—

ing to the degree of continuous relisble ocommunica~-

tion required.

(2)s There is no nececsity whatevor to call on an expert
from outeide in oconnection with &1y looal wirelees
gervices that may be deemed negessary. Ina
despatch to the Seoretary of Stute the fomaer
Governor of Ugande (5ir G. Archer) sugges ted that
an expert be sent out from Home in connection with
a small wirelese scheme which he pi‘opoued for serv-
ing the outlying dietricts in the‘ Saetern and
Horthern Provinces. This Department's view that )
thie was not at all neococsary and would be- a neede

less expense has, I believe, now been aocepted,

F(‘l_i. A very wrong lmmlon ie 1ikely to be onused by




").

A & 8ays!
dolm douu only mm bun due to line interruptions,

Thore _8ppears to be no neceseity to m% to the

Congo for any inromuon Yegarding the running or
maintenanoce of wireless stations in those tomtorh-.
Thie servioce has maintained £ etations for o parioed
of over € years and from itn recoxdm hag !un informa-
tion regarding working oo-n undex loon conditione.
On the purely technioal side it has oqnduotod falnly

extensive axporinonta hcth seaward ;nd Anland, and

it is improbable that the Oongo servige m udd any-
thing to the mromuon uh-ouy in tho poneouion

of the Doparhurt rcgarding vlreleu tmnmluxop tn
East Africa.

(5d.) 1. PITZGERAID,,

POSTMASTER GHNIRAX.

1




\Qgt Ootobor. 5

. s ., v_;,)r R
The Nonecursbdle- ) 5'09
= Y
The Golonianl Secretary, ¢
Hairobd, P
- )|
IRBLESS 8 ~_LiPRR-SPA i,

+ Hefs y o, 9/18 of the 15th tember 1925,

Duv:n; my discumsions in llnua on tho 1926
estimates, it beoame evident that no funde cmﬂd at the
time be spared for a wireless station at lintebbe or x-;,n.-
to form & part of an inter-sState 'h-ohn #chome, and” that

:hm the oase I daid not comsider any 3ood purpose would
be served by re-opening the eubjeot with ite hoonw?' '
1 may wentfon that I aid, howevor, aucm uh Tim s
proposal mm aigtmtad with hh prckoum to establish
a wirelpas m& in’the more remote pnrte of t'ho Northern
and Bastern Wn, and o8 s result of that dhonalion
the propossl has been sbandoned,

2, A very suitable ocoasion for re~considering tlu
8cheme, both as regards 'mng-wuu and u;uxu will urlao
at the Conference of Governors to be held at lairobi early
next y:ar. It ie one of the questions I propose submitting
for dipoussion.

.

(8de) 9. FILZGHRALD.

rosnnsm GEN AL

to N.




S8 Oe
/16.

T™e Honourable
The Colonial Bom'-v.

Bedrob i, _‘ I

80 far an mm of a genaral aisracter u ‘
oonoerned, I have little 10 8dd to Pparagraphs 3 angd 4 .
of w ninutl of the un August’ aung WAth the om "
tighs 9% the Last Afyign’ Mm-n concerning wireles
in thm t.rw»un' 7

2, The. Wu'- otumum m 0 do slmees
mu;n: -m{ mwﬁa @id Ugenda, ‘m mq'd to the
forme®, the onalosure to ﬂu despatol- m‘r _¥8farence lbn-
that Tanganyika is now prcpu-od to pround ‘With the eeta-
bn!hont of a'atatimn at Der-os-Salasm, mnd in this
oomntmn 1 would esuggest that Tanganyike Government be
guked to give consideration to the faot that this Colony

“has in store 8pare stations of a type suitable for erection

at Dar-es-Saloam, In regard to local communication between
administrative statioms in Tanganyika, I am not at present
in a position to AXpres® an opinion owing to want of know
hdgn of logal conditions, but the axperience of this ser-
uoo is at Tanganyika's disposal in regard to establishing -
pln'dy loonl wirelese vntqn of communiocation between
n\\nininr‘uvo districts or in comneotion with any scheme
~for linking up such looal syetems with this Oolony, on
ﬂll am- I think it nxy destrable thet an officer from




3. There is practically no seope in Wganda for &
looal wireloss asystem of omtuuq between administra-

tive centres. The present Governor conours in this view,
~and 1t has been agreed to abandon the scheme for the Horthe
ern and Iastern Provinces origimated by sir Geoffrey Archer.

4. My opinion still is that the only direction whioh -
wireless development oan usofully take in these torritories
PP “ .

: (1) an, mmhb scheme swh as outlined in your

B file nnn reforence; and

3 q 7 \»\*\ Al
setablishmimt in Nairebi of a atntihu‘ sspable of

‘ﬂnm a commeroial servise. uth' ingland,
WY This 1e under @iscuseion with the Colonisl 0£f1oce.

“Be’ The inter-Btate -M r-foma to would provide
for inter-communication botnu the capitals of hnsanyik..
Kenya and Uganda, end this system could be linked up with
the Sudan on the north end Rhodesis on the south, should
the etation which M‘oontmplsm there be ereocted.

(Sd.) T@ITZEERALD.

POSTMASTIR GHENIRAL.

deotd, to N.




