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This question was considered by the Oversea

Deflence Oomittms at thelr 288th Neem.ng, neld on 16th.
i

FeBruar\r, 19"6 and I enclosa r'o'p;?lne of 'thelr Remarks

Goverrior, Kenyd..
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8ir Maurice Hankey,G.C.B.
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where the] m not got representative aovomal
nmmoﬂim:wmtr should discuss the
matter again with the Secretary of State for the
Colonies who, before I came in here, reveTsed a
decisien already arrived at Ly ¥r. Thomas not to
the Ordinance as it stends:eand further that Clemens
should comsult you as to whether the Oversea Defence
Committes,as 2 Sub-Committee of the Committee of

Imperial Defence,should refer the matter to the main

Cammittee
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matter and £h4t 1t 18 better for us to sseume that the
Overaes Defence Commities m only been ssked to con-
sider the details of the Ordinance and to confine their
rmmmm.mum-mmommqm
under no obligation to offer an opinion on the cuestion
of policy. '

1f you concur in this view T will arrange
thet the Sub-Comrittee's remarks should be confimed %o
dealing with the drafting of the Ordinance and
certain details as regards training, and then there
will be no mecessity to refer it to ths Committee of
Imperial Defemce, and the onus of agreeimg to the
policy
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1 am dimtad h.v ltr.Booatnx-y Mat'y to
' F sl e l,ﬂd bafore the Amy Cmmen. :

llr.huq -léi glad to 1ea.h: whcthcr the
‘&h\vﬁ\mm concur in this.memorandum,

N

I om, Sir,

Your most ohediant servant,
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I desire to briny to the

18 no%ice of the (‘omittee of Imperial
Defence the position in regard to a

bi’époaal for the creation of a

European De;t'épce Force in Kenya. .

Itlﬁlﬁ fbe Governor of

cei‘?ain except.ionh) Ior Europeane.

m mtoria.l Fome was to be

' ozganizw on a voluntary baslis and to§

consislt of such members of the

VD"efen‘ce‘ Force as might volunteer.
The Oversea Defence

Committee in their Memorandum 49;1 M

i

dated 11th November,1920,»t60k the 3

- Sty

view that the gonditions in
& i s



.,

Fﬁrrica,whcr here wera small mm

populeﬁiﬂu 1iving in the midst of 1&1%0
native populations,were sdmewhnt‘ different
p f}'om those g‘enerall,/y prevai'ling’ and for
O tha{ agreed that although the
principle of compulsion had not been

generally adopted throughout .the British

Empire it was probably only by resorting

to 1t that it would be pos

organize the adult male Europeans in s -
o AR A

Kenya (and Uganda)- into efficient

Sy 8 ;MRS
military forces for dealing with:

internal disturbences that might é.vfirév;:-’
Subsequently legislation .to pro-
vide for the creation of & Defence Force

on the lines proposed was 1ntmduce:1 in

Kenya 1in August 1921. 1t was however

rejected in the L_egislg :
the unofficial members being opposed to

the meas\ix"e. their opposition being to a
great extent on account of the compulsory
cgnditions attaching to it. i The
Territorial Force #111 was however passed =

and becafe Yaw. "

4

Wh Tanuary 1924 the COVErnor on



nis own init.iative ’reintroduce& ﬁﬁ :
Defence Force Bill and it wag accepted
by the Legislative Council: but 'was
subsequently not assented to as the .
Governor waé informed that the then

Becretary of 8tate. for the calonies

(M; THM‘MB Bt prepared to e:m\z\vove

: GOVETROT reported that the i'eelm‘g,,

a.mong the Eritisﬁ settlers qunya md‘

i ih__ fact: that<

the enactment o.a dtaftui

only provided ror & very. mod;,

\ ! -
oi‘ compula:,on in ’cimes oi Wdunnty

and tiha’u ‘hhe sxisting absenee ci' 1ocal
defence: arrangements nright in tha« qut

of & mtive rieing result in ‘ohe loss

ot mch ‘life and Property in ‘the
scattered farm areas befare a force
could be sent to the districts affected.
The Governor took the View that to meet |

this rislg\fgh,ere must be compulsory




‘the Gé%moﬁ of Kefiya to re-1rit rodue

matter T telegraphed to the Governor in * %he Defence Force Bill ‘into the

e .,1925 s 1. j“_ﬂ” i p'rinciple sl LegiBlative Council T might like to

: bring ghe mstter to the notice of
the Coxmuttee of Imperial Defence.’ )
M&wt that thore‘

is no reason why by general
agreemng

tuhe proposed}compulsory 8service COH‘

ditions should not be 1ntroduced in

taken 1n hana ,by'.tl}e xing{siuri‘can‘ Rifles,

@ f‘l YT by
assisted if necessary by the Territorial
- Force. sy

When tie’ details of the proposed

Bill were recently under the consideration R VL de e L
of the Oversea Defence Committee the question
was raised as t:) whether the compulsory

clauses contained in the enactment might

not be criticiped as providing for the .
arming of Europaa.ns to shoot dom 1$ho blatk

population: a.nd mm}nﬂ 1‘5 ha.s

been euggesm



. e THE ', QOMMITTEE OF IMPTRIAL DRFENCE,

1 auire to bring to the notice of

tho cum;kfu of Imperial Detenge che positiod )

- i In 1919 tho Governorof Kenya (tren
e m Eaav—Afrioa ‘?ggtpgtora&e) submitted two

drafi ﬁrdi{mces p;gﬂt{mg reapactlvel,r fo,r




adult male Buropeans in x,;v'.%a Uganda) into
efficient military forces for dealing with any
~internal. disturbances that might arise.

Bubseqpontly legislation to provide

“for the creation of a Defence"h'orce on the lines -

proposed was introduced in Kemya in August 1921,

1t was however rejected in the Legislative

Go\mcil, all the unofficial manberslbemg
oppossd th, thémsasure, theu- oppoaition being

1 iﬂ:% extent on account of the ‘compulsory

.?uhing to it.  The Territorial

attention was
"tmnt as drafted
: torm of

ity anu that the
existing absence of local defence arrangements
might in the avont of & native rising result in
‘the loss of meh n:- ad property in the
scattered. fm e.ruae ibefore a force ‘eould be
sent to the diatricfu affected, The Governor

589 took
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rlu)( ghare e
S o muat be eompulnory registration and an oblunn
) tion to serve,

d toqk the view that to meet thh

Kb

%Or oarezul coneidaration of the

3d to the GoVemor in: Yevruary

befeye authorismg thp Gosrbrno. of Kenya to

re-introduce the ]Jefance Force Bill into the

legialative Council I might like to bring the :

matter. to the not ice e:(’ the .- Oommfttee of

Imperial Defence, My awn. opinion is thﬂt there

is no reason why, by general agreement, the

«
’

proposed







