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RERORT OF A§ My’ JEEVANJEE ON FACTS RELATING TO GRANT OF
A LEASE OF THE " TOWN HALL PLOT* NAIROBIY.

The Town Hall was built in the year 1904 by me at the
request of the Government on the understanding that 1 should
obtain a 50 years lease with a nominal rent for the lst ten
years. There was considerable discussion as to the terms
upon which the building should be leased to the Municipality
and nothing definite was arranged until February 190b.

Twe Draft Agreements with the Municipai. Committtee were
prepared in 1904 copies of whioch are attached hereto and mark
-ed "1" and "2" - Heither of these drafts agreed- wns agreed

‘ upen as is shown by a letter dated the 29th December 1904
from the then Town Clerk to my firm (Copy letter attached
marked "3"). My representative replied on the llth January
1905, Varitous interviews took place and eventually a form of
Lease was agreed upon and executed by my agent on the lst
February 1905 and witnessed by Mr. Sadderson (The Town Clerk)
and Mr. E. Bargreaves ( Assistant Town Clerk). I attach a
copy of the deed marked "4",

This doocument was executed on foolscap and appears to
be in Mr. Hargreaves' writing. My firm vrote oh th¢ 3rd
August 1905 for issue of a Lease from Oovernment and Mr,
John Ainsworth recommended ghe Issue of a Lemse ( vide copy
letter dated Bth August 1905 marked "b") - In the following
month it would appear that some representative »f the firm
of Tonks and Allen who formerly acted for me eaw Mr. Ainewortl

and wrote a letter dated the 20th September 190b (g py attache

-ed marked "6"). This lette~ doese not correctly stnte the
fasts and I never authorised sich a letter being written.,!he
arrangements re the Town Hall were made with the Munioipal
Authorities direct without the intervention of any Lawyers
and Messrs Tonks and Allen, when malled upon, could not pro-
duce any letter writtea to them re the Town Hall by me or my

Ay
firm nor eould they produce any entry of my attendance on

them
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on them in reference to the matter prior to writing the lette:
of the 208h Septemder 1908 and 1 have not been charged for an
such interview - That they were not instructed in reforence t
the Tewn Hall is further evidensod by Mr. B. G. Allen's lette;
dated 2nd February 1918, ( Copy attached marked "7%), The
letter of the 20th SBeptember 1900 was obviouoly wottten witi-
out reference to me or my firm ( notwithstanding the words
® our elientsd states® ) and in ignorance of the existence of
the Lease executed on the 1st Pebruary 1906, I had erected
oeTtain residential buildinge on the basis of a ten years
agreement with option of purchase af at contract price in 1ieu
of granting a 50 years Lease but no such agreament was eon -

. templated in the case of the Town Hall., I attach a sopy of one
of my agreements of this nature marked “8" whioch is obviouely
of quite a diffefent nature from the dooument executed o:n lst
February 1905,

On the 28th April 1910 an Attempt to settle matters vy
interview with the Land Offiger was made; 1 refer .o a anpy
of 8 minute of the interview made by the Land Offioer marked
“9". 1 have already said that mavvere Mosasrs lonks and Allen
had no authority to write the letter of the 30th veptember
19086 and my offer was to 8cgept another equally valunble plot
Shednehange- in exchange leaving the questinn of seleotion of
site to the Government .

In spite of my request no lease has been granved- ever
been granted and to my surprise ny firm received n letter
from the Town Clerk on the 29th March 1 13 stating trat the
Municipality intended pwmcharing the plot and building for
Re.14,780. They base their alaim on the letter of th: 20th
September 1908 from Tonks and Allen above referred to and a
memorandum of Mr. John Ainsworth | Copy attached and marked
“10" ).

The eoncluding paragraph of Mr. Ainsworth's memorandum
shows that he was not Very sure of hie recollectian and, while

1 have no doudt whatever of the genuineness of Mr. Atnswortn'
. ]
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Mr. Alnsworth's statement, his recollection is not in qge
cprdance with the facts as is olearly shown from the draw-
ing of 3 draft agreements in 1904 and 1906, I am informed
that & Tewn Clerk subsequently refused to stow the draft
agreemnt- agreement to the Land Officer and am quite Aure ’
that ¥Mr, Ainsworth had not got them Yefare him when he wrete
his~ memorandum. &

I attach a copy of a memorandum of Col. Montgomerie

( late Commissioner of Landse ) dealing with the Town Gkerke

Hall(marked “11") which shows that he recognised my right
to & lease of the Town Hall Plot or a Lease of a Plot of
equivalent value.

Being of opinion that the Land Officer had not the full
facts before him my Lawyers effered to supply him with copies
of relevant documenta ( vide ocopy letter l&th March 1915
marked "12" ) and received a reply dated 20th March 19156
( marked "13% ) showing that he had not the most important
documents before him - My Lawyers sent him copies of the
doouments on the 25th March 1915 and I rererred to letiere
maried "14* "15" and *16", "17"%, "18" to show the manner
in which the matter was dealt with by the Town Clerk,

In view of the unsatisfactory position R my Lawyers
wrote to the Chief Becretary on the 17th May 19186 ( copy
marked ° 19 " ) and received a reply on the 5th June ( ocopy
aarked " 20 °) - The Land Officer would not alter his decis-
ion and uy Lawyers wrote the Chief Beoretary on the 29th June
1915 (ocopy marked "21") expressing my intention of placing

. -

the matter before the Colonial Office. ;

As in the oase of the Market Leamse this matter was he.id
over pending the termination of the War.

The remarks in my report as to the Market Lease also
apply as to mhm efforts to settle this master in Kast
Africa but the Government have refused to recognise that 1
have any right to the Town Hall Plot and have not replied
to my propesal for gramt of wnother plot in exchange,

I trust that on oonsidering the faote a8 shown 4p the
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in the correspondence you will see your way to giving direot-

ions that a leass wnay be granted to ne.

sd, A. M. Jeevanjee, 6o
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